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SPEECH, 



MR. SPEAKER, 

I THANK you for pointing to me. I really 
wifhed much to engage your attention in an 
early ftage of the debate. I have been long very 
deeply, though perhaps ineffectually, engaged in 
the preliminary enquiries, which have continued 
without intcrmhTion for fome years. Though I 
have felt, with fome degree of feniibility, the na 
tural and inevitable impreflions of the feveral mat 
ters of fact, as they have been fucceffively difclof- 
ed, I have not at any time attempted to trouble 
you on the merits of the fubject; and very little 
on any of the points which incidentally arofe in 
the courfe of our proceedings. But I mould be 
forry to be found totally filent upon this day. Our 
inquiries are now come to their final hTue: It is 
now to be determined whether the three years 
of laborious parliamentary refearch, whether the 
twenty years of patient Indian fuffering, are to 
produce a fubftantial reform in our eaftern admi- 
niftration; or whether our knowledge of the 
grievances has abated our zeal for the correction 
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of them, and our very enquiry into the evil was 
only a pretext to elude the remedy which is de 
manded from us by humanity, by juftice, and by 
every principle of true policy. Depend upon it, 
this bufmefs cannot be indifferent to our fame. It 
v ill turn out a matter of great difgrace or great 
glory to the whole Britifh nation. We are on a 
confpicuous ftage, and the world marks our de 
meanour. 

I am therefore a little concerned to perceive the 
fpirit and temper in which the debate has been 
all along purfued upon one fide of the houfe. The 
declamation of the gentlemen who oppofe the bill 
has been abundant and vehement ; but they have 
been referved and even filent about the fitnefs or 
unfitnefs of the plan to attain the direct object: it 
has in view. By fome gentlemen it is taken up 
(by way of exercife I prefume) as a point of law 
on a queftion of private property, and corporate 
franchife; by others it is regarded as the petty in 
trigue of a faction at court, and argued merely 
as it tends to fet this man a little higher, or that a 
little lower in fituation and power. All the void 
has been filled up with invectives againft coalition; 
with allufions to the lofs of America; with the 
activity and inactivity of minifters. The total 
filence of thefo gentlemen concerning the intereft 
and well-being of the people of India, and concern 
ing the intereft which this nation has in the com 
merce 



EAST-INDIA BILL. 5 

ir.efce and revenues of that country, is a ftron?- 

4 * (~J 

indication of the value which they fet upoa thefe 
objects. 

It has been a little painful to me to obfcrve the 
intrufion into this important debate of fuch com 
pany as quo WiirraniQ^ and mandamus^ and ccriiorari, 
as if we were on a trial about mayors and alder 
men, and capital burgeffes, or engaged in a fuit 
concerning the borough of Penryn, or Saltafh, or 
St. Ives, or St. Mawcs. Gentlemen have argued 
with as much heat and pafiion, as if the firft things 
in the world were at ftake; and their topicks are 
fuch, as belong only to matter of the loweft and 
meaneft litigation. It is not right,, it is not worthy 
of us, in this manner to depreciate the value, to 
degrade the majcily, of this grave deliberation of 
policy and empire. 

For my part, I have thought myfclf bound, 
when a matter of this extraordinary weight came 

* V J 

before me, not to coniicler (as forne gentlemen are 
fo fond of doing) whether the bilj originated fron) 
a fecretary of irate for the home department, or 
from a fecretary for the foreign, from a niinifler 
of influence or a minifler of the people; from 
Jacob or from Efau.* I afked rnyfelf, and I allied 
myfelf nothing elfe, what part it was fit for a 
member of parliament, who has fupplied a medio- 

* An aUu.si;:n made by Mr. Pawls. 

B 3 crity 
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erity of talents by the extreme of diligence, and 
who has thought himfelf obliged, by the refearch 
of years, to wind himfelf into the inmoft receffes 
and labyrinths of the Indian detail, what part, I 
fay, it became fuch a member of parliament to 
take, when a minifter of ftate, in conformity to a 
recommendation from the throne, has brought 
before us a fyftem for the better government of 
the territory and commerce of the eaft. In this- 
light, and in this only, I will trouble you with my 

fentiments. 

It is not only agreed but demanded, by the 
right honourable gentleman,* and by thofc who 
ad with him, that a whole fyftem ought to be 
produced-, that it ought not to be an Mftoeafan* 
that it ought to be no palliative; but a legiflative 
provifion, vigorous, fubftantial, and effective. 
I believe that no man who underftands the fub- 
jeft can doubt for a moment, that thofe muft be 
the conditions of any thing cleferving the name 
of a reform in the Indian government; that any 
thing {hort of them would not only be delufive, 
but, in this matter which admits no medium, 
noxious in the extreme. 

To all the conditions propofed by his adverfarieS 
the mover of the bill perfectly agrees; and on his- 
performance of them he refts his caufe. On the 



* Mr. Pitt, 

other 



EAST-INDIA BILL. J 

Other hand, not the leaft objection has been taken, 
with regard to the efficiency, the vigour, or the 
completenefs of the fcheme. I am therefore war* 
ranted to affume, as a thing admitted, that the 
bills accomplilh what both fides of the houfe de 
mand as eflential. The end is completely anfwer- 
ed, fo far as the direct and immediate object is 
concerned. 

But though there are no direct, yet there are 
various collateral objections made; objections from 
the effects which this plan of reform for Indian ad- 
miniftration may have on the privileges of great 
publick bodies in England; from its probable in 
fluence on the conftitutional rights, or on the free 
dom and integrity of the feveral branches of the 

o 

legislature. 

Before I anfwer thefe objections,! muft beg leave 
to obferve, that if vsp are not able to contrive 
fome method of governing India icW/, which will 
. * of neceility become the means of governing 
Grt, " Britain / //, a ground is laid for their eternal 
feparau^n; but none for facrificing the people of 
that county to our conftitution. I am however 
far from being pcrfuaded that any fuch incompa 
tibility of intereft does at all exift. On the con 
trary I am certain that every means, effectual to 
preferve India from oppreffion, is a guard to pre- 
icrve the Britilh conftitution from its worft cor- 

B 4 ruption. 
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ruption. To fliew this, I will confider the objec 
tions, which I think are four. 

i ft. That the bill is an attack on the chartered 

rights of men. 
2dly. That it increafes the influence of the 

crown. 

3&lt;:lly. That it does not increafe, but diminimes, 
the influence of the crown, in order to pro 
mote the interefts of certain minifters and 
their party. 

4thly. That it deeply affects the national credit. 
As to the lirft of theie objections; I muft ob- 
ferve that the phrafe of " the chartered rights of 
" men" is full of affectation ; and very unufual 
in the difcufllon of privileges conferred by charters 
of the prefent defcription. But it is not difficult 
to difcover what end that ambiguous mode of ex- 
preilion, fo often reiterated, is meant to anfwer. 

The rights of men, that is to fay, the natural 
rights of mankind, are indeed facred things; and 
if any publick meafure is proved mifchievoufly to 
affect them, the objection ought to be fatal to that 
meafure, even if no charter at ail could be fet up 
againft it. If thefe natural rights are further af 
firmed and declared by exprefs covenants, if they 
are clearly deigned and fecured againft chicane, 
againft power, and authority, by written inftru- 
ments and pofitive engagements, they are in a ftill 

better 
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better condition: they partake not only of the 
fanclity of the object fo fecured, but of that fo- 
lemn publick faith itfelf, which fecures an object 
of fuch importance. Indeed this formal recogni 
tion, by the fovereign power, of an original right 
in the fubject, can never be fub verted, but by 
rooting up the holding radical principles of go 
vernment, and even of fociety itfelf. The char 
ters, which we call by diftinction great, are publick 
inftruments of this nature ; I mean the charters 
of king John and king Henry the third. The 
things fecured by thefe inftruments may, without 
any deceitful ambiguity, be very fitly called the 
chartered rights of men. 

Thefe charters have made the very name of a 
charter dear to the heart of every Engliihman. 
But, Sir, there may be, and there are charters, not 
only different in nature, but formed on principles 
the very reverfe of thofe of the great charter. Of 
this kind is the charter of the Eaft-lndia company. 
Magna chart a is a charter to reftrain power, and 
to deftroy monopoly. The Eaft-lndia charter is a 
charter to eftablifli monopoly, and to create power. 
Political power and commercial monopoly are net 
the rights of men ; and the rights of them derived 
from charters, it is fallacious and fophiftical to cu.ll 
" the chartered rights of men." Thefe chartered 
rights, (to fpeak of fuch charters and of their ef 
fects in terms of the greatefl poilible moderation) 

do 
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do at leafl fufpend the natural rights of mankind 
at large; and in their very frame and conftitution 
are liable to fall into a direct violation of them. 

It is a charter of this latter defcription (that is 
to fay a charter of power and monopoly) which is 
affected by the bill before you. The bill, Sir, does^ 
without queftion, affect it; it does affect it effen* 
tially and fubflantially* But having ftated to you 
of what defcription the chartered rights are which 
this bill touches, I feel no difficulty at all in ac 
knowledging the exiftence of thofe chartered 
rights, in their fulleft extent. They belong to 
the company in the fureft manner; and they are 
fecured to that body by every fort of publick fanc- 
tion. They are ftamped by the faith of the king; 
they are ftamped by the faith of parliament ; they 
have been bought for money, for money honeftly 
and fairly paid ; they have been bought for va 
luable confideration, over and over again. 

I therefore freely admit to the Eaft-India com- 
pany their claim to exclude their fellow-fubjects 
from the commerce of half the globe. I admit 
their claim to adminifler an annual territorial re* 
venue of feven millions fterling; to command an 
army of lixty thoufand men; and to difpofe, 
(under the controul of a fovereign imperial dif- 
cretion, and with the due obfervance of the na 
tural and local law) of the lives and fortunes of 
thirty millions of their fellow-creatures. All this 

they 
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they poffefs by charter and by acts of parliament, 
(in my opinion) without a fhadow of controverfy. 

Thofe who carry the rights and claims of the 
company the furtheft do not contend for more 
than this; and all this I freely grant. But grant 
ing all this, they muft grant to me in my turn, 
that all political power which is fet over men, and 
that all privilege claimed or exercifed in exclufion 
of them, being wholly artificial, and for fo much 
a derogation from the natural equality of mankind 
at large, ought to be fome way or other exercifed 
ultimately for their benefit. 

If this is true with regard to every fpecies of 
political dominion, and every defcription of com 
mercial privilege, none of which can be original 
fclf-derived rights, or grants for the mere private 
benefit of the holders, then fuch rights, or privi 
leges, or whatever elfe you choofe to call them, 
are all in the ftricteft fenfe a trnft\ and it is of the 
Very effence of every truft to be rendered account 
able; and even totally to ceafe, when it fubftan- 
tially varies from the purpofes for which alone it 
could have a lawful exiftence. 

This I conceive, Sir, to be true of trufts of 
power veiled in the higheft hands, and of fuch as 
feem to hold of no human creature. But about 
the application of this principle to fubordinate" de 
rivative trufts, I do not fee how a controverfy can 
be maintained. To whom then would I make the 

Eaft- 
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Eafl-India company accountable ? Why, to parlia 
ment, to be fure; to parliament, from whom their 
truft was derived ; to parliament, which alone is ca 
pable of comprehending the magnitude of its ob 
ject, and its abufe; and alone capable of an effec 
tual legiflative remedy. The very charter, which 
is held out to exclude parliament from correcting 
malverfation with regard to the high truit vetted 
in the company, is the very thing which at once 
gives a title and impofes a duty on us to interfere 
with effect, wherever power and authority origi 
nating from ourfelves are perverted from their 
purpofes, and become inftruments of wrong and 
violence. 

If parliament, Sir, had nothing to do with this 
charter, we might have fome fort of Epicurean 
excufe to ftand aloof, indifferent fpectators of what 
paffes in the company s name in India and in Lon 
don. But if we are the very caufe of the evil, 
we are in a fpecial manner engaged to the redrefs ; 
and for us paffively to bear with oppreffions com 
mitted under the fanclion of our own authority, 
is in truth and reafon for this houfe to be an ac 
tive accomplice in the abufe. . j 

That the power notoriously, grofsly abufedhas 
been bought from us is very certain. But this 
circumllance, which is urged againft the bill, be 
comes an additional motive for our interference j 
left we fhould be thought to have fold the blood 

of 
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of millions of men, for the bafe confideration of 
money. We fold, I admit, all that we had to 
fell; that is, our authority, not our controul. 
We had not a right to make a market of our 
duties. 

I ground myfelf therefore on this principle 
that if the abufe is proved, the contract is broken ; 
and we re-enter into all our rights; that is, into 
the exercife of all our duties: Our own authority 
is indeed as much a truft originally, as the com 
pany s authority is a truft derivatively; and it is 
the ufe we make of the refumed power that muft 
juftify or condemn us in the refumption of it. 
When we have perfected the plan laid before us 
by the right honourable mover, the world will 
then fee what it is we deftroy, and what it is we 
create. By that teft we (land or fall; and by that 
teft I truft that it will be found in the iiVue, that 
we are going to fuperfede a charter abufed to the 
full extent of all the powers which it could abufe, 
r.nd exercifed in the plenitude of defpotifm, ty 
ranny and corruption; and that in one and the 
fame plan, we provide a real chartered fecurity 
for the rights of men cruelly violated under that 
charter. 

This bill, and thofe connected with it, are in 
tended to form the magna chart a of Hindoftan. 
Whatever the treaty of Weftphalia is to the liberty 
of the princes and free cities of the empire, and 

to 
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to the three religions there profefled Whatever 
the great charter, the ftatute of tallage, the peti 
tion of right, and the declaration of right, are to 
Great Britain, thefe bills are to the people of India, 
Of this benefit, I am certain, their condition is 
capable; and when I know that they are capable 
of more, my vote mail moft affuredly be for our 
giving to the full extent of their capacity of re- 
ceiving; and no charter of dominion {hall ftand 
as a bar in my way to their charter of fafety and 
protection. 

The ftrong admiffion I have made of the com 
pany s rights (I am confcious of it) binds me to 
do a great deal. I do not prefume to condemn 
thofe who argue a priori, againft the propriety of 
leaving fuch extenfive political powers in the handsf 
of a company of merchants. I know much is, 
and much more may be, faid againft fuch a fyftem. 
But, with my particular ideas and fentiments, I 
cannot go that way to work. I feel an infuperable 
reluctance in giving my hand to deftroy any ef- 
tablimed inftitution of government, upon a theory, 
however plaufible it may be. My experience in 
life teaches me nothing clear upon the fubje6t. I 
have known merchants with the fentiments and 
the abilities of great ftatefmen; and I have Teen 
perfons in the rank of ftatefmen, with the concep 
tions and character of pedlars. Indeed, my ob- 
fervation has furnilhed me with nothing that is 

to 
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to be found in any habits of life or education, 
which tends wholly to difqualify men for the 
functions of government, but that, by which the 
power of exercifing thofe functions is very fre 
quently obtained, I mean a fpirit and habits of 
low cabal and intrigue ; which I have never, in 
one inftance, feen united with a capacity for found 
and manly policy. 

To juftify us in taking the adminiftration of 
their affairs out of the hands of the Eaft-India com 
pany, on my principles, I muft fee feveral condi 
tions, ift. The object affected by the abufe mould 
be great and important. 2d. The abufe affect 
ing this great object ought to be a great abufe. 
3d. It ought to be habitual, and not accidental. 
4th. It ought to be utterly incurable in the body 
as it now Hands conftituted. All this ought to be 
made as vifible to me as the light of the fun, be 
fore I mould ftrike off an atom of their charter. 
A right honourable gentleman* has faid, and faid 
I think but once, and that very flightly (whatever 
his original demand for a plan might feem to re 
quire) that " there are abufes in the company s 
" government." If that were all, the fcheme of 
the mover of this bill, the fcheme of his learned 
friend, and his own fcheme of reformation (if he 
has any) are all equally needlefs. There are, and 
muft be, abufes in all governments. It amounts 

Mr. Pitt. 

to 
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to no more than a nugatory proportion. But be- 
fore I confider of what nature thefe abufes are, of 
which the gentleman fpeaks fo very lightly, per 
mit me to recall to your recollection the map of 
the country which this abufed chartered right af 
fects. This I (hall do, that you may judge whe 
ther in that map I can difcover any thing like the 
firft of my conditions; that is, Whether the ob- 
jed affected by the abufe of the Eaft-India com 
pany s power be of importance mfficiently to jui- 
tify the meafure and means of reform applied to 

it in this bill. 

With very few, and thofe inconfiderable inter 
vals, the Britim dominion, either in the company s 
name, or in the names of princes abfolutely de 
pendent upon the company, extends from the 
mountains that feparate India from Tartary, to 
cape Comorin, that is, one-and-twenty degrees of 

latitude ! 

In the northern parts it is a folid mafs of land, 
about eight hundred miles in length, and four or 
five hundred broad. As you go fouthward, it be 
comes narrower for a fpace. It afterwards di 
lates; but narrower or broader, you poffefs the 
whole eaftern and north-eaftern coaft of that vaft 
country, quite from the borders of Pegu. Ben 
gal, Bahar, and Oriffa, with Benares, (now un 
fortunately in our immediate pofTeflion) meafure 
161,978 fquare Englifh miles; a territory confi- 

derably 
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iiderably larger than the whole kingdom of France. 
Oude, with its dependent provinces, is 53,286 
fquare miles, not a great deal lefs than England* 
The Carnatick, with Tanjour and the Circars, is 
65,948 fquare miles, very-confiderably larger than 
England; and the whole of the company s do 
minions, comprehending Bombay and Salfette, 
amounts to 281,412 fquare miles; which forms 
a territory larger than any European dominion* 
Ruffia and Turkey excepted. Through all that 
vaft extent of country there is -not a man who 
eats a mouthful of rice but by permiffion of the 
Eaft-India company* 

So far with regard to the extent. The popula 
tion of this great empire is not eafy to be calcu 
lated. When the countries, of which it is com- 
pofed, came into our poffeffion, they were all 
eminently peopled, and eminently productive; 
though at that time confiderably declined from 
their ancient profperity. But fmce they are come 

into our hands! ! However, if we make the 

period of our cftimatc immediately before the utter 
defolation of the Carnatick, and if we allow for 
the havock which our government had even then 
made in thcfe regions, we cannot, in my opinion, 
rate the population at much lefs than thirty mil 
lions of fouls; more than four times the number 
of pcrfons in the iiland of Great Britain. 

Aiy next inquiry to that of the number, is the 
VOL. IV. C quality 
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quality and defcription of the inhabitants. This 
multitude of men does not confift of an abject 
and barbarous populace ; much lefs of gangs of 
iavages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, who 
wander on the wafle borders of the river of Ama 
zons, or the Plate; but a people for ages civilized 
and cultivated; cultivated by all the arts of po- 
liftied life, whilft we were yet in the woods. 
There, have been (and ftill the fkeletons remain) 
princes once of great dignity, authority, and opu 
lence. There, are to be found the chiefs of tribes 
and nations. There, is to be found an ancient 
and venerable priefthood, the depofitory of their 
laws, learning, and hiftory, the guides of the people 
whilit living, and their confolation in death ; a 
nobility of great antiquity and renown ; a multi 
tude of cities, not exceeded in population and 
trade by thofe of the firft clafs in Europe ; mer 
chants and bankers, individual houfes of whom 
have once vied in capital with the bank of Eng 
land ; whofe credit had often fupported a totter 
ing ftate, and preferved their governments in the 
midft of war and defolation ; millions of ingenious 
manufacturers and mechanicks; millions of the 
moft diligent, and not the leaft intelligent, tillers 
of the earth. Here are to be found almoft all the 
religions profeiTed by men, the Braminical, the 
Muflulman, the Eaitern and the Weftern Chrif- 
tian. 

If 
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If 1 were to take the whole aggregate of our 
pofleffions there, I fhould compare it, as the neareli 
parallel I can find, with the empire of Germany* 
Our immediate pofTeffions I fhould compare with 
the Auftrian dominions, and they would not fuller 
in the comparifon. The nabob of Oude might 
ftand for the king of Prufila; the nabob of Arcot 
I would compare, as fuperiour in territory, and 
equal in revenue, to the elector of Saxony. Cheyt 
Sing, the rajah of Benares, might well rank with 
the prince of Heffe, at lean: ; and the rajah of 
Tanjore (though hardly equal in extent of domi 
nion, fuperiour in revenue) to the elector of Bava 
ria. The Polygars and the northern Zemindars, 
and other great chiefs, might well clafs with the 
reft of the princes, dukes, counts, marquiffes, and 
bifhops in the empire ; all of whom I mention to 
honour, and furely without difparagement to 
any or all of thofe moft refpectable princes and 
grandees. 

All this vaft maf?, compofed of fo many orders 
andclafies of men, is again infinitely diveriifiecl by 
manners, by religion, by hereditary employment, 
through all their pofiible combinations. This ren 
ders the handling of India a matter in a high de 
gree critical and delicate. But oh! it has been 
handled rudely indeed. Even fome of the re 
formers feem to have forgot that they had any 

C 2 thing 
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thing to do but to regulate the tenants of a ma 
nor ,or the fhopkeepers of the next county town. 
It is an empire of this extent, of this compli 
cated nature, of this dignity and importance, that 
I have compared to Germany, and the German 
government ; not for an exaft refemblance, but as 
a fort of a middle term, by which India might be 
approximated to our underftandings, and if pof- 
fible to our feelings; in order to awaken fome- 
thing of fympathy for the unfortunate natives, of 
which I am afraid we are not perfectly fufceptible, 
whilft we look at this very remote object through 
a falfe and cloudy medium. 

My fecond condition, neceffary to juftify me in 
touching the charter, is, Whether the company s 
abufe of their truft, with regard to this great ob- 
ject, be an abufe of great atrocity. I mall beg 
your permiffion to confider their conduct in two 
lights; firft the political, and then the commer 
cial. Their political conduft (for diftinctnefs)^ I 
divide again into two heads; the external, in 
which I mean to comprehend their conduft in 
their federal capacity, as it relates to powers and 
ftates independent, or that not long fince were 
fuch; the other internal, namely their conduft to 
the countries either immediately fubject to the 
company, or to tliofe who, under the apparent 
government of native fovereigns, are in a ftate 

much 
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much lower, and much more mifcrable, than com 
mon fubjection. 

The attention, Sir, which I wifli to preferve to 
method will not be confidered as unneceflary or 
affected. Nothing elfe can help me to felection 
out of the infinite mafs of materials which have 
paiTed under my eye; or can keep my mind fteady 
to the great leading points I have in view. 

With regard therefore to the abufe of the ex 
ternal federal truft, I engage myfelf to you to 
make good thefe three politions: Firft, I fay, 
that from mount Imaus, (or whatever elfe you 
call that large range of mountains that walls the 
northern frontier of India) where it touches us 
in the latitude of twenty -nine, to Cape Como- 
rin, in the latitude of eight, that there is not a 
fmgle prince, ftate, or potentate, great or fmall, in 
India, with whom they have come into contact, 
whom they have not fold. I fay fold, though 
fomctimes they have not been able to deliver ac 
cording to their bargain. Secondly, I fay, that 
there is not a fmgle treaty they have ever made, 
which they have not broken. Thirdly, I fay, that 
there is not a fingle prince or ftate, who ever put 
any truft in the company, who is not utterly 
ruined; and that none are in any degree fecure 
or flourifhing, but in the exact proportion to their 
fettled diftruft and irreconcileable enmity to this 
nation. 

C 3 Thefe 
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Thefe affertions are univerfal. I fay in the full 
fenfe uni verfal. They regard the external and po 
litical truft only; but I {hall produce others fully 
equivalent in the internal. For the prefent:, I 
fhall content myfelf with explaining my meaning; 
and if I am called on for proof whilft thefe bills 
are depending (which I believe I fhall not) I will 
put my finger on the appendixes to the reports, 
or on papers of record in the houfe, or the com 
mittees, which I have diftincrJy prefent to my me 
mory, and which I think I can lay before you at 
half an hour s warning, 

The flrft potentate fold by the company for 
money, was the Great Mogul the defcendant of 
Tamerlane. This high perfonage, as high as hu 
man veneration can look at, is by every account 
amiable in his manners, rcfpeclable for his piety 
according to his mode, and accomplimed in all 
the Oriental literature. All this, and the title de* 
rived under his charter, to all that we hold in 
India, could not fave him from the general [ale. 
Money is coined in his name; in his name jufKce 
is adminiflered; he is prayed for in every temple 
through the countries we poffefs But he was fold. 

Jt is impofllble, Mr, Speaker, not to paufe here 
for a moment, to reflect on the inconflancy of 
humim greatnefs, and the ftupendous revolutions 
that have happened in our age of wonders. Could 
it be believed when I entered into exiftence, or 

"\vhcn. 
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when you, a younger man, were born, that on 
this day, in this houfe, we mould be employed in 
difcuffing the conduct of thofe Britifh fubjecls 
who had difpofed of the power and perfon of the 
Grand Mogul? This is no idle fpeculation. Awful 
leffons are taught by it, and by other "events, of 
which it is not yet too late to profit. 

This is hardly a digrefilon ; but I return to the 
fale of the Mogul. Two diftricls, Corah, and Al 
lahabad, out of his immenfe grants, were refer ved 
as a royal demefhe to the donor of a kingdom, 
and the rightful fovereign of fo many nations. 
After withholding the tribute of 26o,ooo/. a year, 
which the company was, by the charier they had 
received from this prince, under the moft folemn 
obligation to pay, thefe diftricls were fold to his 
chief minifter Sujah ul Dowlah; and, what may 
appear to fome the worft part of the tranfaclion, 
thefe two diftricls were fold for fcarcely two years 
purchafe. The defcendant of Tamerlane now 
(lands in need almoft of the common neceffaries 
of life; and in this iituation we do not even al 
low him, as bounty, the fmalleft portion of what 
we owe him in juftice. 

The next fale was that of the whole nation of 
the Rohillas, which the grand falefman, without a 
pretence of quarrel, and contrary to his own de 
clared fenfe of duty and rectitude, fold to the fame 
Sujah ul Dowlah. He fold the people to utter ex- 

^ 4 tirpation, 
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tirpation, for the fum of four hundred thoufand 
pounds. Faithfully was the bargain performed on 
our fide. Hafiz Rhamet, the moft eminent of 
their chiefs, one of the braveft men of his time, 
and as famous throughout the Eaft for the ele 
gance of his literature, and the fpirit of his po 
etical compofitions (by which he fupported the 
name of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded 
with an army of an hundred thoufand men, and 
an Engliih brigade. This man, at the head of in- 
feriour forces was flain valiantly fighting for his 
country. His head was cut off, and delivered for 
money to a barbarian. His wife and children, per- 
fons of that rank, were feen begging an handful 
of rice through the Englifh camp. The whole na 
tion, with inconfiderable exceptions, was ilaugh- 
tered or banifhed. The country was laid wafte 
with fire and fword; and that land, diftinguifhed 
above molt others by the cheerful face of pater-, 
nal government and protected labour, the chofen 
feat of cultivation and plenty, is now almoft 
throughout a dreary defert, covered with ruihes 
and briers, and jungles full of wild beafts, 

The Britifh officer who commanded in the de 
livery of the people thus fold, felt fome compunc 
tion at his employment, He reprefentcd thefe 
enormous exceffes to the prefident of Bengal, for 
which he received a fevere reprimand from the civil 
governor j and I much doubt whether the breach 

caufed 
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caufed by the conflict, between the companion of 
the military and the firmnefs of the civil gover 
nor, be clofed at this hour. 

In Bengal, Seraja Dowla was fold to Mir Jaffier; 
Mir Jaffier was fold to Mir Coffim ; and Mir Cof- 
fim was fold to Mir Jaflier again. The fucceflion 
to Mir Jaffier was fold to his eldeft fon; another 
fon of Mir Jaffier, Mobarech ul Dowla, was fold 
to his ftep-mother The Marat ta empire was fold 
to Ragoba; and Ragoba was fold and delivered 
to the Peifhwa of the Marattas. Both Ragoba 
and the Peifhwa of the Marattas were offered to 
fale to the rajah of Berar. Scindia, the chief of 
Malva, was offered to fale to the fame rajah; and 
the Subah of the Decan was fold to the great 
trader Mahomet Ali, nabob of Arcot. To the 
fame nabob of Arcot they fold Hyder Ali and the 
kingdom of My fore. To Mahomet Ali they twice 
fold the kingdom of Tanjore. To the fame Maho 
met Ali they fold at leaft twelve fovereign princes, 
called the Polygars. But to keep things even, the 
territory of Tinnivelly, belonging to their nabob, 
they would have fold to the Dutch ; and to con 
clude the account of laics, their great cuftomer, the 
nabob of Arcot himfelf, and his lawful fucceflion, 
has been fold to his fecond fon, Amir ul Omrah, 
whofe character, views, and conduct, are in the 
accounts upon your table. It remains with you 
whether they lhall finally perfect this laft bargain. 

All 
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All thefe bargains and fales were regularly at 
tended with the wafte and havock of the country, 
always by the buyer, and fometimes by the object 
of the fale. This was explained to you by the 
honourable mover, w r hen he flated the mode of 
paying debts due from the country powers to the 
company. An honourable gentleman, who is not 
now in his place, objected to his jumping near 
two thoufand miles for an example. But the 
fouthern example is perfectly applicable to the 
northern claim, as the northern is to the fouthern j 
for, throughout the whole fpace of thefe two thou 
fand miles, take your (land where you will, the 
proceeding is perfectly uniform, and what is done 
in one part will apply exactly to the other. 

My fecond ailertion is, that the company never 
has made a treaty which they have not broken. 
This poiition is fo connected with that of the fales 
of provinces and kingdoms, with the negotiation 
of univerfal diftraction in every part of India, that 
a very minute detail may well be fpared on this 
point. It has not yet been contended, by any 
enemy to the reform, that they have obferved any 
publick agreement. When I hear that they have 
done fo in any one inftance (which hitherto, I 
confefs, I never heard alleged) I mail fpeak to the 
particular treaty. The governour general has even 
amufed himfelf and the court of directors in a very 
fmgular letter to that board, in which he admits he 

has 
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has not been very delicate with regard to publick 
faith ; and he goes fo far as to ftate a regular efti- 
mate of the fums which the company would have 
loft, or never acquired, if the rigid ideas of pub- 
lick faith entertained by his colleagues had been 
obferved. *The learned gentleman over againft 
me has indeed faved me much trouble. On a for 
mer occaiion he obtained no fmall credit, for the 
clear and forcible manner in which he ftated what 
we have not forgot, and I hope he has not forgot, 
that univerfal fyftematick breach of treaties which 
had made the Britilh faith proverbial in the Eaft. 
It only remains, Sir, for me juft to recapitulate 
fome heads. The treaty with the mogul, by which 
we ftipulated to pay him 260,000!. annually, was 
broken. This treaty they have broken, and not 
paid him a milling. They broke their treaty with 
him, in which they ftipulated to pay 400,000!. a 
year to the foubah of Bengal. They agreed with 
the mogul, for fervices admitted to have been per 
formed, to pay Nudjif Cawn a penfion. They 
broke this article with the reft, and flopped alfo 
this fmall penfion. They broke their treatieswith 
the nizam, and with Hyder Ali. As to the Ma- 
rattas, they had fo many crofs treaties with the 
fiates general of that nation, and with each of the 
chiefs, that it was notorious that no one of thefe 
agreements could be kept without grofsly violat- 

* Mr. Dundas, lord Advocate of Scotland. 

ing 
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ing the reft. It was obferved, that if the terms of 
thefe feveral treaties had been kept, two Britifh 
armies would at one and the fame time have met 
in the field to cut each other s throats. The wars 
which defolate India, originated from a moft atro 
cious violation of publick faith on our part. In the 
midft of profound peace, the company s troops in 
vaded the Maratta territories, and furprifed the 
ifland and fortrefs of Salfette. The Marattas ne- 
verthelefs yielded to a treaty of peace, by which 
folid advantages were procured to the company. 
But this treaty, like every other treaty, was foon 
violated by the company. Again the company 
invaded theMaratta dominions. The difafter that 
enfued gave occafion to a new treaty. The whole 
army of the company was obliged, in effect., to fur- 
render to this injured, betrayed, and infulted 
people. Juftly irritated, however, as they were, 
the terms which they prefcribed were reafonable 
and moderate; and their treatment of their cap 
tive invaders of the moft diftjnguifhed humanity. 
But the humanity of the Marattas was of no power 
whatfoever to prevail on the company to attend 
to the obfervance of the terms dictated by their 
moderation. The war was renewed with greater 
vigour than ever; and fuch was their infatiable 
luft of plunder, that they never would have given 
ear to any terms of peace, if Hyder AH had not 
broke through the Gauts, and rulhing like a tor 
rent 
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rent into the Carnatick, fwept away every thing in 
his career. This was in confequence of that con 
federacy, which by a fort of miracle united the 
moft difcordant powers for our deftruction, as a 
nation in which no other could put any truft, and 
who were the declared enemies of the human fpe- 
cies. 

It is very remarkable, that the late controverfy 
between the feveral presidencies, and between them 
and the court of directors, with relation to thefe 
wars and treaties, has not been, which of the par 
ties miGrht be defended for his mare in them : but 

o 

on which of the parties the guilt of all this load 
of perfidy fhould be fixed. But I am content to 
admit all thefe proceedings to be perfectly regular, 
to be full of honour and good faith; and wifli to 
fix your attention folely to that {ingle tranfacUon 
which the advocates of this fyftem felect for fo 
tranfcendent a merit as to cancel the guilt of all 
the reft of their proceedings ; I mean the late trea 
ties with the Marattas. 

I make no obfervation on the total ceflion of ter 
ritory, by which they furrendered all they had 
obtained by their unhappy fuccefTes in war, and 
almoft all they had obtained under the treaty of 
Poorunder. The reftitution was proper, if it had 
been voluntary and feafonable. I attach on the 
fpirit of the treaty, the difpofitions it mewed, the 

provifions 
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provifions it made for a general peace, and the 
faith kept with allies and confederates; in order 
that the houfe may form a judgment, from this 
cliofen piece, of the ufe which has been made (and 
is likely to be made, if things continue in the fame 
hands) of the truft of the federal powers of this 
country. 

It was the wifh of almoft every Englifliman, that 
the Maratta peace might lead to a general one ; 
becaufe the Maratta war was only a part of a 
general confederacy formed againft us on account 
of the univerfal abhorrence of our conduct which 
prevailed in every, ftate and almoft in every houfe 
in India. Mr. Haftings was obliged to pretend 
fome fort of acquiefcence in this general and ra 
tional delire. He therefore confented, in order to 
fatisfy the point of honour of the Marattas, that 
an article mould be inferted to admit Hyder Ali 
to accede to the pacification. But obferve, Sir, 
the fpirit of this man (which if it were not made 
manifeft by a thoufand things, and particularly 
by his proceedings with regard to lord Macartney) 
would be fufficiently manifeft by this What fort 
of article think you does he require this effential 
head of a folemn treaty of general pacification to 
be? In his inftruction to Mr. Anderfon, he de- 
fires him to admit "a vague article" in favour of 
Hyder. Evalion and fraud were the declared bafts 

of 
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of the treaty. Thefe vague articles, intended for 
a more vague performance, are the things which 
have damned our reputation in India. 

Hardly was this vague article inferted, than, 
without waiting for any acr. on the part of Hyder, 
Mr. Haftings enters into a negotiation with the 
Maratta chief, Scindia, for a partition of the ter 
ritories of the prince who wrs one of the objects 
to be fecured by the treaty. He was to be par 
celled out in three parts one to Scindia j one to 
the peifliwa of the Marattas; and the third to the 
Eaft India company, or to (the old dealer and 
chapman) Mahomet Ali. 

During the formation of this project, Hyder 
dies; and before his fon could take any one ftep, 
either to conform to the tenour of the article, or 
to contravene it, the treaty of partition is renewed 
on the old footing, and an inftruclion is fent to 
Mr. Anderfon to conclude it in form. 

A circurnftance intervened, during the pen 
dency of this negotiation, to fct off the good faith 
of the company with an additional brilliancy, and 
to make it fparkle and glow with a variety of 
fplendid faces. General Matthews had reduced 
that moft valuable part of Hyder s dominions called 
the Country of Biddenore. When the news reached 
Mr. Haftings he inftructed Mr. Anderfon to con 
tend for an alteration in the treaty of partition, 
and to take the Biddenore country out of the com 
mon 
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mon flock which was to be divided, and to keep 
it for the company. 

The firfl ground for this variation was its being 
a feparate conqueft made before the treaty had ac 
tually taken place. Here was a new proof given 
of the fairnefs, equity, and moderation of the 
company. But the fecond of Mr. Haftings s rea- 
fons for retaining the Biddenore as a feparate por 
tion, and his conduct on that fecond ground, is 
flill more remarkable. He afferted that that coun 
try could not be put into the partition flock, be- 
caufe general Matthews had received it on the 
terms of fome convention, which might be incom 
patible with the partition propofed. This was a 
reafon in itfelf both honourable and folid ; and it 
Ihewed a regard to faith fomewhere, and with 
fome perfons. But in order to demonflrate his- 
utter contempt of the plighted faith which was 
alleged on one part as a reafon for departing from 
it on another, and to prove his impetuous deiire 
for fowing a new war, even in the prepared foil 
of a general pacification, he directs Mr. Anderfon, 
if he mould find flrong difficulties impeding the 
partition, on the fcore of the fubtradion of Bid 
denore, wholly to abandon that claim, and to con 
clude the treaty on the original terms. General 
Matthews s convention was jufl brought forward 
fufEciently to demonflrate to the Marattas the flip- 
pery hold which they had on their new confede 
rate 
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rate; on the other hand that convention being in* 
ftantly abandoned, the people of India were taught, 
that no terms on which they can furrender to the 
company are to be regarded when farther con- 
quefts are in view. 

Next, Sir, let me bring before you the pious 
care that was taken of our allies under that treaty 
which is the fubjed of the company s applaufes. 
Thefe allies were Ragonaut Row, for whom we 
had engaged to find a throne ; the Guickwar, (one 
of the Guzerat princes) who was to be emanci 
pated from the Maratta authority, and to grow 
great by feveral acceflions of dominion; and laftly, 
the rana of Gohud, with whom we had entered 
into a treaty of partition for eleven lixteenths of 
our joint conquefts. Some of thefe ineftimable fe- 
curities, called vague articles, were inferted in fa 
vour of them all. 

As to the firft, the unhappy abdicated peifhwa, 
and pretender to the Maratta throne, Ragonaut 
Row was delivered up to his people, with an ar 
ticle for fafety, and fome provifion. This man, 
knowing how litde vague the hatred of his coun 
trymen was towards him, and well apprifed of 
what black crimes h^ ftood accufed (among which 
our invafion of his cOvintry would not appear the 
leaft) took a mortal alarm at the fecurity we had 
provided for him. He was thunderftruck at the 
article in his favour, by which he was furrendered 
VOL. IV. D to 
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to his enemies. He never had the leaft notice of 
the treaty; and it was apprehended that he would 
fly to the protection ofHyder Ali, or fome other, 
difpofed or able to protect him. - He was therefore 
not left without comfort ; for Mr. Anderfon did 
him the favour to fend a fpecial mefienger, defir- 
ing him to be of good cheer and to fear nothing. 
And his old enemy, Scindia, at our requeft, fent 
him a meflage equally well calculated to quiet his 
apprehenfions. 

By the fame treaty the Guickwar was to come 
again, with no better fecurity, under the domi 
nion of the Maratta ftate. As to the rana of Go- 
hud, a long negotiation depended for giving him 
up. At firft this was refufed by Mr. Haftings with 
great indignation ; at another ftage it was admit 
ted as proper, becaufe he had fhewn himfelf a moft 
perfidious perfon. But at length a method of 
reconciling thefe extremes was found out, by con 
triving one of the ufual articles in his favour. 
What I believe will appear beyond all belief, Mr. 
Anderfon exchanged the final ratifications of that 
treaty by which the rana was nominally fecured in 
his poffeflions, in the camp of the Maratta chief, 
Scindia, whilft he was (really, and not nominally) 
battering the caftle of Gualior, which we had 
given, agreeably to treaty, to this deluded ally. 
Scindia had already reduced the town; and was 
at the very time, by various detachments, reduc- 
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ing, one after another, the fortrefles of our pro 
tected ally, as well as in the act of chaftiling all the 
rajahs who had aflifted colonel Carnac in his inva- 
lion. I have feen in a letter from Calcutta, that 
the rana of Gohud s agent would have reprefented 
thefe hoflilities (which went hand in hand with the 
protecting treaty) to Mr. Haftings; but he was 
not admitted to his prefence. 

In this manner the company has acted with their 
allies in the Maratta war. But they did not reft 
here: the Marattas were fearful left the perfons 
delivered to them by that treaty fliould attempt to 
efcape into the Britifli territories, and thus might 
elude the punilhment intended for them, and by 
reclaiming the treaty, might ftir up new difturb- 
ances. To prevent this, they defired an article to 
be inferted in the fupplemental treaty, to which 
they had the ready confent of Mr. Haftings, and 
the reft of the company s reprefentatives in Ben 
gal. It was this, " That the Englilh and Maratta 
" governments mutually agree not to afford re- 
" fuge to any chiefs, merchants, or other perfons, 
" flying for protection to the territories of the 
" other." This was readily aflented to, and affented 
to without any exception whatever, in favour of 
our furrendered allies. On their part a reciprocity 
was ftipulated which was not unnatural for a go 
vernment like the company s to alk; a govern 
ment confcious that many fubjects had been, and 

D 2 would 
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would in future be, driven to fly from its juri 
diction. 

To complete the fyftem of pacifick intention and 
publick faith, which predominate in thefe treaties, 
Mr. Haftings fairly refolved to put all peace, ex 
cept on the terms of abfolute conqueft, wholly out 
of his own power. For, by an article in this fe- 
cond treaty with Scindia, he binds the company 
not to make any peace with Tippoo Saheb, with 
out the confent of the peifliwa of the Marattas; 
and binds Scindia to him by a reciprocal engage 
ment. The treaty between France and England 
obliges us mutually to withdraw our forces, if our 
allies in India do not accede to the peace within 
four months; Mr. Haftings s treaty obliges us to 
continue the war as long as the peifhwa thinks fit. 
We are now in that happy fituation,that the breach 
of the treaty with France, or the violation of that 
with the Marattas, is inevitable ; and we have only 
to take our choice. 

My third affertion,- relative to the abufe made 
of the right of war and peace is, that there are 
none who have ever confided in us who have not 
been utterly ruined. The examples I have given 
of Ragonaut Row, of Guickwar, of the rana of 
Gohud, are recent. There is proof more than 
enough in the condition of the mogul; in the 
flavery and indigence of the nabob of Oude; the 
exile of the raj ah of Benares; the beggary of the 

nabob 
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nabob of Bengal; the undone and captive condi 
tion of the rajah and kingdom of Tanjour; the 
deftruction of the polygars ; and laftly, in the de- 
ftruction of the nabob of Arcot himfelf, who, 
when his dominions were invaded, was found en 
tirely deftitute of troops, provifions, ftores, and 
(as he aflerts) of money, being a million in debt to 
the company, and four millions to others : the 
many millions which he had extorted from fo 
many extirpated princes and their defolated coun 
tries having (as he has frequently hinted) been ex 
pended for the ground rent of his manfion-houfe 
in an alley in the fuburbs of Madras. Compare 
the condition of all thefe princes with the power 
and authority of all the Maratta ftates; with the 
independence and dignity of the Soubah of the 
Decan; and the mighty ftrength, the refources, 
and the manly ftruggle of Hyder Ali; and then 
the houfe will difcover the effefts on every power 
in India, of an eafy confidence, or of a rooted dif- 
iruft in the faith of the company. 

Thefe are fome of my reafons, grounded on the 
abufe of the external political truft of that body, 
for thinking myfelf not only juftified, but bound, 
to declare againft thofe chartered rights which pro 
duce fo many wrongs. I mould deem myfelf the 
wickedeft of men, if any vote of mine could con 
tribute to the continuance of fo great an evil. 

Now, Sir, according to the plan I propofed, I 

D 3 flail 
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(hall take notice of the company s internal govern 
ment, as it is exercifed firft on the dependent pro 
vinces, and then as it affects thofe under the direct 
and immediate authority of that body. And here, 
Sir, before I enter into the fpirit of their interiour 
government, permit me to obferve to you, upon 
a few of the many lines of difference which are to 
be found between the vices of the company s go 
vernment, and thofe of the conquerors who pre 
ceded us in India j that we may be enabled a little 
the better to fee our way in an attempt to the ne- 
ceffary reformation. 

The feveral irruptions of Arabs, Tartars, and 
Perlians, into India were, for the greater part, fe 
rocious, bloody, and wafteful in the extreme: 
our entrance into the dominion of that country, 
was, as generally, with fmall comparative effuiion 
of blood j being introduced by various frauds and 
delufions, and by taking advantage of the incurable, 
blind, and fenfelefs animofity, which the feveral 
country powers bear towards each other, rather 
than by open force. But the difference in favour of 
the firft conquerors is this ; the Afiatick conquerors 
very foon abated of their ferocity, becaufe they 
made the conquered country their own. They 
rofe or fell with the rife or fall of the territory 
they lived in. Fathers there depoiited the hopes 
of their pofterity; and children there beheld the 
monuments of their fathers. Here their lot was 

finally 
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finally caft ; and it is the natural wifh of all, that 
their lot mould not be caft in a bad land. Poverty, 
fterility, and defolation, are not a recreating prof- 
peel to the eye of man ; and there are very few 
who can bear to grow old among the curfes of a 
whole people. If their paflion or their avarice 
drove the Tartar lords to acts of rapacity or ty 
ranny, there was time enough, even in the fhort 
life of man, to bring round the ill effects of an 
abufe of power upon the power itfelf. If hoards 
were made by violence and tyranny, they were 
ftill domeftick hoards ; and domeftick profulion, 
or the rapine of a more powerful and prodigal 
hand, reftored them to the people. With many 
diforders, and with few political checks upon 
power, nature had ftill fair play; the fources of 
acquifition were not dried up ; and therefore the 
trade, the manufactures, and the commerce of the 
country flouriftied. Even avarice and ufury itfelf 
operated, both for the prefervation and the em 
ployment of national wealth. The hufbandman 
and manufacturer paid heavy intereft, but then 
they augmented the fund from whence they were 
again to borrow. Their refources were dearly 
bought, but they were fure ; and the general ftock 
of the community grew by the general effort. 

But under the Englifh government all this order 
is reverfed. The Tartar invafion was mifchievous; 
but it is our protection that deftroys India. It 

P4 was 
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was their enmity, but it is our friendship. Our 
conqueft there, after twenty years, is as crude as 
it was the firft day. The natives fcarcely know 
what it is to fee the grey head of an Englifhman. 
Young men (boys almoft) govern there, without 
fociety, and without fympathy with the natives. 
They have no more focial habits with the people, 
than if they ftill relided in England ; nor indeed 
any fpecies of intercourfe but that which is necef- 
fary to making a fudden fortune, with a view to 
a remote fettlement. Animated with all the ava 
rice of age, and all the impetuofity of youth, they 
roll in one after another; wave after wave; and 
there is nothing before the eyes of the natives but 
anendlefs, hopelefs profpecl: of new flights of birds 
of prey and paflage, with appetites continually 
renewing for a food that is continually wafting. 
Every rupee of profit made by an Englifhman is 
loft for ever to India. With us are no retributory 
fuperftitions, by which a foundation of charity 
compenfates, through ages, to the poor, for the 
rapine and injuftice of a day. With us no pride 
erects ftately monuments which repair the mif- 
chiefs which pride had produced, and which adorn 
a country out of its own fpoils. England has 
erected no churches, no hofpitals,* no palaces, no 
fchools; England has built no bridges, made no 

* The paltry foundation at Calcutta is scarcely worth nam 
ing as an exception. 

high 
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high roads, cut no navigations, dug out no refer- 
voirs. Every other conqueror of every other de- 
jfcription has left fome monument, either of ftate 
or beneficence, behind him. Were we to be 
driven out of India this day, nothing would re 
main, to tell that it had been poffeffed, during the 
inglorious period of our dominion, by any thing 
better than the ouran-outang or the tiger. 

There is nothing in the boys we ifend to India 
worfe, than in the boys whom we are whipping at 
fchool, or that we fee trailing a pike, or bending 
over a defk at home. But as Englifh youth in 
India drink the intoxicating draught of authority 
and dominion before their heads are able to bear 
it, and as they are full grown in fortune long be 
fore they are ripe in principle, neither nature nor 
reafon have any opportunity to exert themfelves 
for remedy of the exceffes of their premature 
power. The confequences of their conduct, which 
in good minds, (and many of theirs are probably 
fuch) might produce penitence or amendment, are 
unable to purfue the rapidity of their flight. Their 
prey is lodged in England; and the cries of India 
are given to feas and winds, to be blown about, 
in every breaking up of the monfoon, over a re 
mote and unhearing ocean. In India all the vices 
operate by which fudden fortune is acquired ; in 
England are often difplayed by the fame perfons, 
the virtues which difpenfe hereditary wealth. Ar 
rived 
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rived in England, the deftroyers of the nobility 
and gentry of a whole kingdom will find the befl 
company in this nation, at a board of elegance and 
hofpitality. Here the manufacturer and huiband- 
man will blefs the juft and punctual hand that in 
India has torn the cloth from the loom, or wrefted 
the fcanty portion of rice and fait from the peafant 
of Bengal, or wrung from him the very opium in 
which he forgot his oppreffions and his oppreflbr. 
They marry into your families ; they enter into 
your fenate; they eafe your eftates by loans; they 
raife their value by demand ; they cherifli and 
protect your relations which lie heavy on your pa 
tronage; and there is fcarcely an houfe in the 
kingdom that does not feel fome concern and in-, 
tereft that makes all reform of our caftern govern 
ment appear officious and difgufting; and on the 
whole, a moft difcouraging attempt. In fuch an at&gt; 
tempt you hurt thofe who are able to return kind- 
nefs, or to refent injury. If you fucceed, you 
fave thofe who cannot fo much as give you thanks. 
All thefe things mew the difficulty of the work 
we have on hand: but they mew its neceffity too. 
Our Indian government is in its beft ftate a griev 
ance. It is neceffary that the correctives mould 
be uncommonly vigorous; and the work of men, 
fanguine, warm, and even impaflioned in the 
caufe. But it is an arduous thing to plead againft 
abufes of a power which originates from your own 
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country, and affects thofe whom we are ufed to 
confider as flrangers. 

I fhall certainly endeavour to modulate myfelf 
to this temper; though I am fenlible that a cold 
flyle of defcribing actions which appear to me in 
a very affecting light, is equally contrary to the 
juftice due to the people, and to all genuine hu 
man feelings about them. I afk pardon of truth 
and nature for this compliance. But I fhall be 
very fparing of epithets either to perfons or things. 
It has been faid (and, with regard to one of them, 
with truth) that Tacitus and Machiavel, by their 
cold way of relating enormous crimes, have in 
fome fort appeared not to difapprove them ; that 
they feem a fort of profeffors of the art of ty 
ranny, and that they corrupt the minds of their 
readers, by not expreffing the deteftation and hor- 
rourthat naturally belong to horrible and deteftable 
proceedings. But we are in general, Sir, fo little 
acquainted with Indian details j the inftruments 
of oppreflion under which the people fuffer are fo 
hard to be underftood ; and even the very names 
of the fufferers are fo uncouth and flrange to our 
ears, that it is very difficult for our fympathy to 
fix upon thefe objects. I am fure that fome of us 
have come down flairs from the committee-room $ 
with impreflions on our minds, which to us were 
the inevitable refults of our difcoveries, yet if we 
fliould venture to exprefs ourfelves, in the proper 

language 
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language of our fentiments, to other gentlemen, 
not at all prepared to enter into the caufe of them, 
nothing could appear more harfh and diffonant, 
more violent and unaccountable, than our lan 
guage and behaviour. All thefe circumftances are 
not, I confefs, very favourable to the idea of our 
attempting to govern India at all. But there we 
are; there we are placed by the Sovereign Dif- 
pofer; and we muft do the beft we can in our 
fituation. The fituation of man is the preceptor 
of his duty. 

Upon the plan which I laid down, and to which 
I beg leave to return, I was confidering the con 
duct of the company to thofe nations which are 
indirectly fubject to their authority. The moft 
conliderable of the dependent princes is the nabob 
of Oude. *My right honourable friend, to whom 
we owe the remedial bills on your table, has al 
ready pointed out to you, in one of the reports, 
the condition of that prince, and as it flood in 
the time he alluded to. I mall only add a few 
circumftances that may tend to awaken fome fenfe 
of the manner in which the condition of the people 
is affected by that of the prince, and involved in 
it; and to mew you, that when we talk of the 
fufferings of princes, we do not lament the op- 
preffion of individuals ; and that in thefe cafes the 
high and the low fuffer together. 

* Mr. Fox. 

In 
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In the year 1779, the nabob of Oude reprefent- 
ed, through the Britifli refident at his court, that 
the number of company s troops Rationed in his 
dominions was a main caufe of his diftrefs ; and 
that all thofe which he was not bound by treaty 
to maintain mould be withdrawn, as they had 
greatly diminifhed his revenue, and impoverished 
his country. I will read you, if you pleafe, a few 
extracts from thefe reprefentations. 

He ftates, " that the country and cultivation 
" are abandoned; and this year in particular, 
* from the exceflive drought of the feafon, deduc- 
" tions of many lacks having been allowed to the 
" farmers, who are ftill left unfatisfied;" and then 
he proceeds with a long detail of his own diftrefs, 
and that of his family, and all his dependants j 
and adds, " that the new-raifed brigade is not 
" only quite ufelefs to my government, but is 
* moreover the caufe of much lofs, both in reve 
nues and cuftoms. The detached body of troops 
under European officers bring nothing but con- 
fufion to the affairs of my government, and are en- 
" tirely their own mq/ters." Mr. Middleton, Mr. 
Haftings s confidential relident, vouches for the 
truth of this reprefentation in its fulleft extent. 
" I am concerned to confefs, that there is too good 
" ground for this plea. The misfortune has been 
6 general throughout the whole of the vizier s [the 
4 nabob of Oude] dominions, obvious to ever) 
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body ; and fo fatal have been its confequencesr, 
that no perfon of either credit or character, 
would enter into engagements with government 
for farming the country." He then proceeds 
to give ftrong inftances of the general calamity, 
and its effects. 

It was now to be feen what fteps the governor- 
general and council took for the relief of this dif- 
trefled country, long labouring under the vexa 
tions of men, and now ftricken by the hand of 
God. The cafe of a general famine is known to 
relax the feverity even of the moft rigorous go 
vernment. Mr. Haftings does not deny, or mew 
the leaft doubt of the fact. The reprefentation is 
humble, and almoft abje&lt;5t. On this reprefenta 
tion from a great prince of the diftrefs of his fub- 
jec~ts,Mr. Haftings falls into a violent paflion ; fuch 
(as it feems) would be unjuftifiable in any one who 
fpeaks of any part of his conduct. He declares-, 
" that the demands , the tone in which they were 
" aflerted, and the feafon in which they were 
" made, are all equally alarming, and appear to 
him to require an adequate degree of firmnefs 
in this board, in oppofition to them." He pro 
ceeds to deal out very unreferved language, on 
the perfon and character of the nabob and his mi- 
nifters. He declares, that in a divifion between 
him and the nabob, " the Jlrongeji mufi decide" 
With regard to the urgent and inftant neceflity, 

from 
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from the failure of the crops, he fays, " that per- 
" baps expedients may be found far affording a 
** gradual relief from the burthen of which he fo 
" heavily complains, and it mall be my endeavour 
" to feek them out:" and left he mould be fuf- 
pected of too much hafte to alleviate fufferings, 
and to remove violence, he fays, "that thefe muft 
" be gradually applied, and their complete effett 
" may be dijtant\ and this I conceive is all he can 
66 claim of right." 

This complete effect of his lenity is diftant in 
deed. Rejecting this demand, (as he calls the na 
bob s abject fupplication) he attributes it, as he 
ufually does all things of the kind, to the divifion 
in their government ; and fays, " this is a power- 
" ful motive with me (however inclined I might 
" be, upon any other occajion, to yield to fome part 
" of his demand) to give them an abfolute and un- 
" conditional refufal upon the prefent ; and even to 
bring to punijhment) if my influence can produce that 
effect i thofe incendiaries who have endeavoured to 
make themfelves the injlruments of divifion between 
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Here, Sir, is much heat and paflion; but no 
more confideration of the diftrefs of the country, 
from a failure of the means of fubfiftence, and (if 
poffible) the worfe evil of an ufelefs and licentious 
foldiery, than if they were the moil contemptible 
of all trifles. A letter is written in conference, 

in 
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in fuch a ftyle of lofty defpotifm, as I believe has 
hitherto been unexampled and unheard-of in the 
records of the Eaft. The troops were continued. 
The gradual relief, whole effect was to be fo dif- 
tant, has never been fubftantially and beneficially 
applied and the country is ruined. 

Mr. Haftings, two years after, when it was too 
late, faw the abfolute neceflity of a removal of 
the intolerable grievance of this licentious foldiery, 
which, under pretence of defending it, held the 
country under military execution. A new treaty 
and arrangement, according to the pleafure of 
Mr. Haftings, took place; and this new treaty was 
broken in the old manner, in every efiential ar 
ticle. The foldiery were again fent, and again fet 
loofe. The effect of all his manoeuvres, from 
which it feems he was fanguine enough to enter 
tain hopes, upon the ftate of the country, he him- 
felf informs us, " the event has proved the reverfe 
of his hopes, and accumulation of diftrefs^ debafe- 
ment, and dij/htisfaclion to the nabob, and dif- 
app ointment and dlfgrace to me. Every meafure 
[which he had himfelf propofed] has been fo 
conduced as to give him caufe of difpleafurej 
" there are no officers eftablifhed by which his af- 
" fairs could be regularly conducted ; mean, in- 
" capable, and indigent men have been appointed. 
" A number of the diftricts without authority, 
* and without the means of perfonal protection ; 
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" fome of them have been murdered by the ze- 
" mindars, and thofe zemindars, inftead of pu- 
" nifhment, have been permitted to retain their 
" zemindaries, with independent authority; all 
" the other zemindars fuffered to rife up in rebel- 
" lion, and to infult the authority of the drear, 

without any attempt made to fupprefs them; 

and the company s debt, inftead of being dif- 
" charged by the alignments and extraordinary 
" fources of money provided for that purpofe, is 
" likely to exceed even the amount at which it flood at 
** the time in which the arrangement with his excellency 
" -was concluded" The houfe will fmile at the re- 
fource on wliich the directors take credit as fuch 
a certainty in their curious account. 

This is Mr. Haftings s own narrative of the ef 
fects of his own fettlement. This is the ftate of 
the country which we have been told is in perfect 
peace and order; and, what is curious, he informs 
us, that every part of this was foretold to him in the 
order and manner in which it happened, at the very 
time he made his arrangement of men and mea- 
fures. 

The invariable courfe of the company s policy 
is this: Either they fet up fome prince too odious 
to maintain himfelf without the necefiity of their 
afliftance; or they foon render him odious, by 
making him the inftrument of their government. 
In that cafe troops are bountifully fent to him to 

VOL. IV. E maintain 



50 SPECH ON MR. 

maintain his authority. That he mould have no 
want of affiftance, a civil gentleman, called a refi- 
dent, is kept at his court, who, under pretence 
of providing duly for the pay of thefe troops, gets 
alignments on the revenue into his hands. Under 
his provident management, debts foon accumu 
late; new alignments are made for thefe debts; 
until, ftepby ftep, the whole revenue, and with it 
the whole power of the country, is delivered into 
his hands. The military do not behold without 
a virtuous emulation the moderate gains of the 
civil department. They feel that, in a country 
driven to habitual rebellion by the civil govern 
ment, the military is necefiary; and they will not 
permit their fervices to go unrewarded. Traces of 
country are delivered over to their difcretion. 
Then it is found proper to convert their command 
ing officers into farmers of revenue. Thus between 
the well paid civil, and well-rewarded military 
eftablifhment, the iituation of the natives may be 
eaiily conjectured. The authority of the regular 
and lawful government is every where and in 
every point extinguifhed. Diforders and violences 
arife; they are reprefled by other diforders and 
other violences. Wherever the collectors of the 
revenue, and the farming colonels and majors 
move, ruin is about them, rebellion before and 
behind them. The people in crowds fly out of the 
country; and the frontier is guarded by lines of 

troops, 
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troops, not to exclude an enemy, but to prevent 
the efcape of the inhabitants. 

By thefe means, in the courfe of not more than 
four or five years, this once opulent and flourim- 
ing country, which, by the accounts given in the 
Bengal consultations, yielded more than three 
crore of Sicca rupees, that is, above three millions 
fterling annually, is reduced, as far as I can dif- 
cover, in a matter purpofely involved in the ut- 
moft perplexity, to lefs than one million three 
hundred thoufand pounds, and that exacted by 
every mode of rigour that can be devifed. To 
complete the bufmefs, moft of the wretched rem 
nants of this revenue are mortgaged, and deliver 
ed into the hands of the ufurers at Benares (for 
there alone are to be found fome lingering remains 
of the ancient wealth of thefe regions) at an in- 
tereft of near thirty per cent, per annum. 

The revenues in this manner failing, they 
feized upon the eftates of every perfon of emi 
nence in the country, and under the name of re- 
fumption, confifcated their property. I wiih, Sir, 
to be underftood univerflilly and literally, when I 
aflert, that there is not left one man of property 
and fubftance for his rank, in the whole of thefe" 
provinces, in provinces which are nearly the ex 
tent of England and Wales taken together. Not 
one landholder, not one banker,, not one mer 
chant, not one even of thofe who ufually perifh 

E 2 Jaft, 
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laft, the ultlmum moriens in a ruined ftate, not one 
farmer of revenue. 

One country for a while remained, which ftood 
as an ifland in the midft of the grand wafte of the 
company s dominion. My right honourable friend, 
in his admirable fpeech on moving the bill, juft 
touched the lituation, the- offences, and the pu- 
nifhment of a native prince, called Fizulla Khan. 
This man, by policy and force, had protected him- 
felf from the general extirpation of the Rohilla 
chiefs. He was fecured (if that were any fecurity) 
by a treaty. It was ftated to you, as it was ftated 
by the enemies of that unfortunate man " that 
" the whole of his country is what the whole 
" country of the Rohillas was, cultivated like a 
" garden, without one neglected fpot in it." 
Another accufer fays, " Fyzoolah Khan, though 
" a bad foldier, [that is the true fource of his mis 
fortune] has approved himfelf a good aumil ; 
having, it is fuppofed, in the courfe of a few 
" years, at leaft doubled \\\Q population and revenue 
" of his country." In another part pf the corre- 
fpondence he is charged with making his country 
an afylum for the opprelfed peafants, who fly from 
the territories of Oude. The improvement of his 
revenue, arifmg from this lingle crime, (which 
Mr. Haftings confiders as tantamount to treafon) 
is ftated at an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
a year. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Swift fomewhere fays, that he who could 
make two blades of grafs grow where but one 
grew before, was a greater benefactor to the hu 
man race than all the politicians that ever exifted. 
This prince, who would have been deified by an 
tiquity, who would have been ranked with Oliris, 
and Bacchus, and Ceres, and the divinities moil 
propitious to men, was, for thofe very merits, by 
name attacked by the company s government, as 
a cheat, a robber, a traitor. In the fame breath 
in which he was accufed as a rebel, he was ordered 
at once to furnim 5,000 horfe. On delay, or (ac 
cording to the technical phrafe, when any remon- 
ftrance is made to them) " on evafion" he was de 
clared a violator of treaties, and every thing he had 
was to be taken from him. Not one word, how 
ever, of horfe in this treaty. 

The territory of this Fizulla Khan, Mr. Speaker, 
is lefs than the county of Norfolk. It is an inland 
country, full feven hundred miles from any fea- 
port, and not diftinguimed for any one confide- 
rable branch of manufacture whatfoever. From 
this territory feveral very confiderable fums had 
at feveral times been paid to the Britim refident. 
The demand of cavalry, without a ftiadow or de 
cent pretext of right, amounted to three hundred 
thoufand a year more, at the lowed computation ; 
and it is ftated, by the laft perfon fent to negotiate, 
as a demand of little ufe, if it could be complied 

3 with; 
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with; but that the compliance was impoflible, as it 
amounted to more than his territories could fup- 
ply, if there had been no other demand upon him 
three hundred thoufand pounds a year from an 
inland country not fo large as Norfolk! 

The thing moft extraordinary was to hear the 
culprit defend hirnfelf from the imputation of his 
virtues, as if they had been the blackeft offences. 
He extenuated the fuperiour cultivation of his 
country. He denied its population. He endea 
voured to prove that he had often fent back the 
poor peafant that fought fhelter with him. 1 can 
make no obfervation on this. 

After a variety of extortions and vexations, too 
fatiguing to you, too difgufting to me, to go 
through with, they found " that they ought to 
" be in a better ftate to warrant forcible means;" 
they therefore contented themfelves with a grofs 
fum of 150,000 pounds for their prefent demand. 
They offered him indeed an indemnity from their 
exactions in future for three hundred thoufand 
pounds more. But he refufed to buy their fecu- 
rities; pleading (probably with truth) his poverty: 
but if the plea were not founded, in my opinion 
very wifely; not choofmg to deal any more in 
that dangerous commodity of the company s faith; 
and thinking it better to cppofe diftrefs and un 
armed obftinacy to uncoloured exaction, than to 
fubjecl himfelf to be conficlered as a cheat, if he 

mould 
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fhould make a treaty in the lead beneficial to him- 
felf. 

Thus they executed an exemplary punimment 
on Fizulla Khan for the culture of his country. 
But, confcious that the prevention of evils is the 
great object of all good regulation, they deprived 
him of the means of increafing that criminal culti 
vation in future, by exhaufting his coffers; and, 
that the population of his country mould no more 
be a {landing reproach and libel on the company s 
government, they bound him, by a pofitive engage 
ment, not to afford any fhelter whatfoever to the 
farmers and labourers who mould feck refuge in 
his territories, from the exactions of the Brilifh re- 
iidents in Oude. When they had done all this ef 
fectually, they gave him a full and complete ac 
quittance from all charges of rebellion, or of any 
intention to rebel, or of his having originally had 
any intereft in, or any means of rebellion. 

Thefe intended rebellions are one of the com 
pany s Handing refources. When money has been 
thought to be heaped up any where, its owners 
are univerfally accufed of rebellion, until they are 
acquitted of their money and their treafons at 
once. The money once taken, all accufation, trial, 
and punifliment ends. It is fo fettled a refource, 
that I rather wonder how it comes to be omitted 
in the directors account ; but I take it for granted 
this omiflion will be fupplied in their next edition. 

E 4 The 
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The company firetched this refource to the full 
extent, when they accufed two old women, in the 
remoteft corner of India (who could have no pof- 
iible view or motive to raife difturbances) of being 
engaged in rebellion, with an intent to drive out 
the Engliih nation, in whofe protection, purchafed 
by money and fecured by treaty, refted the fole 
hope of their exiftence. But the company wanted 
money, and the old women muft be guilty of a 
plot. They were accufed of rebellion, and they 
were convicted of wealth. Twice had great fums 
been extorted from them, and as often had the 
Britiih faith guaranteed the remainder. A body 
of Britifh troops, with one of the military farmers 
general at their head, was fent to feize upon the 
caftle in which thefe helplefs women refided. Their 
chief eunuchs, who were their agents, their guar 
dians, protectors, perfons of high rank according 
to the Eaftern manners, and of great truft, were 
thrown into dungeons, to make them difcover 
their hidden treafures; and there they lie at pre- 
fent. The lands ailigned for the maintenance of 
the women were feized and coniifcated. Their 
jewels and effects were taken, and fet up to a pre 
tended auction in an obfcure place, and bought at 
fuch a price as the gentlemen thought proper to 
give. No account has ever been tranfmitted of 
the articles or produce of this fale. What money 
was obtained is unknown, or what terms were 

ftipulated 
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ftipulated for the maintenance of thefe defpoiled 
ar.J forlorn creatures; for by fome particulars it 
appears as if an engagement of the kind was 
made. 

Let me here remark, once for all, that though 
the act of 1773 requires that an account of all pro 
ceedings fhould be diligently tranfmitted, that this 
like all the other injunctions of the law, is totally 
defpifed ; and that half at lead of the moft impor 
tant papers are intentionally withheld. 

I wilh you, Sir, to advert particularly, in this 
tranfaction, to the quality and the numbers of the 
perfons fpoiled, and the inflrument by w r hom that 
fpoil was made. Thefe ancient matrons called the 
Begums, or Princeffes, were of the firft birth and 

O * * 

quality in India, the one mother, the other wife, 
of the late nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, a prince 
poflefied of extenfive and fiouriming dominions, 
and the fecond man in the Mogul empire. This 
prince (fufpicious, and not unjuftly fufpicious, of 
his fon and fucceflbr) at his death committed his 
trcafures and his family to the Britrfh faith. That 
family and houfehold, coniifted of tivo thoufand 
women, to which were added two other feraglios 
of near kindred, and faid to be extremely nume 
rous, and (as I am well informed) of about four- 
fcore of the nabob s children, with all the eunuchs, 
the ancient fervants, and a multitude of the de 
pendants 
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pendants of his fplendid court. Thefe were all to 
be provided, for prefent maintenance and future 
eftablifhment, from the lands affigned as dower, 
and from the treafures which he left to thefe ma 
trons, in truft for the whole family. 

So far as to the objects of the fpoil. The inftru- 
ment chofen by Mr. Haftings to defpoil the relict 
of Sujah Dowlah was her own fon, the reigning 
nabob of Oude. It was the pious hand of a fon 
that was felected to tear from his mother and 
grandmother the provifton of their age, the main 
tenance of his brethren, and of all the ancient 
houfehold of his father. [Here a laugh from fome 
young members] The laugh isfea/bnable, and the 
occalion decent and proper. 

By the laft advices fomething of the mm ex 
torted remained unpaid. The women in defpair 
refufed to deliver more, unlefs their lands are re- 
ftored, and their rninifters releafed from prifon: 
but Mr. Haftings and his council, fteady to their 
point, and confident to the laft in their conduct, 
write to the refident to ftimulate the fon to accom- 
plifh the filial acts he had brought fo near to their 
perfection. " We deiire," fay they in their letter 
to the refident, (written fo late as March laft) " that 

you will inform us if any, and what means, 

have been taken for recovering the balance due 
" from the Begum [PrincefsJ at Fizabad; and 

" that, 
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" that, if neceffary, you recommend it to the vizier 
" to enforce the moji effeftual means for that pur- 
" pofe." 

What their effectual means of enforcing de 
mands on women of high rank and condition are, 
I fliall mew you, Sir, in a few minutes; when I 
reprefent to you another of thefe plots and re 
bellions, which always^ in India, though fo rarely 
any where elfe, are the offspring of an eafy condi 
tion, and hoarded riches. 

Benares is the capital city of the Indian reli 
gion. It is regarded as holy by a particular and 
diftinguiflied fanctity; and the Gentoos in general 
think themfelves as much obliged to vifit it once 
in their lives as the Mahometans to perform their 
pilgrimage to Mecca. By this means that city 
grew great in commerce and opulence; and fo 
effectually was it fecured by the pious veneration 
of that people, that in all wars and in all violences 
of power, there was fo fure an afylum, both for 
poverty and wealth, (as it were under a divine 
protection) that the wifeft laws and beft affured 
free conftitution could not better provide for the 
relief of the one, or the fafety of the other; and 
this tranquillity influenced to the greateft degree 
the profperity of all the country, and the territory 
of which it was the capital. The intereft of money 
there was not more than half the ufual rate in 
which it ftood in all other places. The reports 

have 
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have fully informed you of the means and of the 
terms in which this city and the territory called 
Gazipour, of which it was the head, came under 
the fovereignty of the Eaft India company. 

If ever there was a fubordinate dominion plea- 
fantly circumftanced to the fuperiour power, it was 
this; a large rent or tribute, to the amount of two 
hundred and fixty thoufand pounds a year, was 
paid in monthly inftalments with the punctuality 
of a dividend at the bank. If ever there was a 
prince who could not have an intereft in diftur- 
bances, it was its fovereign, the rajah Cheit Sing. 
He was in poffeflion of the capital of his religion, 
and a willing revenue was paid by the devout 
people who reforted to him from all parts. His 
fovereignty and his independence, except his tri 
bute, was fecured by every tie. His territory was 
not much lefs than half of Ireland, and difplayed 
in all parts a degree of cultivation, eafe, and plenty, 
under his frugal and paternal management, which 
left him nothing to defire, either for honour or 
fatisfaclion. 

This was the light in which this country ap 
peared to almofl every eye. But Mr. Haftings be 
held it afkance. Mr. Haftings tells us that it was 
reported of this Cheit Sing, that his father left him 
a million fterling, and that he made annual accef- 
fions to the hoard. Nothing could be fo obnoxious 
to indigent power. So much wealth could not be 

innocent. 
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innocent. The houfe is fully acquainted with the 
unfounded and unjuft requifitions which were 
made upon this prince. The queftion has been 
moft ably and conclusively cleared up in one of the 
reports of the felect committee, and in an anfwer 
of the court of directors to an extraordinary pub 
lication againftthem by their fervant,Mr.Haftings. 
But I mean to pafs by thefe exactions, as if they 
were perfectly juft and regular; and, having ad 
mitted them, I take what I {hall now trouble you 
with, only as it ferves to {hew the fpirit of the 
company s government, the mode in which it is 
carried on, and the maxims on which it proceeds. 
Mr. Haftings, from whom I take the doctrine, 
endeavours to prove that Cheit Sing was no fove- 
reign prince; but a mere zemindar or common 
fubject, holding land by rent. If this be granted 
to him, it is next to be feen under what terms he 
is of opinion fuch a landholder, that is a Britiih 
fubject, holds his life and property under the com 
pany s government. It is proper to underftanjd 
well the doctrines of the perfon whofe adminiftra- 
tion has lately received fuch diftinguimed approba 
tion from the company. His doctrine is " that 
" the company, or the perfon delegated by it, holds 
" an abfolute authority over fuch zemindars; \ 
" that he [fuch a fubject] owes an implicit and un- 
" referred obedience to its authority, at the for- 
"feiture even of his life and property, at the DIS- 

" CRETION 
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" CRETION of thofe who held or fully reprefented 
" the fovereign authority; and that thefe rights 
" are fully delegated to him Mr. Haftings." 

Such is a Britilh governour s idea of the con 
dition of a great zemindar holding under a Britifh 
authority ; and this kind of authority he fuppofes 
fully delegated to him-, though no fuch delegation 
appears in any commiflion, inftruction, or act of 
parliament. At his difcretion he may demand, of 
the fubftance of any zemindar over and above his 
rent or tribute, even what he pleafes, with a fove 
reign authority; and if he does not yield an im 
plicit unreferved obedience to all his commands, he 
forfeits his lands, his life, and his property, at Mr. 
Haftings s difcretion. But, extravagant, and even 
frantick as thefe poiitions appear, they are lefs fo 
than what I mail now read to you ; for he aflerts, 
that if any one Ihould urge an exemption from 
more than a ftated payment, or mould confider 
the deeds, which palled between him and the 
beard, " as bearing the quality and force of a treaty 
" between equal ftates," he fays, " that fuch an 
" opinion is itfelf criminal to the ftate of which he 
" is a fubjecl; and that he was himfelf amenable 
to its juftice, if he gave countenance to fuch a 
belief" Here is a new fpecies of crime invented, 
that of countenancing a belief but a belief of 
what? A belief of that which the court of direc 
tors, Haftings s matters, ar&gt;d a committee of this 

houfe, 
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houfe, have decided as this prince s indifputable 
right. 

But fuppofing the rajah of Benares to be a mere 
fubject, and that fubject a criminal of the higheft 
form ; let us fee what courfe was taken by an up 
right Engliih magiftrate. Did he cite this culprit 
before his tribunal? Did he make a charge? Did 
he produce witneffes? Thefe are not forms; they 
are parts of fubftantial and eternal juftice. No, 
not a word of all this, Mr. Haftings concludes him, 
in his own mind, to be guilty; he makes this con- 
clufion on reports, on hearfays, on appearances, 
on rumours, on conjectures, on prefumptions; and 
even thefe never once hinted to the party, nor 
publickly to any human being, till the whole bufi- 
nefs was done. 

But the governour tells you his motive for this 
extraordinary proceeding, fo contrary to every 
mode of juftice towards either a prince or a fub 
jecl:, fairly and without difguife; and he puts into 
your hands the key of his whole conduct : " 1 
" will fuppofe, for a moment, that I have acted 
" with unwarrantable rigour towards Cheit Sing, 
" and even with injuftice. Let my MOTIVE be 
" confulted. I left Calcutta, imprefied with a be- 
" lief that extraordinary means were neceflary, and 
" thofe exerted with zfteady hand, to preferve the 
" company s interefts from finking under the accumu- 

" lated 
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" lated weight which oppre/ed them. I faw a political 
" neceflity for curbing the overgrown power of a 
" great member of their dominion, and for mak- 
" }ng it contribute to the relief of their prcffing exi- 
gencies." This is plain fpeaking; after this, it 
is no wonder that the rajah s wealth and his of 
fence, the neceffities of the judge, and the opulence 
of the delinquent, are never feparated, through 
the whole of Mr. Haftings s apology. " The jui- 
" tice m& policy of exacting a large pecuniary mulct." 
The refolution " to draw from his guilt the means 
" of relief to the company s diftre/es." His determi 
nation " to make him pay largely for his pardon, 
" or to execute a fevere vengeance for paft delin- 
" quency." That " as his wealth was great, and 
" the company s exigencies preffing, he thought it a 
meafure of juftice and policy to exad from him 
" a large pecuniary mulct for their relief" The 
fum (fays Mr. Wheler, bearing evidence, at his 
defire, to his intentions) "to which the governour 
" declared his refolution to extend his fine, was 
" forty or fifty lacks, that is four or Jive hundred 
" thoufand pounds-, and that if he refufed, he was 
" to be removed from his zemindary entirely ; or 
" by taking poffeflion of his forts, to obtain, out of 
" the treafure depofited in them, the above fum for 
" the company. * 

Crimes fo convenient, crimes fo politick, crimes 

fo 
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fo neceflfary, crimes fo alleviating of diftrefs, can 
never be wanting to thofe who ufe no procefs, and 
who produce no proofs. 

But there is another ferious part (what is not 
fo?) in this affair. Let us fuppofe that the power, 
for which Mr. Haftings contends, a power which 
no fovereign ever did, or ever can veil in any of 
his fubjects, namely, his own fovereign authority, 
to be conveyed by the act of parliament to any man 
or body of men whatfoever ; it certainly was never 
given to Mr. Haftings. The powers given by the 
act of 1773 were formal and official; they were 
given not to the governour general, but to the 
major vote of the board, as a board, on difcuflion 
amongft themfelves, in their publick character and 
capacity; and their acts in that character and ca 
pacity were to be afcertained by records and mi 
nutes of council. The defpotick acts exercifed by 
Mr. Haftings were done merely in his private cha 
racter; and, if they had been moderate and juft, 
would ftill be the acts of an ufurped authority, 
and without any one of the legal modes of pro 
ceeding which could give him competence for the 
moft trivial exertion of power. There was no 
proportion or deliberation whatfoever in council, 
no minute on record, by circulation or otherwife, 
to authorize his proceedings. No .delegation of 
power to impofe a fine, or to take any ftep to de 
prive the rajah of Benares of his government, his 

VOL. IV. F property, 
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property, or his liberty. The minutes of conful- 
tation aflign to his journey a totally different ob 
ject, duty, and deftination. Mr. Wheler, at his 
defire, tells us long after, that he had a confiden 
tial converfation with him on various fubjects, of 
which this was the principal, in which Mr. Haft- 
ings notified to him his fecret intentions; " and 
" that he befpoke his fupport of the meafures which 
" he intended to purfue towards him (the rajah.)" 
This confidential difcourfe, and befpeaking of fup 
port, could give him no power, in oppofition to 
an exprefs act of parliament, and the whole tenour 
of the orders of the court of directors. 

In what manner the powers thus ufurped were 
employed, is known to the whole world. All the 
houfe knows, that the defign on the rajah proved 
as unfruitful as it was violent. The unhappy 
prince was expelled, and his more unhappy coun 
try was enflaved and ruined ; but not a rupee was 
acquired. Inftead of treafure to recruit the com 
pany s finances, wafted by their wanton wars and 
corrupt jobs, they were plunged into a new war 
which ftiook their power in India to its founda 
tion; and, to ufe the governor s own happy fimile, 
might have dhTolved it like a magick ftructure, 
if the talifman had been broken. 

But the fuccefs is no part of my confideration, 
who Ihould think juft the fame of this bufinefs, if 
the fpoil of one rajah had been fully acquired, and 

faithfully 
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faithfully applied to the deftruclion of twenty 
other rajahs. Not only the arreft of the rajah in 
his palace was unneceflary and unwarrantable, and 
calculated to ftir up any manly blood which re 
mained in his fubjects ; but the defpotick ftyle, and 
the extreme infolence of language and demeanour, 
ufed to a perfon of great condition among the po- 
liteft people in the world, was intolerable. No 
thing aggravates tyranny fo much as contumely. 
Ouicquid fuperbia in contumeliis was charged by a 
great man of antiquity, as a principal head of of 
fence againft the governour general of that day. 
The unhappy people were ftill more infulted. A 
relation, but an enemy to the family, a notorious 
robber and villain, called Uflaun Sing, kept as a 
hawk in a mew, to fly upon this nation, was fet 
up to govern there, inftead of a prince honoured 
and beloved. But when the bufinefs of infult was 
accomplifhed, the revenue was too ferious a con 
cern to be entrufted to fuch hands. Another was 
fet up in his place, as guardian to an infant. 

But here, Sir, mark the effect of all thefe extra 
ordinary means, of all this policy and juftice. The 
revenues which had been hitherto paid with fuch 
aftonifhing punctuality, fell into arrear. The new 
prince guardian was depofed without ceremony; 
and with as little, caft into prifon. The govern 
ment of that once happy country has been in the 
utmoft confulion ever fince fuch good order was 

F 2 taken 
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taken about it. But, to complete the contumely 
offered to this undone people, and to make them 
feel their fervitude in all its degradation, and all 
its bitternefs, the government of their facred city 
the government of that Benares which had been 
fo refpected by Perfian and Tartar conquerors, 
though of the Muffulman perfuafion, that, even 
in the plenitude of their pride, power and bigotry, 
no magiftrate of that feel entered the place, was 
now delivered over by Englifli hands to a Maho 
metan ; and an Ali Ibrahim Khan was introduced, 
under the company s authority, with power of 
life and death, into the fanctuary of the Gentoo 
religion. 

After this, the taking off a flight payment, 
cheerfully made by pilgrims to a chief of their 
own rites, was reprefented as a mighty benefit. It 
remains only to mew, through the conduct in this 
bufinefs, the fpirit of the company s government, 
and the refpect they pay towards other prejudices 
not lefs regarded in the eafl than thofe of religion; 
I mean the reverence paid to the female fex in ge 
neral, and particularly to women of high rank 
and condition. During the general confufion of 
the country of Gazypore, Panna, the mother of 
Cheit Sing, was lodged with her train in a caftle 
called Bidge Gur, in which were likewife depo- 
fited a large portion of the treafures of her fon, or 
more probably her own. To whomfoever they 

belonged 
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belonged was indifferent ; for though no charge of 
rebellion was made on this woman (which was 
rather fingular, as it would have coft nothing) 
they were refolved to fecure her with her fortune. 
The caflle was befieged by major Popham. 

There was no great reafon to apprehend that 
foldiers ill paid, that foldiers who thought they 
had been defrauded of their plunder on former 
fervices of the fame kind, would not have been 
fufficiently attentive to the fpoil they were ex- 
prefsly come for; but the gallantry and generofity 
of the profeffion was juftly fufpected, as being likely 
to fet bounds to military rapacioufnefs. The com 
pany s firft civil magiftrate difcovered the greateft 
uneaiinefs left the women mould have any thing 
preferved to them. Terms, tending to put fome 
reftraint on military violence, were granted. He 
writes a letter to Mr. Popham, referring to fome 
letter written before to the fame effect, which I do 
not remember to have feen ; but it mews his anx 
iety on this fubject. Hear himfelf : u I think every 
" demand fhe has made on you, except that of 
" fafety and refpecl to her perfon, is unreafonable. 
" If the reports brought to me are true, your re- 
" jecting her offers, or any negotiation, would foon 
" obtain you the fort upon your own terms. I 
" apprehend me will attempt to defraud the captors 
" of a confiderable part of their booty , by being fuffered 
&lt;* to retire without examination. But this is your 

F 3 " concern, 
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your officers and foldiers loft any part of the re 
ward to which they are fo well entitled; but 
you muft be the beft judge of ihepromifed indul 
gence to the ranny: what you have engaged 
for I will certainly ratify; but as to fuffering the 
ranny to hold the purgunna of Hurlich, or any 
other zemindary, without being fubjecl: to the 
* authority of the zemindar, or any lands whatfo- 
" ever, or indeed making any condition with her 
" for a provifion, I will never confent" 

Here your governour ftimulates a rapacious and 
licentious foldiery to the perfonal fearch of women, 
left thefe unhappy creatures fhould avail themfelves 
of the protection of their fex to fecure any fupply 
for their neceffities ; and he pofitively orders that 
no ftipulation fhould be made for any provifion 
for them. The widow and mother of a prince, 
well informed of her miferable fituation, and the 
caufe of it, a woman of this rank became a fup- 
pliant to the domeftick fervant of Mr. Haftings 
(they are his own words that I read;) " imploring 
" his interceffion, that fhe may be relieved from 
&lt;c the hard/hips and dangers of her prefent fituation ; 
" and offering to furrender the fort, and the trea- 
" fure and valuable ejfecls contained in it, provided 
" fhe can be affured of fafety and protection to her 
" perfon and honour , and to that of her family and 
" attendants." He is fo good as to confent to this, 

" provided 
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" provided fhe furrenders every thing of value, 
" with the referve only of fuch articles as you mall 
" think necejary to her condition, or as you your- 
"felfihtil be difpofed to indulge her with. But 
" fhould me refufe to execute the promife me has 
" made, or delay it beyond the term of twenty- 
" four hours, it is my pofitive injunction, that you 
" immediately put a ftop to any further inter- 
" courfe or negotiation with her, and on no pre- 
" text renew it. If me difappoints or trifles with 
" me, after I have fubjecled my duan to the dif- 
" grace of returning ineffectually, and of courfe 
" myfelf to difcredit, I mall confider it as a wanton 

affront and indignity which I can never forgive ; 

nor will I grant her any conditions whatever, 

but leave her expofed to thofe dangers which ihe 
" has chofen to rifk, rather than truft to the 
" clemency and generofity of our government. I 
" think me cannot be ignorant of thefe confe- 

quences, and will not venture to incur them; 

and it is for this reafon I place a dependance on 
" her offers, and have confented to fend my duan 
" to her." The dreadful fecret hinted at by the 
merciful governour in the latter part of the letter, 
is well underftood in India; where thofe who fuffer 
corporeal indignities, generally expiate the offences 
of others with their own blood. However, in 
fpite of all thefe, the temper of the military did, 
fome way or other, operate. They came to terms 
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which have never been tranfmitted. It appears 
that a fifteenth per cent, of the plunder was referved 
to the captives, of which the unhappy mother of 
the prince of Benares was to have a mare. This 
ancient matron, born to better things [a laugh 
from certain young gentlemen] I fee no caufe for 
this mirth. A good author of antiquity reckons 
among the calamities of his time. Nobtlffimarum 
fceminarum exilia et fugas. I fay, Sir, this ancient 
lady was compelled to quit her houfe with three 
hundred helplefs women, and a multitude of chil 
dren in her train ; but the lower fort in the camp 
it feems could not be reftrained. They did not 
forget the good leffons of the governour general. 
They were unwilling " to be defrauded of a con- 
" fiderable part of their booty, by fuffering them 
" to pafs without examination." They examined 
them, Sir, with a vengeance, and the facred pro 
tection of that awful character, Mr. Haftings s 
maitre d hotel, could not fecure them from infult, 
and plunder. Here is Popham s narrative of the af 
fair: " The ranny came out of the fort, with her 
" family and dependants, the loth at night, owing 
" to which fuch attention was not paid to her as 
" I wifhed ; and I am exceedingly forry to inform 
you, that the licentioufnefs of our followers was 
beyond the bounds of control; for, notwithjianding 
" all I could do, her people were plundered on the 
" road of moft of the things which they brought out of 

" the 
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* the fort, by which means one of the articles of fur - 
" render has been much infringed. The diftrefs I 
" have felt upon this occafion cannot be expreffed, 
" and can only be allayed by a firm performance 
" of the other articles of the treaty, which I (hall 
" make it my bufmefs to enforce. 

" The fufpicions which the officers had of trea- 
" chery, and the delay made to our getting poffef- 
" fion, had enraged them, as well as the troops, 
" fo much, that the treaty was at firft regarded 
" as void, but this determination was foon fuc- 
" ceeded by pity and companion for the unfortu- 
" nate befieged." After this comes, in his due 
order, Mr. Haftings; who is fullofforrow and 
indignation, &c. &c. &c. according to the beft and 
moft authentick precedents eftablifhed upon fuch 
occafion s. 

The women being thus difpofed of, that is, 
completely defpoiled, and pathetically lamented, 
Mr. Haftings at length recollected the great object 
of his enterprife, which, during his zeal left the 
officers and foldiers mould lofe any part of their 
reward, he feems to have forgot; that is to fay, 
" to draw from the rajah s guilt the means of re- 
" lief to the company s diftreffes." This was to 
be the ftrong hold of his defence. This compaf- 
fion to the company, he knew by experience would 
fanctify a great deal of rigour towards the natives. 
But the military had diftreffes of their own, which 

they 
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they confidered firft. Neither Mr.Haftings s autho 
rity, nor his fupplications, could prevail on them 
to affign a {hilling to the claim he made on the part 
of the company. They divided the booty amongft 
themfelves. Driven from his claim, he was re 
duced to petition for the fpoil as a loan. But the 
foldiers were too wife to venture as a loan, what 
the borrower claimed as a right. In defiance of 
all authority, they fhared among themfelves about 
two hundred thoufand pounds fterling, befides 
what had been taken from the women. 

In all this there is nothing wonderful. "We may 
reft amired, that when the maxims of any govern 
ment eftablifh among its refources extraordinary 
means, and thofe exerted with a ftrong hand, 
that ftrong hand will provide thofe extraordinary 
means for itfelf. Whether the foldiers had reafon 
or not (perhaps much might be laid for them) cer 
tain it is, the military difcipline of India was 
ruined from that moment ; and the fame rage for 
plunder, the fame contempt of fubordination, 
which blafted all the hopes of extraordinary means 
from your ftrong hand at Benares, have very 
lately loft you an army in Myfore. This is vifible 
enough from the accounts in the laft Gazette. 

There is no doubt but that the country and city 
of Benares, now brought into the fame order, 
will very foon exhibit, if it does not already dif- 
play, the fame appearance with thofe countries and 
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cities which are under better fubjection. A great 
mafter, Mr. Haftings, has himfelf been at the pains 
of drawing a picture of one of thefe countries, I 
mean the province and city of Farruckabad. 
There is no reafon to queftion his knowledge of 
the facts; and his authority (on this point at leaft) 
is above all exception, as well for the ftate of the 
country as for the caufe. In his minute of con- 
fultation, Mr. Haftings defer ibes forcibly the con- 
fequences which arife from the degradation into 
which we have funk the native government. " The 
" total want (fays he) of all order, regularity, or 
" authority, in his (the nabob of Farruckabad s) 
government, and to which, among other ob 
vious caufes, it may no doubt be owing that the 
country of Farruckabad is become almojl an en 
tire -wajle, without cultivation or inhabitants ; that 
the capital, which, but a very fliort time ago, 
was diftinguifhed as one of the moft populous 
and opulent commercial cities in Hindoftan, at 
prefent exhibits nothing but fcenes of the moft 
wretched poverty , defolation and mifery\ and that 
" the nabob himfelf ", though in the poffeflion of a 
" tract of country which, with only common care, 
" is notorioufly capable of yielding an annual re- 
" venue of between thirty and forty lacks, (three 
" or four hundred thoufand pounds) with no mi- 
" litary ejtablifoment to maintain, fcarcely com- 
" mands the means of a barefubjt/ience. 

This is a true and unexagge rated picture, not 

only 
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only of Farruckabad, but of at leaft three fourths 
of the country which we poffefs, or rather lay 
wafte, in India. Now, Sir, the houfe will be de- 
firous to know for what purpofe this picture was 
drawn. It was for a purpofe, I will not fay lau 
dable, but neceifary, that of taking the unfortu 
nate prince and his country out of the hands of 
a fequeftrator fent thither by the nabob of Oude, 
the mortal enemy of the prince thus ruined, and 
to protect him by means of a Britifh reiident, who 
might carry his complaints to the fuperiour reiident 
at Oude, or tranfmit them to Calcutta. But mark 
how the reformer perfifted in his reformation. 
The effect of the meafure was better than was pro 
bably expected. The prince began to be at eafe ; 
the country began to recover; and the revenue 
began to be collected. Thefe were alarming cir- 
cumftances. Mr. Haft ings not only recalled the re 
iident, but he entered into a formal ftipulation with 
the nabob of Oude, never to fend an Englifh fub- 
ject again to Farruckabad; and thus the country, 
defcribed as you have heard by Mr. Haftings, is 
given up for ever to the very perfons to whom 
he had attributed its ruin, that is, to the Sezawals 
or fequeftrators of the nabob of Oude. 

Such was the iffue of the firft attempt to relieve 
the diftrefTes of the dependent provinces. I mall 
clofe what I have to fay on the condition of 
the northern dependencies, with the effect of 
the laft of thefe attempts. You will recollect, 

Sir, 
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Sir, the account I have not long ago ftated to you 
as given by Mr. Haftings, of the ruined condition 
of the deftroyer of others, the nabob of Oude, 
and of the recal, in confequence, of Hannay, Mid- 
dleton, and Johnfon. When the firft little fudden 
guft of paffion againft thefe gentlemen was fpent, 
the fentiments of old friendftiip began to revive. 
Some healing conferences were held between them 
and the fuperiour government. Mr. Hannay was 
permitted to return to Oude ; but death prevented 
the further advantages intended for him, and the 
future benefits propofed for the country by the 
provident care of the council general. 

One of thefe gentlemen was accufed of the 
grofleft peculations. Two of them by Mr. Haf 
tings himfelf, of what he confidered as very grofs 
offences. The court of directors were informed, 
by the governour general and council, that a fevere 
inquiry would be inftituted againft the two fur- 
vivors; and they requefted that court to fufpend 
its judgment, and to wait the event of their pro 
ceedings. A mock inquiry has been inftituted, 
by which the parties could not be faid to be either 
acquitted or condemned. By means of the bland 
and conciliatory difpoiitions of the charter gover- 
nours, and proper private explanations, the publick 
inquiry has in effect died away; the fuppofed pe 
culators and deftroyers of Oude repofe in all fe- 
curity in the bofoms of their accufers; whilft 

others 
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others fucceed to them to be inftru&ed by their 
example. 

It is only to complete the view I propofed 
of the conduct of the company, with regard 
to the dependent provinces, that I fhall fay any 
thing at all of the Carnatick, which is the fcene, 
if poffible, of greater diforder than the northern 
provinces. Perhaps it were better to fay of 
this center and metropolis of abufe, whence all 
the reft in India and in England diverge; from 
whence they are fed and methodized, what was 
faid of Carthage de Carthagine fatlus eft filere 
quam parum dicere. This country, in all its deno 
minations, is about 46,000 fquare miles. It may 
be affirmed univerfally, that not one perfon of 
fubftance or property, landed, commercial or mo- 
nied, excepting two or three bankers, who are 
neceffary depolits and diftributors of the general 
fpoil, is left in all that region. In that country 
the moifture, the bounty of Heaven, is given but 
at a certain feafon. Before the aera of our influ 
ence, the induftry of man carefully hufbanded 
that gift of God. The Gentoos preferred, with 
a provident and religious care, the precious depofit 
of the periodical rain in refervoirs, many of them 
works of royal grandeur; and from f.hefe, as oc- 
cafion demanded, they fructified the whole coun 
try. To maintain thefe refervoirs, and to keep 
up an annual advance to the cultivators, for feed 

and 
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and cattle, formed a principal object of the piety 
and policy of the priefts and rulers of the Gentoo 
religion. 

This object required a command of money; and 
there was no pollam,or caftle, which in the happy 
days of the Carnatick was without fome hoard of 
treafure, by which the governours were enabled to 
combat with the irregularity of the feafons, and to 
relift or to buy off the invasion of an enemy. In 
all the cities were multitudes of merchants and 
bankers, for all occalions of monied affiftance ; 
and on the other hand, the native princes were in 
condition to obtain credit from them. The ma 
nufacturer was paid by the return of commodi 
ties, or by imported money, and not, as at pre- 
fent, in the taxes that had been originally exacted 
from his induftry. In aid of cafual diftrefs, the 
country was full of choultries, which were inns 
and hofpitals, where the traveller and the poor 
were relieved. All ranks of people had their place 
in the publick concern, and their mare in the 
common ftock and common profperity; but the 
chartered rights of men, and the right which it was 
thought proper to fet up in the nabob of Arcot, 
introduced a new fyftem. It was their policy to 
confider hoards of money as crimes; to regard 
moderate rents as frauds on the fovereign ; and to 
view, in the leffer princes, any claim of exemption 
from more than fettled tribute, as an acl of rebel 
lion. 
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lion. Accordingly all the caftles were, one after 
the other, plundered and deftroyed. The native 
princes were expelled ; the hofpitals fell to ruin ; 
the refervoirs of water went to decay; the mer 
chants, bankers, and manufacturers difappeared ; 
and fterility, indigence, and depopulation, over- 
fpread the face of thefe once flourifhing provinces. 
The company was very early fenfible of thefe 
mifchiefs, and of their true caufe. They gave pre- 
cife orders " that the native princes, called poly 
gars, mould not be extirpated" " The rebellion 
(To they choofe to call it] of the polygars, may 
(they fear) with too much jujlice^ be attributed to 
" the mal-adminiftration of the nabob s collec- 
" tors :" They obferve with concern, that their 
" troops have been put to difagrecable fervices." 
They might have ufed a flronger expreflion with 
out impropriety. But they make amends in ano 
ther place. Speaking of the polygars, the direc 
tors fay, that " it was repugnant to humanity to 
"force them to fuch dreadful extremities as they 
" underwent " That fome examples of feverity 
might be nccefiary, " when they fell into the na 
bob s hands," and not by the dejlruflion of the coun 
try : " That they fear his government is none of the 
" mildeft\ and that there is great opprejjlon in col- 
" lecting his revenues." They ftate, that the wars 
in which he has involved the Carnatick, had been 
a caufe of its diflrciles: " that thefe diftrefles 
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" have been certainly great -, but thofe by the na- 
" bob s opprcffivns they believe to be greater than al/." 
Pray, Sir, attend to the reafon for their opinion 
that the government of this their inftrument is 
more calamitous to the country than the ravages 
of war. Becaufe, fay they, his oppreflions arc 

without intermiffion. The others are temporary; 

by all which oppreffions we believe the na )ob has 

great wealth in store." From this {tore neither 
he nor they could derive any advantage whatfo- 
ever upon the invafion of Hyder Ali in the hour 
of their greateft calamity and difmay. 

It is now proper to compare thefe declarations 
with the company s conduct. The principal rea 
fon which they affigned againft the extirpation of 
the polygars was, that the weavers were protected 
in their fortrefies. They might have added, that 
the company itfelf, which ftung them to death, 
had been warmed in the bofom of thefe unfortu 
nate princes: for, on the taking of Madras by the 
French; it was in their hospitable pollams, that 
mod of the inhabitants found refuge and protec 
tion. But, notwithstanding all thefe orders, rea- 
fons, and declarations, they at length gave an in 
direct fanction, and permitted the ufe of a very 
direct and irrefiilible force, to meafures which 
they had, over and over again, declared to be 
falfe policy, cruel, inhuman, and opprefllve. Hav 
ing, however, forgot all attention to the princes 
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and the people, they remembered that they had 
fome fort of intereft in the trade of the country; 
and it is matter of curiofity to obferve the pro 
tection which they afforded to this their natural 
object. 

Full of anxious cares on this head, they direct, 
that in reducing the polygars they (their fer- 
vants) were to be cautious, not to deprive the 
" weavers and manufacturers of the protection they 
* often met with in the ftrong holds of the po- 
" lygar countries ;" and they write to their in- 
ftrument, the nabob of Arcot, concerning thefe 
poor people in a moft pathetick {train. " We en- 
" treat your excellency (fay they) in particular, to 
make the manufacturers the object of your ten- 
dereft care , particularly when you root out the 
polygars, you do not deprive the weavers of the 
protection they enjoyed under them" When they 
root out the protectors in favour of the oppreffor, 
they mew themfelves religioufly cautious of the 
rights of the protected. When they extirpate the 
fhepherd and the fliepherd s dog, they pioufly 
recommend the helplefs flock to the mercy, and 
even to the tenderefi care, of the wolf. This is 
the uniform ftrain of their policy, ftrictly forbid 
ding, and at the fame time flrenuoufly encourag 
ing and enforcing, every meafure that can ruin 
and defolate the country committed to their 
charge. After giving the company s idea of the 
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government of this their inftrument, it may ap 
pear fmgular, but it is perfectly confident with 
their fyftem, that, befides wafting for him, at two 
different times, the moft exquifite fpot upon the 
earth, Tanjour, and all the adjacent countries, 
they have even voluntarily put their own terri 
tory, that is, a large and fine country adjacent to 
Madras, called their jaghire, wholly out of their 
protection ; and have continued to farm their fub- 
jecls, and their duties towards thefe fubjecls, to 
that very nabob, whom they themfelves conftantly 
reprefent as an habitual oppreffor, and a relentlefs 
tyrant. This they have done without any pre 
tence of ignorance of the objects of oppreffion for 
which this prince has thought fit to become their 
renter ; for he has again and again told them, that 
it is for the fole purpofe of exerciiing authority he 
holds the jaghire lands ; and he affirms (and I be 
lieve with truth) that he pays more for that terri 
tory than the revenues yield. This deficiency he 
muft make up from his other territories ; and 
thus, in order to furnifli the means of oppreffinp- 
one part of the Carnatick, he is led to opprefs all 
the reft. 

The houfe perceives that the livery of the com 
pany s government is uniform. I have defcribed 
the condition of the countries indireclly, but moft 
fubftantially, under the company s authority. And 
now I afk, whether,with this map of mifgovernment 
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before me, I can fuppofe myfelf bound by my vote 
to continue, upon any principles of pretended 
publick faith, the management of thefe countries 
in thofe hands ? If I kept fuch a faith, (which in 
reality is no better than 2.Jldes latronum) with what 
is called the company, I muft break the faith, the 
covenant, the folemn, original, indifpenfable oath, 
in which I am bound, by the eternal frame and 
conftitution of things, to the whole human race. 

As I have dwelt (b long on thefe who are indi 
rectly under the company s adminiftration, I will 
endeavour to be a little iliorter upon the countries 
immediately under this charter government. 
Thefe are the Bengal provinces. The condition 
of thefe provinces is pretty fully detailed in the 
iixth and ninth reports, and in their appendixes. 
I will felect only fuch principles and inllances as 
-are broad and general. To your own thoughts I 
mall leave it, to furnifh the detail of oppreflions 
involved in them. I ihall ftate to you, as fhortly 
as I am able, the conduct of the company; ift, 
towards the landed interefts; next, the commer 
cial interefts ; 3dly, the native government; 
and laftly, to their own government. 

Bengal, and the provinces that are united to it, 
are larger than the kingdom of France ; and once 
contained, as France does contain, a great and in 
dependent landed intereft, compofed of princes, of 
.great lorchi,. of a numerous nobility and gentry, 

of 
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of freeholders, of lower tenants, of religious com 
munities, and publick foundations. So early as 
1 769, the company s fervants perceived the decay 
into which thefe provinces had fallen under Eng- 
iim adminiftration, and they made a ftrong re- 
prefentation upon this decay, and what they ap 
prehended to be the caufes of it. Soon after this 
reprefentation, Mr. Haftings became prcfldent of 
Bengal. Inftead of adminiftering a remedy to this 

o o 

melancholy diforder, upon the heels of a dreadful 
famine, in the year 1772, the fuccour which the 
new prefident and the council lent to this afflicted 
nation was (hall I be believed in relating it ? 
the landed intereft of a whole kingdom, of a king 
dom to be compared to France, was let up to 
publick auction! They fet up (Mr. Haftings fet 
up) the whole nobility, gentry, and freeholders, 
to the higheft bidder. No preference was given 
to the ancient proprietors. They muft bid againft 
every ufurer, every temporary adventurer, every 
jobber and fchemer, every fervant of every Euro 
pean, or they were obliged to content themfelves, 
in lieu of their extenfive domains, with their houfe, 
and fuch a penfion as the ftate auctioneers thought 
fit to affign. In this general calamity, feveral of 
the firft nobility thought (and in all appearance 
juftly) that they had better fubmit to the necefiity 
of this penfion, than continue, under the name of 
zemindars, the objects and inftruments of a iyftem, 
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by which they ruined their tenants, and were ruined 
themfelves. Another reform has lince come upon 
the back of the firft ; and a penfion having been 
affigned to thefe unhappy perfons, in lieu of their 
hereditary lands, a new fcheme of ceconomy has 
taken place, and deprived them of that penfion. 

The menial fervants of Englifhmen, perfons (to 
ufe the emphatical phrafe of a ruined and patient 
eaftern chief) " whofs fathers they would not have 
" fet with the dogs of their flock" entered into their 
patrimonial lands. Mr. Haftings s banian was, 
after this auction, found poffeffed of territories 
yielding a rent of one hundred and forty thoufand 
pounds a year. 

Such an univerfal profcription, upon any pre 
tence, has few examples. Such a profcription, 
without even a pretence of delinquency, has none. 
It ftands by itfelf. It ftands as a monument to 
aftonim the imagination, to confound the reafon 
of mankind. I confefs to you, when I firft came 
to know this bufinefs in its true nature and ex 
tent, my furprife did a little fufpend my indigna 
tion. I was in a manner ftupified by the defperate 
boldnefs of a few obfcure young men, who having 
obtained, by ways which they could not compre 
hend, a power of which they faw neither the pur- 
pofes nor the limits, toiled about, fubverted, and 
tore to pieces, as if it were in the gambols of a 
boyifh unluckinefs and malice, the moft eftabliflied. 

rights, 
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fights, and the moft ancient and moft revered 
inftitutions, of ages and nations. Sir, I will not 
now trouble you with any detail with regard to 
what they have fince done with thefe fame lands 
and land-holders ; only to inform you, that no 
thing has been fuffered to fettle for two feafons 
together upon any baf;s ; and that the levity and 
inconftancy of thefe mock legiilators were not the 
leaft afflicting parts of the oppreffions fuffered 
under their ufurpation ; nor will any thing give 
liability to the property of the natives, but an ad- 
miniftration in England at once protecting and 
ftable. The country fuftains, almoft every year, 
the miferies of a revolution. At prefent, all is 
uncertainty, mifery, and confulion. There is to 
be found through thefe vaft regions no longer one 
landed man, who is a refource for voluntary aid, 
or an object for particular rapine. Some of them 
were, not long lince, great princes ; they pofifeffed 
treafures, they levied armies. There was a ze 
mindar in Bengal (I forget his name) that, on the 
threat of an invafion, fupplied the foubah of thefe 
provinces with the loan of a million fterling. The 
family at this day wants credit for a breakfaft at 
the bazar. 

I mall now {ay a word or two on the compa 
ny s care of the commercial intereft of thofe king 
doms. As it appears in the reports, that perfons 
in the higheft ftations in Bengal have adopted, as 
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a fixed plan of policy, the deflruction of all inter 
mediate dealers between the company and the ma 
nufacturer, native merchants have difappeared of 
courfe. The fpoil of the revenues is the fole capi 
tal which purchafes the produce and manufac 
tures ; and through three or four foreign compa 
nies tranfmits the official gains of individuals to 
Europe. No other commerce has an exiftence in 
Bengal. The tranfport of its plunder is the only 
traflick of the country. I wifli to refer you to the 
appendix to the ninth report for a full account of 
the manner in which the company have protected 
the commercial interefts of their dominions in the 
eaft. 

As to the native government and the adminif- 
tration of juftice, it fubfifted in a poor tottering 
manner for fome years. In the year 1781, a total 
revolution took place in that eftablifhment. In 
one of the ufual freaks of legiflation of the council 
of Bengal, the whole criminal jurifdiction of thefc 
courts, called the Phoujdary Judicature, exercifed 
till then by the principal MuiTulmen, was in one 
day, without notice, without confutation with 
the magiftrates or the people there, and without 
communication with the directors or miniiters 
here, totally fubverted. A new inftitution took 
place, by which this jurifdiction was divided be 
tween certain Englifh fervants of the company and 
the Gentoo zemindars of the country, the latter of 

whom 
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whom never petitioned for it, nor, for ought that 
appears, ever defired this boon. But its natural 
ufe was made of it ; it was made a pretence for 
new extortions of money. 

The natives had however one confolation in the 
ruin of their judicature ; they foon faw that it 
fared no better with the Englifh government it- 
felf. That too, after destroying every other, came 
to its period. This revolution may well be rated 
for a moil daring act, even among the extraordi 
nary things that have been doing in Bengal fince 
our unhappy acquifition of the means of fo much 
mifchicf. 

An eftablifhment of Englim government for ci 
vil juftice, and for the collection of revenue, was 
planned and executed by the preiident and council 
of Bengal, fubject to the pleafure of the directors, 
in the year 1772. According to this plan, the 
country was divided into fix diilricls, or provinces. 
In each of thefe was eftablifhed a provincial coun 
cil, which adminiftered the revenue ; and of that 
council one member by monthly rotation, pre- 
fided in the courts of civil refort ; with an appeal 
to the council of the province, and thence to Cal 
cutta. In this fyftem (whether, in other refpects, 
good or evil) there were fome capital advantages. 
There was in the ve y number of perfons in each 
provincial council, authority, communication, mu 
tual check, and control. They were obliged, on 

their 
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their minutes of confultation,to enter their reafons 
and diffents ; fo that a man of diligence, of re- 
fearch, and tolerable fagacity, fitting in London, 
might, from thefe materials, be enabled to form 
fome judgment of the fpirit of what was going on 
on the furtheft banks of the Ganges and Burram- 
pooter. 

The court of directors fo far ratified this efta- 
blrfhment, (which was confonant enough to their 
general plan of government) that they gave precife 
orders, that no alteration mould be made in it, 
without their confent. So far from being apprized 
of any defign againft this conftitution, they had 
reafon to conceive that on trial it had been more 
and more approved by their council general, at 
leaft by the governour general, who had planned it. 
At the time of the revolution, the council general 
was nominally in two perfons, virtually in one. 
At that time meafures of an arduous and critical 
nature ought to have been forborne, even if, to 
the fulleft council, this fpecifick meafure had not 
been prohibited by the fuperiour authority. It was 
in this very fituation, that one man had the har- 
dinefs to conceive, and the temerity to execute, 
a total revolution in the form and the perfons 
compofing the government of a great kingdom. 
Without any previous ftep, at one ftroke, the 
whole conftitution of Bengal, civil and criminal, 
was fwept away. The counfellors were recalled 

from 
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from their provinces. Upwards of fifty of the 
principal officers of government were turned out 
of employ, and rendered dependent on Mr. Haft- 
ings for their immediate fubfiftence, and for all 
hope of future proviiion. The chief of each coun 
cil, and one European collector of revenue, was 
left in each province. 

But here, Sir, you may imagine a new govern 
ment, of fome permanent defcription, was efta- 
blifhed in the place of that which had been thus 
fuddenly overturned. No fuch thing. Left thefe 
chiefs without councils fliould be conceived to 
form the ground plan of fome future government, 
it was publickly declared, that their continuance 
was only temporary and permiffive. The whole 
fubordinate Britifh adminiftration of revenue was 
then vefted in a committee in Calcutta, all crea 
tures of the governour general; and the provincial 
management, under the permiffive chief, was de-~ 
livered over to native officers. 

But, that the revolution, and the purpofes of 
the revolution might be complete, to this com 
mittee were delegated, not only the functions of 
all the inferiour, but, what will furprife the houfe, 
thofe of the fupreme adminiftration of revenue 
alfo. Hitherto the governour general and council 
had, in their revenue department, adminiftered the 
finances of thofe kingdoms. By the new fchernc 
they are delegated to this committee, who are only 
to report their proceedings for approbation. 

The 
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The key to the whole tranfaction is given in one 
of the inftructions to the committee, " that it is 
" not neceffary that they ihould enter diffents." 
By this means the ancient plan of the company s 
adminiftration was deftroyed; but the plan of con 
cealment was perfected. To that moment the ac 
counts of the revenues were tolerably clear; or at 
leaft means were furnifhed for inquiries, by which 
they might be rendered fatisfactory. In the ob- 
fcure and filent gulph of this committee every 
tiling is now buried. The thickeft {hades of night 
furround all their tranfactions. No effectual means 
of detecting fraud, mifmanagement or mifrepre- 
ientation, exift. The directors, who have dared 
to talk with fuch confidence on their revenues, 
know nothing about them. What ufed to fill vo 
lumes is now comprifed under a few dry heads on 
a flieet of paper. The natives, a people habitually 
made to concealment, are the chief managers of 
the revenue throughout the provinces. I mean 
by natives, fuch wretches as your rulers felect out 
of them as moft fitted for their purpofes. As a 
proper key-ftone to bind the arch, a native, one 
Gunga Govind Sing, a man turned out of his em 
ployment by Sir John Clavering, for malverfation 
in office, is made the correfponding fecretary ; 
and indeed the great moving principle of their 
new board. 

As the whole revenue and civil adminiftration 
was thus fubverted, and a clandeftine government 
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fubftituted in the place of it, the judicial inftitu- 
tion underwent a like revolution. In 1772 there 
had been fix courts formed out of the fix provin 
cial councils. Eighteen new ones are appointed in 
their place, with each a judge, taken from the 
junior fervants of the company. To maintain thefe 
eighteen courts, a tax is levied on the fums in liti 
gation, of 2 1 per cent, on the great, and of 5 per. 
cent, on the lefs. This money is all drawn from 
the provinces to Calcutta. The chief juftice (the 
fame who ftays in defiance of a vote of this houfe, 
and of his majefty s recal) is appointed at once the 
treafurer and difpofer of thefe taxes, levied, with 
out any fort of authority, from the company, from 
the crown, or from parliament. 

In effect, Sir, every legal regular authority in 
matters of revenue, of political adminiftration, of 
criminal law, of civil law, in many of the moft 
eflential parts of military difcipline, is laid level 
with the ground ; and an oppreflive, irregular, 
capricious, unfteady, rapacious, and peculating 
defpotifm, with a direct difavowal of obedience 
to any authority at home, and without any fixed 
maxim, principle, or rule of proceeding, to guide 
them in India, is at prefent the ftate of your char 
ter-government over great kingdoms. 

As the company has made this ufe of their truft, 
J mould ill difcharge mine, if I refufed to give my 
moft chearfui vote for the redrefs of thefe abufes, 

bv 
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by putting the affairs of fo large and valuable a 
part of the interefts of this nation, and of man 
kind, into fome fteady hands, poffeflmg the con 
fidence, and affured of the fupport of this houfe, 
until they can be reftored to regularity, order, and 
confiftency. 

I have touched the heads of fome of the griev 
ances of the people, and the abufes of govern 
ment. But I hope and truft, you will give me 
credit, when I faithfully allure you, that I have 
not mentioned one-fourth part of what has come 
to my knowledge in your committee ; and further, 
I have full reafon to believe, that not onefourth 
part of the abufes are come to my knowledge, by 
that or by any other means. Pray confider what 
I have faid only as an index to direct you in your 
inquiries. 

If this then, Sir, has been the ufe made of the 
truft of political powers internal and external, 
given by you in the charter, the next thing to be 
feen is the conduct of the company with regard to 
the commercial truft. And here I will make a fair 
offer: If it can be proved that they have afted 
wifely, prudently, and frugally, as merchants, I 
fhall pafs by the whole mafs of their enormities as 
ftatefmen. That they have not done this their 
prefent condition is proof fufficient. Their dif- 
treffes are faid to be owing to their wars. This is 
not wholly true. But if it were, is not that rea- 

dinefs 
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dinefs to engage in wars which diftinguifhes them, 
and for which the committee of fecrecy has fo 
branded their politicks, founded on the falfeft 
principles of mercantile {peculation ? 

The principle of buying cheap and felling dear 
is the firft, the great foundation of mercantile deal- 
ing. Have they ever attended to this principle ? 
Nay, for years have they not actually authorized 
in their fervants a total indifference as to the prices 
they were to pay ? 

A great deal of ftriclnefs in driving bargains for 
whatever we contract, is another of the principles 
of mercantile policy. Try the company by that 
teft! Look at the contracts that are made for them. 
Is the company fo much as a good commifTary to 
their own armies I I engage to felect for you, out 
of the innumerable mafs of their dealings, all con 
ducted very nearly alike, one contrad only, the 
exceffive profits on which during a fliort term 
would pay the whole of their year s dividend. I 
fhall undertake to mew, that upon two others, 
the inordinate profits given, with the loffes incur 
red in order to fecure thofe profits, would pay a 
year s dividend more. 

It is a third property of trading men to fee that 
their clerks do not divert the dealings of the mailer 
to their own benefit. It was the other day only, 
when their governour and council taxed the com 
pany s inveftment with a Cum of fifty thoufand 
pounds, as an inducement to perfuade only feven 

members 
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members of their board of trade to give their ho 
nour that they would abftain from fuch profits 
upon that inveftment as they muft have violated 
their oaths if they had made at all. 

It is a fourth quality of a merchant to be exact 
in his accounts. What will be thought, when you 
have fully before you the mode of accounting 
made ufe of in the treafury of Bengal ? I hope 
you will have it foon. With regard to one of their 
agencies, when it came to the material part, the 
prime coft of the goods on which a commiflion of 
fifteen per cent, was allowed, to the aftonimment 
of the factory to whom the commodities were 
fent, the accountant general reports that he did 
not think himfelf authorized to call for vouchers 
relative to this and other particulars, becaufe the 
agent was upon his honour with regard to them. 
A new principle of account upon honour feems to 
be regularly eftablimed in their dealings and their 
treafury, which in reality amounts to an entire 
annihilation of the principle of all accounts. 

It is a fifth property of a merchant, who does 
not meditate a fraudulent bankruptcy, to calculate 
his probable profits upon the money lie takes up 
to veil in bufinefs. Did the company, when they 
bought goods on bonds bearing 8 per cent, intereft, 
at ten and even twenty per cent, difcount, even afk 
themfelvcs a queftion concerning the poffibility of 
advantage from dealing on thefe terms ? 

The laft quality of a merchant I (hall advert to, 

is 



EAST-INDIA BILL. 97 

is the taking care to be properly prepared, in cafh 
or goods, in the ordinary courfe of iale, for the 
bills which are drawn on therm Now I afk, whe 
ther they have ever calculated the clear produce of 
any given falcs, to make them tally with the four 
million of bills which are come and coming upon 
them, fo as at the proper periods to enable the one 
to liquidate the other? No, they have not. They 
are now obliged to borrow money of their own 
fervants to purchafe their inveflment. The fer- 
vants ftipulate five per cent, on the capital they ad 
vance, if their bills mould not be paid at the time 
when they become due; and the value of the rupee 
on which they charge this intereft is taken at two 
millings and a penny. Has the company ever 
troubled themfelves to inquire whether their fale? 
can bear the payment of that intereft, and at that 
rate of exchange? Have they once confidcred the 
dilemma in which they are placed the ruin of 
their credit in the Eaft Indies, if they rcfufe the 
bills the ruin of their credit and exiftence in 
England, if they accept them? Indeed no trace of 
equitable government is found in their politicks; 
not one trace of commercial principle in their mer 
cantile dealing; and hence is the deepeft and ma 
tured wifdom of parliament demanded, and the 
beft refources of this kingdom muft be ftrained, to 
reftore them ; that is, to reftore the countries dc- 
ftroyed by the mifconducl of the company, and to 
VOL. IV. H reftore 
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reilore the company itfelf, ruined by the confe* 
quences of their plans for deftroying what they 
were bound to preferve. 

I required, if you remember, at my outfet, a 
proof that thefe abufes were habitual. But furely 
this is not neceflary for me to confider as a fe- 
parate head j becaufe I truft I have made it evident 
beyond a doubt, in confidering the abufes them- 
felves, that they are regular, permanent, and fyf- 
tematieal. 

. I am now come to my laft condition, without 
which, for one, I will never readily lend my hand 
to the deftruction of any eftablifhed government ; 
which is, That in its prefent {late, the govern 
ment of the Eaft India company is abfolutely in 
corrigible. 

Of this great truth I think there can be little 
doubt, after all that has appeared in this houfe. 
It is fo very clear, that I muft confider the leaving 
any power in their hands, and the determined re- 
folution to continue and countenance every mode 
and every degree of peculation, oppreflion, and 
tyranny, to be one and the fame thing. I look 
upon that body incorrigible, from the fulleft con- 
fideration both of their uniform conduct, and their 
prefent real and virtual conftitution. 

If they had not conftantly been apprized of all 
the enormities committed in India under their au 
thority ; if this ftate of things had been as much 

adif- 
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a difcovery to them as it was to many of us ; we 
might flatter ourfelves that the detection of the 
abufes would lead to their reformation. I will go 
further: If the court of directors had not uni 
formly condemned every act which this houfe or 
any of its committees had condemned; if the lan 
guage in which they exprefled their difapproba- 
tion againft enormities and their authors had not 
been much more vehement and indignant than any 
ever ufed in this houfe, I mould entertain fome 
hopes. If they had not on the other hand, as uni 
formly commended all their fervants who had 
done their duty and obeyed their orders, as they 
had heavily cenfured thofe who rebelled; I might 
fay, Thefe people have been in an errour, and when 
they are fenlible of it they will mend. But when 
I reflect on the uniformity of their fupport to the 
objects of their uniform cenfure; and the ftate of 
infignificance and difgrace to which all of thofe 
have been reduced whom they approved; and that 
even utter ruin and premature death have been 
among the fruits of their favour; I muft be con 
vinced, that in this cafe, as in all others, hypocrify 
is the only vice that never can be cured. 

Attend, I pray you, to the lituation and prof- 
perky of Benfield, Haftings, and others of that 
fort. The laft of thefe has been treated by the 
company with an afperity of reprehenfion that has 
no parallel. They lament, " that the power of 

H 2 * difpof- 
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" difpofing of their property for perpetuity, fliould 
" fall into fuch hands." Yet for fourteen years, 
with little interruption, he has governed all their 
affairs, of every defcription, with an abfolute fway. 
He has had himfelf the means of heaping up im- 
menfe wealth; and, during that whole period, the 
fortunes of hundreds have depended on his fmiles 
and frowns. He himfelf tells you he is incumbered 
with two hundred and fifty young gentlemen, 
ibmc of them of the beft families in England, all 
of whom aim at returning with vaft fortunes to 
Europe in the prime of life. He has then two 
hundred and fifty of your children as his hoftages 
for your good behaviour; and loaded for years, 
as he has been, with the execrations of the natives, 
with the cenfures of the court of directors, and 
ftruck and blafted with the refolutions of this 
houfe, he ftill maintains the moil defpotick power 
ever known in India. He domineers with an over 
bearing fway in the affemblies of his pretended 
matters ; and it is thought in a degree rafli to ven 
ture to name his offences in this houfe, even as 
grounds of a legiflative remedy. 

On the other hand, confider the fate of thofe 
who have met with the applaufes of the directors. 
Colonel Monfon, one of the beft of men, had his 
days fhortened by the applaufes, deftitute of the 
fupport, of the company. General Clavering, 
whofe panegyrick was made in every difpatch 

from 
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from England, whofe hearfe was bedewed with 
the tears, and hung round with the eulogies of the 
court of directors, burft an honeft and indignant 
heart at the treachery of thofe who ruined him by 
their praifes. Uncommon patience and temper, 
fupported Mr. Francis a while longer under the 
baneful influence of the commendation of the 
court of directors. His health however gave way 
at length; and, in utter defpair, he returned to 
Europe. At his return the doors of the India 
Houfe were fhut to this man, who had been the 
object of their conftant admiration. He has in 
deed efcaped with life, but he has forfeited all ex- 
pectation of credit, confequence, party, and fol 
lowing. He may well fay, Me nemo minljlro fur 
erity atque idco nulli comes exeo. This man, whofe 
deep reach of thought, whofe large legiflative con 
ceptions, and whofe grand plans of policy make 
the moft mining part of our reports, from whence 
we have all learned our leiTons, if we have learned 
any good ones ; this man, from whofe materials 
thofe gentlemen who have leaft acknowledged it 

u O 

have yet fpoken as from a brief; this man, driven 
from his employment, difcountenanced by the di 
rectors, has had no other reward, and no other 
diftinction, but that inward" funfhine of the foul * 
which a good confcience can always beftow upon 
itfelf. He has not yet had fo much as a good 
word, but from a perfon too infignificant to make 

H3 any 
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any other return, for the means with which he has 
been furnifhed for performing his mare of a duty 
which is equally urgent on us all. 

Add to this, that from the higheft in place to 
the loweft, every Britifli fubjed, who, in obe 
dience to the company s orders, has been active 
in the difcovery of peculations, has been ruined. 
They have been driven from India. When they 
made their appeal at home they were not heard ; 
when they attempted to return they were flopped. 
No artifice of fraud, no violence of power, has 
been omitted to deftroy them in character as well 
as in fortune. 

Worfe, far worfe, has been the fate of the poor 
creatures, the natives of India, whom the hypo- 
crify of the company has betrayed into complaint 
of oppreflion, and difcovery of peculation. The 
firfl women in Bengal, the ranny of Rajefhahi, 
the ranriy of Burdwan, the ranny of Amboa, by 
their weak and thoughtlefs truft in the company s 
honour and protection, are utterly ruined : the 
firft of thefe women, a perfon of princely rank, 
and once of correfpondent fortune, who paid 
above two hundred thoufand a year quit-rent to 
the ftate, is, according to very credible informa* 
tion, fo completely beggared as to fland in need of 
the relief of alms. Mahomed Reza Khan, the fc- 
cond Muffulman in Bengal, for having been diftin- 
guifhed by the ill-omened honour of the counte 
nance 
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nance and protection of the court of directors, 
was, without the pretence of any inquiry what- 
foever into his conduct, ftripped of all his employ 
ments, and reduced to the lowed condition. His 
ancient rival for power, the rajah Nundcomar, 
was, by an infult on every thing which India holds 
refpectable and facred, hanged in the face of all 
his nation, by the judges you fent to protect that 
people; hanged for a pretended crime, upon an 
ex pq/i facto Britifli act of parliament, in the midft 
of his evidence againft Mr. Haftings. The accufer 
they faw hanged. The culprit, without acquittal 
or inquiry, triumphs on the ground of that 
murder: a murder not of Nundcomar only, but 
f all living teftimony, and even of evidence yet 
unborn. From that time not a complaint has 
been heard from the natives againft their gover- 
nours. All the grievances of India have found a 
complete remedy. 

Men will not look to acts of parliament, to re 
gulations, to declarations, to votes, and refolu- 
tions. No, they are not fuch fools. They will 
alk, what is the road to power, credit, wealth, and 
honours? They will afk, what conduct ends in 
neglect, difgrace, poverty, exile, prifon and gibbet ? 
Thefe will teach them the courfe which they are 
to follow. It is your diftribution of thefe that 
will give the character and tone of your govern 
ment. All the reft is miferable grimace. 

H 4 Wheii 
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When I accufe the court of directors of this ha 
bitual treachery, in the ufe of reward and punifh- 
ment, I do not mean to include all the individuals 
in that court. There have been, Sir, very fre 
quently, men of the greateft integrity and virtue 
amongft them; and the contrariety in the decla 
rations and conduct of that court has arifen, I take 
it, from this : That the honeft directors have, by 
the force of matter of fact on the records, carried 
the reprobation of the evil meafures of the fervants 
in India. This could not be prevented, whilft 
thefe records (tared them in the face; nor were 
the delinquents, either here or there, very felici 
tous about their reputation, as long as they were 
able to fecure their power. The agreement of 
their partifans to cenfure them, blunted for a 
while the edge of a fevere proceeding. It obtain 
ed for them a character of impartiality, which 
enabled them to recommend, with fome fort of 
grace, what will always carry a plaufible appear 
ance, thofe treacherous expedients, called mode 
rate meafures. Whilft thefe were under difcuf- 
fion, new matter of complaint came over, which 
feemed to antiquate the firft. The fame circle was 
here trod round once more; and thus through 
years they proceeded in a compromife of cenfure 
for punifhment ; until, by fhame and defpair, one 
after another, almoft every man, who preferred 
his duty to the company to the intereft of their 
fervants, has been driven from that court. 
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This, Sir, has been their conduct; and it has 
been the rcfult of the alteration which was infen- 
fibly made in their conftitution. The change was 
made infenfibly; but it is now ftrong and adult, 
and as publick and declared, as it is fixed beyond 
all power of reformation. So that there is none 
who hears me, that is not as certain as I am, that 
the company, in the fenfe in which it was for 
merly underftood, has no exiftence. The queftion 
is not, what injury you may do to the proprietors 
of India ftock ; for there are no fuch men to be 
injured. If the active ruling part of the company 
who form the general court, who fill the offices, 
and direct the meafures (the reft tell for nothing) 
were perfons who held their ftock as a means of 
their fubfiftence, who in the part they took were 
only concerned in the government of India, for 
the rife or fall of their dividend, it would be in 
deed a defective plan of policy. The intereft of 
the people who are governed by them would not 
be their primary object; perhaps a very fmall part 
of their confideration at all. But then they 
might well be depended on, and perhaps more 
than perfons in other refpects preferable, for pre 
venting the peculation of their fervants to their 
own prejudice. Such a body would not eafily 
have left their trade as a fpoil to the avarice of 
thofe who received their wages. But now things 
are totally reverfed. The ftock is of no value, 

whether 
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whether it be the qualification of a director or 
proprietor; and it is impofiible that it fliould. A 
director s qualification may be worth about two 
thoufand five hundred pounds and the intereft, 
at eight per cent, is about one hundred and iixty 
pounds a year. Of what value is that, whether 
it rife to ten, or fall to fix, or to nothing, to him 
whofe fon, before he is in Bengal two months, 
and before he defcends the fteps of the council 
chamber, fells the grant of a fingle contract: for 
forty thoufand pounds? Accordingly the ftock is 
bought up in qualifications. The vote is not to 
protect the ftock, but the ftock is bought to ac 
quire the vote; and the end of the vote is to cover 
and fupport, againft juftice, fome man of power 
who has made an obnoxious fortune in India; or 
to maintain in power thofe who are actually em 
ploying it in the acquifition of fuch a fortune; 
and to avail themfelves in return of his patronage, 
that he may Ihower the fpoils of the eaft, " bar- 
" barick pearl and gold," on them, their families, 
and dependents. So that all the relations of the 
company are not only changed, but inverted. The 
fervants in India are not appointed by the direc 
tors, but the directors are chofen by them. The 
trade is carried on with their capitals. To them 
the revenues of the country are mortgaged. The 
feat of the fupreme power is in Calcutta. The 
houfe in Leadenhall Street is nothing more than 
a change for their agents, factors, and deputies to 
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meet in, to take care of their affairs, and fupport 
their interefts; and this fo avowedly, that we fee 
the known agents of the delinquent fervants mar- 
fhalling and diiciplining their forces, and the prime 
fpokefmen in all their affemblies. 

Every thing has followed in this order, and ac 
cording to the natural train of events. I will 
clofe what I have to fay on the incorrigible condi 
tion of the company, by ftating to you a few facts 
that will leave no doubt of the obftinacy of that 
corporation, and of their flrength too, in refilling 
the reformation of their fervants. By thefe facts 
you will be enabled to difcover the fole grounds 
upon which they are tenacious of their charter. 
It is now more than two years that, upon ac 
count of the grofs abufes and ruinous fituation of 
the company s affairs, (which occafioned the cry 
of the whole world long before it was taken up 
here) that we inftituted two committees to inquire 
into the mifmanagements by which the company s 
affairs had been brought to the brink of ruin. 
Thefe inquiries had been purfued with unremit 
ting diligence ; and a great body of facts was col 
lected and printed for general information. In 
the refult of thofe inquiries, although the com 
mittees confuted of very different defcriptions, 
they were unanimous. They joined in cenfuring 
the conduct of the Indian adminhtration, and en 
forcing the refponfibility upon two men, whom 

this 
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this houfe, in confequence of thefe reports, de 
clared it to be the duty of the directors to remove 
from their ftations, and recal to Great Britain, 
" becaufe they had acJedin a manner repugnant to the 
" honour and policy of this nation^ and thereby brought 
" great calamities on India^ and enormous expences on 
* the Eaft-India company" 

Here was no attempt on the charter. Here 
was no queftion of their privileges. To vindicate 
their own honour, to fupport their own interefts, 
to enforce obedience to their own orders; thefe 
were the fole object of the monitory refolution of 
this houfe. But as foon as the general court could 
aflemble, they affembled to demonftrate who they 
really were. Regardlefs of the proceedings of this 
houfe, they ordered the directors not to carry into 
effect any refolution they might come to for the 
removal of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Hornby. The 
directors, ftill retaining fome fhadow of refpect to 
this houfe, inftituted an inquiry themfelves, which 
continued from June to October ; and after an at 
tentive perufal and full conlideration of papers, re- 
folvcd to take fteps for removing the perfons who 
had been the objects of our refolution; but not 
without a violent ftruggle againft evidence. Seven 
directors went fo far as to enter a proteft againft 
the vote of their court. Upon this the general 
court takes the alarm ; it re-affembles ; it orders 
the directors to refcrnd their refolution, that is, 

not 
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fcot to recal Mr. Haftings and Mr. Hornby, and to 
defpife the refolution of the houfe of commons. 
Without fo much as the pretence of looking into 
a lingle paper, without the formality of inftituting 
any committee of inquiry, they fuperfeded all the 
labours of their own directors, and of this houfe. 

It will naturally occur to afk, how it was pof- 
lible that they mould not attempt fomefort of ex- 
amination into facls, as a colour for their refift- 
ance to a publick authority, proceeding fo very 
deliberately ; and exerted, apparently at leaft, in 
favour of their own ? The anfwer, and the only 
anfwer which can be given, is, that they were 
afraid that their true relation mould be miftaken. 
They were afraid that their patrons and matters 
in India mould attribute their fupport of them to 
an opinion of their caufe, and not to an attach 
ment to their power. They were afraid it mould 
be fufpecled, that they did not mean blindly to 
fupport them in the ufe they made of that power. 
They determined to mew that they at leaft were 
fet againft reformation j that they were firmly re- 
folved to bring the territories, the trade, and the 
ftock of the company, to ruin, rather than be 
wanting in fidelity to their nominal fervants and 
real mafters, in the ways they took to their private 
fortunes. 

Even fince the beginning of this feflion, the 
fame act of audacity was repeated, with the fame 

circumftances 
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circumftances of contempt of all the decorum of 
inquiry on their part, and of all the proceedings 
of this houfe. They again made it a requeft to 
their favourite, and your culprit, to keep his poft; 
and thanked and applauded him, without calling 
for a paper which could afford light into the merit 
or demerit of the tranfaction, and without giving 
themfelves a moment s time to confider, or even to 
underftand the articles of the Maratta peace. The 
fact is, that for a long time there was a ftruggle, 
a faint one indeed, between the company and their 
fervants. But it is a ftruggle no longer. For 
fome time the fuperiority has been decided. The 
interefts abroad are become the fettled preponde 
rating weight both in the court of proprietors, 
and the court of directors. Even the attempt 
you have made to inquire into their practices and 
to reform abufes, has raifed and piqued them to a 
far more regular and fteady fupport. The com 
pany has made a common caufe, and identified 
themfelves, with the deftroyers of India. They 
have taken on themfelves all that mafs of enor 
mity; they are fupporting what you have repro 
bated; thofe you condemn they applaud; thofe 
you order home to anfwer for their conduct, they 
requeft to ftay, and thereby encourage to proceed 
in their practices. Thus the fervants of the Eaft- 
India company triumph, and the reprefentatives of 
the people of Great Britain are defeated. 

I there* 
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I therefore conclude, what you all conclude, 
that this body, being totally perverted from the 
purpofes of its inftitution, is utterly incorrigible; 
and becaufe they are incorrigible, both in conduct 
and conftitution, power ought to be taken out of 
their hands; juft on the fame principles on which 
have been made all the juft changes and revolu 
tions of government that have taken place fmce 
the beginning of the world. 

I will now fay a few words to the general prin 
ciple of the plan which is fet up againft that of my 
right honourable friend. It is to re-commit the 
government of India to the court of directors- 
Thofe who would commit the reformation of 
India to the deftroyers of it, are the enemies to 
that reformation. They would make a diftinction 
between directors and proprietors, which, in the 
prefent ftate of things, does not, cannot exift. 
But a right honourable gentleman fays, he would 
keep the prefent government of India in the court 
of directors; and would, to curb them, provide 
falutary regulations; wonderful! That is, he 
would appoint the old offenders to correct the old 
offences; and he would render the vicious and 
the foolim. wife and virtuous, by falutary regula 
tions. He would appoint the wolf as guardian of 
the (heep; but he has invented a curious muzzle, 
by which this protecting wolf fhail not be able to 
open his jaws above an inch or two at the utmoft. 

Thus 
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Thus his work is fmifhed. But I tell the right 
honourable gentleman, that controuled depravity is 
not innocence; and that it is not the labour of de 
linquency in chains, that will correct abufes. Will 
thefe gentlemen of the direction animadvert on 
the partners of their own guilt? Never did a fe- 
rious plan of amending of any old tyrannical efta- 
blifhment propofe the authors and abettors of the 
abufes as the reformers of them. If the undone 
people of India fee their old opprefibrs in con 
firmed power, even by the reformation, they will 
expect nothing but what they will certainly feel, a 
continuance, or rather an aggravation, of all their 
former fufferings. They look to the feat of power, 
and to the perfons who fill it ; and they defpife 
thofe gentlemen s regulations as much as the gen 
tlemen do who talk of them. 

But there is a cure for every thing. Take away, 
fay they, the court of proprietors, and the court 
of directors will do their duty. Yes ; as they have 
done it hitherto. That the evils in India have 
folely arifen from the court of proprietors, is 
grofsly falfe. In many of them, the directors were 
heartily concurring; in moft of them, they were 
encouraging, and fometimes commanding; in all, 
they were conniving. 

But who are to choofe this well-regulated and 
reforming court of directors? Why, the very 
proprietors who are excluded from all manage 
ment, 
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fiient, for the abufe of their power. They will 
ehoofe, undoubtedly, out of themfelves, men like 
themfelves ; and thofe who are moft forward in re 
fitting your authority, thofe who are moft engaged 
in faction or intereft with the delinquents abroad, 
will be the objects of their felection. But gentle 
men fay, that when this choice is made, the pro 
prietors are not to interfere in the meafures of the 
directors, whilft thofe directors are bufy in the 
control of their common patrons and matters in 
India. No, indeed, I believe they will not defire 
to interfere. They will choofe thofe whom they 
know may be trufted, fafely trufted, to act in ftrict 
conformity to their common principles, manners, 
meafures, interefts, and connections. They will 
want neither monitor nor control. It is not eafy 
to choofe men to act in conformity to a publick 
intereft againft their private: but a fure dependance 
may be had on thofe who are chofen to forward 
their private intereft, at the expence of the pub- 
lick. But if the directors fliould flip, and deviate 
into rectitude, the punifhment is in the hands of 
the general court, and it will furely be remembered 
to them at their next election. 

If the government of India wants no reforma 
tion ; but gentlemen are amufmg themfelves with 
a theory, conceiving a more democratick or arif- 
tocratick mode of government for thefe depen- 
dancies, or if they are in a difpute only about pa- 

VOL. IV. I tronagej 
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tronage; the difpute is with me of fo little con 
cern, that 1 Ihould not take the pains to utter an 
affirmative or negative to any proportion in it. 
If it be only fora theoretical amufement that they 
are to propofe a bill ; the thing is at beft frivolous 
and unnecefTary. But if the company s govern 
ment is not only full of abufe, but is one of the 
moft corrupt and deftructive tyrannies, that pro 
bably ever exifted in the world, (as I am fure it 
is) what a cruel mockery would it be in me, and 
in thofe who think like me, to propofe this kind 
of remedy for this kind of evil! 

I now come to the third objection, That this 
bill will increafe the influence of the crown. An 
honourable gentleman has demanded of me, whe 
ther I was in earneft when I propofed to this houfe 
a plan for the reduction of that influence. Indeed, 
Sir, I was much, very much, in earneft. My heart 
was deeply concerned in it; and I hope the publick 
has not loft the effect of it. How far my judgment 
was right, for what concerned perfonal favour 
and confequence to myfelf, I mail not prefume to 
determine ; nor is its effect upon me of any mo 
ment. But as to this bill, whether it increafes 
the influence of the crown, or not, is a queftion I 
mould be afiiamed to afk. If I am not able to cor 
rect a fyftem of oppreflion and tyranny, that goes 
to the utter ruin of thirty millions of my fellow- 
creatures and fellow-fubjects, but by fome increafe 

to 
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to the influence of the crown, I am ready here to 
declare, that I, who have been active to reduce it, 
fliall be at lead as active and ftrenuous to reftore 
it again. I am no lover of names j I contend for 
the fubftance of good and protecting government, 
let it come from what quarter it will. 

But I am not obliged to have recourfc to this 
expedient. Much, very much the contrary. I 
am fure that the influence of the crown will by 
no means aid a reformation of this kind; which 
can neither be originated nor fupported, but by 
the uncorrupt publick virtue of the reprefentatives 
of the people of England. Let it once get into 
the ordinary courfe of adminiftration, and to me 
all hopes of reformation are gone. I am far from 
knowing or believing, that this bill will increafe 
the influence of the crown. We all know, that 
the crown has ever had fome influence in the 
court of directors ; and that it has been extremely 
increafed by the acts of 1773 and 1780. The 
gentlemen who, as part of their reformation, pro- 
pofe " a more active control on the part of the 
" crown," which is to put the directors under a 
fecretary of ftate, fpecially named for that pur- 
pofe, muft know, that their project will increafe 
it further. But that old Influence has had, and 
the new will have, incurabk inconveniences which 
cannot happen under the parliamentary eftablifh- 
ment propofed in this bill. An honourable gentle- 

I 2 man, 
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man,* not now in his place, but who is well ac 
quainted with the India company, and by no means 
a friend to this bill, has told you, that a minifterial 
influence has always been predominant in that 
body; and that to make the directors pliant to 
their purpofes, minifters generally caufed perfons 
meanly qualified to be chofen directors. According 
to his idea, to fecure fubferviency, they fubmitted 
the company s affairs to the direction of incapa 
city. This was to ruin the company, in order to 
govern it. This was certainly influence in the 
very worft form in which it could appear. At beft 
it was clandeftine and irrefponfible. Whether this 
was done fo much upon fyitem as that gentleman 
iuppofes, I greatly doubt. But fuch in effect the 
operation of government on that court unquef- 
tionably was; and fuch, under a fimilar conftitu- 
tion, it will be for ever. Minifters muft be wholly 
removed from the management of the affairs of 
India, or they will have an influence in its patron 
age. The thing is inevitable. Their fcheme of a 
new fecretary of ftate, " with a more vigorous 
" control," is not much better than a repetition of 
the meafure which we know by experience will 
not do. Since the year 1773 and the year 1780, 
the company has been under the control of the 
fecretary of ftate s office, and we had then three 
fecretaries of ftate. If more than this is done, then 
they annihilate the direction which they pretend 
* Governour Johnstone. 

to 
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to fupport; and they augment the influence of the 
crown, of whofe growth they affect fo great an 
horrour. But in truth this fcheme of reconciling 
a direction really and truly deliberative, with an 
office really and fubiVantially controlling, is a fort 
of machinery that can be kept in order but a very 
fhort time. Either the directors will dwindle into 
clerks, or the fecretary of ftate, as hitherto has 
been the courfe, will leave every thing to them, 
often through defign, often through neglect. If 
both fhould affect activity, collifion, procraftina- 
tion, delay, and in the end, utter confufion mull 
enfue. 

But, Sir, there is one kind of influence far 
greater than that of the nomination to office. This 
gentlemen in oppofition have totally overlooked, 
although it now exifts in its full vigour; and it 
will do fo, upon their fcheme, in at leaft as much 
force as it does now. That influence this bill 
cuts up by the roots : I mean the influence of protec 
tion. I mail explain myfelf: The office given to 
a young man going to India is of trifling con- 
fequence. But he that goes out an infignificant 
boy, in a few years returns a great nabob. Mr. 
Haftings fays he has two hundred and fifty of that 
kind of raw materials, who expect to be- fpeedily 
manufactured into the merchantable quality I men 
tion. One of thefe gentlemen, fuppofe, returns 
hither, loaded with odium and with riches. When 

13 he 
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he comes to England, he comes as to a prifon, or 
as to a fanctuary; and either is ready for him, 
according to his demeanour. What is the influence 
in the grant of any place in India, to that which 
is acquired by the protection or compromife with 
fuch guilt, and with the command of fuch riches, 
under the dominion of the hopes and fears which 
power is able to hold out to every man in that 
condition? That man s whole fortune, half a mil- 

t- 

lion perhaps, becomes an inftrument of influence, 
without a fhilling of charge to the civil lift; and 
the influx of fortunes which ftand in need of this 
protection is continual. It works both ways; it 
influences the delinquent, and it may corrupt the 
minifter. Compare the influence acquired by ap 
pointing for inftance even a governour general, 
and that obtained by protecting him. I mall pufh 
this no further. But I wifh gentlemen to roll it a 
little in their own minds. 

The bill before you cuts off this fource of in 
fluence. Its defign and main fcope is to regulate 
the adminiflration of India upon the principles of 
a court of judicature; and to exclude, as far as 
human prudence can exclude, all poilibility of a 
corrupt partiality, in appointing to office, or fup- 
porting in oiEce, or covering from inquiry and 
punifliment, any perfon who has abufed or fhall 
abufe his authority. At the board, as appointed 
and regulated by this bill, reward and punifliment 

cannot 
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cannot be fhifted and reverfed by a whifper. That 
commiffion becomes fatal to cabal, to intrigue, 
and to fecret reprefentation, thofe inftruments of 
the ruin of India. He that cuts off the means of 
premature fortune, and the power of protecting 
it when acquired, flrikes a deadly blow at the 
great fund, the bank, the capital ftock of Indian 
influence, which cannot be vefted any where, or 
in any hands, without moft dangerous confe- 
quences to the publick. 

The third and contradictory objection is, That 
this bill does not increafe the influence of the 
crown. On the contrary, That the juft power of 
the crown will be leflened, and transferred to the 
ufe of a party, by giving the patronage of India 
to a commifiion nominated by parliament, and in 
dependent of the crown. The contradiction is 
glaring, and it has been too well expofed to make 
it neceffary for me to infift upon it. But pafling 
the contradiction, and taking it without any re 
lation, of all objections that is the moft extraor 
dinary. Do not gentlemen know, that the crown 
has not at prefent the grant of a fingle office under 
the company, civil or military, at home or abroad? 
So far as the crown is concerned, it is certainly 
rather a gainer ; for the vacant offices in the new 
commiffion are to be filled up by the king. 

It is argued as a part of the bill, derogatory to 
the prerogatives of the crown, that the commif- 

1 4 fioners 
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fioners named in the bill are to continue for afliort 
term of years, too fhort in my opinion; and be- 
caufe, during that time, they are not at the mercy 
of every predominant faction of the court. Does 
not this objection lie againft the prefent directors; 
none of whom are named by the crown, and a 
proportion of whom hold for this very term of 
four years? Did it not lie againft the governour 
general and council named in the act of 1 773 
who were inverted by name, as the prefent com- 
miilioners are to be appointed in the body of the 
acl of parliament, who were to hold their places 
for a term of terms, and were not removable at 
the difcretion of the crown ? Did it not lie againft 
the re-appointment, in the year 1780, upon the 
very fame terms? Yet at none of thefe times, 
whatever other objections the fcheme might be 
liable to, was it fuppofed to be a derogation to the 
juft prerogative of the crown, that a commiilion 
created by act of parliament mould have its mem 
bers named by the authority which called it into 
exiftence? This is not the difpofal by parliament 
of any office derived from the authority of the 
crown, or now difpofable by that authority. It is 
fo far from being any thing new, violent, or alarm 
ing, that I do not recollect, in any parliamentary 
commiflion, down to the commhTioners of the 
land tax, that it has ever been otherwife. 

The objection of the tenure for four years is an 

objection 
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objection to all places that are not held during 
pleafure; but in that objection I pronounce the gen 
tlemen, from my knowledge of their complexion 
and of their principles, to be perfectly in earneft. 
The party (fay thefe gentlemen) of the minifter 
who propofes this fcheme will be rendered power 
ful by it ; for he will name his party friends to the 
commiffion. This objection againft party is a party 
objection ; and in this too thefe gentlemen are 
perfectly ferious. They fee that if, by any intrigue, 
they mould fucceed to office, they will lofe the 
clandeftine patronage, the true inftrument of clan- 
deitine influence, enjoyed in the name of fubfer- 
vient directors, and of wealthy trembling Indian 
delinquents. But as often as they are beaten off 
this ground, they return to it again. The minifter 
will name his friends, and perfons of his own party. 
Whom mould he name? Should he name his 
adverfaries? Should he name thofe whom he 
cannot truft? Should he name thofe to execute 
his plans, who are the declared enemies to the 
principles of his reform? His character is here at 
itake. If he propofes for his own ends (but he 
never will propofe) fuch names as, from their want 
of rank, fortune, character, ability, or knowledge, 
are likely to betray or to fall fhort of their truft, 
he is in an independent houfe of commons; in a 
houfe of commons which has, by its own virtue, 

deftroyed 
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deftroyed the inftruments of parliamentary fubfer- 
vience. This houfe of commons would not en 
dure the found of fuch names. He would perilh 
by the means which he is fuppofed to purfue for 
the fecurity of his power. The firft pledge he muft 
give of his iincerity in this great reform, will be in 
the confidence which ought to be repofed in thofe 
names. 

For my part, Sir, in this bulinefs I put all indi 
rect confiderations wholly out of my mind. My 
fole queftion, on each claufe of the bill, amounts 
to this : Is the meafure propofed required by the 
neceffities of India? I cannot confent totally to 
lofe fight of the real wants of the people who are 
the objects of it, and to hunt after every matter of 
party fquabble that may be ftarted on the feveral 
provifions. On the queftion of the duration of 
the commiflion I am clear and decided. Can I, 
can any one who has taken the fmalleft trouble to 
be informed concerning the affairs of India, amufe 
himfelf with fo ftrange an imagination, as that the 
habitual defpotifm and oppreflion, that the mo 
nopolies, the peculations, the ui.iverfal deftruction 
of all the legal authority of this kingdom, which 
have been for twenty years maturing to their pre- 
fent enormity, combined with the diftance of the 
fcene, the boldnefs and artifice of delinquents, 
their combination, their exceflive wealth, and the 

faction 
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faction they have made in England, can be fully 
corrected in a fhorter term than four years? None 
has hazarded fuch an affertion None, who has a 
regard for his reputation, will hazard it. 

Sir, the gentlemen, whoever they are, who 
{hall be appointed to this commiffion, have an un 
dertaking of magnitude on their hands, and their 
{lability muft not only be, but it muft be thought, 
real; and who is it will believe, that any thing 
fliort of an eftablimrrtent made, fupported, and 
fixed in its duration, with ah 1 the authority of par 
liament, can be thought fecure of a reafonablc 
{lability ? The plan of my honourable friend is the 
reverfe of that of reforming by the authors of the 
abufe. The beft we could expect from them is, 
that they mould not continue their ancient per 
nicious activity. To thofe we could think of no 
thing but applying control, as we are fure, that 
even a regard to their reputation (if any fuch 
thing exifts in them) would oblige them to cover, 
to conceal, to fupprefs, and confequently to pre 
vent, all cure of the grievances of India. For what 
can be difcovered, which is not to their difgrace? 
Every attempt to correct an abufe would be a 
fatire on their former adminiftration. Every man 
they mould pretend to call to an account, would 
be found their inftrument or their accomplice. 
They can never fee a beneficial regulation, but 
with a view to defeat it. The fliorter the tenure 

of 
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of fuch perfons, the better would be the chance of 
fome amendment. 

But the fyftem of the bill is different. It calls 
in perfons in no wife concerned with any act cen- 
furedby parliament; perfons generated with, and 
for, the reform, of which they are themfelves the 
moft effential part. To thefe the chief regulations 
in the bill are helps, not fetters ; they are autho 
rities to fupport, not regulations to reftrain them. 
From thefe we look for much more than inno 
cence. From thefe we expect zeal, firmnefs, and 
unremitted activity. Their duty, their character, 
binds them to proceedings of vigour; and they 
ought to have a tenure in their office which pre 
cludes all fear, whilft they are acting up to the 
purpofes of their truft; a tenure without which, 
none will undertake plans that require a feries and 
fyftem of acts. When they know that they can 
not be whifpered out of their duty, that their pub- 
lick conduct cannot be cenfured without a publick 
difcuffion; that the fchemes which they have be 
gun will not be committed to thofe who will have 
an intereft and credit in defeating and difgracing 
them ; then we may entertain hopes. The tenure 
is for four years, or during their good behaviour. 
That good behaviour is as long as they are true to 
the principles of the bill; and the judgment is in 
either houfe of parliament. This is the tenure of 
your judges ; and the valuable principle of the 

bill 
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bill is to make a judicial adminiftration for India. 
It is to give confidence in the execution of a duty, 
which requires as much perfeverance and forti 
tude as can fall to the lot of any that is born 
of woman. 

As to the gain by party, from the right honour 
able gentleman s bill, let it be fliewn, that this 
fuppofed party advantage is pernicious to its ob- 
jecl:, and the objection is of weight; but until this 
is done, and this has not been attempted, I {hall 
confider the fole objection, from its tendency to 
promote the intereft of a party, as altogether con 
temptible. The kingdom is divided into parties, 
and it ever has been fo divided, and it ever will 
be fo divided ; and if no fyftem for relieving the 
fubjecls of this kingdom from oppreffion, and 
matching its affairs from ruin, can be adopted 
until it is demonftrated that no party can derive 
an advantage from it, no good can ever be done 
in this country. If party is to derive an advan 
tage from the reform of India, (which is more 
than I know, or believe) it ought to be that party 
which alone, in this kingdom, has its reputation, 
nay its very being, pledged to the protection and 
prefervation of that part of the empire. Great 
fear is exprefled, that the commiflioners named in 
this bill will mew fome regard to a minifter out of 
place. To men made like the objectors, this muft 
appear criminal. Let it however be remembered 

bv 
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by others, that if the commiffioners mould be his 
friends, they cannot be his Haves. But depend 
ants are not in a condition to adhere to friends, 
nor to principles, nor to any uniform line of con- 
duel. They may begin cenfors, and be obliged to 
end accomplices. They may be even put under 
the direction of thofe whom they were appointed 
to punilh. 

The fourth and laft objection is, That the bill 
will hurt publick credit. I do not know whether 
this requires an anfwer. But if it does, look to 
your foundations. The finking fund is the pillar 
of credit in this country ; and let it not be forgot, 
that the diftrefles, owing to the mismanagement of 
the Eaft India company, have already taken a mil 
lion from that fund by the non-payment of duties. 
The bills drawn upon the company, which are 
about four millions, cannot be accepted without 
the confent of the treafury. The treafury, acting 
under a parliamentary truft and authority, pledges 
the publick for thefe millions. If they pledge the 
publick, the publick muft have a fecurity in its 
hands for the management of this intereft, or the 
national credit is gone. For otherwife it is not 
only the Eaft India company, which is a great in- 
tereft, that is undone, but, clinging to the fecurity 
of all your funds, it drags down the reft, and the 
whole fabrick perifhes in one ruin. If this bill does 
not provide a direction of integrity and of ability 

competent 
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competent to that truft, the objection is fatal. If 
it does, publick credit muft depend on the fupport 
of the bill. 

It has been faid, if you violate this charter, what 
fecurity has the charter of the bank, in which pub- 
lick credit is fo deeply concerned, and even the 
charter of London, in which the rights of fo many 
fubjects are involved ? I anfwer, In the like cafe 
they have no fecurity at all No no fecurity at 
all. If the bank mould, by every fpecies of mif- 
management, fall into a ftate fimilar to that of the 
Eaft India company; if it mould be opprefied with 
demands it could not anfwer, engagements which 
it could not perform, and with bills for which it 
could not procure payment ; no charter mould 
protect the mifmanagement from correction, and 
fuch publick grievances from redrefs. If the city 
of London had the means and will of deftroying 
an empire, and of cruelly opprefling and tyranniz 
ing over millions of men as good as themfelves, 
the charter of the city of London mould prove no 
fanction to fuch tyranny and fuch oppreflion. 
Charters are kept, when their purpofes are main 
tained : they are violated, when the privilege is 
fupported againft its end and its object. 

Now, Sir, I have fmifhed all I propofed to fay, 
as my reafons for giving my vote to this bill. If 
I am wrong, it is not for want of pains to know 
what is right. This pledge, at leaft, of my rec 
titude I have given to my country. 

And 
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And now, having done my duty to the bill, 
let me fay a word to the author. I fhould leave 
him to his own noble fentiments, if the unworthy 
and illiberal language with which he has been 
treated, beyond all example of parliamentary li 
berty, did not make a few words neceffary ; not 
fo much in juftice to him, as to my own feelings. 
I mufl fay then, that it will be a diftinction ho 
nourable to the age, that the refcue of the greatefl 
number of the human race that ever were fo griev* 
oufly oppreffed, from the greateft tyranny that 
was ever exercifed, has fallen to the lot of abilities 
and difpolitions equal to the talk ; that it has fallen 
to one who has the enlargement to comprehend, 
the fpirit to undertake, and the eloquence to fup- 
port, fo great a meafure of hazardous benevolence. 
His fpirit is not owing to his ignorance of the ftate 
of men and things j he well knows what fnares 
are fpread about his path, from perfonal animoiity, 
from court intrigues, and poffibly from popular 
delufion. But he has put to hazard his eafe, his 
fecurity, his intereft, his power, even his darling 
popularity, for the benefit of a people whom he 
has never feen. This is the road that all heroes 
have trod before him. He is traduced and abufed 
for his fuppofed motives. He will remember, that 
obloquy is a neceffary ingredient in the competi 
tion of all true glory : he will remember, that it 
was not only in the Roman cuftoms, but it is in 
the nature and conftitution of things, that calumny 

and 
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and abufe are eflential parts of triumph. Thefe 
thoughts will fupport a mind, which only exifts 
for honour, under the burthen of temporary re 
proach. He is doing indeed a great good ; fuch as 
rarely falls to the lot, and almoft as rarely coin 
cides with the delires, of any man. Let him ufe 
his time. Let him give the whole length of the 
reins to his benevolence. He is now on a great 
eminence, where the eyes of mankind are turned 
to him. He may live long, he may do much. 
But here is the fummit. He never can exceed 
what he does this dav. 

i 

He has faults ; but they are faults that, though 
they may in a finall degree tarnifh the luftre, and 
fometimes impede the march of his abilities, have 
nothing in them to extinguifh the fire of great vir 
tues. In thofe faults, there is no mixture of de 
ceit, of hypocrify, of pride, of ferocity, of com- 
plexional defpotifm, or want of feeling for the dif- 
treffes of mankind. His are faults which might 
exift in a defcendant of Henry theFourth of France, 
as they did exift in that father of his country. 
Henry the Fourth wiflied that he might live to fee 
a fowl in the pot of every peafant in his kingdom. 
That fentiment of homely benevolence was worth 
all the fplendid flyings that are recorded of kings. 
But he wifhed perhaps for more than could be ob 
tained, and the goodnefs of the man exceeded the 
power of the king. But this gentleman, a fubjeft, 
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may this day fay this at leaft, with truth, that he 
fecurcs the rice in his pot to every man in India. 
A poet of antiquity thought it one of the firft dif- 
tinctions to a prince whom he meant to celebrate, 
that through a long fucceflion of generations, he 
had been the progenitor of an able and virtuous 
citizen, who by force of the arts of peace, had 
corrected governments of oppreffion, and fuppref- 
ic d wars of rapine. 

Indole proh quanta juvenis, quantumque daturus 
Ausonias populis, ventura in sascula civem. 
lile super Gangem, super exauditus et ludos, 
Implebit terras voce ; et furialia bella 
Fulmine compescet linguae. 

This was what was faid of the predecefibr of the 
only perfon to whofe eloquence it does not wrong 
that of the mover of this bill to be compared. But 
the Ganges and the Indus are the patrimony of 
the fame of my honourable friend, and not of 
Cicero. I confefs, I anticipate with joy the reward 
of thote, whole whole confequence, power, and 
authority, exift only for the benefit of mankind; 
and I carry my mind to all the people, and all the 
names and defcriptions, that, relieved by this bill, 
will blefs the labours of this parliament, and the 
confidence which the heft houte of commons has 
criven to him who the beft dcferves it. The little 
cavils of party will not be heard, where freedom 

and 
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and happinefs will be felt. There is not a tongue, 
a nation, or religion in India, which will not blefs 
the preliding care and manly beneficence of this 
houfe, and of him who propofes to you this great 
work. Your names will never be feparated before 
the throne of the Divine Goodnefs, in whatever 
language, or with whatever rites, pardon is afked 
for fin, and reward for thofe who imitate the God 
head in his univerfal bounty to his creatures. 
Thefe honours you deferve, and they will furely 
be paid, when all the jargon of influence, and 
party, and patronage, are fwept into oblivion. 

I have fpoken what I think, and what I feel, of 
the mover of this bill. An honourable friend of 
mine, fpeaking of his merits, was charged with 
having made a ftudied panegyrick. I don t know 
what his was. Mine, I am fure, is a ftudied pa 
negyrick; the fruit of much meditation; the re- 
fult of the obfervation of near twenty years. For 
my own part, I am happy that I have lived to fee 
this day; I feel myf elf overpaid for the labours of 
eighteen years, when, at this late period, I am able 
to take my {hare, by one humble vote, in deilroy- 
ing a tyranny that exifts to the difgrace of this 
nation, and the deftrucllon of fo large a part of 
the human fpecies. 
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PREFACE. 



THE reprefentation now given to the publick 
relates to fome of the moil effential privi 
leges of the houfe of commons. It would appear 
of little importance, if it were to be judged by its 
reception in the place where it was propofed. 
There it was rejected without debate. The fub- 
ject matter may, perhaps, hereafter appear to 
merit a more ferious conlideration. Thinking 
men will fcarcely regard the penal diffolution of 
a parliament as a very trilling concern. Such a 
diffolution muft operate forcibly as an example; 
and it much imports the people of this kingdom 
to confider what leffon that example is to teach. 

The late houfe of commons was not accufed of 
an interefted compliance to the will of a court. 
The charge againft them was of a different nature. 
They were charged with being actuated by an ex 
travagant fpirit of independency. This fpecies of 
offence is fo clofely connected with merit; this 
vice bears fo near a refemblance to virtue; that 
the flight of a houfe of commons above the ex 
act temperate medium of independence, ought to 

K 4 be 
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be correctly afcertained, left we give encourage 
ment to dilpofitions of a lefs generous nature, and 
lefs fafe for the people; we ought to call for very 
folid and convincing proofs of the exillence, and 
of the magnitude too of the evils, which are charg 
ed to an independent fpirit, before we give fanc- 
tion to any meafure, that by checking a fpirit fo 
eaiily damped, and fo hard to be excited, may af 
fect the liberty of a part of our conftitution, which, 
if not free, is worfe than ufelefs. 

The Editor docs not deny, that by pofiibility 
fuch an abufe may exift: but primd fronte, there 
is no reafon to prefume it. The houfe of com 
mons is not, by its complexion, peculiarly fubject 
to the diftempers of an independent habit. Very 
little compulfion is necefTary, on the part of the 
people, to render it abundantly complaifant to mi- 
nifters and favourites of all defcriptions. It re 
quired a great length of time, very confiderable 
induftry and perfeverance, no vulgar policy, the 
union of many men and many tempers, and the 
concurrence of events which do not happen every 
day, to build up an independent houfe of com 
mons. Its demolition was accomplimed in a mo 
ment; and it was the work of ordinary hands. 
But to conftruct is a matter of ikill ; to demolim s 
force and fury are fufficient. 

The late houfe of commons has been punifhed 
for its independence. That example is made. 

Have 
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Have we an example on record, of a houfe of com 
mons punimed for its fervility? The rewards of 
a fenate fo difpoled, are manifeft to the world. 
Several gentlemen are very delirous of altering the 
conftitution of the houfe of commons: but they 
muft alter the frame and conftitution of human 
nature itfelf, before they can fo fafhion it by any 
mode of election, that its conduct will not be in 
fluenced by reward and punifhment; by fame, and 
by difgrace. If thefe examples take root in the 
minds of men, what members hereafter will be 
bold enough not to be corrupt? Efpecially as the 
king s high-way of obfequioufnefs is fo very broad 
and eafy. To make a pafiive member of parlia 
ment, no dignity of mind, no principles of ho 
nour, no refolution, no ability, no induftry, no 
learning, no experience are in the leaft degree ne- 
ceflary. To defend a poft of importance againft a 
powerful enemy, requires an Elliot j a drunken 
invalid is qualified to hoift a white flag, or to de 
liver up the keys of the fortrefs on his knees, 

The gentlemen chofen into this parliament, for 
the purpofe of this furrender, were bred to better 
things; and are no doubt qualified for other fer- 
vice. But for this flrenuous exertion of inacti 
vity, for the vigorous tafk of fubmiffion and paf 
iive obedience, all their learning and ability are ra 
ther a matter of pcrfonal ornament to themfelves, 

than 
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than of the leaft ufe in the performance of their 
duty. 

The prefent furrender, therefore, of rights and 
privileges, without examination, and the refolu- 
tion to fupport any minifter given by the fecret 
advifers of the crown, determines not only on all 
the power and authority of the houfe, but it fettles 
the character and defcription of the men who are 
to compofe it; and perpetuates that character as 
long as it may be thought expedient to keep up a 
phantom of popular reprefentation. 

It is for the chance of fome amendment before 
this new fettlement takes a permanent form, and 
while the matter is yet foft and ductile, that the 
Editor has republifhed this piece, and added fome 
notes and explanations to it. His intentions, he 
hopes, will excufe him to the original mover, and 
to the world. He acts from a ftrong fenfe of the 
incurable ill effects of holding out the conduct of 
the late houfe of commons, as an example to be 
flumned by future reprefentatives of the people. 



MOTION 
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Luna, 14 Die Junij, 1784. 

A MOTION was made, That a reprefentation 
be preferred to his majefty, moft humbly 
to offer to his royal confideration, that the ad- 
drefs of this houfe, upon his majefty s fpeech from 
the throne, was dictated folely by our conviction 
of his majefty s own moft gracious intentions to 
wards his people, which, as we feel with gratitude,, 
fo we are ever ready to acknowledge with chear- 
fulnefs and fatisfa&ion. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, we were will 
ing to feparate from our general exprefllons of 
duty, refpect, and veneration to his majefty s royal 
perfon and his princely virtues, all difcuflion what 
ever, with relation to feveral of the matters fug- 
gefted, and feveral of the exprefllons employed in 
that fpeech. 

That 
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That it was not fit or becoming, that any de 
cided opinion ftiould be formed by his faithful 
commons, on that fpeech, without a degree of de 
liberation adequate to the importance of the ob 
ject. Having afforded ourfelves due time for that 
deliberation, we do now mofl humbly beg leave 
to reprefent to his majefty, that, in the fpeech from 
the throne, his minifters have thought proper to 
ufe a language of a very alarming import, unau 
thorized by the practice of good times, and irre- 
concileable to the principles of this government. 

Humbly to exprefs to his majefty, that it is the 
privilege and duty of this houfe to guard the con- 
ftitution from all infringement on the part of mi 
nifters; and whenever the occafion requires it, 
to warn them againft any abufe of the authorities 
committed to them : but it is very lately,* that 
in a manner not more unfeemly than irregular 
and prepofterous, minifters have thought proper, 
by admonition from the throne, implying diftruft 
and reproach, to convey the expectations of the 
people to us, their fole reprefentatives;-)- and have 

* See King s Speech, Dec. 5, 1782, and May 19, 1784. 

f " I will never fubmit fo the doclrines I have heard this day 
from the woolfack, that the other houfe [houfe of commons]] are 
the only reprefentatives and guardians of the people s rights ; I 
boldly maintain the contrary I fay this houfe [houfe of lords] 
is cqual y the reprefentatives of the people. Lord Shclburne sfpcc c/i, 
April 8, 17/8. Fide Parliamentary Rcgijter,\o\. IO, page 3gz. 

prefumcd 
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prefumed to caution us, the natural guardians of 
the conftitution, againft any infringement of it on 
our parts. 

This dangerous innovation we, his faithful com 
mons, think it our duty to mark; and as thefe 
admonitions from the throne, by their frequent 
repetition, feem intended to lead gradually to the 
eftablimmcnt of an ufage, we hold ourfelves bound 
thus folemnly to proteft againft them. 

This houfe will be, as it ever ought to be, anxi- 
oufly attentive to the inclinations and interefts of 
its conftituents: nor do we defire to ftraiten any 
of the avenues to the throne, or to either houfe 
of parliament. But the ancient order, in which 
the rights of the people have been exercifed, is 
not a reftriction of thefe rights. It is a method 
providently framed in favour of thofe privileges, 
which it preferves and enforces by keeping in that 
courfe which has been found the moft effectual for 
anfwering their ends. His majefty may receive 
the opinions andwifhes of individuals under their 
fignatures, and of bodies corporate under their 
feals, as exprefiing their own particular fenfe : and 
he may grant fuch redrefs as the legal powers of 
the crown enable the crown to afford. This, and 
the other houfe of parliament, may alfo receive the 
wifhes of fuch corporations and individuals by 
petition. The collective fenfe of his people his 
majefty is to receive from his commons in parlia 
ment 
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ment afiembled. It would deftroy the whole fpirit 
of the conftitution, if his commons were to receive 
that fenfe from the minifters of the crown, or to 
admit them to be a proper or a regular channel 
for conveying it. 

That the minifters in the faid fpeech declare, 
" His majefty has a juft and confident reliance, 
" that we (his faithful commons) are animated 
" with the fame fentiments of loyalty, and the 
" fame attachment to our excellent conftitution, 
" which he had the happinefs to fee fo fully mani- 
" fefted in every part of the kingdom." 

To reprefent, that his faithful commons have 
never failed in loyalty to his majefty. It is new 
to them to be reminded of it. It is unneceffary 
and invidious to prefs it upon them by any ex- 
ample. This recommendation of loyalty, after his 
majefty has fat for fo many years, with the full 
fupport of all defcriptions of his fubjecls, on the 
throne of this kingdom, at a time of profound 
peace, and without any pretence of the exiftence 
or appreheniion of war or confpiracy, becomes 
in itfelf a fource of no fmall jealoufy to his faithful 
commons; as many circumftances lead us to ap 
prehend that therein the minifters have reference 
to fome other meafures and principles of loyalty, 
and to fome other ideas of the conftitution, than 
the laws require, or the practice of parliament will 
admit. 

No 
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No regular communication of the proofs of 
loyalty and attachment to the conftitution, allud 
ed to in the fpeech from the throne, have been laid 
before this houfe, in order to enable us to judge 
of the nature, tendency, or occalion of them; or 
in what particular acts they were difplayed; but 
if we are to fuppofe the manifeftations of loyalty 
(which are held out to us as an example for imita 
tion) confifl in certain addreffes delivered to his 
majefty, promifing fupport to his majefty in the 
exercife of his prerogative, and thanking his ma 
jefty for removing certain of his minifters, on ac 
count of the votes they have given upon bills de 
pending in parliament, if this be the example of 
loyalty alluded to in the fpeech from the throne, 
then we muft beg leave to exprefs our ferious con 
cern for the impreilion which has been made on 
any of our fellow-fubjects by mifreprefentations, 
which have feduced them into a feeming approba 
tion of proceedings fubverfive of their own free 
dom. We conceive, that the opinions delivered 
in thefe papers were not well confidered; nor 
were the parties duly informed of the nature of 
die matters on which they were called to deter 
mine, nor of thofe proceedings of parliament 
which thev were led to cenfure. 

4 

We fhall aft more advifedly. The loyalty we 
ftiall manifeft will riot be the fame with theirs; 
but, we truft, it will be equally ftncere, and more 

enlightened 
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enlightened. It is no flight authority which fhall 
perfuade us (by receiving as proofs of loyalty the 
miftaken principles lightly taken up in thefe ad- 
drefles) obliquely to criminate, with the heavy and 
ungrounded charge of difloyalty and difaffection, 
an uncorrupt, independent, and reforming parlia 
ment.* Above all, we {hall take care that none 

of 

* In that parliament the houfe of commons by two feveral re- 
folutions put an end to the American war. Immediately on the 
change of miniftry, which enfued, in order to fecure their own 
independence, and to prevent the accumulation of new burthens 
on the people by the growth of a civil lift debt, they paffed the 
eftablifhment bill. By that bill thirty-fix offices tenable by mem 
bers of parliament were fuppreffed ; and an order of payment 
was framed, by which the growth of any frefh debt was rendered 
impracticable. The debt on the civil lift from the beginning of 
the prefent reign had amounted to one million three hundred 
thoufand pounds and upwards. Another act was pa/Ted for re 
gulating the office of the paymafter general, and the offices fub- 
ordinate to it. A million of publick money had fometimes been 
in the hands of the paymasters: this act prevented the poffibility 
of any money whatfoever being accumulated in that office in fu 
ture. The offices of the exchequer, whofe emoluments in time 
of war were exceflive, arid grew in exact proportion to the pub- 
lick burthens, were regulated; fome of them fuppreffed, and the 
reft reduced to fixed falaries. To fecure the freedom of election 
againft the crown, a bill was paffed to difqualU y all officers con 
cerned in the collection of the revenue in any of its branches 
from voting in elections; a mod important act, not only with 
racrard to its primary object, the freedom of election, but as ma 
terially forwarding the due collection of revenue. For the fame 
end, (the preflrving the freedom of election) the houfe refcinded 

the 
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of the rights and privileges, always claimed, and 
lince the acceflion of his majefty s illuftrious family 
conftantly exercifed by this houfe (and which we 
hold and exercife in truft for the commons of 
Great Britain, and for their benefit) fhall be con- 
ftructively furrendered, or even weakened and im 
paired under ambiguous phrafes, and implications 
of cenfure on the late parliamentary proceedings. 
If thefe claims are not well-founded, they ought 
to be honeftly abandoned; if they are juft, they 
ought to be fteadily and refolutely maintained. 

Of his majefty s own gracious difpofition to 
wards the true principles of our free coriftitution, 
his faithful commons never did, or could enter 
tain a doubt : but we humbly beg leave to exprefs 

the famous judgment relative to the Middlefex election, and ex 
punged it from the journals. On the principle of reformation 
of their own houfe, connected with a principle of publick eco 
nomy, an act pafled for rendering contractors with government 
incapable of a feat in parliament. The India Bill, ( unfortunately 
loft in the houfe of lords) purfued the fame idea to its comple 
tion; and difabled all fervants of the Eaft India company from 
a feat in that houfe for a certain time, and until their conduct 
was examined into and cleared. The remedy of infinite corrup 
tions and of infinite diforders and oppreffions, as well as the fecu- 
rity of the molt important objects of publitkceconomy, perifhed 
with that bill and that parliament. That parliament alfo infti- 
tutcd a committee to inquire into the collection of the revenue 
in all its branches, which profecuted its duty with great vigour; 
and fuggefted fcveral material improvements. 

VOL. IV. L to 
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to his majefty our uneaiinefs concerning other 
new and unufual expreflions of his minifters, de 
claratory of a refolution " to fupport in their juft 
" balance , the rights and privileges of every branch 
" of the legiflature." 

It were defirable that all hazardous theories con 
cerning a balance of rights and privileges (a mode 
of exprefllon wholly foreign to parliamentary 
ufage) might have been forborne. His majefty s 
faithful commons are well inftrufted in their own 
rights and privileges, which they are determined 
to maintain on the footing upon which they were 
handed down from their anceftors: they are not 
unacquainted with the rights and privileges of the 
houfe of peers; and they know and refpect the 
lawful prerogatives of the crown: but they do 
not think it fafe to admit any thing concerning 
the exiftence of a balance of thofe rights, privi 
leges, and prerogatives; nor are they able to dif- 
cern to what objects minifters would apply their 
fiction of balance ; nor what they would confider 
as a juft one. Thefe unauthorized doctrines have 
a tendency to ftir improper difcuffions; and to lead 
to mifchievous innovations in the conftitution.* 

That 

* If thefe (peculations are let loofe, the houfe of lords may 
quarrel with their (hare of the legiflature, as being limited with 
regard to the origination of grants to the crown and the origina 
tion of money bills. The advifers of the crown may think pro 
per 
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That his faithful commons moft humbly re 
commend, inftead of the inconfiderate fpecula- 
tions of unexperienced men, that on all occafions, 

refort 

per to bring its negative into ordinary ufe; and even to difpute, 
whether a mere negative, compared with the deliberative power, 
exercifed in the other houfes, be fuch a fliare in the legislature, 
as to produce a due balance in favour of that branch; and thus 
juftify the previous interference of the crown, in the manner 
lately ufed. The following will ferve to fhew how much foun 
dation there is for great caution, concerning thefe novel fpecula- 
tions. Lord Shelburne, in his celebrated fpeech, April 8th, 
1778, exprefles himfelf as follows: Vide Parliamentary Regijler, 
vol. x. 

* The noble and learned lord on the woolfack, in the debate 
" which opened the bufinefs of this day, aflcrted that your lord- 
" {hips were incompetent to make any alteration in a money 
" bill, or a bill of fupply. I mould be glad to fee the matter 
" fully and fairly difcuffed, and the fubjecl: brought forward ancj 
4f argued upon precedent, as well as all its collateral relations. 
" I mould be pleated to fee the queftion fairly committed, were 
" it for no other reafon, but to hear the fleek fmooth contrac- 
" tors from the other houfe, come to this bar and declare, that 
" they, and they only, could frame a money dill; and they, and 
" they on //, could difpofe of the property of the peers of Great Bri- 
* tain. Perhaps fome arguments more plaufible than thofe I 
" heard this day from the woolfack, to (hew that the commons 
" have an uncontrolable, unqualiefid right, to bind your lord- 
" (hips property, may be urged by them. At prefent, I beg 
" leave to differ from the noble and learned lord; for until the 
" claim, after a folemn difcuffion of the houfe, is openly and 
* direftly relinquifhed, I fhall continue to be of opinion, that 
* your loidfhips have a right to alter , amend, or reject a money 
" bill." 

La The 
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refort fhould be had to the happy practice of par 
liament, and to thofe folid maxims of government 
which have prevailed fince the acceflion of his ma- 
jefty s illuftrious family, as furnifhing the only 
fafe principles on which the crown and parliament 
can proceed. 

We think it the more neceffary to be cautious 
on this head, as, in the laft parliament, the prefent 
minifters had thought proper to countenance, if 
not to fuggeft, an attack upon the moft clear and 
undoubted rights and privileges of this houfe.* 

Fearing 

The duke of Richmond alfo, in his letter to the volunteers of 
Ireland, fpeaks of feveral of the powers exercifed by the houfe 
of commons, in the light of ufurpations; and his grace is of 
opinion, that when the people are reftored to what he conceives 
to be their rights, in electing the houfe of commons, the other 
branches of the legiflature ought to be reftored to theirs. Vide 
Re?&gt;ie7ti6ranccr ) vol. xvi. 

* By an act of parliament, the direiftors of the Eaft India 
company are reftrained from acceptance of bills drawn from 
India, beyond a certain amount, without the confent of the com- 
milfioners of the treafury. The late houfe of commons finding 
bills to an immenfe amount, drawn upon that body by their fer- 
vants abroad, and knowing their circumftances to be exceedingly 
doubtful, came to a refolution providently cautioning the lords of 
the treafury againft the acceptance of thefe bills, until the houfe 
fhould otherwife direct. The court lords then took occafion to 
declare againft the refolution as illegal, by the commons under 
taking to direct in the execution of a truft created by act of par 
liament. The houfe juftly alarmed at this refolution, which 
went to the deftruction of the whole of its fuperintending capa 
city, 
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Fearing, from thefe extraordinary admonitions, 
and from the new doctrines, which feem to have 
dictated feveral unufual expreflions, that his ma- 
jefty has been abufed by falfe reprefentations of the 
late proceedings in parliament, we think it our 
duty refpectfully to inform his majefty, that no 
attempt whatever has been made againft his law 
ful prerogatives, or againft the rights and privi 
leges of the peers, by the late houfe of commons, 
in any of their addrefles, votes, or refolutions: 
neither do we know of any proceeding by bill, in 
which it was propofed to abridge the extent of his 
royal prerogative: but, if fuch provifion had ex- 
ifted in any bill, we proteft, and we declare, againft 
all fpeeches, ads or addreffes, from any perfons 
whatfoever, which have a tendency to confider 
fuch bills, or the perfons concerned in them, as 
juft objects of any kind of cenfure and punifhment 
from the throne. NecefTary reformations may 
hereafter require, as they have frequently done in 
former times, limitations and abridgments, and 

city, and particularly in matters relative to its own province of 
money, dire&ed a committee to fearch the journals, and they 
found a regular feries of precedents, commencing from the re- 
moteft of thofe records, and carried on to that day, by which it 
appeared, that the houfe interfered by an authoritative advice and 
admonition, upon every act of executive government without ex 
ception ; and in many much ftronger cafes than that which the 
lords thought proper to quarrel with. 

L 3 in 
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in fome cafes an entire extinction of fome branch 
of prerogative. If bills mould be improper in the 
form in which they appear in the houfe where 
they originate, they are liable, by the wifdom of 
this conftitution, to be corrected, and even to be 
totally fet alide, elfewhere. This is the known, 
the legal, and the fafe remedy: but whatever, by 
the manifeftation of the royal difpleafure, tends to 
intimidate individual members from propofing, 
or this houfe from receiving, debating, and patt 
ing bills, tends to prevent even the beginning of 
every reformation in the ftate; and utterly de- 
ftroys the deliberative capacity of parliament. 
We therefore claim, demand, and infifl upon it, 
as our undoubted right, that no perfons mall be 
deemed proper objects of animadverfion by the 
crown, in any mode whatever, for the votes 
which they give, or the proportions which they 
make, in parliament. 

We humbly conceive, that betides its mare of 
the legiflative power, and its right of impeach 
ment, that by the law and ufage of parliament, 
this houfe has other powers and capacities, which 
it is bound to maintain. This houfe is affured, 
that our humble advice on the exercife of prero 
gative will be heard with the fame attention with 
which it has ever been regarded; and that it will 
be followed by the fame effects which it has ever 
produced, during the happy and glorious reigns 

of 
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of his majefty s royal progenitors; not doubting 
but that, in all thofe points, we ihall be confidered 
as a council of wifdom and weight to advife, and 
not merely as an accufer of competence to crimi 
nate.* This houfe claims both capacities; and 
we truft that we mail be left to our free difcretion 
which of them we mail employ as beft calculated 
for his majefty s, and the national fervice. When 
ever we mail fee it expedient to offer our advice 
concerning his majefty s fervants, who are thofe 
of the publick, we confidently hope, that the per- 
fonal favour of any minifter, or any fet of mini- 
fters, will not be more dear to his majefty, than 
the credit and character of a houfe of commons. 
It is an experiment full of peril to put the repre- 
fentative wifdom and juftice of his majefty s people 
in the wrong; it is a crooked and defperate de- 
lign, leading to mifchief, the extent of which no 
human wifdom can forefee, to attempt to form a 
prerogative party in the nation, to be reforted to 
as occafion {hall require, in derogation from the 
authority of the commons of Great Britain in par 
liament affembled : it is a contrivance full of dan 
ger, for minifters to fet up the reprefentative and 

* " I obferve at the fame time, that there is no charge or 
complaint fuggefted againft my prefent minifters." The king s 
anfwcr, 25M Fthrunn/ 1/81-, to the addrefs of the liovfc of commons. 
Vide Refutations of the Houfe of Commons, printed for Debrett, p. 31. 

L 4 conftituent 
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conftituent bodies of the commons of this king- 
dom as two feparate and diftind powers, formed 
to counterpoifc each other, leaving the preference 
in the hands of fecret advifers of the crown. In 
fuch a fituation of things, thefe advifers, taking 
advantage of the differences which may acciden 
tally arife, or may purpofely be fomented between 
them, will have it in their choice to refort to the 
one or the other, as may beft fuit the purpofes of 
their finifter ambition. By exciting an emulation 
and conteft between the reprefentative and the 
conftituent bodies, as parties contending for credit 
and influence at the throne, facrifices will be made 
by both; and the whole can end in nothing elfe 
than the deftruclion of the deareft rights and liber 
ties of the nation. If there muft be another mode 
of conveying the collective fenfe of the people to 
the throne than that by the houfe of commons, it 
ought to be fixed and defined, and its authority 
ought to be fettled : it ought not to exift in fo pre 
carious and dependent a ftate as that minifters 
fhould have it in their power, at their own mere 
pleafure, to acknowledge it with refpect, or to re 
ject it with fcorn. 

It is the undoubted prerogative of the crown 
to diffolve parliament; but we beg leave to lay 
before his majefty, that it is, of all the trufts veft- 
ed in his majefty, the moft critical and delicate, 
and that in which this houfe has the moft reafon 

to 
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to require, not only the good faith, but the fa 
vour of the crown. His commons are not always 
upon a par with his minifters in an application to 
popular judgment : it is not in the power of the 
members of this houfe to go to their election^at 
the moment the moft favourable for them. It is 
in the power of the crown to choofe a time for 
their diffolution whiift great and arduous matters 
of ftate and legiflation are depending, which may 
be eafily mifunderftood, and which cannot be fully 
explained before that mifunderftanding may prove 
fatal to the honour that belongs, and to the con- 
fideration that is due, to members of parliament. 

With his majefty is the gift of all the rewards, 
the honours, diftinclions, favour, and graces of 
the ftate; with his majefty is the mitigation of all 
the rigours of the law; and we rejoice to fee the 
crown poflefled of trufts calculated to obtain good 
will, and charged with duties which are popular 
and pleafing. Our trufts are of a different kind. 
Our duties are harm and invidious in their na 
ture; and juftice and fafety is all we can expecl 
in the exercife of them. We are to offer falutary, 
which is not always pleafmg, counfel: we are to 
inquire and to accufe: and the objecls of our in 
quiry and charge will be for the moft part perfons 
of wealth, power, and extenfive connections : we 
are to make rigid laws for the prefervation of 
revenue, which of necefiity more or lefs confine 

fome 
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fome action, or reftrain fome function, which be 
fore was free: what is the moft critical and invi 
dious of all, the whole body of the publick impofi- 
tions originate from us, and the hand of the houfe 
of commons is feen and felt in every burthen that 
prefles on the people. Whilft, ultimately, we are 
ferving them, and in the firft inftance whilft we are 
ferving his majefty, it will be hard, indeed, if we 
mould fee a houfe of commons the victim of its 
zeal and fidelity, facrificed by his minifters to thofe 
very popular difcontents which mail be excited by 
our dutiful endeavours for thefecurity and great- 
nefs of his throne. No other confequence can re- 
fult from fuch an example, but that, in future, 
the houfe of commons, confulting its fafety at the 
expence of its duties, and fuffering the whole 
energy of the ftate to be relaxed, will mrink from 
every fervice, which, however neceffary, is of a 
great and arduous nature ; or that, willing to pro 
vide for the publick neceffities, and, at the fame 
time, to fecure the means of performing that tafk, 
they will exchange independence for protection, 
and will court a fubfervient exiftence through the 
favour of thofe minifters of ftate, or thofe fecret 
advifers, who ought themfelves to ftand in awe of 
the commons of this realm. 

A houfe of commons, refpecled by his mini 
fters, is eflential to his majefty s fervice : it is fit 
that they mould yield to parliament, and not that 

parliament 



SPEECH FROM THE THRONE. 155 

parliament fhould be new modelled until it is fit 
ted to their purpofes. If our authority is only to 
be held up when we coincide in opinion with his 
majefty s advifers, but is to be fet at nought the 
moment it differs from them, the houfe of com 
mons will fink into a mere appendage of admini- 
ftration ; and will lofe that independent character 
which, infeparably connecting the honour and re 
putation with the acts of this houfe, enables us to 
afford a real, effective, and fubftantial fupport to 
his government. It is the deference fhewn to our 

o 

opinion, when we diffent from the fervants of the 
crown, which alone can give authority to the pro 
ceedings of this houfe, when it concurs with their 
meafures. 

That authority once loft, the credit of his ma 
jefty s crown will be impaired in the eyes of all na 
tions. Foreign powers, who may yet wifh to re 
vive a friendly intercourfe with this nation, will 
look in vain for that hold which gave a connec 
tion with Great Britain the preference to an alli 
ance with any other ftate. A houfe of commons, 
of which minifters were known to ftand in awe, 
where every thing was neceffarily difcuffed, on 
principles fit to be openly and publickly avowed, 
and which could not be retracted or varied with 
out danger, furnifhed a ground of confidence in 
the publick faith, which the engagement of no 
ftate dependent on the fluctuation of perfonal fa 
vour, 
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vour, and private advice, can ever pretend to. If 
faith with the houfe of commons, the grand fe- 
curity for the national faith itfelf, can be broken 
with impunity, a wound is given to the political 
importance of Great Britain, which will not eafily 
be healed. 

That there was a great variance between the late 
houfe of commons and certain perfons, whom his 
majefty has been advifed to make and continue as 
minifters, in defiance of the advice of that houfe, 
is notorious to the world. That houfe did not 
confide in thofe minifters; arid they withheld 
their confidence from them for reafons for which 
pofterity will honour and refpecl the names of 
thofe who compofed that houfe of commons, dif- 
tinguifhed for its independence. They could not 
confide in perfons who have fhewn a difpofition 
to dark and dangerous intrigues. By thefe in 
trigues they have weakened, if not deftroyed, the 
clear affurance which his majefty s people, and 
which all nations ought to have, of what are, and 
what are not, the real acts of his government. 

If it mould be feen that his minifters may con 
tinue in their offices, without any fignification to 
them of his majefty s difpleafure at any of their 
meafures, whilft perfons confiderable for their 
rank, and known to have had accefs to his ma 
jefty s facred perfon, can with impunity abufe that 
advantage, and employ his majefty s name to dif- 

avow 
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avow and counteract the proceedings of his offi 
cial fervants, nothing but diftruft, difcord, debility, 
contempt of all authority, and general confufion, 
can prevail in his government. 

This we lay before his majefty, with humility 
and concern, as the inevitable effect of a fpirit of 
intrigue in his executive government; an evil 
which we have but too much reafon to be per- 
fuaded exifts and increafes. During the courfe of 
the laft fefllon it broke out in a manner the moft 
alarming. This evil was infinitely aggravated by 
the unauthorized, but not difavowed ufe which 
has been made of his majefty s name, for the pur- 
pofe of the moft unconftitutional, corrupt, and dif- 
honourable influence on the minds of "the mem 
bers of parliament, that ever was practifed in this 
kingdom. No attention, even to the exterior 
decorum, in the practice of corruption, and inti 
midation employed on peers, was obferved : feveral 
peers were obliged under menaces to retract their 
declarations, and to recall their proxies. 

The commons have the deepeft intereft in the 
purity and integrity of the peerage. The peers 
difpofe of all the property in the kingdom, in the 
laft refort ; and they difpofe of it on their honour 
and not on their oaths, as all the members of 
every other tribunal in the kingdom muft do ; 
though in them the proceeding is not conclufive. 
We have, therefore, a right to demand that no 

application 
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application fhall be made to peers of fuch a nature 
as may give room to call in queftion, much lefs to 
attaint, our fole fecurity for all that we poflefs. 
This corrupt proceeding appeared to the houfe of 
commons, who are the natural guardians of the 
purity of parliament, and of the purity of every 
branch of judicature, a moft reprehenfible and 
dangerous practice, tending to make the very 
foundation of the authority of the houfe of peers ; 
and they branded it as fuch by their refolution. 

The houfe had not fuificient evidence to enable 
them legally to puniih this practice, but they had 
enough to caution them againft all confidence in 
the authors and abettors of it. They performed 
their duty in humbly advifing his majefty againft 
the employment of fuch minifters; but his ma 
jefty was advifed to keep thofe minifters, and to 
dhTolve that parliament. The houfe, aware of the 
importance and urgency of its duty with regard 
to the Britifh interefts in India, which were and 
are in the utmoft diforder, and in the utmoft peril, 
moft humbly requefted his majefty not to diilblve 
the parliament during the courfe of their very 
critical proceedings on that fubject. His majefty s 
gracious condefcenfion to that requeft was con 
veyed in the royal faith, pledged to a houfe 
of parliament, and folemnly delivered from the 
throne. It was but a very few days after a com 
mittee had been, with the confent and concur 
rence 
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rence of the chancellor of the exchequer, appointed 
for an inquiry into certain accounts delivered to 
the houfe by the court of directors, and then ac 
tually engaged in that inquiry, that the minifters, 
regardlefs of the affurance given from the crown 
to a houfe of commons, did diffolve that parlia 
ment. We moft humbly fubmit to his majefty s 
confideration the confequences of this their breach 
of publick faith. 

Whilft the members of the houfe of commons, 
under that fecurity, were engaged in his majefty s 
and the national bufinefs, endeavours were induf- 
trioufly ufed to calumniate thofe whom it was 
found impracticable to corrupt. The reputation 
of the members, and the reputation of the houfe 
itfelf, was undermined in every part of the king 
dom. 

In the fpeech from the throne relative to India, 
we are cautioned by the minifters, " not to lofe 
4 fight of the effect any meafure may have on the 
" conftitution of our country." We are appre- 
henfive that a calumnious report fpread abroad of 
an attack upon his majefty s prerogative by the 
late houfe of commons, may have made an impref- 
fion on his royal mind, and have given occafion 
to this unufual admonition to the prefent. This 
attack is charged to have been made in the late 
parliament, by a bill which paffed the houfe of 
commons in the late feflion of that parliament, 

for 
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for the regulation of the affairs, for the preferva- 
tion of the commerce, and for the amendment of 
the government of this nation, in the Eaft Indies. 

That his majefty and his people may have an 
opportunity of entering into the ground of this 
injurious charge, we beg leave humbly to acquaint 
his majefty, that, far from having made any in 
fringement whatfoever on any part of his royal 
prerogative, that bill did, for a limited time, give 
to his majefty certain powers never before pof- 
feffed by the crown; and for this his prefent mi- 
nifters (who, rather than fall fhort in the number 
of their calumnies, employ fome that are contradic 
tory) have llandered this houfe, as aiming at the 
extenlion of an unconftitutional influence in his 
majefty s crown. This pretended attempt to in- 
creafe the influence of the crown, they were weak 
enough to endeavour to perfuade his majefty s 
people was amongft the caufes which excited his 
majefty s refentment againft his late minifters. 

Further, to remove the impreffions of this ca 
lumny concerning an attempt in the houfe of com 
mons againft his prerogative, it is proper to in 
form his majefty, that the territorial pofleflions in 
the, Eaft Indies never have been declared, by any 
publick judgment, act, or inftrument, or any re- 
folution of parliament whatfoever, to be thefubject 
matter of his majefty s prerogative; nor have they 
ever been underftood as belonging to his ordinary 

adminift ration, 
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adminiftration, or to be annexed or united to his 
crown ; but that they are acquifitions of a new and 
peculiar defcription,* unknown to the ancient 
executive conftitution of this country. 

From time to time, therefore, parliament pro 
vided for their government according to its dif- 
cretion, and to its opinion of what was required 

* The territorial poffeffions in the Eaft Indies were acquired 
to the company, in virtue of grants from the Great Mogul, in 
the nature of offices and jurifdiclions, to be held under him, and 
dependent upon ^/rcrown ; with the exprefs condition of being 
obedient to orders from his court, and of paying an annual tri 
bute to his treafury. It is true, that no obedience is yielded to 
thefe orders; and for fome time pad there has been no payment 
made of this tribute. But it is under a grant, fo conditioned, 
that they ftill hold. To fubjeft the king of Great Britain as 
tributary to a foreign power, by the acts of his fubjects to 
fuppofethe grant valid, and yet the condition void to fuppofe 
it good for the king, and inefficient for the company to fup 
pofe it an intereft divifible between the parties ; thefe are fome 
few of the many legal difficulties to be furmounted, before the 
common law of England can acknowledge the Eaft India com 
pany s Afiatick affairs to be afubject matter of prerogative, fo as 
to bring it within the verge of Englifli jurifprudence. It is a 
very anomalous fpecies of power and property which is held 
by the Eaft India company. Our Englifli prerogative law does 
not furnifh principles, much Icfs precedents, by which it can be 
defined or adjufted. Nothing but the eminent dominion of par 
liament over every Britifh fubjeftin every concern, and in every 
circumftance in which he is placed, can adjuft this new intri 
cate matter. Parliament may acl wifely or unwifely, juftly or 
unjuftty; but parliament alone is competent to it. 

VOL. IV. M by 
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by the publick neceflities. We do not know that 
his majefty was entitled, by prerogative, to exer- 
cife any act of authority whatfoever in the com 
pany s affairs, or that in effect, fuch authority has 
ever been exercifed. His majefty s patronage was 
not taken away by that bill ; bccaufe it is notorious 
that his majefty never originally had the appoint 
ment of a fingle officer, civil or military, in the 
company s eftablimment in India; nor has the lead 
degree of patronage ever been acquired to the 
crown in any other manner or meafure, than as 
the power was thought expedient to be granted by 
act of parliament; that is, by the very fame autho 
rity by which the offices were difpofed of and 
regulated in the bill, which his majefty s fervants 
have falfely and injurioufly reprefented as infring 
ing upon the prerogative of the crown. 

Before the year 1773 the whole adminiftration 
of India, and the whole patronage to office there, 
was in the hands of the Eaft India company. The 
Eaft India company is not a branch of his majefty s 
prerogative adminiftration, nor does that bodycx- 
ercife any fpecies of authority under it, nor indeed 
from any Britiih title, that does not derive all its 
legal validity from acts of parliament. 

When a claim was aflerted to the India territo 
rial pofieffions in the occupation of -the company, 
thefe poiTeiTions were not claimed as parcel of his 
majefty s patrimonial eftate, or as a fruit of the 

ancient 
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ancient inheritance of his crown. They were 
claimed for the publick. And when agreements 
were made with the Eaft India company concern 
ing any compofition for the holding, or any parti 
cipation of the profits of thofe territories, the 
agreement was made with the publick, and the 
preambles of the feveral acts have uniformly fo 
ftated it. Thefe agreements were not made (even 
nominally) with his majefty, but with parliament; 
and the bills making and eftablifhing fuch agree 
ments always originated in this houfe, which ap 
propriated the money to await the difpofition of 
parliament, without the ceremony of previous 
confent from the crown even fo much as fuggefted 
by any of his miniilers; which previous confent is 
an obfervance of decorum, not indeed of flrict 
right, but generally paid when a new appropria 
tion takes place in any part of his majefty s prero 
gative revenues. 

In purfuance of a right thus uniformly recog- 
nifed, and uniformly acted on, when parliament 
undertook the reformation of the Eaft India com 
pany in 1773, a commiffion was appointed as the 
commiflion in the late bill was appointed ; and it 
was made to continue for a term of years, as the 
commirTion in the late bill was to continue; all 
the commiflloners were named in parliament, as 
in the late bill they were named. As they re 
ceived, fo they held their offices, wholly indepen- 

M 2 dent 
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dent of the crown ; they held them for a fixed 
term ; they were not removeable by an addrefs of 
either houfe, or even of both houfes of parlia 
ment, a precaution obferved in the late bill, rela 
tive to the commiffioners propofed therein ; nor 
were they bound by the ftrict rules of proceeding 
which regulated and reftrained the late commif 
fioners againft all poflible abufe of a power which 
could not fail of being diligently and zealoufly 
watched by the minifters of the crown, and the 
proprietors of the flock, as well as by parliament. 
Their proceedings were, in that bill, directed to be 
of fuch a nature as eafily to fubjecl: them to the 
ftricteft revifion of both, in cafe of any malver- 
fation. 

In the year 1780, an act of parliament again 
made provifion for the government of thofe ter 
ritories for another four years, without any fort 
of reference to prerogative ; nor was the leaft ob 
jection taken at the fecond, more than at the firft 
of thofe periods, as if an infringement had been 
made upon the rights of the crown; yet his ma- 
jetty s minifters have thought fit to reprefent the 
late commhlion as an entire innovation on the 
conftitution, and the fetting up a new order and 
eftate in the nation, tending to the fubverfion of 
the monarchy itfelf. 

If the government of the Eaft Indies, other 
than by his majefty s prerogative, be, in effect, a 

fourth 
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fourth order in the common-wealth, this order has 
long exifted; becaufe the Eaft India company has 
for many years enjoyed it in the fulleft extent, and 
does at this day enjoy the whole adminiftration of 
thofe provinces, and the patronage to offices 
throughout that great empire, except as it is con- 
troled by act of parliament. 

It was the ill-condition, and ill-adminiftration of 
the company s affairs, which induced this houfe 
(merely as a temporary eftablimment) to veft the 
fame powers which the company did before pof- 
fefs, (and no other) for a limited time, and under 
very ftrict directions, in proper hands, until they 
could be reftored, or further provifion made con 
cerning them. It was therefore no creation what 
ever of a new power, but the removal of an old 
power, long fince created, and then exifting, from 
the management of thofe perfons who had ma- 
nifeftly and dangeroufly abufed their truft. This 
houfe, which well knows the parliamentary origin 
of all the company s powers and privileges, and is 
not ignorant or negligent of the authority which 
may veft thofe powers and privileges in others, if 
juftice and the publick fafety fo require, is con- 
fcious to itfelf, that it no more creates a new order 
in the ftate, by making occafional truftees for the 
direction of the company, than it originally did in 
giving a much more permanent truft to the direc 
tors, or to the general court of that body. The mo- 

M 3 nopoly 
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nopoly of the Eaft India company was a deroga 
tion from the general freedom of trade belonging 
to his mijefty s people. The powers of govern 
ment, and of peace and war, are parts of preroga 
tive of the higheft order. Of our competence to 
reftrain the rights of all his fubjecls by act of par 
liament, and to veft thofe high and eminent pre 
rogatives even in a particular company of mer 
chants, there has been no queftion. We beg leave 
moft humbly to claim as our right, and as a right 
which this houfe has always ufed, to frame fuch 
bills, for the regulation of that commerce, and of 
the territories held by the Eaft India company, 
and every thing relating to them, as to our difcre- 
tion mall feem fit : and we aflert and maintain, 
that therein we follow, and do not innovate on 
the conftitution. 

That his majefty s minifters, mifled by their 
ambition, have endeavoured, if poffible, to form a 
faction in the country againft the popular part 
of the conftitution; and have therefore thought 
proper to add to their flanderous accufation 
againft a houfe of parliament, relative to his ma- 
jcfty s prerogative, another of a different nature, 
calculated for the purpofe of raifing fears and jea- 
loufies among the corporate bodies of the king 
dom, and of perfuading uninformed perfons be 
longing to thofe corporations to look to, and to 
make addrefles to them as protectors of their 

rights, 
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rights, under their feveral charters, from the de- 
figns which they, without any ground, charged 
the then houfe of commons to have formed 
againft charters in general. For this purpofe they 
have not fcrupled to affert, that the exertion of 
his majefty s prerogative in the late precipitate 
change in his adminiflration, and the difiblution 
of the late parliament, were meafures adopted in 
order to refcue the people and their rights out of 
the hands of the houfe of commons, their repre- 
fentatives. 

We truft that his majefty s fubjefts are not yet 
fo far deluded as to believe that the charters, or 
that any other of their local or general privileges 
can have a folid fecurity in any place but where 
that fecurity has always been looked for, and al 
ways found, in the houfe of commons. Miferable 
and precarious indeed would be the ftate of their 
franchifes, if they were to find no defence but 
from that quarter from whence they have always 
been attacked.* But the late houfe of commons 

in 

* The attempt upon charters and the privileges of the corpo 
rate bodies of the kingdom in the reigns of Charles the Second, 
and James the Second, was made by the crown. It was car* 
ried on by the ordinary courfeof law, in courts inftitittcd for the 
fecurity of the property and franchifes of the people. This at 
tempt made by the crown, was attended with complete fucccfs. 
The corporate rights of the city of London, and of all the 
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in paillng that bill, made no attack upon any 
powers or privileges, except fuch as a houfe of 

commons 

companies it contains, were by folemn judgment of law de 
clared forfeited, and all their franchifes, privileges, properties 
and eftates, were of courfe feized into the hands of the crovn. 
The injury was from the crown; the redrefswasby parliament. 
A bill was brought into the boy ft of commons t by which the judg 
ment againft the city of London, and againft the companies, 
was reverled ; and this bill pafled the houfe of lords without 
any complaint of trefpafs on their jurifdidlion, although the 
bill was for a reverfal of a judgment in law. By this act, which 
is in the fecond of William and Mary, chap. 8, the queftion of 
forfeiture of that charter is for ever taken out of the power of 
any court of law. No cognifance can be taken of it except in 
parliament. 

Although the aft above-mentioned has declared the judgment 
againft the corporation of London to be illegal ; yet Blackltone 
makes no fcruple of aflerting, that " perhaps in ftriftnefs of 
" law, the proceedings in moft of them [the Quo Warranto 
" caufes] were fufficiently regular," leaving it in doubt, whe 
ther this regularity did not apply to the corporation of London, 
as well as to any of the reft ; and he feems to blame the pro 
ceeding (as moll blamable it was) not fo much on account of 
illegality, as for the crown s having employed a legal proceed 
ing for political purpofes. He calls it " an exertion of an afi of 
law for the purpofes of the ftate." 

The fame fecurity which was given to the city of London, 
would have been extended to all the corporations, if the houfe 
of commons could have prevailed. But the bill for that pur- 
pofe pafled but by a majority of one in the lords ; and it was 
entirely loft by a prorogation, which is the ac~t of the crown. 
Small, indeed, was the fecurity which the corporation of Lon 
don 
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commons has frequently attacked, and will attack 
(and they truft, in the end, with their wonted fuc- 

cefs) 

don enjoyed, before the act of William and Mary, and which 
all the other corporations fecured by no ftatute, enjoy at this 
hour, if ftrict law was emptoyed againft them. The ufe of 
ftricl law has always been rendered very delicate by the fame 
means, by which the altnoft unmeafured legal powers reliding 
(and in many inftances dangeroufly reliding) in the crown, are 
kept within due bounds; I mean, that ftrong fuperintending 
power in the houfe of commons, which inconiiderate people 
have been prevailed on to condemn as trenching on prerogative. 
Strict law is by no means fuch a friend to the rights of the fub 
ject, as they have been taught to believe. They who have been 
mod converfant in this kind of learning, will be moft fenfible of 
the danger of fubmitting corporate rights of high political im 
portance to thefe fubordinate tribunals. The general heads of 
law on that fubject are vulgar and trivial. On them there is not 
much queftion. But it is far from eafy to determine what fpe- 
cial acts, or what fpecial neglect of action, {hall fubject corpo 
rations to a forfeiture. There is fo much laxity in this doctrine, 
that great room is left for favourer prejudice, which might give 
to the crown an entire dominion over thofe corporations. On 
the other hand, it is undoubtedly true, that every (ubordinate 
corporate right ought to be fubject to control; to fuperiour di 
rection; and even to forfeiture upon juft caufe. In this reafon 
and law agree. In every judgment given on a corporate right 
of great political importance, the policy and prudence make no 
frnall part of the queftion. To thefe confiderations a court of 
law is not competent ; and indeed an attempt at the leafl inter 
mixture of fuch ideas with the matter of law, could have no 
other effect, than wholly to corrupt the judicial character of the 
court, in which fuch a caufe fhuuld come to be tried. It is be- 

fides 
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cefs) that is, upon thofe which are corruptly and 
opprefiively adminifteredj and this houfe do faith 
fully 

fides to be remarked, that if in virtue of a legal procefsa forfei 
ture mould he adjudged, the court of law has no power to mo 
dify or mitigate. The whole franchife is annihilated, and the 
corporate property goes into the hands of the crown. They 
who hold the new doctrines concerning the power of the houfe 
of commons, ought well to confider in fuch a cafe by what 
means the corporate rights could be revived, or the property 
could be recovered out of the hands of the crown. But par 
liament can do, what the courts neither can do nor ought to at 
tempt. Parliament is competent to give due weight to all po 
litical confederations. It may modify ; it may mitigate ; and it 
may render perfectly fecure, all that it does not think fit to take 
away. It is not likely that parliament will ever draw to itfelf 
the cognifance of queftions concerning ordinary corporations, 
farther than to protect them in cafe attempts are made to induce 
a forfeiture of their franchifes. 

The cafe of the Eaft India company is different even from that 
of the greateft of thefe corporations. No monopoly of trade, 
beyond their own limits, is verted in the corporate body of any 
town or city in the kingdom. Even within thefe limits the mo 
nopoly is not general. The company has the monopoly of the 
trade of half the world. The firfl corporation of the kingdom, 
has for the objecl of its jurifdiftion only a few matters of fub- 
ordinate police. The Eaft India company governs an empire 
through all its concerns, and all its departments, from the loweft 
office of ceconomy to the highett councils of ftate, an empire to 
which Great Britain is in comparifon but a refpectable province. 
To leave thefe concerns without fuperiour cognifance would be 
madnefs; to leave them to be judged in the courts below on the 
principles of a confined jurifprudence, would be folly. It is well 

if 
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fully allure his majefty, that we will correct, and, 
if necefiary for the purpofe, as far as in us lies, will 
wholly deftroy every fpecies of power and autho 
rity exercifed by Britiih fubjects to the oppreffion, 
wrong, and detriment of the people, and to the 
impoverifhment and defolation of the countries 
fubjecl: to it. 

The propagators of the calumnies againft that 
houfe of parliament have been indefatigable in ex 
aggerating the fuppofed injury done to the Eaft 
India company by the fufpenfion of the authori 
ties which they have, in every inftance, abufed; 

if the whole legiflutive power is competent to the correction of 
abufes, which are commenfurate to the hnmenfity of the object 
they affect. The idea of an abfolute power has indeed its ter- 
rours; but that objection lies to every parliamentary proceeding; 
and as no other can regulate the abufes of fuch a charter, it is 
fitteft that fovereign authority fhould be exercifed, where it is 
moft likely to be attended with the moft effectual correctives. 
Thefe correctives are furnifhed by the nature and courfe of par 
liamentary proceedings, and by the infinitely diverfified charac 
ters who compofe the two houfes. In effect and virtually they 
form a vafl number, variety, and fucceffion of judges and jurors. 
The fulnels, the freedom, and publicity of difcuffion, leaves it 
eafy to diitinguifh what are acts of power, and what the deter 
minations of equity and reafon. There prejudice corrects pre 
judice, and the different afperities of party zeal mitigate and neu- 
tralife each other. So far from violence being the general cha- 
ract^riflick of the proceedings of parliament, whatever the be 
ginnings of any parliamentary procefs may be, its general fault 
in the end is, that it is found incomplete and ineffectual. 

as 
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as if power had been wrefted, by wrong and vio 
lence, from juft and prudent hands; but they 
have, with equal care, concealed the weighty 
grounds and reafons on which that houfe had 
adopted the moft moderate of all poilible expe 
dients for refcuing the natives of India from op- 
preflion, and for faving the intereft of the real and 
honeft proprietors of their ftock, as well as that 
great national, commercial concern, from immi 
nent ruin. 

The minifters aforefaid have alfo caufed it to be 
reported, that the houfe of commons have confif- 
cated the property of the Eaft India company. It 
is the reverfe of truth. The whole management 
was a truft for the proprietors, under their own 
infpection (and it was fo provided for in the bill) 
and under the infpeclion of parliament. That bill, 
fo far from coniifcating the company s property, 
was the only one which, for feveral years paft, did 
not, in fome fhape or other, affect their property, 
or reftrain them in the difpolition of it. 

It is proper that his majefty and all his people 
mould be informed, that the houfe of commons 
have proceeded, with regard to the Eaft India 
company, with a degree of care, circumfpeclion, 
and deliberation, which has not been equalled in 
the hiftory of parliamentary proceedings. For 
fixteen years the ftate and condition of that body 
Las never been wholly out of their view : in the 

year 
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year 1767 the houfe took thofe objects into con- 
fideration, in a committee of the whole houfe: 
the bufmefs was purfued in the following year : 
in the year 1772, two committees were appointed 
for the fame purpofe, which examined into their 
affairs with much diligence, and made very ample 
reports: in the year 1773, the proceedings v/ere 
carried to an act of parliament, which proved in 
effectual to its purpofe ; the oppreflions and abufes 
in India have fmce rather increafed than diminifh- 
ed, on account of the greatnefs of the temptations 
and convenience of the opportunities, which got 
the better of the legiilative provifions calculated 
againft ill practices, then in their beginnings: info- 
much that, in 1781, two committees were again 
inftituted, who have made feventeen reports. It 
was upon the moft minute, exact, and laborious 
collection and difcufllon of facts, that the late 
houfe of commons proceeded in the reform which 
they attempted in the adminiftration of India, but 
which has been fruftrated by ways and means the 
moil difhonourable to his majefty s government, 
and the moft pernicious to the conftitution of this 
kingdom. His majefty was fo fenfible of the dif- 
orders in the company s adminiftration, that the 
confideration of that fubject was no lefs than fix 
times recommended to this houfe in fpeeches from 
the throne. 

The refult of the parliamentary inquiries has 

been, 



174 MOTION RELATIVE TO THE 

been, that the Eaft India company was found to 
tally corrupted, and totally perverted from the 
purpofes of its inftitution, whether political or 
commercial; that the powers of war and peace 
given by the charter had been abufed, by kindling 
hoftilities in every quarter for the purpofes of ra 
pine ; that almoft all the treaties of peace they have 
made, have only given caufe to fo many breaches 
of publick faith ; that countries once the moft flou- 
rifhing are reduced to a ftate of indigence, de 
cay, and depopulation, to the diminution of our 
ftrength, and to the infinite difhonour of our na 
tional character; that the laws of this kingdom 
are notorioufly, and almoft in every inftance, de- 
fpifed; that the fervants of the company, by the 
purchafe of qualifications to vote in the general 
court, and, at length, by getting the company it- 
felf deeply in their debt, have obtained the entire 
and abfolute maftery in the body, by which they 
ought to have been ruled and coerced. Thus 
their malverfations in office are fupported inftead 
of being checked by the company. The whole of 
the affairs of that body are reduced to a moft pe 
rilous fituation; and many millions of innocent 
and deferving men, who are under the protection 
of this nation, and who ought to be protected by 
it, are opprefTed by a moft defpotick and rapacious 
tyranny. The company and their fervants have 
ftrengthened themfelves by this confederacy, have 

fet 
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fet at defiance the authority and admonitions of 
this houfe employed to reform them; and when 
this houfe had felected certain principal delin 
quents, whom they declared it the duty of the 
company to recall, the company held out its legal 
privileges againft all reformation; pofitively re- 
fufed to recall them ; and fupported thofe who 
had fallen under the juft cenfure of this houfe, 
with new and ftronger marks of countenance and 
approbation. 

The late houfe difcovering the reverfed fitua- 
tion of the company, by which the nominal fer- 
vants are really the matters, and the offenders are 
become their own judges, thought fit to examine 
into the ftate of their commerce; and they have 
alfo difcovered that their commercial affairs are in 
the greateft diforder, that their debts have accu 
mulated beyond any prefent or obvious future 
means of payment, at leaft under the actual admi- 
niftration of their affairs; that this condition of 
the Eaft India company has begun to affect the 
linking fund itfelf, on which the publick credit of 
the kingdom refts, a million and upwards being 
due to the cuftoms, which that houfe of commons, 
whofe intentions towards the company have been 
fo grofsly mifreprefented, were indulgent enough 
to refpite. And thus, inftead of confifcating their 
property, the company received without intereft 
(which in fuch a cafe had been before charged) 

the 
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the ufe of a very large fum of the publick money. 
The revenues are under the peculiar care of this 
houfe, not only as the revenues originate from us, 
but as, on every failure of the funds fet apart for 
fupport of the national credit, or to provide for 
the national ftrength and fafety, the tafk of fup- 
plying every deficiency falls upon his majefty s 
faithful commons, this houfe muft, in effect, tax 
the people. The houfe therefore, at every mo 
ment, incurs the hazard of becoming obnoxious 
to its conftituents. 

The enemies of the late houfe of commons re- 
folved, if poffible, to bring on that event. They 
therefore endeavoured to mifreprefent the provi 
dent means adopted by the houfe of commons for 
keeping off this invidious neceflity, as an attack 
on the rights of the Eail India company; for they 
well knew that on the one hand if, for want of 
proper regulation and relief, the company mould 
become infolvent, or even Hop payment, the na 
tional credit and commerce would fuftain an heavy 
blow; and that calamity would be juftly imputed 
to parliament, which after fuch long inquiries, 
and fuch frequent admonitions from his majefty, 
had neglected fo effential and fo urgent an article 
of their duty: on the other hand they knew, that, 
wholly corrupted as the company is, nothing ef- 
fedhial could be done to preferve that intereft from 
ruin, without taking for a time the national ob 
jects 
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jects of their trufts out of their hands ; and then a 
cry would be induftrioufly raifed againft the houfe 
of commons, as depriving Britifh fubjecls of their 
legal privileges. The reftraint, being plain and 
fimple, muft be eafily underftood by thofe who 
would be brought with great difficulty, to com 
prehend the intricate detail of matters of fact, 
which render this fufpenlion of the adminiftration 
of India abfolutely neceflary on motives of juftice, 
of policy, of publick honour, and publick fafety. 

The houfe of commons had not been able to de- 
vife a method, by which the redrefs of grievances 
could be effected through the authors of thofe 
grievances ; nor could they imagine how corrup 
tions could be purified by the corrupters and the 
corrupted; nor do we conceive, how any refor 
mation can proceed from the known abettors and 
fupporters of the perfons who have been guilty of 
the mifdemeanors which parliament has repro 
bated, and who for their own ill purpofes have 
given countenance to a falfe and delufive ftate of 
the company s affairs, fabricated to miflead parlia 
ment, and to impofe upon the nation.* 

Your 

* The purpofeofthe mi freprcfentation being now completely 
anfwered, there is no doubt but the committee in this parlia 
ment, appointed by the minifters themfelves, will juftify the 
grounds upon which the laft parliament proceeded; and will lay 
open to the world, the dreadful ftate of the company s affairs, 

VOL. IV. N and 
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Your commons feel, with a juft refentment, the 
inadequate eftimate which your minifters have 
formed of the importance of this great concern. 
They call on us to act upon the principles of thofe 
who have not inquired into the fubject; and to 
condemn thofe who, with the moft laudable dili 
gence, have examined and fcrutinized every part 
of it. The deliberations of parliament have been 
broken; the feafon of the year is unfavourable; 
many of us are new members, who muft be wholly 
unacquainted with the fubject, which lies remote 
from the ordinary courfe of general informa 
tion. 

We are cautioned againft an infringement of 
the conftitution ; and it is iinpoffible to know, 
what the fecret adviiers of the crown, who have 
driven out the late minifters for their conduct in 
parliament, and have diffolved the late parliament 
for a pretended attack upon prerogative, will con- 
lider as fuch an infringement. We are not fur- 
nifhed with a rule, the obfervancc of which can 
make us fafe from the refentment of the crown, 
even by an implicit obedience to the dictates of 
the minifters who have advifed that fpeech: we 

and the groflhefs of their own calumnies upon this head. By 
delay the new afTembly is come into the difgraceful iituation of 
allowing a dividend of eight per cent, by act of parliament, 
without the leaft matter before them to juttify the granting of 
any dividend at all. 

know 
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know not how foon thofe minifters may be dif- 
avowed; and how foon the members of thishoufe, 
for our very agreement with them, may be con- 
lidered as objects of his majefty s difpleafure. 
Until by his majefty s goodnefs and wifdom the 
late example is completely done away, we are not 
free. 

We are well aware, in providing for the affairs 
of the eaft, with what an adult flrength of abufe, 
and of wealth and influence growing out of that 
abufe, his majefty s commons had, in the laft par 
liament, and we ftill have, to ftruggle. We are 
fenfible that the influence of that wealth, in a 
much larger degree and meafure than at any for 
mer period, may have penetrated into the very 
quarter from whence alone any real reformation 
can be expected.* 

If, 

* This will be evident to thofe who confider the number and 
defcription of directors and fervants of the Eaft India company, 
chofen into the prefcnt parliament. The light in which the pre- 
fent minifters hold the labours of the houfe of commons, in 
fearching into thediforders in the Indian administration, and all 
its endeavours for the reformation of the government there, with 
out any diftinction of times, or of the perfons concerned, will 
appear from the following extract from a fpeech of the prefent 
lord chancellor. After making a high-flown panegyrick on 
thofe whom the houfe of commons had condemned by their re- 
folutions, he faid " Let us not be mifled by reports from com 
mittees of another houfe, to which, I again repeat, I pay as muck 
&lt;i?t&gt;.ntion, as I vould do tn the kijlory of Robinfun Cru/oc. Let the 

N z conduct 
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If, therefore, in the arduous affairs recommend 
ed to us, our proceedings fhould be ill adapted, 
feeble and ineffectual; if no delinquency fhould 
be prevented, and no delinquent fhould be called 
to account; if every perfon fliould be careffed, 
promoted, and raifed in power, in proportion to 
the enormity of his offences; if no relief fliould 
be given to any of the natives unjuftly difpoffeffed 
of their rights, jurifdictions, and properties; if no 
cruel andunjuft exactions fhall be forborne; if the 
fource of no peculation, or oppreflive gain fhould 
be cut off; if, by the omiffion of the opportuni 
ties that were in our hands, our Indian empire 
fhould fall into ruin irretrievable, and in its fall 
crufli the credit, and overwhelm the revenues of 
this country, we ftand acquitted to our honour, 
and to our confidence, who have reluctantly feen 
the weightiefl interefts of our country, at times 
the moft critical to its dignity and fafety, rendered 
the fport of the inconfiderate and unmeafured a.m- 

condaft of the Eull fnclia company be fairly and fully inquired 
into; let it be acquitted or condemned by evidence brought to 
the bar of the houle. Without entering very deep into the fub- 
jet, let me reply in a few words to an obfeivation which fell 
from a noble and learned lord, that the company s finances are 
diftreifed, and that they owe at this moment, a million fterling, 
to the nation. When i uch a charge is brought, will parliament 
in its juftice forget, that the company is reftricted from em 
ploying that credit, which Its great and floiirijkir,g Jituation gives 



to it?" 



bition 
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bition of individuals, and by that means the wif- 
dom of his majefty s government degraded in the 
publick eftimation, and the policy and character of 
this renowned nation rendered contemptible in 
the eyes of all Europe. 

It pafled in the negative. 
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THAT the leaft informed reader of this fpeech 
may be enabled to enter fully into the fpirit 
of the tranfaclion on occafion of which it was de 
livered, it may be proper to acquaint him, that 
among the princes dependent on this nation in the 
fouthern part of India, the moft confiderable at 
prefent is commonly known by the title of the 
Nabob of Arcot. 

This prince owed the eftabliftiment of his go 
vernment, againft the claims of his elder brother, 
as well as thofe of other competitors, to the arms 
and influence of the Britifli Eaft India company. 
Being thus eflablifhed in a confiderable part of the 
dominions he now pofiefles, he began, about the 
year 1765, to form, at the inftigation (as he aflerts) 
of the fervants of the Eaft India company, a va 
riety of defigns for the further extenfion of his 
territories. Some years after, he carried his views 
to certain objects of interiour arrangement, of a 
very pernicious nature. None of thefe defigns 
could be compafied without the aid of the com 
pany s arms; nor could thofe arms be employed 
confiftently with an obedience to the company s 
orders. He was therefore advifcd to form a more 

fecret, 
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fecret, but an equally powerful intereft among the 
fervants of that company, and among others both 
at home and abroad. By engaging them in his 
interefts, the ufe of the company s power might 
be obtained without their oftenfible authority; 
the power might even be employed in defiance of 
the authority ; if the cafe fhould require, as in 
truth it often did require, a proceeding of that 
degree of boldnefs. 

The company had put him into poffeffion of fe- 
veral great cities and magnificent caftles. The 
good order of his affairs, his fenfe of perfonal dig 
nity, his ideas of oriental fplendour, and the habits 
of an Afiatick life (to which, being a native of 
India, and a Mahometan, he had from his infancy 
been inured) would naturally have led him to fix 
the feat of his government within his own domi 
nions. Inftead of this, he totally fequeftered him- 
lelf from his country; and, abandoning all appear 
ance of ftate, he took up his refidence in an ordi 
nary houfe, which he purchafed in the fuburbs of 
the company s factory at Madras. In that place he 
has lived, without removing one day from thence, 
for feveral years pad. He has there continued a 
conftant cabal with the company s fervants, from 
the higheft to the loweft ; creating, out of the ruins 
of the country, brilliant fortunes for thofe who 
will, and entirely deftroying thofe who will not, 
be fubfervient to his purpofcs. 

An 
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An opinion prevailed, ftrongly confirmed by 
feveral paflages in his own letters, as well as by a 
combination of circumftances forming a body of 
evidence which cannot be refitted, that very great 
fums have been by him diftributed, through a long 
courfe of years, to fome of the company s fervants. 
Befides thefe prefumed payments in ready money 
(of which, from the nature of the thing, the direct 
proof is very difficult) debts have at feveral pe 
riods been acknowledged to thofe gentlemen, to 
an immenfe amount j that is, to fome millions of 
fterling money. There is ftrong reafon to fufpecb, 
that the body of thefe debts is wholly fictitious, 
and was never created by money bonafide lent. 
But even on a fuppofition that this vaft fum was 
really advanced, it was impoffible that the very 
reality of fuch an aftonifhing tranfaction fliould 
not caufe fome degree of alarm, and incite to fome 
fort of inquiry. 

It was not at all feemly, at a moment when the 
company itfelf was fo diftreffed, as to require a fuf- 
penfion, by act of parliament, of the payment of 
bills drawn on them from India and alfo a direct 
tax upon every houfe in England, in order to fa- 
cilitate the vent of their goods, and to avoid in, 
flant infolvency at that very moment that their 
fervants mould appear in fo flourifhing a condi 
tion, as, befides ten millions of other demands on 
their mailers, to be entitled to claim a debt of three 

or 
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or four millions more from the territorial revenue 
of one of their dependent princes. 

The oftenfible pecuniary transactions of the na 
bob of Arcot, with very private perfons, are fo 
enormous, that they evidently fet afide every pre 
tence of policy, which might induce a prudent 
government in fome inftances to wink at ordinary 
loofe practice in ill-managed departments. No 
caution could be too great in handling this mat 
ter; no fcrutiny too exaft. It was evidently the 
intereft, and as evidently at leaft in the power, of 
the creditors, by admitting fecret participation in 
this dark and undefined concern, to fpread cor 
ruption to the greateft and the moft alarming 
extent. 

Thefe fafts relative to the debts were fo noto 
rious, the opinion of their being a principal fource 
of the diforders of the Britifh government in India 
was fo undifputed and unirerfal, that there was. 
no party, no defcription of men in parliament, 
who did not think themfelves bound, if not in 
honour and confcience, at leaft in common de 
cency, to inftitute a vigorous inquiry into the 
very bottom of the buiinefs, before they admitted 
any part of that vaft and fufpicious charge to be 
laid upon an exhaufted country. Every plan con 
curred in directing fuch an inquiry; in order that 
whatever was difcovered to be corrupt, fraudu 
lent, or oppreflive, (hould lead to a due animad- 

verfion 
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verilon on the offenders ; and if any thing fair and 
equitable in its origin fliould be found (nobody 
fufpected that much, comparatively fpeaking, 
would be fo found) it might be provided for; in 
due fubordination, however, to the eafe of the 
fubjecl:, and the fervice of the ftate. 

Thefe were the alleged grounds for an inquiry, 
fettled in all the bills brought into parliament re 
lative to India, and there were I think no lefs than 
four of them. By the bill, commonly called Mr. 
Pitt s bill, the inquiry was fpecially, and by exprefs 
words, committed to the court of directors, with 
out any referve for the interference of any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It was ordered that 
they mould make the inquiry into the origin and 
juftice of thefe debts, as far as the materials in their 
pofieffion enabled them to proceed; and where 
they found thofe materials deficient, they mould 
order the prefidency of Fort St. George [Madras] 
to complete the inquiry. 

The court of directors applied themfelves to the 
execution of the truil repofed in them. They firft 
examined into the amount of the debt, which they 
computed, at compound intereft, to be 2,945,6007. 
fterling. Whether their mode of computation, 
either of the original fums, or the amount on 
compound intereft, was exact; that is, whether 
they took the intereft too high, or the fcveral ca 
pitals too low, is not material. On whatever 

principle 
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principle any of the calculations were made up, 
none of them found the debt to differ from the 
recital of the act, which afferted, that the fums 
claimed were " very large." The laft head of thefe 
debts the directors compute at 2,465,6807. fter- 
ling. Of the exiftence of this debt the directors 
heard nothing until 1776, and they fay, that, 
although they had repeatedly written to the na 
bob of Arcot, and to their fervants, refpecting 
the debt, yet they had never been able to trace the 
" origin thereof, or to obtain any fatisfaclory informa- 
" tion on thefubjefl" 

The court of directors, after itating the circum-r 
ftances under which the debts appeared to them 
to have been contracted, add as follows: " For 
" thefe reafons we mould have thought it our 
" duty to inquire very minutely into thofe debts, 
* c even if the act of parliament had been filent on 
* the fubject, before we concurred in any meafure 
&lt;c for their payment. But with the pofitive in- 
" junctions of the act before us, to examine into 
* c their nature and origin, we are indifpenfably 
* c bound to direct fuch an inquiry to be infti- 
" tuted." They then order the prefident and 
council of Madras to enter into a full examination, 
&c. &c. 

The directors having drawn up their order to 
the preiidency on thefe principles, communicated 
the draught of the general letter in which thofe 

orders 
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orders were contained, to the board of his ma- 
jefty s minifters, and other fervants lately confti- 
tuted by Mr. Pitt s Eaft India ad. Thefe minif 
ters, who had juft carried through parliament the 
bill ordering a fpecifick inquiry, immediately drew 
up another letter, on a principle directly oppofite 
to that, which was prefer ibed by the act of par 
liament, and followed by the directors. In thefe 
fecond orders, all idea of an inquiry into the juf- 
tice and origin of the pretended debts, particularly 
of the laft, the greateft, and the moft obnoxious 
to fufpicion, is abandoned. They are all admitted 
and eftablifhed without any inveftigation whatfo- 
everj except fome private conference with the 
agents of the claimants is to pafs for an inveftiga 
tion ; and a fund for their difcharge is afligned and 
fet apart out of the revenues of the Carnatick. 
To this arrangement in favour of their fervants, 
fervants fufpected of corruption, and convicted of 
difobedience, the directors of the Eaft India com 
pany were ordered to fet their hands, afTerting it 
to arife from their own conviction and opinion, in 
flat contradiction to their recorded fentiments, 
their ftrong remonftrance, and their declared fenfc 
of their duty, as well under their general truft and 
their oath as directors, as under the exprefs in 
junctions of an act of parliament. 

The principles upon which this fummary pro 
ceeding was adopted by the mlnifterial board, are 

ftated 



192 ADVERTISEMENT. 

ftated by themfelves in a number in the appendix 
to this fpeech. 

By another fection of the fame act, the fame 
court of directors were ordered to take into con- 
lideration and to decide on the indeterminate 
rights of the rajah of Tanjore and the nabob of 
Arcot; and in this, as in the former cafe, no power 
of appeal, revifion, or alteration was referved to 
any other. It was a jurifdiction, in a caufe be 
tween party and party, given to the court of di 
rectors fpecifically. It was known that the terri 
tories of the former of thefe princes had been 
twice invaded and pillaged, and the prince depofed 
and imprifoned, by the company s fervants, influ 
enced by the intrigues of the latter, and for the 
purpofe of paying his pretended debts. The com 
pany had, in the year 1775, ordered a reftoration 
of the rajah to his government, under certain con 
ditions. The rajah complained that his territories 
had not been completely reftored to him ; and that 
po part of his goods, money, revenues, or records^ 
imjuftly taken and withheld from him, were ever 
returned. The nabob, on the other hand, never 
ceafed to claim the country itfelf, and carried on 
a continued train of negotiation, that it fhould 
again be given up to him, in violation of the com 
pany s publick faith. 

The directors, in obedience to this part of the 
act, ordered an inquiry, and came to a determi 
nation 
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nation to reftore certain of his territories to the 
rajah. The minifters proceeding as in the former 
cafe, without hearing any party, refcinded the de- 
cifion of the directors, refufed the reftitution of 
the territory, and without regard to the condition 
of the country of Tanjour, which had been within 
a few years four times plundered (twice by the 
nabob of Arcot, and twice by enemies brought 
upon it folely by the politicks of the fame nabob, 
the declared enemy of that people) and without 
difcounting a milling for their fufFerings, they ac 
cumulate an arrear of about 400,000 pounds of 
pretended tribute to this enemy; and then they 
order the directors to put their hands to a new 
adjudication, directly contrary to a judgment in 
a judicial character and truft, folemnly given by 
them, and entered on their records. 

Thefe proceedings naturally called for fome in 
quiry. On the 28th of February, 1785, Mr. Fox 
made the following motion in the houfe of com 
mons, after moving that the claufes of the act 
mould be read " That the proper officer do lay 
" before this houfe copies and extracts of all let- 
" ters and orders of the court of directors of the 
c united Eaft-India company, in purfuance of the 
" injunctions contained in the 37th and 38th 
" claufes of the faid act;" and the queftion being 
put, it paffed in the negative by a very great ma 
jority. 

VOL. IV. O The 
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The laft fpeech in the debate was the following; 
which is given to the publick, not as being more 
worthy of its attention than others (fome of which 
were of confummate ability) but as entering more 
into the detail of the fubject. 
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THE times we live in, Mr. Speaker, have been 
diftinguimed by extraordinary events. Ha 
bituated, however, as we are, to uncommon com 
binations of men and of affairs, I believe nobody 
recollects any thing more furpriling than the fpec- 
tacle of this day. The right honourable gentle 
man,* whofe conduct is now in queftion, formerly 
flood forth in this houfe, the profecutor of the 
worthy baronet f who fpoke after him. He 
charged him with feveral grievous acts of malver- 
fation in office; with abufes of a publick truft of 
a great and heinous nature. In lefs than two 
years we fee the fituation of the parties reverfed ; 
and a fingular revolution puts the worthy baronet 
in a fair way of returning the profecution in a re 
criminatory bill of pains and penalties, grounded 
on a breach of publick truft, relative to the go 
vernment of the very fame part of India. If he 
mould undertake a bill of that kind, he will find 
no difficulty in conducting it with a degree of (kill 

* Right honourable Henry Uundas. 

t Sir Thomas RumboKl, late governour of Madras. 

O 2 and 
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and vigour fully equal to all that have been exerted 
againft him. 

But the change of relation between thcfe two 
gentlemen is not fo finking as the total difference 
of their deportment under the fame unhappy cir- 
cumftances. Whatever the merits of the worthy 
baronet s defence might have been, he did not 
flirink from the charge. He met it with manli- 
nefs of fpirit, and decency of behaviour. What 
would have been thought of him, if he had held 
the prefent language of his old accufer? When ar 
ticles were exhibited againft him by that right ho 
nourable gentleman, he did not think proper to 
tell the houfe that we ought to inftitute no in 
quiry, to infpecl no paper, to examine no witnefs. 
He did not tell us (what at that time he might 
have told us with fome fhew of reafon) that our 
concerns in India were matters of delicacy ; that 
to divulge any thing relative to them would be 
mifchievous to the ftate. He did not tell us, that 
thofe who would inquire into his proceedings 
were difpofed to difmember the empire. He had 
not the prefumption to fay, that for his part, hav 
ing obtained in his Indian prefidency, the ultimate 
object of his ambition, his honour was concerned 
in executing with integrity the trufl which had 
been legally committed to his charge : That others, 
not having been fo fortunate, could not be fo dif- 
intereftedj and therefore their accufations could 

fpring 
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fpring from no other fource than faction, and envy 
to his fortune. 

Had he been frontlefs enough to hold fuch vain, 
vapouring language in the face of a grave, a de 
tailed, a fpecified matter of accufation, whilft he 
violently refifted every thing which could bring 
the merits of his caufe to the teft; had he been 
wild enough to anticipate the abfurdities of this 
day; that is, had he inferred, as his late accufer 
has thought proper to do, that he could not have 
been guilty of malverfation in office, for this fole 
and curious reafon, that he had been in office; 
had he argued the impoffibility of his abufing his 
power on this fole principle, that he had power to 
abufe, he would have left but one impreffion on 
the mind of every man who heard him, and who 
believed him in his fenfes that in the utmoft ex 
tent he was guilty of the charge. 

But, Sir, leaving thefe two gentlemen to alter 
nate, as criminal and accufer, upon what principles 
they think expedient; it is for us to confider, 
whether the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 
treafurer of the navy, acting as a board of control, 
are juftified by law or policy, in fufpending the 
legal arrangements made by the court of direc 
tors in order to transfer the publick revenues to 
the private emolument of certain fervants of the 
Eaft-India company, without the inquiry into the 
origin and juftice of their claims, prefcribed by an 
act of parliament ? 

3 It 
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It is not contended, that the act of parliament 
did not exprefsly ordain an inquiry. It is not af- 
ferted that this inquiry was not, with equal pre- 
cilion of terms, fpecially committed under parti 
cular regulations to the court of directors. I 
conceive, therefore, the board of control had no 
right whatfoever to intermeddle in that bufmefs. 
There is nothing certain in the principles of juril- 
prudence, if this be not undeniably true, that 
when a fpecial authority is given to any perfons 
by name, to do fome particular act, that no others, 
by virtue of general powers, can obtain a legal 
title to intrude themfelves into that trufl, and to 
excrcife thofe fpecial functions in their place. I 
therefore confider the intermeddling of minifters 
in this affair as a downright ufurpation. But if 
the ftrained conftruction, by which they have 
forced themfelves into a fufpicious office (which 
every man, delicate with regard to character, 

* O 

would rather have fought constructions to avoid) 
were perfectly found and perfectly legal, of this 
I am certain, that they cannot be juftified in de 
clining the inquiry which had been prefcribed to 
the court of directors. If the board of control 
did lawfully poffefs the right of executing the fpe 
cial truft given to that court, they muft take it as 
they found it, fubject to the very fame regulations 
which bound the court of directors. It will be 
allowed that the court of directors had no autho 
rity to difpenfc with either the fubflance or the 

mode 
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mode of inquiry prefcribed by the act of parlia 
ment. If they had not, where, in the act, did the 
board of control acquire that capacity ? Indeed, it 
was impofiible they ihould acquire it. What muft 
we think of the fabrick and texture of an act of 
parliament which fhould find it neceflary to pre- 
fcribe a ftrict inquifition; that ihould defcend into 
minute regulations for the conduct of that inquifi 
tion ; that fhould commit this truft to a particular 
defcription of men, and in the very fame breath 
fliould enable another body, at their own pleafure, 
to fuperfede all the provifions the legiilature had 
made, and to defeat the whole purpofe, end, and 
object, of the law? This cannot be fuppofed even 
of an act of parliament conceived by the minifters 
themfelves, and brought forth during the delirium 
of the laft fefiion. 

My honourable friend has told you in the fpeech 
which introduced his motion, that fortunately this 
queftion is not a great deal involved in the laby 
rinths of Indian detail. Certainly not. But if it 
were, I beg leave to affure you, that there is no 
thing in the Indian detail which is more difficult 
than in the detail of any other bufinefs. I admit, 
becaufe I have fome experience of the fact, that for 
the interiour regulation of India, a minute know 
ledge of India is requifite. But on any fpecifick 
matter of delinquency in its government, you are 
as capable of judging, as if the fame thing were 

O 4 done 
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done at your door. Fraud, injuftice, oppreflion, 
peculation, engendered in India, are crimes of the 
fame blood, family, and caft, with thofe that are 
born and bred in England. To go no farther than 
the cafe before us: you are juft as competent to 
judge whether the fum of four millions fterling 
ought, or ought not, to be patted from the publick 
treafury into a private pocket, without any title 
except the claim of the parties, when the iffue of 
fact is laid in Madras, as when it is laid in Weft- 
minfter. Terms of art, indeed, are different in 
different places j but they are generally underftood 
in none. The technical ftyle of an Indian treafury 
is not one jot more remote than the jargon of our 
own exchequer, from the train of our ordinary 
ideas, or the idiom of our common language. 
The difference therefore in the two cafes is not in 
the comparative difficulty or facility of the two 
fubjects, but in our attention to the one, and our 
total neglect of the other. Had this attention and 
neglect been regulated by the value of the feveral 
objects, there would be nothing to complain of. 
But the reverfe of that fuppofition is true. The 
fcene of the Indian abufe is diftant indeed; but 
we muft not infer, that the value of our intereft 
in it is decreafed in proportion as it recedes from 
our view. In our politicks, as in our common 
conduct, we fhall be worfe than infants, if we do 
not put our fenfes under the tuition of our judg 
ment, 
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ment, and effectually cure ourfelves of that optical 
illulion which makes a briar at our nofe of greater 
magnitude, than an oak at five hundred yards 
diftance. 

I think I can trace all the calamities of this coun 
try to the fingle fource of our not having had 
fteadily before our eyes a general, comprehenfive, 
well-connected, and well-proportioned view of the 
whole of our dominions, and a juft fenfe of their 
true bearings and relations. After all its reduc 
tions, the Britifh empire is ilill vaft and various. 
After all the reductions of the houfe of commons, 
(ftripped as we are of our brightest ornaments, 
and of our moft important privileges) enough are 
yet left to furnilh us, if we pleafe, with means of 
mewing to the world, that we deferve the fuper- 
intendance of as large an empire as this kingdom 
ever held, and the continuance of as ample privi 
leges as the houfe of commons, in the plenitude of 
its power, had been habituated to aflert. But if 
we make ourfelves too little for the fphere of our 
duty; if, on the contrary, we do notftretch and 
expand our minds to the compafs of their object, 
be well aflured, that every thing about us will 
dwindle by degrees, until at length our concerns 
are fhrunk to the dimenfions of our minds. It is 
not a predilection to mean, fordid, home-bred 
cares, that will avert the confequences of a falfe 
eftimation of our intereft, or prevent the fhameful 

dilapidation 
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dilapidation into which a great empire muft fall, 
by mean reparations upon mighty ruins. 

I confefs I feel a degree of difguft, almoft lead 
ing to defpair, at the manner in which we arc 
acting in the great exigencies of our country. 
There is now a bill in this houfe, appointing a 
rigid inquifition into the minuteft detail of our 
offices at home. The collection of fixteen millions 
annually; a collection on which the publick great- 
nefs, fafety, and credit have their reliance j the 
whole order of criminal jurifprudence, which 
holds together fociety itfelf, have at no time 
obliged us to call forth fuch powers ; no, nor any 
thing like them. There is not a principle of the 
law and conftitution of this country that is not 
fubverted to favour the execution of that project.* 
And for what is all this apparatus of buftle and 
terrour? Is it becaufe any thing fubftantial is ex 
pected from it? No. The ftir and buftle itfelf is 
the end propofed. The eye-fervants of a fhort- 
fighted mafter will employ themfelves, not on 
what is moft effential to his affairs, but on what is 
neareft to his ken. Great difficulties have given 
a juft value to ceconomy ; and our minifter of the 
day muft be an ceconomift, whatever it may coft 
us. But where is he to exert his talents? At 
home to be fure ; for where elfe can he obtain a 
profitable credit for their exertion? It is nothing 

* Appendix, No. I. 

to 
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to him, whether the object on which he works 
under our eye be promiiing or not. If he does 
not obtain any publick benefit, he may make re 
gulations without end. Thofe are fure to pay in 
prefent expectation, whilft the effect is at a diftance, 
and may be the concern of other times, and other 
men. On thefe principles he choofes to fuppofe 
(for he does not pretend more than to fuppofe) a 
naked poilibility, that he mail draw fome refource 
out of crumbs dropped from the trenchers of pe 
nury ; that fomething iliall be laid in ftore from 
the mort allowance of revenue officers, overloaded 
with duty, and famimed for want of bread; by a 
reduction from officers who are at this very hour 
ready to batter the treafury with what breaks 
through ftone walls, for an increafe of their ap 
pointments. From the marrowlefs bones of thefe 
Ikeleton eftablifhments, by the ufe of every fort 
of cutting, and of every fort of fretting tool, he 
flatters himfelf that lie may chip and rafp an em 
pirical alimentary powder, to diet into fome limi- 
litude of health and fubitance the languifliing chi 
meras of fraudulent reformation. 

Whilft he is thus employed according to his po 
licy and to his tafte, he has not leifure to inquire 
into thofe abufes in India that are drawing off mo 
ney by millions from the treafures of this country, 
which are exhaufting the vital juices from mem 
bers of the ftate, where the publick inanition is far 

more 
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more forely felt than in the local exchequer of 
England. Not content with winking at thefe 
abufes, whilft he attempts to fqueeze the laborious 
ill-paid drudges of Englifti revenue, he lavifhes in 
one act of corrupt prodigality, upon thofe who 
never ferved the publick in any honeft occupation 
at all, an annual income equal to two thirds of the 
whole collection of the revenues of this kingdom. 
Actuated by the fame principle of choice, he 
has now on the anvil another fcheme, full of dif 
ficulty and defperate hazard, which totally alters 
the commercial relation of two kingdoms; and 
what end foever it mail have, may bequeath a le 
gacy of heart-burning and difcontent to one of the 
countries, perhaps to both, to be perpetuated to 
the lateft pofterity. This project is alfo undertaken 
on the hope of profit. It is provided, that out 
of fome (I know not what) remains of the Irifti 
hereditary revenue, a fund at fome time, and of 
fome fort, mould be applied to the protection of 
the Irifti trade. Here we are commanded again 
to talk our faith, and to perfuade ourfelves, that 
out of the furplus of deficiency, out of the favings 
of habitual and fyftematick prodigality, the mi- 
nifter of wonders will provide fupport for this na 
tion, linking under the mountainous load of two 
hundred and thirty millions of debt. But whilft 
we look with pain at his defperate and laborious 
trifling; whilft we are appreheniive that he will 

break 
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break his back in (looping to pick up chaff and 
ftraws, he recovers himfelf at an elaftick bound, 
and with a broad-caft fwing of his arm, he fquan- 
ders over his Indian field a fum far greater than 
the clear produce of the whole hereditary revenue 
of the kingdom of Ireland.* 

Strange as this fcheme of conduct in miniftry is, 
and inconfiftent with all juft policy, it is ftill true 
to itfelf, and faithful to its own perverted order. 
Thofe who are bountiful to crimes, will be rigid to 
merit, and penurious to fervice. Their penury is 
even held out as a blind and cover to their prodi 
gality. The ceconomy of injuftice is, to furnifli 
refources for the fund of corruption. Then they 
pay off their protection to great crimes and great 
criminals, by being inexorable to the paltry frail 
ties of little men ; and thefe modern flagellants are 
fure, with a rigid fidelity, to whip their own 
enormities on the vicarious back of every fmall 
offender. 

It is to draw your attention to oeconomy of 
quite another order; it is to animadvert on of 
fences of a far different defcription, that my ho- 

The whole of the net Irifti hereditary revenue is, on a me 
dium of the lafl feven years, about 3 30,000^. yearly. The re 
venues of all denominations fall fhort more than i $o,oool. 
yearly of the charges. On the prefent produce, if Mr. Pitt s 
1 cheme was to take place, he might gain from feven to ten 
thoufand pounds a year. 

nourablc 
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nourable friend has brought before you the motion 
of this day. It is to perpetuate the abufes which 
are fubverting the fabrick of your empire, that 
the motion is oppofed. It is therefore with reafon 
(and if he has power to carry himfelf through, I 
commend his prudence) that the right honourable 
gentleman makes hisftand at the very outfetj and 
boldly refufes all parliamentary information. Let 
him admit but one ftep towards inquiry, and he 
is undone, You muft be ignorant, or he cannot 
be fafe. But before his curtain is let down, and 
the {hades of eternal night lhall veil our eaftern 
dominions from our view, permit me, Sir, to avail 
myfelf of the means which were furnifhed in anx 
ious and inquifitive times, to demonftrate out of 
this fingle ac~l of the prefent minifter, what advan 
tages you are to derive from permitting the greateft 
concern of this nation to be feparated from the 
cognizance, and exempted even out of the com 
petence, of parliament. The greateft body of your 
revenue, your moft numerous armies, your moft 
important commerce, the richeft fources of your 
publick credit, (contrary to every idea of the 
known fettled policy of England) are on the point 
of being converted into a myftery of ftate. You 
are going to have one half of the globe hid even 
from the common liberal curioiity of an Englifh 
gentleman. Here a grand revolution commences. 
Mark the period, and mark the circumftances. In 

moft 
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moft of the capital changes that are recorded in 
the principles and fyftem of any government, a 
publick benefit of fome kind or other has been 
pretended. The revolution commenced in fome- 
thing plaufible; in fomething which carried the 
appearance at leaft of puniftiment of delinquency, 
or correction of abufe. But here, in the very mo 
ment of the converfion of a department of Britifti 
government into an Indian myflery, and in the 
very act in which the change commences, a cor 
rupt, private intereft is fet up in direct oppofition 
to the neceflities of the nation. A diverfion is 
made of millions of the publick money from the 
publick treafury to a private purfe. It is not into 
iecret negotiations for war, peace, or alliance, that 
the houfe of commons is forbidden to inquire. It 
is a matter of account ; it is a pecuniary tranfac- 
tion; it is the demand of a fufpected fteward upon 
ruined tenants and an embarrafled mailer, that 
the commons of Great Britain are commanded 
not to infpect. The whole tenour of the right 
honourable gentleman s argument is confonant to 
the nature of his policy. The fyftem of conceal 
ment is foftered by a fyftem of falfehood. Falfe 
facts, falfe colours, falfe names of perfons and 
tilings, are its whole fupport. 

Sir, I mean to follow the right honourable gen 
tleman over that field of deception, clearing what 
he has purpofely obfcured, and fairly ftating what 

it 



208 SPEECH ON THE 

it was neceffary for him to mifreprefent. For this 
purpofe, it is neceflary you mould know with 
fome degree of diftinclnefs, a little of the locality, 
the nature, the circumftances, the magnitude of 
the pretended debts on which this marvellous do 
nation is founded, as well as of the perfons from 
whom and by whom it is claimed. 

Madras, with its dependencies, is the fecond 
(but with a long interval, the fecond) member of 
the Britiih empire in the eaft. The trade of that 
city, and of the adjacent territory, was, not very 
long ago, among the moft flourifhing in Afia. But 
fmce the eftablifhment of the Britim power, it has 
wafted away under an uniform gradual decline; 
infomuch that in die year 1779 not one merchant 
of eminence was to be found in the whole coun 
try.* During this period of decay, about fix hun 
dred thoufand fterling pounds a year have been 
drawn off by Englifh gentlemen on their private 
account, by the way of China alone, f If we add 
four hundred thoufand, as probably remitted 
through other channels, and in other mediums, 
that is, in jewels, gold, and lilver directly brought 
to Europe, and in bills upon the Britim and fo 
reign companies, you will fcarcely think the matter 
over-rated. If we fix the commencement of this 

* Mr. Smith s examination before the feleft committee, Ap 
pendix, No. 2. 

\ Appendix, No. 2. 

extraction 
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extraction of money from the Carnatick at a pe 
riod no earlier than the year 1760, and clofe it in 
the year 1780, it probably will not amount to a 
great deal lefs than twenty millions of money. 

During the deep filent flow of this fteady ftream 
of wealth, which fet from India into Europe, it 
generally pafled on with no adequate obfervation ; 
but happening at fome periods to meet rifts of 
rocks that checked its courfe, it grew more noify 
and attracted more notice. The pecuniary difcuf- 
fions caufed by an accumulation of part of the for 
tunes of their fervants in a debt from the nabob of 
Arcot, was the firft thing which very particularly 
called for, and long engaged, the attention of the 
court of directors. This debt amounted to eight 
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds fterling, and 
was claimed, for the greater part, by Englifh gen 
tlemen, reHding at Madras. This grand capital, 
fettled at length by order at ten per cent, afforded 
an annuity of eighty-eight thoufand pounds.* 

Whilft the directors were digefting their afio- 
nimment at this information, a memorial was pre- 
fentecl to them from three gentlemen, informing 
them that their friends had lent likewife, to mer 
chants of Canton in China, a mm of not more 
than one million fterling. In this memorial they 
called upon the company for their aililtance and 

Fourth report, Mr. ])-.irdas s committee, p. 4. 
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interpofition with the Chinefe government for the 
recovery of the debt. This fum lent to Chinefe 
merchants, was at 24 per cent, which would yield, 
if paid, an annuity of two hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds.* 

Perplexed as the directors were with thefe de 
mands, you may conceive, Sir, that they did not 
find themfelves very much difembarraiTed, by be 
ing made acquainted that they muft again exert 
their influence for a new referve of the happy par- 
iimony of their fervants, collected into a fecond 
debt from the nabob of Arcot, amounting to two 
millions four hundred thoufand pounds, fettled at 
an intereft of i 2 per cent. This is known by the 
name of the Confolidation of 1777, as the former 
of the nabob s debts was by the title of the Con 
folidation of 1/67. To this was added, in a fcpa- 
rite parcel, a little referve called the Cavalry debt, 
of one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, at the 
fame intereft. The whole of thefe four capitals, 
amounting to four millions four hundred and forty 
thoularid pounds, produced at their feveral rates, 
annuities amounting to fix hundred and twentvr 
three thoufand pounds a year; a good deal more 
than one-third of the clear land-tax of England, 

* A witnefs examined before the committee of fecrecy fays, 
that eighteen prr coil, was the ufu;il ir.tereU; but he had heard 
that more had been given. The above is the account which 
Mr. B. received. 

at 
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at four Shillings in the pound; a good deal more 
than double the whole annual dividend of the Eaft 
India company, the nominal matters to the propri 
etors in thefe funds* Of this intereft, three hun 
dred and eighty -three thoufand two hundred 
pounds a year flood chargeable on the publick re 
venues of the Carnatick. 

Sir, at this moment, it will not be neceflary to 
coniider the various operations which the capital 
and intereft of this debt have fuccefiively under 
gone. I mall fpeak to thefe operations when I come 
particularly to anfwer the right honourable gentle 
man on each of the heads, as he has thought pro 
per to divide them. But this was the exact view 
in which thefe debts firft appeared to the court of 
directors, and to the world. It varied afterwards. 
But it never appeared in any other than a moit 
queftionable fhape. When this gigantick phantom 
of debt firft appeared before a young minifter, it 
naturally would have juftilied fome degree of 
doubt and apprehenfion. Such a prodigy would 
have filled any common man with fuperftitious 
fears. He would exorcife that fliapelefs, namelefs 
form, and by every thing facred would have ad 
jured it to tell by what means a fmall number of 
ilight individuals, of no confequence or iituation, 
poffeffed of no lucrative offices, without the com 
mand of armies, or the known adminiftration of 
revenues, without profefllon of any kind, without 

P 2 any 
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any fort of trade fufficient to employ a pedlar, 
could have, in a few years (as to fome, even 
in a few months) amafled treafures equal to the 
revenues of a refpechble kingdom? Was it not 
enough to put thcfe gentlemen, in the noviciate 
of their adminiftration, on their guard, and to call 
upon them for a Uriel; inquiry (if not to juftify 
them in a reprobation of thole demands without 
any inquiry at all) that when all England, Scot 
land, and Ireland had for years been witnefs to 
the immcnic fums laid out by the fervants of the 
company in frocks of all denominations, in the 
purchafe of lands, in the buying and building of 
Jioufes, in the fecuring quiet feats in parliament, 
or in the tumultuous riot of contefted elections, in 
wandering throughout the whole range of thofe 
variegated modes of inventive prodigality, which 
fornetimes have excited our wonder, fometimes 
roufed our indignation ; that after all India was 
four millions full in debt to them? India in debt 
to them ! For what ? Every debt for which an equi 
valent of fome kind or other is not given, is on 
the face of it a fraud. "What is the equivalent they 
have given? What equivalent had they to give? 
What are the articles of commerce, or the branches 
of manufacture which thofe gentlemen have car 
ried hence to enrich India? What are the fciences 
they beamed out to enlighten it ? What are the 
arts they introduced to chear and to adorn it ? 

What 
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What are the religious, what the moral inititu- 
tions they have taught among that people as a 
gi id: to life, or as a confolation when life is to be 
no more, that there is an eternal debt, a debt 
" ftill paying ftill to owe," which muft be bound 
on the prefent generation in India, and entailed on 
their mortgaged pofterity for ever? A debt of 
millions, in favour of a fet of men, whole names, 
with few exceptions, are either buried in the ob- 
fcurity of their origin and talents, or dragged into 
light by the enormity of their crimes? 

In my opinion the courage of the minifter was 
the moft wonderful part of the tranfaction, cfpc- 
cially as he muft have read, or rather the right 
honourable gentleman fays, he has read for him, 
whole volumes upon the fubjecl. The volumes, 
by the way, are not by one tenth part fo nume 
rous as the ri^ht honourable gentleman has thought 

&lt;-&gt; O . O 

proper to pretend, in order to frighten you from 
inquiry; but in thefe volumes, fuch as they arc, 
the minifter muft have found a full authority for 
a fufpicion (at the very leaft) of every thing rela 
tive to the great fortunes made at Madras. What 
is that authority ? Why no other than the ffond- 
ing authority for all the claims which the miniftry 
has thought fit to provide for the grand debtor 
the nabob of Arcot himfelf. Hear that prince, 
in the letter written to the court of directors, at 
the precife period, whilft the main body of thcfe 

P 3 debts 
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debts were contracting. In his letter he ftates 
himfelf to be, what undoubtedly he is, a moft 
competent witnefs to this point. After fpeaking 
of the war with Hyder Ali in 1 768 and 1769, and 
of other meafures which he cenfures (whether right 
or wrong it lignilies nothing) and into which he 
fays he had been led by the company s fervants ; 
he proceeds in this manner " If all thefe things 
" were againft the real interefts of the company, 
they are ten thoufand times more againft mine, 
and againft the profperity of my country, and 
the happinefs of my people; for your interefts 
" and mine are the fame. What were they owing 
" to then? to the private views of a few individuals , 
" who have enriched themfelves at the expence of your 
" influence, and of my country; for your fervants 
" HAVE NO TRADE IN THIS COUNTRT; nei- 
61 thsr do you pay them high wages, yet in a few years 
" they return to England with many lacks of pagodas, 
** How can you or 1 account for fuch immenfe fortunes 
" acquired in fo Jhort a time, without any vifible 
" means of getting them?" 

When he afked this queftion, which involves its 
anfwer, it is extraordinary that curiofity did not 
prompt the chancellor of the exchequer to that 
inquiry, which might come in vain recommended 
to him by his own act of parliament. Does not 
the nabob of Arcot tell us in fo many words, that 
there was no fair way of making the enormous 

fums 
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fums fent by the company s fervants to England? 
and do you imagine that there was or could be 
more honefty and good faith, in the demands for 
what remained behind in India? Of what nature 
were the transactions with himfelf ? If you follow 
the train of his information you muft fee, that if 
thefe great fums were at all lent, it was not pro 
perty, but fpoil that was lent; if not lent, the 
tranfaction was not a contract, but a fraud. Either 
way, if light enough could riot be furnifhed to 
authorize a full condemnation of thefe demands, 
they ought to have been left to the parties, who 
beft knew and underftood each other s proceeding. , 
It was not neceffary that the authority of govern 
ment mould interpofe in favour of claims, whofe 
very foundation was a defiance of that authority, 
and whofe object and end was its entire fubver- 
fion. 

It may be faid that this letter was written by the 
nabob of Arcot in a moody humour, under the 
influence of fome chagrin. Certainly it was; but 
it is in fuch humours that truth comes out. And 
when he tells you from his own knowledge, what 
every one muft prefume, from the extreme pro 
bability of the thing, whether he told it or not, 
one fuch teftimony is worth a thoufand that con 
tradict that probability, when the parties have a 
better underftanding with each other, and when 
they have a point to carry, that may unite them 
in a common deceit. 

P4 If 
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If this body of private claims of debt, real or 
devifed, were a queftion, as it isfalfely pretended, 
between the nabob of Arcot as debtor, and Paul 
Benfield and his affociates as creditors, I am fure, 
I fhould give myfelf but little trouble about it. If 
the hoards of oppreflion were the fund for fatis- 
fying the claims of bribery and peculation, who 
would wifh to interfere between fuch litigants? 
If the demands were confined to what might be 
drawn from the treafures, which the company s 
records uniformly affert that the nabob is in pof- 
feffion of; or if he had mines of gold or filver, 
or diamonds (as we know that he has none) thefe 
gentlemen might break open his hoards, or dig in 
his mines, without any difturbance from me. But 
the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe know 
as well as 1 do, and they dare not contradict me, 
that the nabob of Arcot and his creditors are not 
adverfaries, but collufive parties, and that the 
whole tranfaclion is under a falfe colour and falfe 
names. The litigation is not, nor ever has been, 
between their rapacity and his hoarded riches. 
No; it is between him and them combining and 
confederating on one fide, and the publick reve 
nues, and the miferable inhabitants of a ruined 
country, on the other. Thefe are the real plain 
tiffs and the real defendants in the fuit. Refufmg 
a milling from his hoards for the fatisfaction of 
any demand, the nabob of Arcot is always ready, 
nay, he earneftly, and with eagernefs and paflion, 

contends 
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contends for delivering up to thefe pretended cre 
ditors his territory and his fubjects. It is there 
fore not from treafuries and mines, but from the 
food of your unpaid armies, from the blood with 
held from the veins, and whip, out of the backs 
of the moft miferable of men, that we are to pam 
per extortion, ufury, and peculation, under the 
falfe names of debtors and creditors of ftate. 

The great patron of thefe creditors (to whofe 
honour they ought to erect ftatues) the right ho 
nourable gentleman*, in ftating the merits which 
recommended them to his favour, has ranked 
them under three grand divifions. The firft, the 
creditors of 1 767 ; then the creditors of the cavalry 
loan; and laftly, the creditors of the loan in 1 777. 
Let us examine them, one by one; as they pafs in 
review before us. 

The firft of thefe loans, that of 1 767, he infifts, 
jias an indifputable claim upon the publick juftice. 
The creditors, he affirms, lent their money pub- 
lickly ; they advanced it with the exprefs know 
ledge and approbation of the company; and it 
was contracted at the moderate intereft of ten per 
cent. In this loan the demand is, according to 
him, not only juft, but meritorious in a very high 
degree; and one would be inclined to believe he 
thought fo, bccaufc he has put it laft in the pro- 
viiion he has made for thefe claims. 

* Mr. Dundas. 

I readily 
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I readily admit this debt to iland the faireft 
of the whole; for whatever may be my fufpicions 
concerning a part of it, I can convict it of nothing 
worfe than the moft enormous ufury. But I can 
convict upon the fpot the right honourable gentle 
man, of the moft daring mifreprefentation in every 
one fact, without any exception, that he has al 
leged in defence of this loan, and of his own 
conduct with regard to it. I will {hew you that 
this debt was never contracted with the knowledge 
of the company ; that it had not their approba 
tion ; that they received the firft intelligence of it 
with the utmoft poffible furprife, indignation, and 
alarm. 

So far from being previoufly apprized of the 
tranfaction from its origin, it was two years 
before the court of directors obtained any official 
intelligence of it. " The dealings of the fervants 
" with the nabob were concealed from the firft, 
" until they were found out," (fays Mr. Sayer, 
the company s counfel) " by the report of the 
" country." The prefldency, however, at laft 
thought proper to fend an official account. On 
this the directors tell them, " to your great re- 
" proach it has been concealed from us. We cannot 
" but fufpect this debt to have had its weight in 
" pur propofed aggrandizement of Mahomed A li [the 
" nabob of Arcot]j but whether it has or has not, 

" certain 
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certain it is, you are guilty of an high breach 



" of duty in concealing it from us." 

Thefe exprefiions, concerning the ground of the 
tranfaftion, its effect, and its clandefline nature, 
are in the letters, bearing date March 17, 1769. 
After receiving a more full account on the 23d 
March, 1770, they ftate, that " Meffrs. John Py- 
" bus, John Call, and James Bourchier, as truf- 
" tees for themfelves and others of the nabob s 
* private creditors, had proved a deed of affign- 
* ment upon the nabob and his fon of FIFTEEN 
" diftricts of the nabob s country, the revenues of 
" which yielded, in time of peace, eight lacks of 
" pagodas [320,000!. fterling] annually; andlike- 
" wife an aflignment of the yearly tribute paid the 
" nabob from the rajah of Tanjore, amounting to 
" four lacks of rupees [40,000!]." The territorial 
revenue, at that time poffeffed by thefe gentlemen, 
without the knowledge or confent of their mafters, 
amounted to three hundred and lixty thoufand 
pounds fterling annually. They were making ra- 
pid ftridcs to the entire pofleflion of the country, 
when the directors, whom the right honourable 
gentleman ftates as having authorized thefe pro 
ceedings, were kept in fuch profound ignorance 
of this royal acquifition of territorial revenue by 
their fcrvants, that in the fame letter they fay, 
* this alignment was obtained by three of the mem- 
" bers of your board, in January 1767, yet we do 

" not 
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" not find the lea/I trace of it upon your confulta- 
" tions, until Auguft 1768, nor do any of your 
" letters to us afford any information relative to 



" fuch tranfactions, till the ift of November 1768. 
By your laft letters of the 8th of May, 1769, 
you bring the whole proceedings to light in one 
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As to the previous knowledge of the company, 
and its fanftion to the debts, vou fee that this 



affertion of that knowledge is utterly unfounded. 
But did the directors approve of it, and ratify the 
tranfaction when it was known ? The very reverfe. 
On the fame 3d of March, the directors declare, 
upon an impartial examination of the whole con- 
duel of our late governour and council of Fort 
George (Madras) and on the fulleft conlidera- 
" tion, that the faid governour and council have, 
" in notorious violation of the truft repoied in them, 
manifeftly preferred the interejl of private indivi 
duals to that of the company, in permitting the 
affignment of the revenues of certain valuable 
diftricls, to a very large amount, from the na 
bob to individuals" and then highly aggravat 
ing their crimes, they add " we order and direct 
" that you do examine, in the moft impartial 
" manner, all the above-mentioned tranfactions; 
" and that you punijh by fufpenfion, degradation, 
" difmiffion, or otherwife, as to you fhall feem 
" meet, all and every fuch fervant or fervants of 

" the 
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" the company, who may by you be found guilty 
of any of the above offences." " We had (fay 
the directors) the mortification to find that the 
" fervants of the company, who had been raifed, 
fupportedy and owed their prefent opulence to the 
advantages gained in fuch fervice, have in this 
" inftance moft unfaithfully betrayed their truft, 
" abandoned the company s intereft, and projiituted 
its influence to accomplim, the purpofcs of indivi 
duals, ivhil/l the Intereft of the company is alnwft 
wholly neglecled^ and payment to us rendered ex 
tremely precarious." Here then is the rock of 
approbation of the court of directors, on which 
the right honourable gentleman fays this debt 
was founded. Any member, Mr. Speaker, who 
fliould come into the houfe, on my reading this 
fentence of condemnation of the court of direc 
tors againft their unfaithful fervants, might well 
imagine that he had heard an harm, fevere, un 
qualified invective againft the prefent minifterial 
board of control. So exactly do the proceedings 
of the patrons of this abufe tally with thofe of 
the actors in it, that the expreflions ufed in the 
condemnation of the one, may ferve for the re 
probation of the other, without the change of a 
word. 

To read you all the expreflions of wrath and 
indignation fulminated in this difpatch againft the 
meritorious creditors of the right honourable gen 
tleman, 
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tleman, who according to him have been fo fully 
approved by the company, would be to read the 
whole. 

The right honourable gentleman, with an ad- 
drefs peculiar to himfelf, every now and then Hides 
in the prelidency of Madras, as fynonimous to the 
company. That the prefidency did approve the 
debt, is certain. But the right honourable gen 
tleman, as prudent in fuppreffing, as fkilful in 
bringing forward his matter, has not chofen to 
tell you that the prefidency were the very perfons 
guilty of contracting this loan; creditors them- 
felves, and agents and truftees for all the other 
creditors. For this the court of directors accufe 
them of breach of truft; and for this the right 
honourable gentleman conliders them as perfectly 
good authority for thofe claims. It is pleafant to 
hear a gentleman of the law quote the approbation 
of creditors as an authority for their own debt. 

How they came to contract the debt to them- 
felves, how they came to act as agents for thofe 
whom they ought to have controlled, is for your 
inquiry. The policy of this debt was announced 
to the court of directors, by the very perfons 
concerned in creating it. " Till very lately," (fay 
the prefidency) " the nabob placed his dependence 
" on the company. Now he has been taught 
" by ill-advifers, that an intereft out of doors may 
" fhnd him in good (lead. He has been made to 

44 believe 
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" believe that his private creditors have power and 
" inter eft to over-rule the court of direclors* " The 
nabob was not mifinformed. The private credi 
tors inftantly qualified a vafl number of votes j 
and having made themfeives matters of the court 
of proprietors, as well as extending a powerful 
cabal in other places as important, they fo com 
pletely overturned the authority of the court of 
direclors at home and abroad, that this poor baf 
fled government \vas foon obliged to lower its 
tone. It was glad to be admitted into partnerfhip 
with its own fervants. The court of direclors ef- 
tablifhing the debt which they had reprobated as 
a breach of trufl, and which was planned for the 
fubverfion of their authority, fettled its payments 
on a par with thofe of the publick ; and even fo, 
were not able to obtain peace or even equality in 
their demands. All the confequences lay in a re 
gular and irrefiftible train. By employing their 
influence for the recovery of this debt, their orders, 
ifmed in the fame breath, againft creating new 
debts, only animated the ftrong defires of their 

* For the threats of the creditors, and total fubverfion of the 
authority of the company in favour of the nabob s power, and 
the increate thereby of his evil difpoiitions, and the great de 
rangement of all publick concerns, fee feleft committee Fort 
St. George s letters, 2 ift November, 1769, and January 3ift, 
1770; Septetlber !i, 1772. And governour Bourchier s letters 
to the nabob of Arcot, 2 lit November, 1769, and December 
9th, i ,6(). 

fervants 
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fervants to this prohibited prolifick fport, and it 
foon produced a fwarm of fons and daughters, 
not in the lead degenerated from the virtue of 
their parents. 

From that moment, the authority of the court 
of directors expired in the Carnatick, and every 
where elfe. " Every man," fays the prefidency, 
" who oppofes the government and its meafures, 
et finds an immediate countenance from the nabob; 
" even our difcarded officers, however unworthy, 
" are received into the nabob s fervice*." It was 
indeed a matter of no wonderful fagacity to de 
termine whether the court of directors, with their 
miferable falaries to their fervants, of four or five 
hundred pounds a year, or the diftributor of mil 
lions, was moil likely to be obeyed. It was an in 
vention beyond the imagination of all the fpecula- 
tifts of our fpeculating age, to fee a government 
quietly fettled in one and the fame town, compof- 
ed of two diftincl members; one to pay fcantily 
for obedience, and the other to bribe high for re 
bellion and revolt. 

* " He [the nabob] is in a great degree the caufe of our pre- 
" f:nt inability; by diverting the revenues of the Carnatick 
" through prrccte channel?" " Even this Pefhcufli [the Tan- 
jore tribute] circumftanced as he and we are, he has affigned 
" over to others, ~^ho no-cft-t themfelves in oppojlfion to tlif. compa- 
* ////." Confultations, Odober 11, 1769,011 the izth commu 
nicated to the nabob. 

The 
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The next thing which recommends this parti 
cular debt to the right honourable gentleman is, 
it feems, the moderate intereft of ten per cent. It 
would be loft labour to obferve on this aflertion. 
The nabob, in a long apologetick letter* for the 
tranfaction between him and the body of the cre 
ditors, ftates the fact, as I fhall ftatc it to you. In 
the accumulation of this debt, the firft intereft paid 
was from thirty to thirty-fix per cent, it was then 
brought down to twenty-five per cent, at length it 
was reduced to twenty; and there it found its 
reft. During the whole procefs, as often as any 
of thefe monftrous interefts fell into an arrear, 
(into which they were continually falling) the ar 
rear, formed into a new capital,! was added to 
the old, and the fame intereft of twenty per cent. 
accrued upon both. The company, having got 
fome fcent of the enormous ufury which prevailed 

* Nabob s letter to governour Palk. Papers publifhed by the 
directors in 1775; and papers printed by the fame authority, 
1781. 

f See papers printed by order of a general court in 1780, 
p. 222, and p. 224, as allb nabob s letter to governour Dupre, 
igth July, 1771, " I have taken up loans by which I have 
* fuffered a lofs of upwards of a crore of pagodas [four million 
* fterling] by intenjl on an heavy Inter eft. "" Letter 1510 Ja 
nuary, 1772, " Notwithftanding I have taken much trouble, 
" and have made many payments to my creditors, yet the load 
" of my debt, which It-came Jo great, by intureji and compound in- 
* /my?, is not cleared. 
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at Madras, thought it neceffary to interfere, and 
to order all interefts to be lowered to ten per cent. 
This order, which contained no exception, though 
it by no means pointed particularly to this clafs of 
debts, came like a thunder-clap on the nabob. He 
confidered his political credit as ruined ; but to 
find a remedy to this unexpected evil, he again 
added to the old principal twenty per cent, intereft 
accruing for the laft year. Thus a new fund was 
formed; and it was on that accumulation of va 
rious principals, and interefts heaped upon inte 
refts, not on the fum originally lent, as the right 
honourable gentleman would make you believe, 
that ten per cent, was fettled on the whole. 

When you confider the enormity of the intereft 
at which thefe debts were contracted, and the fe- 
veral interefts added to the principal, I believe you 
will not think me fo fceptical, if I mould doubt, 
whether for this debt of 8Bo,ooo/. the nabob ever 
faw loojooo/. in real money. The right-honour 
able gentleman fufpecting, with all his abfolute do 
minion over fact, that he never will be able to de 
fend even this venerable patriarchal job, though 
fanctified by its numerous ifTue, and hoary with 
prefcriptive years, has recourfe to recrimination, 
the laft refource of guilt. He fays that this loan 
of 1767 was provided for in Mr. Fox s India bill; 
and judging of others by his own nature and prin 
ciples, he more than infinuates, that this provifibn 

was 
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was made, not from any fenfe of merit in the 
claim, but from partiality to general Smith, a pro 
prietor, and an agent for that debt. If partiality 
could have had any weight againft juftice and po 
licy, with the then minifters and their friends, 
general Smith had titles to it. But the right ho 
nourable gentleman knows as well as I do, that 
general Smith was very far from looking on him- 
felf as partially treated in the arrangements of 
that time; indeed what man dared to hope for 
private partiality in that facred plan for relief to 
nations? 

It is not neceffary that the right honourable 
gentleman mould farcaftically call that time to our 
recollection. Well do I remember every circum- 
ilance of that memorable period. God forbid I 
mould forget it. O illuftrious difgrace! O victo 
rious defeat! may your memorial be frem and 
new to thelateft generations! May the day of that 
generous conflict be ftamped in characters never 
to be cancelled or worn out from the records of 
time! Let no man hear of us, who fhall not hear 
that in a ftruggle againft the intrigues of courts, 
and the perfidious levity of the multitude, we fell 
in the caufe of honour, in the caufe of our coun 
try, in the caufe of human nature itfelf ! But if 
fortune mould be as powerful over fame, as flic 
has been prevalent over virtue, at leaft our con- 
fcience is beyond her jurifdiction. My poor fhare 

Q 2 in 
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in the fupport of that great meafure, no man 
mall ravifh from me. It mail be fafely lodged in 
the fanchiary of my heart ; never, never to be 
torn from thence, but with thofe holds that grapple 
jt to life. 

I fay, I well remember that bill, and every one 
of its honeft and its wife provifions. It is not 
true that this debt was ever protected or inforced, 
or any revenue whatfoever fet apart for it. It was 
Left in that bill juft where it flood; to be paid or 
not to be paid out of the nabob s private treafures, 
according to his own difcretion. The company 
ha.d actually given it their fanction; though al- 
\vays relying for its validity on the fole fecurity of 
the faith of him,* who without their knowledge 
pr confent entered into the original obligation. It 
had no other fanclion; it ought to have had no 
other. So far was Mr. Fox s bill from providing 
funds for it, as this.rniniftry have wickedly done 
for this, and for ten times worfe tranfactions, out 
of the publick eftate, that an exprefs claufe imme 
diately preceded, pofitively forbidding any Britifh 
iubjecl from receiving alignments upon any part 
of the territorial revenue, on any pretence what 
foever. f 

You recollect, Mr. Speaker, that the chancellor 
of the exchequer ftrongly profelTed to retain every 
part of Mr. Fox s bill, which was intended to pre- 

* Thenabob of Arcot. j- Appendix, No. 3. 

Tent 
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vent abufe; but in his India bill, which (let me 
dojuftice) is as able and fkilful a performance for 
its own purpofes, as ever ififued from the wic of 
man, premeditating this inquity hoc ipfum ut 
ftrueret Trojamque aperiret Achi&lt;vis, expunged this 
cflential claufe, broke down the fence which was 
raifed to cover the publick property againft the 
rapacity of his partifans, and thus levelling every 
obftruction, he made a firm, broad, highway for 
fin and death, for ufury and oppreflion, to renew 
their ravages throughout the devoted revenues of 
the Carnatick. 

The tenour, the policy, and the confequences of 
this debt of 1 767, are, in the eyes of miniftry, fo 
excellent, that its merits are irrefiftible ; and it 
takes the lead to give credit and countenance to 
all the reft. Along with this chofen body of 
heavy-armed infantry, and to fupport it, in the 
line, the right honourable gentleman has ftationed 
his corps of black cavalry. If there be any ad^ 
vantage between this debt and that of 1769, ac 
cording to him the cavalry debt has it. It is not 
a fubject of defence; it is a theme of panegyrick, 
Liften to the right honourable gentleman, and you 
will find it was contracted to fave the country ; 
to prevent mutiny in armies ; to introduce ceco- 
nomy in revenues ; and for all thefe honourable 
purpofes, it originated at the exprefs defire, and 
by the reprefentative authority of the company 
itfelf. 

Q 3 
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Firft, let me fay a word to the authority. This 
debt was contracted not by the authority of the 
company, not by its reprefentatives, (as the right 
honourable gentleman has the unparalleled confi 
dence to affert) but in the ever-memorable period 
of 1777, ky the ufurped power of thofe who re- 
bellioufly, in conjunction with the nabob of Arcot, 
had overturned the lawful government of Madras. 
For that rebellion, this houfe unanimoufly direcl- 
ed a publick profecution. The delinquents, after 
they had fubverted government, in order to make 
to themfelves a party to fupport them in their 
power, are univerfally known to have dealt jobs 
about to the right and to the left, and to any who 
were willing to receive them. This ufurpation, 
which the right honourable gentleman well knows, 
was brought about by and for the great mafs of 
thefe pretended debts, is the authority which is 
fet up by him to reprefent the company; to repre- 
fent that company which from the firft moment 
of their hearing of this corrupt and fraudulent 
tranfaclion, to this hour, have uniformly difowned 
and difa vowed it. 

So much for the authority. As to the facts, 
partly true, and partly colourable, as they ftand 
recorded, they are in fubftance thefe. The nabob 
of Arcot, as foon as he had thrown off the fuperi- 
ority of this country by means of thefe creditors, 
kept up a great army which he never paid. Of 
courfe, his foldiers were generally in a ftate of 

mutiny. 
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mutiny.* The ufurping council fay that they la 
boured hard with their mailer the nabob, to per- 
fuade him to reduce thefe mutinous and ufelefs 
troops. He confented; but as ufual, pleaded in 
ability to pay them their arrears. Here was a 
difficulty. The nabob had no money; the com 
pany had no money; every put/lick fupply was 
empty. But there was one refource which no fea- 
fon has ever yet dried up in that climate. The 
foucars were at hand; that is, private Englrlh 
money-jobbers offered their affiftance. Mefficurs 
Taylor, Majendie and Call, propofed to advance 
the fmall fum of 1 6o,ooo/. to pay oif the nabob s 
black cavalry, provided the company s authority 
was given for their loan. This was the great point 
of policy always aimed at, and purfued through a 
hundred devices by the fervants at Madras. The 
prefidency, who themfelves had no authority for 
the functions they prefumed to exercife, very rea 
dily gave the fanclion of the company to thofe 
fervants who knew that the company, whofe (linc- 
tion was demanded, had pofitively prohibited all 
fuch tranfactions. 

However, fo far as the reality of the dealing 
goes, all is hitherto fair and plaufible; and here 
the right honourable gentleman concludes, with 
commendable prudence, his account of the buli- 
nefs. But here it is I mail beg leave to commence 
* See Mr. Dundas s ift, zd, and 3d reports. 
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my fupplement : for the gentleman s difcreet mo- 
defty has led him to cut the thread of the flory 
fomewhat abruptly. One of the moft effential 
parties is quite forgotten. Why fhould the epifode 
of the poor nabob be omitted? When that prince 
chufes it, nobody can tell his ftory better. Excufe 
me, if I apply again to my book, and give it you 
from the firft hand; from the nabob himfelf. 

Mr. Stratton became acquainted with this, 
and got Mr. Taylor and others to lend me four 
" lacks of pagodas towards difcharging the ar- 
" rears of pay of my troops. Upon this, I wrote 
* a letter of thanks to Mr. Stratton; and upon 
" the faith of this money being paid immediately, 
" I ordered many of my troops to be difcharged 
" by a certain day, and leffened the number of my 
" fervants. Mr. Taylor, &c. fome time after ac- 
" quainted me, that they had no ready money, 
" but they would grant teeps payable in four 
" months. This aftonifhed me; for I did not 
" know what might happen, when the fepoys 
" were difmifTed from my fervice. I begged of 
" Mr. Taylor and the others to pay this fum to 
* the officers of my regiments at the time they 
" mentioned; and defired the officers, at the fame 
" time, to pacify and perfuade the men belonging 
" to them, that their pay would be given to them 
" at the end of four months-, and that till thofe ar- 
" rears were difcharged, their pay fhould be con- 
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* c tiaued to them. Two years are nearly expired 
" fince that time, but Mr. Taylor has not yet en- 
" tirely difcharged the arrears of thofe troops, and 
* I am obliged to continue their pay from that 
time till this. I hoped to have been able, by 
this expedient, to have leffened the number of 
my troops, and difcharged the arrears due to 
them, confidering the trifle of intereft to Mr. 
Taylor, and the others, as no great matter; but 
inftead of this, / am opprejfed with the burthen of 
pay due to thofe troops ; and the intereft , which is 
" Si n on t Mr. Taylor from the day the teeps were 
" granted to him" What I have read to you is an 
extract of a letter from the nabob of the Carnatick 
to governour Rumbold, dated the 22d, and receiv 
ed the 24th of March, 1779.* 

Suppofe his highnefs not to be well broken in 
to things of this kind, it muft indeed furprife fo 
known and eftabliihed a bond-vender, as the na 
bob of Arcot, one who keeps himfelf the largeft 
bond warehoufe in the world, to find that he was 
now to receive in kind; not to take money for 
his obligations, but to give his bond in exchange 
for the bond of Meffieurs Taylor, Majendie and 
Call, and to pay befides, a good fmart intereft, 
legally 1 2 per cent, (in reality perhaps twenty, or 
twenty-four per cent.} for this exchange of paper. 
But his troops were not to be fo paid, or fo dif- 
* See further Confultations, 3d February, 1778. 

banded. 
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banded. They wanted bread, and could not live 
by cutting and fhuffling of bonds. The nabob 
flill kept the troops in fervice, and was obliged to 
continue, as you have feen, the whole expence, to 
exonerate himfelf from which he became indebted 
to the foucars. 

Had it ftood here, the tranfaclion would have 
been of the moft audacious ftrain of fraud and 
ufury, perhaps ever before difcovered, whatever 
might have been praclifed and concealed. But 
the fame authority (I mean the nabob s) brings 
before you fomething if poflible more finking. 
Pie flates, that for this their paper, he immediately 
handed over to thefe gentlemen fomething very 
different from paper; that is, the receipt of a ter 
ritorial revenue, of which it feems they continued 
as long in poffeflion as the nabob himfelf continued 
in poffeffion of any thing. Their payments there 
fore not being to commence before the end of 
four months, and not being completed in two 
years, it muft be prefumed (unlefs they proved 
the contrary) that their payments to the nabob 
were made out of the revenues they had received 
from his allignment. Thus they condefcended to 
accumulate a debt of i6o,ooo/. with an interefl 
of 1 2 per cent, in compenfation for a lingering pay 
ment to the nabob of 1 6o,ooo/. of his own money. 

Still we have not the whole: about two years 
after the alignment of thofe territorial revenues 

to 
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to thefe gentlemen, the nabob receives a remon- 
ftrance from his chief manager, in a principal 
province, of which this is the tenour " The entire 
" revenue of thofe diftricts is by your highnefs s 
" order fet apart to difcharge the tuncaws [aflign- 
" ments] granted to the Europeans. The go- 
" maftahs [agents] of Mr. Taylor, to Mr. De 
" Fries, are there in order to collect thofe tun- 
* caws; and as they receive all the revenue that 
* is collected, your highnefs s troops have feven 
" or eight months pay due, which they cannot re- 
" ceive, and are thereby reduced to the greateft 
" diftrefs. In fuch times, it is highly neceifary to 
" provide for the fuftenance of the troops that 
" they may be ready to exert themfclves in the 
" fervice of your highnefs." 

Here, Sir, you fee how thefe caufes and effects 
aft upon one another. One body of troops mu 
tinies for want of pay; a debt is contracted to pay 
them ; and they (till remain unpaid. A territory 
cleftined to pay other troops, is affigned for this 
debt ; and thefe other troops fall into the fame 
ftate of indigence and mutiny with the firft. Bond 
is paid by bond; arrear is turned into new arrear; 
ufury engenders new ufury; mutiny fufpended in 
one quarter, ftarts up in another; until all the 
revenues, and all the eftablifhrnents are entangled 

o 

into one inextricable knot of confufion, from 
which they are only difengaged by being entirely 

deftroyed. 
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deftroyed. In that flate of confufion, in a very 
few months after the date of the memorial I have 
juft read to you, things were found, when the 
nabob s troops, famimed to feed Englifli foucars, 
inftead of defending the country, joined the in 
vaders, and deferted in entire bodies to Hyder 
AH.* 

The manner in which this tranfaction was car 
ried on, mews that good examples are not eafily 
forgot, efpecially by thofe who are bred in a great 
fchool. One of thofe fplendid examples give me 
leave to mention, at a fomewhat more early pe 
riod, becaufe one fraud furnifhes light to the dif- 
covery of another, and fo on, until the whole fecret 
of myflerious iniquity burfts .upon you in a blaze 
of detection. The paper I ihall read you, is not 
on record. If you pleafe you may take it on my 
word. It is a letter written from one of undoubt 
ed information in Madras, to Sir John Clavering, 
defcribing the practice that prevailed there, whilft 
the company s allies were under fale, during the 
time of governour Winch s adminiftration. 

" One mode," fays Claver ing s correfpon- 

dent, " of amafling money at the nabob s coft is 
" curious. He is generally in arrears to the com- 

* Mr. Dundas s ift report, p. 26, 29, and Appendix, No. 
&lt;z, 10, 1 8, for the mutinous (late and defertion of the nabob s 
troops for want of pay. See alfo report 4, of the fame com 
mittee. 

" pany. 
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" pany. Here the governour, being cam-keeper, 
" is generally on good terms with the banker, 
** who manages matters thus : The governour 
" prefles the nabob for the balance due from him ; 
* the nabob flies to his banker for relief; the 
" banker engages to pay the money, and grants 
" his notes accordingly, which he puts in the cafh- 
* book as ready money; the nabob pays him an 
* c intereft for it at two and three per cent, per men- 
"fern, till the tunkaws he grants on the particular 
" diftricts for it are paid. Matters in the mean 
&lt;c time are fo managed, that there is no call for 
" this money for the company s fervice, till the 
" tunkaws become due. By this means not a cam, 
* is advanced by the banker, though he receives 
" a heavy intereft from the nabob, which is di- 
" vided as lawful fpoil." 

Here, Mr. Speaker, you have the whole art and 
myftery, the true free-mafon fecret of the profei- 
fion offoucaring-y by which a few innocent, inex 
perienced young Englimmen, fuch as Mr. Paul 
Benfield, for inftance, without property upon 
which any one would lend to themfelves a fingle 
milling, are enabled at once to take provinces in 
mortgage, to make princes their debtors, and to 
become creditors for millions. 

But it feems the right honourable gentleman s 
favourite foucar cavalry, have proved the payment 
before the mayor s court at Madras! Have they 

fo? 
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fo ? Why then defraud our anxiety and their cha 
racters of that proof? Is it not enough that the 
charges which I have laid before you, have ftood 
on record againft thefe poor injured gentlemen 
for eight years? Is it not enough that they are in 
print by the orders of the Eaft-India company for 
five years? After thefe gentlemen have borne all 
the odium of this publication, and all the indigna 
tion of the directors, with fuch unexampled equa 
nimity, now that they are at length ftimulated 
into feeling, are you to deny them their juft re 
lief? But will the right honourable gentleman be 
pleafed to tell us, how they came not to give this 
fatisfaction to the court of directors, their lawful 
matters, during all the eight years of this litigated 
claim? Were they not bound, by every tie that 
can bind man, to give them this fatisfa&ion ? This 
day, for the firft time, we hear of the proofs. But 
when were thefe proofs offered ? In what caufe ? 
Who were the parties ? Who mfpected ? Who 
contefted this belated account? Let us fee fome- 
thing to oppofe to the body of record which ap 
pears againfl them. The mayor s court ! the 
mayor s court ! Pleafant ! Does not the honour 
able gentleman know, that the firft corps of cre 
ditors (the creditors of 1767) ftated it as a fort 
of hardfliip to them, that they could not have 
juftice at Madras, from the impoflibility of their 
fupporting their claims in the mayor s court ? 

Why? 
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Why? becaufe, fay they, the members of that 
court were themfelves creditors, and therefore 
could not fit as judges.* Are we ripe to fay that 
no creditor under fimilar circumftances was mem 
ber of the court, when the payment which is the 
ground of this cavalry debt was put in proof ? f 
Nay, are we not in a manner compelled to con 
clude, that the court was fo conftituted, when we 
know there is fcarcely a man in Madras, who has 
not fome participation in thefe tranfactions ? It is 
a fhame to hear fuch proofs mentioned, inftead of 
the honeft vigorous fcrutiny which the circum- 
ilances of fuch an affair fo indifpenfably calls for. 
But his majefty s minifters, indulgent enough 
to other fcrutinies, have not been fatisfied with 
authorizing the payment of this demand without 
fuch inquiry as the act has prefcribed ; but they 

* Memorial from the creditors to the governour and council, 
22cl January, 1770. 

f In the year 1778, Mr. James Call, one of the proprietors of 
this (pecifick debt, was actually mayor. Appendix to zd report 
of Mr. Dundas s committee, No- 65. The only proof which 
appeared on the inquiry inftituted in the general court of 1781, 
was an affidavit of the lenders tlienifclves, depofing (what nobody 
ever denied) that they had engaged and agreed to pay not that 
they had paid the furn of i6o,ooo/. This was two years after 
the tranfadtion; and the affidavit is made before George Prodor, 
mayor, an attorney for certain of the old creditor. Proceed 
ings of the prefuknt and council of Fort Saint George, zzd 
February, 1779. 

have 
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have added the arrear of twelve per cent, intereft^ 
from the year 1777 to the year 1784, to make a 
new capital, raifmg thereby i6oto 294,0007. Then 
they charge a new twelve per cent, on the whole 
from that period, for a tranfadion, in which it 
will be a miracle if a fingle penny will be ever 
found really advanced from the private flock of 
the pretended creditors. 

In this manner, and at fuch an intereft, the mi- 
nifters have thought proper to difpofe of 294,0007. 
of the publick revenues, for what is called the ca 
valry loan. After difpatching this, the right ho 
nourable, gentleman leads to battle his laft grand 
divifion, the confolidated debt of 1777. But hav 
ing exhaufted all his panegyrick on the two firft, 
he has nothing at all to fay in favour of the laft. 
On the contrary, he admits that it was contracted 
in defiance of the company s orders, without even 
the pretended fanction of any pretended reprefen- 
tatives. Nobody, indeed, has yet been found 
hardy enough to ftand forth avowedly in its de 
fence. But it is little to the credit of the age, 
that what has not plaufibility enough to find an 
advocate, has influence enough to obtain a pro 
tector. Could any man expect to find that pro 
tector any where? But what muft every man 
think, when he finds that protector in the chair 
man of the committee of fecrecy,* who had pub- 

* Right honourable Henry Dundas. 

lifhed 
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iilhed to the houfe, and to the world, the facts 
that condemn-thefe debts the orders that forbid 
the incurring of them the dreadful confequences 
which attended them. Even in his official letter, 
when he tramples on his parliamentary report, 
yet his general language is the fame. Read the 
preface to this part of the minifterial arrangement, 
and you would imagine that this debt was to be 
crufhed, with all the weight of indignation which 
could fall from a vigilant guardian of the publick 
treafury, upon thofe who attempted to rob it. 
What muft be felt by every man who has feeling, 
when, after fuch a thundering preamble of con 
demnation, this debt is ordered to be paid with 
out any fort of inquiry into its authenticity? with 
out a fingle ftep taken to fettle even the amount 
of the demand ? without an attempt fo much as to 
afcertain the real perfons claiming a fum, which 
rifes in the accounts from one million three hun 
dred thoufand pound fterling to two million four 
hundred thoufand pound principal money?* with 
out an attempt made to afcertain the proprietors, 
of whom no lift has ever yet been laid before the 
court of directors ; of proprietors who are known 
to be in a collufive muffle, by which they never 
appear to be the fame in any two lifts, handed 
about for their own particular purpofes ? 

* Appendix to the 4th report of Mr. Dundaa s committee, 
No. 15. 
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My honourable friend who made you the mo 
tion, has fufficiently expofed the nature of this 
debt. He has Hated to you that its own agents in 
the year 1781, in the arrangement they prop of ed 
to make at Calcutta, were fatisfied to have twenty- 
five per cent, at once ftruck off from the capital of 
a great part of this debt ; and prayed to have a 
provifion made for this reduced principal, without 
any intereft at all. This was an arrangement of 
their own, an arrangement made by thofe who 
beft knew the true conftitution of their own debt; 
who knew how little favour it merited,* and how 
little hopes they had to find any perfons in autho 
rity abandoned enough to fupport it as it flood. 

But what corrupt men, in the fond imaginations 
of a fanguine avarice, had not the confidence to 
propofe, they have found a chancellor of the ex- 



., 



* * No fenfe of the common danger, in cafe of a war, can 
prevail on him [the nabob of Arcot] to furnim the company 
" with what is abfolutely neceflary to afTemble an army, though 
it is beyond a doubt, that money to a large amount is now 
tf hoarded up in his coffers at Chepauk ; and tunkaws are 
" granted to individuals upon fome of his moll valuable countries. 
" for payment of part of thofe debts which he has contracted, 
(&lt; and which certain ! y Kill not leer infpeftion, as neither debtor nor 
" creditors have ever had the confidence tofulmit the accounts to our 
* examination, though they expreffed a wiih to confolidate the 
** debts under the aufpices ot this government, agreeably to a 
" plan they had formed." Madras Confultations, 2Oth July, 
1778. Mr. Dundas s Appendix to zd Report, 143. See allb 
laft Appendix to ditto Report, No. 376 B. 
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chequer in England hardy enough to undertake 
for them. He has cheered their drooping fpirits. 
He has thanked the peculators for not defpairing 
of their commonwealth. He has told them they 
were too modeft. He has replaced the twenty- 
five per cent, which, in order to lighten themfelves, 
they had abandoned in their confcious terrour. In- 
flead of cutting off the intereft, as they had them 
felves confented to do, with the fourth of the ca 
pital, he has added the whole growth of four 
years ufury of twelve per cent, to the firft over 
grown principal; and has again grafted on this 
meliorated flock a perpetual annuity of fix per 
cent, to take place from the year 1781. Let no 
man hereafter talk of the decaying energies of na 
ture. All the acts and monuments in the records 
of peculation; the confolidated corruption of 
ages ; the patterns of exemplary plunder in the 
heroick times of Roman iniquity, never equalled 
the gigantick corruption of this fingle act. Never 
did Nero, in all the infolent ^prodigality of defpo- 
tifm, deal out to his praetorian guards a donation 
fit to be named with the largefs fhowered down 
by the bounty of our chancellor of the exchequer 
on the faithful band of his Indian fepoys. 

The right honourable gentleman* lets you 
freely and voluntarily into the whole tranfaction. 
So perfectly has his conduct confounded his un- 

* Mr. Dundas. 
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derftanding, that he fairly tells you, that through 
the courfe of the whole bufinefs he has never con 
ferred with any but the agents of the pretended 
creditors. After this, do you want more to eftab- 
Hfti a fecret underftanding with the parties? to fix, 
beyond a doubt, their collufion and participation 
in a common fraud ? 

If this were not enough, he has furnimed you 
with other preemptions that are not to be fhaken. 
It is one of the known indications of guilt to ftag- 
ger and prevaricate in a ftory; and to vary in the 
motives that are affigned to conduct. Try thefe 
minifters by this rule. In their official difpatch, 
they tell the prefidency of Madras, that they have 
eftablimed the debt for two reafons ; firft, becaufe 
the nabob (the party indebted) does not difpute 
it; fecondly, becaufe it is mifchievous to keep it 
longer afloat; and that the payment of the Eu 
ropean creditors will promote circulation in the 
country. Thefe two motives (for the plaineft rea 
fons in the world) the right honourable gentle 
man has this day thought fit totally to abandon. 
In the firft place, he rejects the authority of the 
nabob of Arcot. It would indeed be pleafant to 
fee him adhere to this exploded teftimony. He 
next, upon grounds equally folid, abandons the 
benefits of that circulation, which was to be pro 
duced by drawing out all the juices of the body. 
Laying afide, or forgetting thefe pretences of his 

difpatch, 
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difpatch, he has juft now affumed a principle to 
tally different, but to the full as extraordinary. 
He proceeds upon a fuppofition, that many of the 
claims may be fictitious. He then finds, that in 
a cafe where many valid and many fraudulent 
claims are blended together, the beft courfe for 
their difcrimination is indifcriminately to eftab- 
lifii them all. He trufts (I fuppofe) as there may 
not be a fund fufficient for every defcription of 
creditors, that the beft warranted claimants will 
exert themfelves in bringing to light thofe debts 
which will not bear an inquiry. What he will 
not do himfelf, he is perfuaded will be done by 
others; and for this purpofe he leaves to any per- 
fon a general power of excepting to the debt. 
This total change of language and prevarication 
in principle, is enough, if it flood alone, to fix the 
prefumption of unfair dealing. His difpatch af- 
iigns motives of policy, concord, trade, and cir 
culation. His fpeech proclaims difcord and liti 
gations j and propofes, as the ultimate end, detec 
tion, 

But he may fhift his reafons, and wind, and 
turn as he will, confufion waits him at all his 
doubles. Who will undertake this detection? 
Will the nabob? But the right honourable gen 
tleman has himfelf this moment told us, that 
no prince of the country can by any motive be 
prevailed upon to difcover any fraud that is prac- 
tifed upon him by the company s fervants. He 

R 3 fays 



246 SPEECH ON THE 

fays what (with the exception of the complaint 
againft the cavalry loan) all the world knows to 
be true : and without that prince s concurrence, 
what evidence can be had of the fraud of any the 
fmalleft of thefe demands? The minifters never 
authorized any perfon to enter into his exchequer, 
and to fearch his records. Why then this fliame- 
ful and infulting mockery of a pretended conteft? 
Already contefts for a preference have arifen among 
thefe rival bond creditors. Has not the company 
itfelf ftruggled for a preference for years, without 
any attempt at detection of the nature of thofe 
debts with which they contended? Well is the 
nabob of Arcot attended to in the only fpecifick 
complaint he has ever made. He complained of 
unfair dealing in the cavalry loan. It is fixed 
upon him with intereft on intereft ; and this loan 
is excepted from all power of litigation. 

This day, and not before, the right honourable 
gentleman thinks that the general eftablifhment 
of all claims is the fureft way of laying open the 
fraud of fome of them. In India this is a reach 
of deep policy. But what would be thought of 
this mode of acting on a demand upon the trea- 
fury in England? Inftead of all this cunning, is 
there not one plain way open, that is, to put the 
burthen of the proof on thofe who make the de 
mand? Ought not miniftry to have faid to the 
creditors, " The perfon who admits your debt 
" (lands excepted to as evidence j he ftands 

" charged 
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" charged as a collufive party, to hand over the 
" publick revenues to you for fmifter purpofes? 
" You fay, you have a demand of fome millions 
" on the Indian treafury j prove that you have 
" acted by lawful authority ; prove at leaft that 
" your money has been bond fide advanced ; entitle 
" yourfelf to my protection, by the fairnefs and 
" fulnefs of the communications you make." Did 
an honeft creditor ever refufe that reafonable and 
honeft teft? 

There is little doubt, that feveral individuals 
have been feduced by the purveyors to the nabob 
of Arcot, to put their money (perhaps the whole 
of honeft and laborious earnings) into their hands, 
and that at fuch high intereft, as, being condemned 
at law, leaves them at the mercy of the great ma 
nagers whom they trufted. Thefe feduced credi 
tors are probably perfons of no power or intereft, 
either in England or India, and may be juft ob 
jects of companion. By taking, in this arrange 
ment, no meafures for difcrimination and difco- 
very, the fraudulent and the fair are in the firft 
inftance confounded in one mafs. The fubfequent 
felection and diftribution is left to the nabob. 
With him the agents and inftruments of his cor 
ruption, whom he fees to be omnipotent in Eng 
land, and who may ferve him in future, as they 
have done in times paft, will have precedence, if 
not an exclufive preference. Thefe leading inte- 
r R 4 refts 
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refts domineer, and have always domineered, over 
the whole. By this arrangement, the perfons fe- 
duced are made dependant on their feducers ; ho- 
nefty (comparative honefty at leaft) muft become 
of the party of fraud, and muft quit its proper 
character, and its juft claims, to entitle itfelf to 
the alms of bribery and peculation. 

But be thefe Englifh creditors what they may, 
the creditors, moft certainly not fraudulent, are 
the natives, who are numerous and wretched in 
deed: by exhaufting the whole revenues of the 
Carnatick, nothing is left for them. They lent 
bond fide \ in all probability they were even forced 
to lend, or to give goods and fervice for the na 
bob s obligations. They had no trufts to carry to 
his market. They had no faith of alliances to fell. 
They had no nations to betray to robbery and 
ruin. They had no lawful government feditioufly 
to overturn j nor had they a governour, to whom 
it is owing that you exift in India, to deliver over 
to captivity, and to death, in a fhameful prifon.* 

Thefe were the merits of the principal part of 
the debt of 1777, and the univerfally conceived 
caufes of its growth ; and thus the unhappy na 
tives are deprived of every hope of payment for 
their real debts, to make provifion for the arrears 
of unfatisfied bribery and treafon. You fee in 
this inftance, that the prefumption of guilt is not 



Pigot. 
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only no exception to the demands on the publick 
treafury; but with thefe minifters it is a neceflary 
condition to their fupport. But that you may 
not think this preference folely owing to their 
known contempt of the natives, who ought with 
every generous mind to claim their firft charities ; 
you will find the fame rule religioufly obferved 
with Europeans too. Attend, Sir, to this decifive 
cafe. Since the beginning of the war, befides ar 
rears of every kind, a bond debt has been con 
tracted at Madras, uncertain in its amount, but 
reprefented from four hundred thoufand pound 
to a million fterling. It ftands only at the low 
intereft of eight per cent. Of the legal authority 
on which this debt was contracted, of its purpofes 
for the very being of the ftate, of its publicity and 
fairnefs, no doubt has been entertained for a mo 
ment. For this debt, no fort of provilion what 
ever has been made. It is rejected as an outcaft, 
wliilft the whole undiffipated attention of the mi- 
nifter has been employed for the difcharge of 
claims entitled to his favour by the merits we have 
feen. 

I have endeavoured to find out, if poflible, the 
amount of the whole of thofe demands, in order 
to fee how much, fuppofing the country in a con 
dition to furnim the fund, may remain to fatisfy 
the publick debt and the neceflary eftablifhments. 

But 



250 SPEECH ON THE 

But I have been foiled in my attempt. About 
one-fourth, that is about 22o,ooo/. of the loan of 
1767, remains unpaid. How much intereft is in 
arrear, I could never difcover ; feven or eight 
vears at leaft, which would make the whole of 

J 

that debt about 396,0007. This ftock, which the 
minifters in their inftruftions to the governour of 
Madras ftate as the leaft exceptionable, they have 
thought proper to diftinguifh by a marked feve- 
rity, leaving it the only one, on which the intereft 
is not added to the principal, to beget a new in 
tereft. 

The cavalry loan, by the operation of the fame 
authority, is made up to 294,0007. and this 
294,0007. made up of principal and intereft, is 
crowned with a new intereft of twelve per cent. 

What the grand loan, the bribery loan of 1777, 
may be, is amongft the deepeft myfteries of ftate. 
It is probably the firft debt ever afiuming the title 
of conlblidation, that did not exprefs what the 
amount of the fum confolidated was. It is little 
lefs than a contradiction in terms. In the debt 
of the year 1767, the fum was ftated in the aft of 
confolidation, and made to amount to 88o,coo7. 
capital. When this confolidation of 1777 was 
firft announced at the Durbar, it was reprefented 
authentically at 2,4oo,oco7. In that, or rather in 
a higher ftate, Sir Thomas Rumbold found and 

condemned 
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condemned it.* It afterwards fell into fuch a ter- 
rour, as to fweat away a million of its weight at 
once; and it funk to i,4oo,oo/.f However it 
never was without a refource for recruiting it to 
its old plumpnefs. There was a fort of floating 



*InSir Thomas Rumbold s letter to the court of directors, 
March 1 5th, 1778, he reprefents it as higher, in the following 
manner: " How {hall I paint to you rny alionimment on my 
* arrival here, when I was informed that independent of this 
* four lacks of pagodas [the cavalry loan] ; independent of the 
" nabob s debt to his old creditors, and the money due to 
" the company ; he had contracted a debt to the enormous 
" amount of fixty-three lacks of pagodas f_2,52o,ooo/. J I 
" mention this circumftance to you w!t/i horrour ; for the credi- 
" tors being in general ferzants of the company, renders my tafk 
&lt;: on the part of the company, difficult and invidious." " 1 have 
" freed the fanftion of this government from fo corrupt a tranf- 
" aftion. It is in my mind the molt venal of all proceedings, 
" to give the company s protection to debts that cannot bear 
the light; and though it appears exceedingly alarming, that 
" a country, on which you are to depend for refources, mould 
" be fo involved, as to be nearly three years revenue in debt; 
" in a country too, where one year s revenue can never be called 
" fccure, by men who know any thing of the politicks of this 
" part of India." " I think it proper to mention to you, that 
" although the nabob reports his private delt to amount to upwards 
" of Jixty lacks, yet I underftand that it is not quite fo much." 
Afterwards Sir Thomas Rumbold recommended this debt to 
the favourable attention of the company, but without any fuffi- 
cient reafon for his change of difpofition. However he went 
no further. 

f Nabob s propofals, November 25111, 1778; and memorial 
of the creditors, March ift, 1779. 

debt 
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debt of about 4 or 500,0007. more ready to he 
added, as occafion fhould require. 

In ihort, when you preffed this fenfitive plant, 
it always contracted its dimenfions. When the 
rude hand of inquiry was withdrawn, it expand 
ed in all the luxuriant vigour of its original vege 
tation. In the treaty of 1781, the whole of the 
nabob s debt to private Europeans is by Mr. Sul 
livan, agent to the nabob and his creditors, ftated 
at 2,8oo,ooo/. which (if the cavalry loan, and the 
remains of the debt of 1767, be fubtracted) leaves 
it nearly at the amount originally declared at the 
Durbar, in 1777. But then there is a private in- 
ftruction to Mr. Sullivan, which it feems will re 
duce it again to the lower ftandard of i ,4oo,o.oo/. 
Failing in all my attempts by a direct account, 
to af^ertain the extent of the capital claimed, 
(where in all probability no capital was ever ad 
vanced) I endeavouredj if poilible, to difcover it 
by the intereft which was to be paid. For that 
purpofe, I looked to the feveral agreements for 
aflisrnino; the territories of the Carnatick to fe- 

o o 

cure the principal and intereft of this debt. In 
one of them* I found in a fort of poftfcript, by 
way of an additional remark, (not in the body of 
the obligation) the debt reprefented at i,4oo,ooo/. 
But when I computed the fums to be paid for in- 

* Nabob s propofals to his new confolidated creditors, No 
vember 2$th, 1778. 

tereft 
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tereft by inftalments in another paper, I found 
they produced an intereft of two millions, at 
twelve per cent, and the afiignment fuppofed, that 
if thefe inftalments might exceed, they might alfo 
fall fhort of the real provilion for that intereft.* 

Another inftalment bond was afterwards grant 
ed. In that bond the intereft exactly tallies with 
a capital of i,4oo,ooc/.f But purfuing this capi 
tal through the correfpondence, I loft light of it 
again, and it was afferted that this inftalment 
bond was confiderably fhort of the intereft that 
ought to be computed to the time mentioned. t 
Here are, therefore, two ftatements of equal au 
thority, differing at leaft a million from each 
other ; and as neither perfons claiming, nor any 
fpecial fum as belonging to each particular claim 
ant, is afcertained in the inftruments of confoli- 
dation, or in the inftalment bonds, a large fcope 
was left to throw in any fums for any perfons, as 
their merits in advancing the intereft of that loan 
might require; a power was alfo left for reduc 
tion, in cafe a harder hand, or more fcanty funds, 
might be found to require it. Stronger grounds 
for a prefumption of fraud never appeared in any 
tranfaction. But the minifters, faithful to the 
plan of the interefted perfons, whom alone they 

* Paper figned by the nabob, 6th January, 1780. 

f Kirtbnndi to July 31, 1780. 

i Governour s letter to the nabob, 251!! JuU , 1779. 

thought 
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thought fit to confer with on this occafion, have 
ordered the payment of the whole mafs of thefe 
unknown unliquidated fums, without an attempt 
to afcertain them. On this conduct, Sir, I leave 
you to make your own reflections. 

It is impoflible (at leaft I have found it impoflible) 
to fix on the real amount of the pretended debts 
with which your miniilers have thought proper 
to load the Carnatick. They are obfcure; they 
fhun inquiry ; they are enormous. That is all 
you know of them. 

That you may judge what chance any honour 
able and ufeful end of government has for a pro- 
vifion that comes in for the leavings of thefe 
gluttonous demands, I muft take it on myfelf to 
bring before you the real condition of that abufed, 
infulted, racked, and ruined country ; though in 
truth my mind revolts from it ; though you will 
hear it with horrour ; and I confefs I tremble when 
I think on thefe awful and confounding difpenfa- 
tions of Providence. I mall firil trouble you with 
a few words as to the caufe. 

The great fortunes made in India in the begin 
nings of conqueft, naturally excited an emulation 
in all the parts, and through the whole fucceflion 
of the company s fervice. But in the company 
it gave rife to other fentiments. They did not 
find the new channels of acquifition flow with 
equal riches to them. On the contrary, the high 

flood- 
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flood-tide of private emolument was generally in 
the loweft ebb of their affairs. They began alfo 
to fear, that the fortune of war might take away 
what the fortune of war had given. Wars were 
accordingly difcouraged by repeated injunctions 
and menaces ; and that the fervants might not be 
bribed into them by the native princes, they were 
ftridly forbidden to take any money whatfoever 
from their hands. But vehement paffion is inge 
nious in refources. The company s fervants were 
not only ftimulated, but better inftructed by the 
prohibition. They foon fell upon a contrivance 
which anfwered their purpofes far better than the 
methods which were forbidden ; though in this 
alfo they violated an ancient, but they thought, 
an abrogated order. They reverfed their proceed 
ings. Inftead of receiving prefents, they made 
loans. Inftead of carrying on wars in their own 
name, they contrived an authority, at once irre- 
fiftible and irrefponfible, in whofe name they 
might ravage at pleafure ; and being thus freed 
from all reftraint, they indulged themfelves in the 
moft extravagant fpeculations of plunder. The 
cabal of creditors who have been the objecT: of 
the late bountiful grant from his majefty s minif- 
ters, in order to poflefs themfelves, under the 
name of creditors and affignees, of every country 
in India, as faft as it mould be conquered, infpired 
into the mind of the nabob of Arcot (then a de 
pendant 
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pendant on the company of the humbleft order) 
a fcheme of the moft wild and defperate ambition 
that I believe ever was admitted into the thoughts 
of a man fo fituated.* Firft, they perfuaded him 
to confider himfelf as a principal member in the po 
litical fyftem of Europe. In the next place they held 
out to him, and he readily imbibed, the idea of the 
general empire of Indoftan. As a preliminary to 
this undertaking, they prevailed on him to propofe 
a tripartite divifion of that vaft country. One part 
to the company; another to the Marattas; and 
the third to himfelf. To himfelf he referved all 
the fouthern part of the great peninfula, compre 
hended under the general name of the Decan. 

On this fcheme of their fervants, the company 
was to appear in the Carnatick in no other light 
than as a contractor for the provifion of armies, 
and the hire of mercenaries for his ufe, and under 
his direction. This difpofition was to be fecured 
by the nabob s putting himfelf under the gua 
rantee of France ; and by the means of that rival 
nation, preventing the Englifh for ever from af- 
fuming an equality, much lefs a fuperiority in the 

* Report of the feled committee, Madras Confultations, Ja 
nuary 7, 1771- See alfo papers publiftied by the order of the 
court of directors in 1776; and lord Macartney s correfpon- 
dence with Mr. Haftings and the nabob of Arcot. See alfo 
Mr. Dundas s Appendix, No. 376 B. Nabob s proportions 
through Mr. Sullivan and AfT;;m Khan, Art. 6. and indeed the 
whole. 

Carnatick. 
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Carnatick. In purfuance of this treafonable pro 
ject (treafonable on the part of the Englifli) they 
extinguifhed the company as a fovereign power in 
that part of India; they withdrew the company s 
garrifons out of all the forts and ftrong holds of 
the Carnatick; they declined to receive the am- 
bafladors from foreign courts, and remitted them 
to the nabob of Arcot; they fell upon, and totally 
deftroyed the oldeft ally of the company, the king 
of Tanjore, and plundered the country to the 
amount of near five millions fterling; one after 
another, in the nabob s name, but with Englifh 
force, they brought into a miferable fervitude all 
the princes, and great independent nobility of a 
vaft country.* In proportion to thefe treafons 
and violences, which ruined the people, the fund 
of the nabob s debt grew and flourifhed. 

Among the victims to this magnificent plan of 
univerfal plunder, worthy of the heroick avarice 
of the projectors, you have all heard (and he has 

* " The principal object of the expedition is to get money 
* from Tanjore to pay the nabob s debt : if a furplus, to be 
* applied in difcharge of the nabob s debts to his private credi- 
" tors." Confutations, March 20, 1771; and for further 
lights, Confutations, i2th June, 1771. " We are alarmed, left 
S( this debt to individuals fhould have been the real motive for 
" the aggrandizement of Mahomed Ali [the nabob of ArcotJ 
" and that vie are plunged into a -war to put him in pofFefTion of 
" the Myfore revenues/or the difcharge uf the debt." Letter from 
the directors, March 17, 1/69. 

VOL. IV. S made 
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made himfelf to be well remembered) of an Indian 
chief called Hyder AH Khan. This man poffeffed 
the weftern, as the company under the name of 
the nabob of Arcot does the eaftern, divifion of 
the Carnatick. It was among the leading mea- 
fures in the defign of this cabal (according to their 
own emphatick language) to extirpate this Hyder 
Ali.* They declared the nabob of Arcot to be 
his fovereign, and himfelf to be a rebel, and pub- 
lickly inverted their inflrument with the fove- 
reignty of the kingdom of Myfore. But their 
victim was not of the paflive kind. They were 
foon obliged to conclude a treaty of peace and 
clofe alliance with this rebel, at the gates of Ma 
dras. Both before and fince that treaty, every 
principle of policy pointed out this power as a 
natural alliance; and on his part, it was courted 
by every fort of amicable office. But the cabi 
net council of Englifh creditors would not fuffer 
their nabob of Arcot to fign the treaty, nor even 
to give to a prince, at leaft his equal, the ordinary 
titles of refpect and courtefy.f From that time 
forward, a continued plot was carried on within 
the divan, black and white, of the nabob of Arcot, 

* Letter from the nabob, May ift, 1768; tuid ditto, 24-tL 
April 1770, ift October; ditto, i6th September, 1772, i6th 
March 1773. 

t Letter from the pretidency at Madras to the court of direc 
tors, 2yth June 1/69. 

for 
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for the deftruction of Hyder All. As to the 
outward members of the double, or rather treble 
government of Madras, which had figned the 
treaty, they were always prevented by fome over 
ruling influence (which they do not defcribe, but 
which cannot be mifunderftood) from performing 
what juftice and intereft combined fo evidently to 
enforce.* 



When at length Hyder Ali found that he had to 
do with men who either would {ign no conven 
tion, or whom no treaty, and no fignature could 
bind, and who were the determined enemies of 
human intercourfe itfelf, he decreed to make the 
country pofiefled by thefe incorrigible and predef- 
tinated criminals a memorable example to man 
kind. He refolved, in the gloomy recefies of a 
mind capacious of fuch things, to leave the whole 
Carnatick an everlafting monument of vengeance, 
and to put perpetual defolation as a barrier be 
tween him and thofe, againft whom the faith 
which holds the moral elements of the world to 
gether, was no protection. He became at length fo 
confident of his force, fo collected in his might, 
that he made no fecret whatfoever of his dreadful 
refolution. Having terminated his difputes with 
every enemy, and every rival, who buried their 
mutual animofities in their common deteftation 
againft the creditors of the nabob of Arcot, he 

* Mr. Duntjas s committee, Report i . Appendix No. 29. 

S 2 drew 
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drew from every quarter whatever a favage fero 
city could add to his new rudiments in the arts of 
deftruction ; and compounding all the materials 
of fury, havock, and defolation, into one black 
cloud, he hung for a while on the declivities of the 
mountains. Whilft the authors of all thefe evils 
were idly and ftupidly gazing on this menacing 
meteor, which blackened all their horizon, it fud- 
denly burft, and poured down the whole of its 
contents upon the plains of the Carnatick Then 
enfued a fcene of woe, the like of which no eye 
had feen, no hea-rt conceived, and which no 
tongue can adequately tell. All the horrours of 
war before known or heard of, were mercy to that 
new havock. A ftorm of univerfal lire blafted 
every field, confumed every hcmfe, deftroyed every 
temple. The miferablc inhabitants flying from 
their flaming villages, in part were flaughteredj 
others, without regard to lex, to age, t^-the refped 
of rank, or facrednefs of function, fathers torn 
from children, huibands from wives, enveloped 
in a whirlwind of cavalry, and amidft the goading 
fpears of drivers, and the trampling or purfu mg 
horfes, were iwept into captivity, in an unknown 
and hoftile land. Thofe who were able to evade 
this tempeft, fled to the walled cities. But eicap- 
ing from fire, fword, and exile, they fell into the 
jaws of famine. 

The alms of the fettlement, in this dreadful exi 

gency, 



NABOB OF ARGOT S DEBTS. 261 

gency, were certainly liberal; and all was done 
by charity that private charity could do : but it 
was a people in beggary; it was a nation which 
flretched out its hands for food. For months 
together thefe creatures of fufferance, whofe very 
excefs and luxury in their moft plenteous days, 
had fallen ihort of the allowance of our auftereft 
fafts, filent, patient, refigned, without fedition or 
difturbance, almoft without complaint, perifhed 
by an hundred a day in the ftreets of Madras ; 
every day feventy at leaft laid their bodies in the 
ftreets, or on the glacis of Tanjore, and expired 
of famine in the granary of India. I was going 
to awake your juftice towards this unhappy part 
of our fellow citizens, by bringing before you 
fome of the circumftances of this plague of hunger. 
Of all the calamities which befet and waylay the 
life of man, this comes the neareft to our heart, 
and is that wherein the proudeft of us all feels 
himfelf to be nothing more than he is: but I find 
myfelf unable to manage it with decorum ; thefc 
details are of a fpecies of horrour fo nauieous and 
difgufting; they are fo degrading to the fufferers 
and to the hearers; they are fo humiliating to hu 
man nature itfelf, that, on better thoughts, I find 
it more advifeable to throw a pall over this hide 
ous object, and to leave it to your general concep 
tions. 

S 3 For 



262 SPEECH ON THE 

* For eighteen months, without intermiflion$ 
this deftruclion raged from the gates of Madras to 
the gates of Tanjore; and fo completely did thefe 
mailers in their art, Hyder Ali, and his more fe 
rocious fon, abfolve themfelves of their impious 
vow, that when the Britifh armies traverfed, as 
they did, the Carnatick for hundreds of miles in 
all directions, through the whole line of their 
march they did not fee one man, not one woman* 
not one child, not one four-footed bead of any 
defcription whatever. One dead uniform filence 
reigned over the whole region. With the incon- 
fiderable exceptions of the narrow vicinage of 
fome few forts, I wim to be underftood as fpeak- 
ing literally ; I mean to produce to you more 
than three witneffes, above all exception, who will 
fupport this affertion in its full extent. That hur 
ricane of war paSed through every part of the 
central provinces of the Carnatick. Six or feven 
diftrids to the north and to the fouth (and thefe 
not wholly untouched) efcaped the general ra 
vage. 

The Carnatick is a country not much inferiour 
in extent to Englandi Figure to yourfelf, Mr. 
Speaker, the land in whofe reprefentative chair 
you fit; figure to yourfelf the form and fafhion 

* Appendix No. 4, Report of the Committee of alfigned 
Revenue. 

Of 
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of your fweet and chearful country from Thames 
to Trent, north -and fouth, and from the Irrlh to 
the German fea eaft and weft, emptied and em- 
bowelled (may God avert the omen of our crimes !) 
by fo accomplifhed a defolation. Extend your 
imagination a little further, and then fuppofe your 
minifters taking a furvey of this fcene of wafte 
and defolation ; what would be your thoughts if 
you mould be informed, that they were comput 
ing how much had been the amount of the ex- 
cifes, how much the cuftoms, how much the land 
and malt tax, in order that they fhould charge 
(take it in the moft favourable light) for publick 
fervice, upon the relicks of the fatiated vengeance 
of relentlefs enemies, the whole of what England 
had yielded in the moft exuberant feafons of peace 
and abundance ? What would you call it ? To call 
it tyranny, fublimed into madnefs, would be too 
faint an image; yet this very madnefs is the prin 
ciple upon which the minifters at your right hand 
have proceeded in their eftimate of the revenues 
of the Carnatick, when they were providing not 
fupply for the eihblifhments of its protection, but 
rewards for the authors of its ruin. 

Every day you are fatigued and difgufted with 
this cant, " the Carnatick is a country that will 
" foon recover, and become inftantly as profper- 
" ous as ever." They think they are talking to 
innocents, who will believe that by fowing of 

S 4 dragons 
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dragons teeth, men may come up ready grow*! 
and ready armed. They who will give themfelvea 
the trouble of confidering (for it requires no great 
reach of thought, no very profound knowledge) 
the manner in which mankind are increafed, and 
countries cultivated, will regard all this raving as 
it ought to be regarded. In order that the people, 
after a long period of vexation and plunder, may 
be in a condition to maintain government, govern 
ment muft begin by maintaining them. Here 
the road to ceconomy lies not through receipt, but 
through expcnce ; and in that country nature has 
given no fhort cut to your object. Men muft pro 
pagate, like other animals, by the mouth. Never 
did oppreflion light the nuptial torch ; never did 
extortion and ufury fpread out the genial bed. 
Does any one of you think that England, fo waft 
ed, would, under fuch a nurling attendance, fo ra 
pidly and cheaply recover? But he is meanly ac 
quainted with either England or India, who does 
not know that England would a thoufand times 
fooner refume population, fertility, and what ought 
to be the ultimate fecretion from both, revenue, 
than fuch a country as the Carnatick. 

The Carnatick is not by the bounty of nature a 
fertile foil. The general fize of its cattle is proof 
enough that it is much otherwife. It is fome days 
fince I moved, that a curious and interefting map, 
kept in the India Houfe, mould be laid before 

you. 
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you.* The India Houfe is not yet in readinefs to 
fend it ; I have therefore brought down my own 
copy, and there it lies for the ufe of any gentle 
man who may think fuch a matter worthy of his 
attention. It is indeed a noble map, and of noble 
things; but it is decifive againft the golden dreams 
and fanguine fpeculations of avarice run mad. In 
addition to what you know muft be the cafe in 
every part of the world ("the neceflity of a previous 
provifion of habitation, feed, flock, capital) that 
map will fhew you, that the ufes of the influences 
of Heaven itfelf, are in that country a work of 
art. The Carnatick is refrefhed by few or no 
living brooks or running ftreams, and it has rain 
only at a feafon; but its product of rice exacts 
the ufe of water fubject to perpetual command. 
This is the national bank of the Carnatick,, on 
which it muft have a perpetual credit, or it pe- 
rifhes irretrievably. For that reafon, in the hap 
pier times of India, a number, almoft incredible, 
of refervoirs have been made in chofen places 
throughout the whole country; they are formed 
for the greater part of mounds of earth and ftones, 
with iluices of folid mafonry; the whole con- 
ftru&ed with admirable Ikill and labour, and main 
tained at a mighty charge. In the territory con 
tained in that map alone, I have been at the trouble 
of reckoning the refervoirs, and they amount to 

* Mr. Barnard s map of the Jaghire. 

upwards 
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upwards of eleven hundred, from the extent of 
two or three acres to five miles in circuit. From 
thefe refervoirs currents are occafionally drawn 
over the fields, and thefe watercourfes again call 
for a confiderable expence to keep them properly 
fcoured and duly levelled. Taking the diftrict in 
that map as a meafure, there cannot be in the Car- 
natick and Tanjore fewer than ten thoufand of 
thefe refervoirs of the larger and middling dimen- 
iions, to fay nothing of thofe for domeftick fer* 
vices, and the ufe of religious purification. Thefe 
are not the enterprifes of your power, nor in a 
ftyle of magnificence fuited to the tafte of your 
minifter. Thefe are the monuments of real kings, 
who were the fathers of their people ; teftators to 
a pofterity which they embraced as their own. 
Thefe are the grand fepulchres built by ambition ; 
but by the ambition of an infatiable benevolence, 
which, not contented with reigning in the difpen- 
lation of happinefs during the contracted term of 
human life, had ftrained, with all the Teachings 
and grafpings of a vivacious mind, to extend the 
dominion of their bounty beyond the limits of na 
ture, and to perpetuate themfelves through gene 
rations of generations, the guardians, the protec 
tors, the nourilhers of mankind. 

Long before the late invafion, the perfons who 
are objects of the grant of publick money now be 
fore you, had fo diverted the fupply of the pious 

funds 
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funds of culture and population, that every where 
the refervoirs were fallen into a miferable decay.* 
But after thofe domeftick enemies had provoked 
the entry of a cruel foreign foe into the country, 
he did not leave it, until his revenge had com 
pleted the deftruction begun by their avarice. 
Few, very few indeed, of thefe magazines of water 
that are not either totally deftroyed,or cut through 
with fuch gaps, as to require a ferious attention 
and much coft to re-eftablifh them, as the means 
of prefent fubfiftence to the people, and of future 
revenue to the ftate. 

What, Sir, would a virtuous and enlightened 
miniftry do on the view of the ruins of fuch works 
before them ? On the view of fuch a chafm of de- 
folation as that which yawned in the midft of thofe 
countries to the north and fouth, which ftill bore 
fome veftiges of cultivation ? They would have 
reduced all their moft neceflary eftablimments ; 
they would have fufpended the jufteft payments; 
they would have employed every milling derived 
from the producing, to reanimate the powers of 
the unproductive parts. While they were perform 
ing this fundamental duty, whilft they were cele 
brating thefe myfteries of juilice and humanity, 
they would have told the corps of fictitious credi* 
tors, whofe crimes were their claims, that they 
muft keep an awful diftance; that they muft 
filence their inaufpicious tongues ; that they muft 

* Sec Report IV. Mr. Dundas s Committee, p. 46. 

hold 
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hold off their profane unhallowed paws from this 
holy work ; they would have proclaimed with a 
voice that mould make itfelf heard, that on every 
country the firft creditor is the plow; that this ori 
ginal, indefeafible claim fuperfedes every other de 
mand. 

This is what a wife and virtuous miniftry would 
have done and faid. This, therefore, is what our 
minifter could never think of faying or doing. A 
miniftry of another kind would have firft im 
proved the country, and have thus laid a folid 
foundation for future opulence and future force. 
But on this grand point of the reftoration of the 
country, there is not one fyllable to be found in 
the correfpondence of our minifters, from the firft 
to the laft : they felt nothing for a land defolated 
by fire, fword, and famine ; their fympathies took 
another direction; they were touched with pity 
for bribery, fo long tormented with a fruitlefs 
itching of its palms ; their bowels, yearned for ufu- 
ry, that had long mifled the harveft of its return 
ing months;* they felt for peculation which had 
been for fo many years raking in the duft of an 
empty treafury; they were melted into compaflion 
for rapine and opprefiion, licking their dry, parch 
ed, unbloody jaws. Thefe were the objects of 
their folicitude. Thefe were the neceffities for 
which they were fludious to provide. 

To frate the country and its revenues in their 

* Intcrcfi is rated in India by the month. 

real 
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real condition, and to provide for thofe fictitious 
claims, cbnfiftently with the fupport of an army 
and a civil eftablifhment, would have been impof- 
fible; therefore the minifters are filent on that 
head, and reft themfelves on the authority of lord 
Macartney, who in a letter to the court of direc 
tors, written in the year 1781, fpeculating on 
what might be the refult of a wife management 
of the countries afligned by the nabob of Arcot, 
rates the revenue as in time of peace, at twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds a year, as he does thofe 
of the king of Tanjore (which had not been af- 
figned) at four hundred and fifty. On this lord 
Macartney grounds his calculations, and on this 
they choofe to ground theirs. It was on this cal 
culation that the miniftry, in direct oppofition to 
the remonftrances of the court of directors, have 
compelled that miferable, enflaved body, to put 
their hands to an order for appropriating the en 
ormous fum of 480,0007. annually, as a fund for 
paying to their rebellious fervants a debt contract 
ed in defiance of their cleareft and moft pofitive 
injunctions. 

The authority and information of lord Macart 
ney is held high on this occafion, though it is totally 
rejected in every other particular of this bufmefs. 
I believe I have the honour of being almoft as old 
an acquaintance as any lord Macartney has. A 
conftant and unbroken friendfhip has fubfifted be 
tween 
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tween us from a very early period ; and, I truft ? 
he thinks, that as I refpect his character, and in 
general admire his conduct, I am one of thofe 
who feel no common interefl in his reputation. 
Yet I do not hefitate wholly to difallow the calcu 
lation of 1781, without any appreheniion that I 
ftiall appear to diftruft his veracity or his judg 
ment. This peace eftimate of revenue was not 
grounded on the ftate of the Carnatick as it then, 
or as it had recently, flood. It was a ftatement 
of former and better times. There is no doubt 
that a period did exift, when the large portion of 
the Carnatick held by the nabob of Arcot might 
be fairly reputed to produce a revenue to that, or 
to a greater amount. But the whole had fo 
melted away by the flow and filent hoftility of 
oppreffion and mifmanagement, that the revenues, 
Unking with the profperity of the country, had 
fallen to about 8oc,ooo/. a year, even before an 
enemy s horfe had imprinted his hoof on the foil 
of the Carnatick. From that view, and indepen 
dently of the decifive effects of the war which en- 
fued, Sir Eyre Coote conceived that years muft 
pafs before the country could be reftored to its 
former profperity and production. It was that 
ftate of revenue, (namely, the actual ftate before 
the war) which the directors have oppofed to lord 
Macartney s fpeculation. They refufed to take 
the revenues for more than 8oo,oco/. In this 

they 
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they are juflified by lord Macartney himfelf, who, 
in a fubfequent letter, informs the court, that his 
(ketch is a matter of fpeculation ; it fuppofes the 
country reftored to its ancient profperity, and the 
revenue to be in a courfe of effective and honeft 
collection. If therefore the minifters have gone 
wrong, they were not deceived by lord Macart 
ney : they were deceived by no man. The efti- 
mate of the directors is nearly the very eftimate 
furnifhed by the right honourable gentleman him 
felf, and publifhed to the world in one of the 
printed reports of his own committee;* but as 
foon as he obtained his power, he chofe to aban 
don his account. No part of his official conduct 
can be defended on the ground of his parliamen 
tary information. 

In this claming of accounts and eftimates, ought 
not the miniftry, if they wifhed to preferve even 
appearances, to have waited for information of 
the actual refult of thefe fpeculations, before they 
laid a charge, and fuch a charge, not condition 
ally and eventually, but poiitively and authorita 
tively, upon a country which they all knew, and 
which one of them had regiftered on the records 
of this houfe, to be wafted beyond all example, by 

* Mr. Dundas s Committee, Rep. I. p. 9. and ditto, Rep. IV. 
69. where the revenue of 1777 Hated only at 22 lacks 30 lacks 
ftated as the revenue, " fuvpojing the Carnatick to be properly 
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every oppreffion of an abufive government, and 
every ravage of a defolating war. But that you 
may difcern in what manner they ufe the corref- 
pondence of office, and that thereby you may enter 
into the true fpirit of the minifterial board of con 
trol, I deiire you, Mr. Speaker, to remark, that 
through their whole controverfy with the court 
of directors, they do not fo much as hint at their 
ever having feen any other paper from lord Ma 
cartney, or any other eftimate of revenue, than 
this of 1 78 1 . To this they hold. Here they take 
poft; here they entrench themfelves. 

When I firft read this curious controverfy be 
tween the minifterial board and the court of di 
rectors, common candour obliged me to attribute 
their tenacious adherence to the eftimate of 1781, 
to a total ignorance of what had appeared upon 
the records. But the right honourable gentle 
man has chofen to come forward with an uncalled- 
for declaration ; he boaftingly tells you, that he 
has feen, read, digefted, compared every thing ; 
and that if he has finned, he has finned with his 
eyes broad open. Since then the minifters will 
obftinately fliut the gates of mercy on themfelves, 
let them add to their crimes what aggravations 
they pleafe. They have then (fince it muft be fo) 
wilfully and corruptly fupprefled the information 
which they ought to have produced; and for the 
fupport of peculation, have made themfelves guilty 

of 
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of fpoliation and fuppreffion of evidence.* The 
paper I hold in my hand, which totally overturns 
(for the prefent atleaft) the eftimate of 178 i,they 
have no more taken notice of in their controverfy 
with the court of directors, than if it had no exif- 
tence. It is the report made by a committee ap 
pointed at Madras, to manage the whole of the 
fix countries afligned to the company by the nabob 
of Arcot. This committee was wifely inftituted 
by lord Macartney, to remove from himfelf the 
fufpicion of all improper management in fo invi 
dious a truft ; and it feems to have been well 
chofen. This committee has made a comparative 
eftimate of the only fix diftricts which were in a 
condition to be let to farm. In one fet of columns 
they ftate the grofs and net produce of the dif- 
tricls as let by the nabob. To that ftatement they 
oppofe the terms on which the fame diftricls were 
rented for five years, under their authority. Under 
the nabob, the grofs farm was fo high as 570,0007. 
fterling. What was the clear produce ? Why, no 
more than about 250,0007. and this was the 
whole profit of the nabob s treafury, under his 
own management, of all the diftricts which were 
in a condition to be let to farm on the 27th of 
May, 1782. Lord Macartney s leafes flipulated a 
grofs produce of no more than about 530,0007. 

* See Appendix, No. 4, Statement in the Report of the Com 
mittee of afligned Revenue, 

VOL. IV. T but 
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but then the eftimated net amount was nearly 
double the nabob s. It however did not then ex 
ceed 48o,ooc/j and lord Macartney s commif- 
fioners take credit for an annual revenue amount 
ing to this clear ftim. Here is no fpeculation ; 
here is no inaecurate account clandeftinely obtain 
ed from thofe who might wifh, and were enabled 
to deceive. It is the authorized recorded ftate of 
a real recent transaction. Here is not twelve 
hundred thoufand pound, not eight hundred. 
The whale revenue of tfre Carnatick yielded no 
more in May 1782 than four hundred and eighty 
thoufand pounds; nearly the very precife fum 
which your minifter, who is fo careful of the pub- 
lick fecurity, has carried from all defcriptions of 
eftablimment to form a fund for the private emo 
lument of his creatures. 

In this eftimate, we fee, as- I have juft obferved, 
the nabob s farms rated fo high as 570,0007. Hi 
therto all is well; but follow on to the effective 
net revenue: there the illufton vanifhes; and you 
will not find nearly fo much as half the produce. 
It is with reafon therefore lord Macartney inva 
riably throughout the whole correfpondence, qua 
lifies all his views and expectations of revenue, 
and all his plans for its application, with this in- 
difpenfable condition, that the management is not 
in the hands of the nabob of Arcot. Should that 
fatal meafure take place, he has over and over 

again 
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again told you, that he has no profpeft of realik 
ing any thing whatfoever for any publick pur- 
pofe. With thefe weighty declarations, confirm 
ed by fuch a Hate of indifputable fact before them ; 
what has been done by the chancellor of the ex 
chequer and his accomplices ? Shall I be believed? 
They have delivered over thofe very territories^ 
on the keeping of which in the hands of the com 
mittee, the defence of our dominions, and what 
was more dear to them, poflibly, their own job 
depended ; they have delivered back again with 
out condition, without arrangement, without fli- 
pulation of any fort for the natives of any rank, 
the whole of thofe vaft countries, to many of 
which he had no juft claim, into the ruinous mif- 
management of the nabob of Arcot, To crown 
all, according to their miferable practice whenever 
they do any thing tranfcendently abfurd, they pre 
face this their abdication of their truft, by a fo- 
lemn declaration that they were not obliged to it 
by any principle of policy, or any demand of juf- 
tice whatfoever. 

I have ftated to you the eftimated produce of 
the territories of the Carnatick, in a condition to 
be farmed in 1782, according to the different ma 
nagements into which they might fall; and this 
cilimate the minifters have thought proper to fup- 
prefs. Since that, two other accounts have been 
received. The firft informs us, that there has 

T 2 been 
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been a recovery of what is called arrear, as well as 
of an improvement of the revenue of one of the 
fix provinces which were let in 1782.* It was 
brought about by making a new war. After fome 
{harp actions, by the refolution and (kill of co 
lonel Fullarton, feveral of the petty princes of the 
moft foutherly of the un wafted provinces were 
compelled to pay very heavy rents and tributes, 
who for a long time before had not paid any ac 
knowledgment. After this reduction, by the care 
of Mr. Irwin, one of the committee, that province 
was divided into twelve farms. This operation 
raifed the income of that particular province ; the 
others remain as they were firft farmed. So that 
inftead of producing only their original rent of 
480,0007. they netted in about two years and a 
quarter, 1,320,0007. fterling, which would be 
about 66o,ooo7. a year, if the recovered arrear was 
not included. What deduction is to be made on 
account of that arrear I cannot determine, but 
certainly what would reduce the annual income 
confiderably below the rate I have allowed. 

The fecond account received, is the letting of 
the wafted provinces of the Carnatick. This I 
underftand is at a growing rent, which may or 
may not realife what it promifes ; but if it ihould 
anfwer, it will raiie the whole, at fome future time, 
to i,2Oo,ooo7. 

* The province of Tinncvelly. 

You 
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You muft here remark, Mr. Speaker, that this 
revenue is the produce of all the nabob s domi 
nions. During the aflignment, the nabob paid 
nothing, becaufe the company had all. Suppofmg 
the whole of the lately afligned territory to yield 
up to the moft fanguine expectations of the right 
honourable gentleman; and fuppofe i,2Oo,ooo/. to 
be annually realifed (of which we actually know 
of no more than the realifing of fix hundred thou- 
fand) out of this you muft deduct the fublidy and 
rent which the nabob paid before the aflignment, 
namely 340,0007. a year. This reduces back the 
revenue applicable to the new diftribution made 
by his majefty s minifters, to about 8oo,ooo/. Of 
that fum five eighths are by them furrendered to 
the debts. The remaining three are the only fund 
left for all the purpofes fo magnificently difplayed 
in the letter of the board of control; that is for 
a new-caft peace eftablifhment; a new fund for 
ordnance and fortifications; and a large allow- 
ance for what they call " the fplendour of the 
" Durbar." 

You have heard the account of thefe territories 
as they flood in 1782. You have feen the aftual 
receipt lince the aflignment in 1781, of which I 
reckon about two years and a quarter productive. 
I have ftated to you the expectation from the wafted 
part. For realifing all this you may value your- 
felves on the vigour and diligence of a governour 

T 3 and 
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and committee that have done fo much. If thefe 
hopes from the committee are rational remember 
that the committee is no more. Your minifters, 
who have formed their fund for thefe debts on the 
prefumed effect of the committee s management, 
have put a complete end to that committee. Their 
ads are refcinded ; their leafes are broken ; their 
renters are difperfed. Your minifters knew when 
they figned the death-warrant of the Carnatick, 
that the nabob would not only turn all thefe un 
fortunate farmers of revenue out of employment, 
but that he has denounced his fevereft vengeance 
againft them, for acting under Britifh authority. 
With a knowledge of this difpofition, a Britifli 
chancellor of the exchequer, and treafurer of the 
navy, incited by no publick advantage, impelled 
by no publick neceflity, in a flrain of the moft 
wanton perfidy which has ever ftained the annals 
of mankind, have delivered over to plunder, im- 
prifonment, exile, and death itfelf, according to 
the mercy of fuch execrable tyrants as Amir ul 
Omra and Paul Benfield, the unhappy and deluded 
fouls, who, untaught by uniform example, were 
ilill weak enough to put their truft in Englifh 
faith.* They have gone farther; they have thought 
proper to mock and outrage their mifery by or 
dering them protection and compenfation. From 
what power is this protection to be derived ? And 

* Appendix, No. 5. 

from 
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from what fund is this compenfation to arife? The 
revenues are delivered over to their opprefibr ; the 
territorial jurifdiction, from whence that revenue 
is to arife, and under which they live, is furren- 
dered to the fame iron hands : and that they mail 
be deprived of all refuge, and all hope, the minif- 
ter has made a folemn, voluntary declaration, that 
he never will interfere with the nabob s internal 
government.* 

The laft thing confidered by the board of con 
trol among the debts of the Carnatick, was that 
arifing to the Eaft-India company, which after the 
provifion for the cavalry, and the confolidation 
of 1777, was to divide the refidue of the fund of 
48o,ooo/. a year with the lenders of 1767. This 
debt the worthy chairman, who fits oppofite to 
me, contends to be three millions fterling. Lord 
Macartney s account of 1781, ftates it to be at 
that period, i,2oo,ooo/. The firft account of the 
court of directors makes it 900,0007. This, like 
the private debt, being without any folid exif- 
tence, is incapable of any diftincl: limits. What 
ever its amount or its validity may be, one thing 
is clear; it is of the nature and quality of a pub- 
lick debt. In that light nothing is provided for 
it, but an eventual furplus to be divided with one 
clafs of the private demands, after fatisfying the 
two firft claflcs. Never was a more fhameful poft- 
poning a publick demand, which by the reafon 

* See extraft of their letter in the Appendix, No. 9. 

T 4 of 
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of the tiling, and the uniform practice of all na 
tions, fuperfedes every private claim. 

Thofe who gave this preference to private claims, 
confider the company s as a lawful demand ; elfe, 
why did they pretend to provide for it ? On their 
own principles they are condemned. 

But I, Sir, who profefs to fpeak to your under- 
ftanding and to your confcience, and to brufh 
away from this bufinefs all falfe colours, all falfe* 
appellations, as well as falfe facts, do pofitively 
deny that the Carnatick owes a milling to the 
company; whatever the company may be indebt 
ed to that undone country. It owes nothing to 
the company for this plain and fimple reafon 
The territory charged with the debt is their own. 
To fay that their revenues fall fhort, and owe 
them money, is to fay they are in debt to them- 
felves, which is only talking nonfenfe. The fact 
is, that by the invafion of an enemy, and the ruin 
of the country, the company, either in its own 
name, or in the names of the nabob of Arcot and 
rajah of Tanjore, has loft for feveral years what 
it might have looked to receive from its own 
eftate. If men were allowed to credit themfelves 
upon fuch principles, any one might jfoon grow 
rich by this mode of accounting. A flood comes 
down upon a man s eftate in the Bedford Level 
of a thoufand pounds a year, and drowns his rents 
for ten years. The chancellor would put that 
man into the hands of a truftee, who would 

gravely 
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gravely make up his books, and for this lofs cre 
dit himfelf in his account for a debt due to him 
of 1 0,00 D/. It is, however, on this principle the 
company makes up its demands on the Carnatick. 
In peace they go the full length, and indeed more 
than the full length, of what the people can bear 
for current eftablHhments ; then they are abfurd 
enough to confolidate all the calamities of war into 
debts; to metamorphofe the devastations of the 
country into demands upon its future production. 
What is this but to avow a refolution utterly to de- 
ftroy their own country, and to force the people 
to pay for their fufferings, to a government which 
has proved unable to protect either the mare of 
the hufbandman or their own? In every leafe of a 
farm, the invafion of an enemy, inftead of forming 
a demand for arrear, is a releafe of rent; nor for 
that releafe is it at all neceflary to {how, that the 
invafion has left nothing to the occupier of the 
foil; though in the prefent cafe it would be too 
eafy to prove that melancholy fact.* I therefore 
applauded my right honourable friend, who, when 
he canvafled the company s accounts, as a preli 
minary to a bill that ought not to ft and on falfe- 
hood of any kind, fixed his difcerning eye, and 
his deciding hand, on thefe debts of the company, 
from the nabob of Arcot and rajah of Tanjore, 

* * It is certain that the incurfion of a/cw of Hyckr s horfe 
into the Jaghire, in 1767, coft the company upwards of pa- 
" godas 27,000, in allouia rices for damages." Confutations, Feb 
ruary nth, 1771. 

and 
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and at one ftroke expunged them all, as utterly 
irrecoverable; he might have added as utterly 
unfounded. 

On thefe grounds I do not blame the arrange 
ment this day in queftion, as a preference given to 
the debt of individuals over the company s debt. 
In my eye it is no more than the preference of a 
fiction over a chimera ; but I blame the preference 
given to thofe fictitious private debts over the 
ftanding defence and the {landing government. 
It is there the publick is robbed. It is robbed in 
its army ; it is robbed in its civil adminiftration ; 
it is robbed in its credit ; it is robbed in its inveft- 
ment which forms the commercial connection be 
tween that country and Europe. There is the 
robbery. 

But my principal objection lies a good deal 
deeper. That debt to the company is the pretext 
under which all the other debts lurk and cover 
themfelves. That debt forms the foul putrid 
mucus, in which are engendered the whole brood 
of creeping afcarides, all the endlefs involutions, 
the eternal knot, added to a knot of thofe inex 
pugnable tape-worms which devour the nutri 
ment, and eat up the bowels of India.* It is 
neceflary, Sir, you fhould recollect two things : 

* Proceeding at Madras,! ith February, 1769, and through 
out the correfpondence on this fubjeft : particularly Conful- 
tations, Odtober 4th, 1769, and the Creditors Memorial, 2oth 
January, 1770. 

firft, 
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firft that the nabob s debt to the company carries 
no intereft. In the next place you will obferve, 
that whenever the company has occafion to bor 
row, {he has always commanded whatever fhe 
thought fit at eight per cent. Carrying in your 
mind thefe two facts, attend to the procefs with 
regard to the publick and private debt, and with 
what little appearance of decency they play into 
each other s hands a game of utter perdition to the 
unhappy natives of India. The nabob falls into an 
arrear to the company. The prefidency preffes for 
payment. The nabob s anfwer is, I have no 
money. Good. But there are foucars who will 
fupply you on the mortgage of your territories. 
Then fteps forward fome Paul Benfield, and from 
his grateful companion to the nabob, and his filial 
regard to the company, he unlocks the treafures 
of his virtuous induftry; and for a confideration 
of twenty-four or thirty-fix per cent, on a mort 
gage of the territorial revenue, becomes fecurity 
to the company for the nabob s arrear. 

AH this intermediate ufury thus becomes fanc- 
tified by the ultimate view to the company s pay 
ment. In this cafe, would not a plain man alk this 
plain queftion of the company; if you know that 
the nabob muft annually mortgage his territories 
to your fervants to pay his annual arrear to you, 
why is not the aflignment or mortgage made di- 
reclly to the eompany itfelf? By this fimple ob 
vious 
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vious operation, the company would be relieved 
and the debt paid, without the charge of a {hil 
ling intereft to that prince. But if that courfe 
fhould be thought too indulgent, why do they 
not take that alignment with fuch intereft to 
themfelves as they pay to others, that is eight 
per cent? Or if it were thought more advifeable 
(why it fhould I know not) that he muft borrow, 
why do not the company lend their own credit to 
the nabob for their own payment? That credit 
would not be weakened by the collateral fecurity 
pf his territorial mortgage. The money might 
ftill be had at eight per cent. Inftead of any of 
thefe honeft and obvious methods, the company 
has for years kept up a mew of difmtereftednefs 
and moderation, by fuffering a debt to accumu 
late to them from the country powers without any 
intereft at all ; and at the fame time have feen be 
fore their eyes, on a pretext of borrowing to pay 
that debt, the revenues of the country charged 
with an ufury of twenty, twenty-four, thirty-iix, 
and even eight-and-forty per cent, with compound 
intereft,* for the benefit of their fervants. All 
this time they know that by having a debt fub- 
fifting without any intereft, which is to be paid 
by contracting a debt on the higheft intereft, they 
manifeftly render it neceflary to the nabob of Ar- 
cot to give the private demand a preference to the 

* Appendix No. 7. 

publickj 



NABOB OF ARGOT S DEBTS. 285 

publick; and by binding him and their fervants 
together in a common caufe, they enable him to 
form a party to the utter ruin of their own au 
thority, and their own affairs. Thus their falfe 
moderation, and their affected purity, by the na 
tural operation of every thing falfe, and every 
thing affected, becomes pander and bawd to the 
unbridled debauchery and licentious lewdnefs of 
ufury and extortion. 

In confequence of this double game, all the ter 
ritorial revenues have, at one time or other, been 
covered by thofe locufts, the Englilh foucars. Not 
one fingle foot of the Carnatick has efcaped them ; 
a territory as large as England. During thefe 
operations what a fcene has that country prefent- 
ed!* The ufurious European aflignee fuperfedes 
the nabob s native farmer of the revenue ; the 
farmer flies to the nabob s prefence to claim his 

* For fome part of thefe ufurious tranfa&lt;5Hons, fee Coufulta- 
tion 28th January 1781 ; and for the nabob s excufing his op- 
preffions on account of thefe debts, Confultation 26th Novem 
ber 1770. * Still 1 undertook, firft, the payment of the money 
" belonging to the company, who are my kind friends, and by 

borrowing, and mortgaging myjeistls, &c. by t akin g from even/ 
4 one nf my Jen ants i in proportion to their circumftances, byf/c/b 
" fevtntirs alfo on my country, notwit ft/landing its d{firc/cd jiate, 
"as you know." The Board s remark is as follows; after 
controverting fome of the fads, they fay, " That his countries 
" areopprctied is moft certain, but not from real neceffity; his 

4 debts Indeed have afforded htm a conjlant pretence for uling feveri- 
" ties and cruel oppredioi^." 

bargain ; 
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bargain; whilft his fervants murmur for 
and his foldiers mutiny for pay. The mortgage 
to the European affignee is then refumed, and the 
native farmer replaced ; replaced, again to be re* 
moved on the new clamour of the European af 
fignee.* Every man of rank and landed fortune 
being long fince extinguifhed, the remaining mi- 
ferable laft cultivator, who grows to the foil, after 
having his back fcored by the farmer, has it again 
flayed by the whip of the aflignee, and is thus by 
a ravenous, becaufe a mort-lived fucceflion of 
claimants, lamed from oppreffbr to oppreflbr, 
whilft a {ingle drop of blood is left as the means 
of extorting a {ingle grain of corn. Do not think 
I paint. Far, very far from it ; I do not reach 
the fact, nor approach to it. Men of refpecfobl* 
condition, men equal to your fubftantial Engliih 
yeomen, are daily tied up and fcourged to anfwer 
the multiplied demands of various contending and 
contradictory titles, all iffuing from one and the 
fame fource. Tyrannous exaction brings on fer- 
vile concealment; and that again calls forth ty 
rannous coercion. They move in a circle, mutu 
ally producing and produced; till at length no 
thing of humanity is left in the government, no 

* See Confultation 28th January 1781, where it is afTerted, 
and not denied, that the nabob s farmers of revenue feldom 
continue for three months together. From this the Hate of the 
country may be eafily judged of. 

trace 
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trace of integrity, fpirit, or manlinefs in the people, 
who drag out a precarious and degraded exiftence 
under this fyftem of outrage upon human nature. 
Such is the effect of the eftablifliment of a debt to 
the company, as it has hitherto been managed, 
and as it ever will remain, until ideas are adopted 
totally different from thofe which prevail at this 
time. 

Your worthy mimfters, fupporting what they 
are obliged to condemn, have thought fit to re 
new the company s old order againft contracting 
private debts in future. They begin by rewarding 
the violation of the ancient law; and then they 
gravely re-enact proviiions, of which they have 
given bounties for the breach. This inconiiftency 
has been well expofed.* But what will you fay to 
their having gone the length of giving pofitive 
directions for contracting the debt which they po- 
fitively forbid? 

I will explain myfelf. They order the nabob, 
out of the revenues of the Carnatick, to allot 
four hundred and eighty thoufand pounds a year, 
as a fund for the debts before us. For the punc 
tual payment of this annuity, they order him to 
give foiicar fccurity.f When a foucar, that is a 
money dealer, becomes fecurity for any native 
prince, the courfe is, for the native prince to coun- 

* In Mr. Fox s fpecch. 

t The amended Letter, Appendix, No. 9. 

terfecure 
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terfecure the money dealer, by making over to 
him in mortgage a portion of his territory, equal 
to the fum annually to be paid, with an intereft 
of at leaft twenty -four per cent. The point fit for 
the houfe to know is, who are thefe foucars, to 
whom this fecurity on the revenues in favour of 
the nabob s creditors is to be given ? The majo 
rity of the houfe, unaccuftomed to thefe tranfac- 
tions, will hear with aftonifliment that thefe fou 
cars are no other than the creditors themfelves. 
The minifter, not content with authorizing thefe 
tranfaclions in a manner and to an extent unhoped 
for by the rapacious expectations of ufury itfelf, 
loads the broken back of the Indian revenues, in 
favour of his worthy friends the foucars, with an 
additional twenty-four per cent, for being fecurity 
to themfelves for their own claims; for conde- 
fcending to take the country in mortgage, to pay 
to themfelves the fruits of their own extortions. 

The intereft to be paid for this fecurity, accord 
ing to the moft moderate ftrain of foucar demand, 
comes to one hundred and eighteen thoufand 
pounds a year, which added to the 480,0007. on 
which it is to accrue, will make the whole charge 
on account of thefe debts on the Carnatick reve 
nues amount to 598,0007. a year, as much as even 
a long peace will enable thofe revenues to produce^ 
Can any one reflecl: for a moment on all thofe N 
claims of debt, which the minifter exhaufts him- 

felf 
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felf in contrivances to augment with new ufuries, 
without lifting up his hands and eyes in aftonifh- 
ment of the impudence, both of the claim and of 
the adjudication? Services of fome kind or other 
thefe fervants of the company muft have done, fo 
great and eminent, that the chancellor of the ex 
chequer cannot think that all they have brought 
home is half enough. He halloos after them, 
" Gentlemen, you have forgot a large packet be- 
" hind you, in your hurry; you have not fuffi- 
ciently recovered yourfelves ; you ought to have, 
and you fhall have, intereft upon intereft, upon 
a prohibited debt that is made up of intereft 
upon intereft. Even this is too little. I have 
" thought of another character for you, by which 
" you may add fomething to your gains; you (hall 
" be fecurity to yourfelves; and hence will arife a 
" newufury, which fhall efface the memory of all 
" the ufuries fuggefted to you by your own dull 
" inventions. * 

I have done with the arrangement relative to the 
Carnatick. After this it is to little purpofe to ob- 
ferve on what the minifters have done to Tanjore. 
Your minifters have not obferved even form and 
ceremony in their outrageous and infulting rob 
bery of that country, whofe only crime has been, 
its early and conftant adherence to the power of 
this, and the fufferingof an uniform pillage in con- 
fequence of it. The debt of the company from 
VOL. IV. IT the 
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the rajah of Tanjore, is juft of the fame ftuff with 
that of the nabob of Arcot. 

The fubfidy from Tanjore, on the arrear of 
which this pretended debt (if any there be) has 
accrued to the company, is not, like that paid by 
the nabob of Arcot, a compenfation for vaft coun 
tries obtained, augmented, and preferved for him; 
not the price of pillaged treafuries, ranfacked 
houfes, and plundered territories. It is a large 
grant, from a fmall kingdom not obtained by our 
arms ; robbed, not protected by our power j a 
grant for which no equivalent was ever given, or 
pretended to be given. The right honourable gen 
tleman, however, bears witnefs in his reports to 
the punctuality of the payments of this grant of 
bounty, or, if you pleafe, of fear. It amounts to 
one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds fterling 
net annual fubfidy. He bears witnefs to a further 
grant of a town and port, with an annexed dif- 
trict of thirty thoufand pound a year, furrendered 
to the company fince the firft donation. He has 
not borne witnefs, but the facl is, (he will not 
deny it) that in the midft of war, and during the 
ruin and defolation of a confiderable part of his 
territories, this prince made many very large pay 
ments. Notwithftanding thefe merits and fervices, 
the firft regulation of miniftry is to force from him 
a territory of an extent which they have not yet 
thought proper to afcertain,* for a military peace 

* Appendix, No. 8. 
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eftabliftiment, the particulars of which they have 
not yet been pleafed to fettle. 

The next part of their arrangement is with re 
gard to war. As confeffedly this prince had no 
mare in ftirring up any of the former wars, fo all 
future wars are completely out of his power; for 
he has no troops whatever, and is under a ftipula- 
tion not fo much as to correfpond with any foreign 
ftate, except through the company. Yet, in cafe 
the company s fervants mould be again involved 
in war, or mould think proper again to provoke 
any enemy, as in times paft they have wantonly 
provoked all India, he is to be fubjecled to a new 
penalty. To what penalty ? Why, to no lefs than 
the confifcation of all his revenues. But this is 
to end with the war, and they are to be faithfully 
returned? Oh! no; nothing like it. The coun 
try is to remain under confifcation until all the 
debt which the company {hall think fit to incur in 
fuch war mall be difcharged; that is to fay, for 
ever. His fole comfort is to find his old enemy, 
the nabob of Arcot, placed in the very fame con 
dition. 

The revenues of that miferable country were, 
before the invafion of Hyder, reduced to a grofs 
annual receipt of three hundred and fixty thou- 
fcmd pound.* From this receipt the fubfidy I have 

* Mr. Petrie s evidence before the feleft committee, App. No. 7. 
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juft ftated is taken. This again, by payments in 
advance, by extorting depofits of additional fums 
to a vaft amount for the benefit of their foucars, 
and by an endlefs variety of other extortions, pub- 
lick and private, is loaded with a debt, the amount 
of which I never could afcertain, but which is 
large undoubtedly, generating an ufury the moft 
completely ruinous that probably was ever heard 
of; that is, forty-eight per cent, payable monthly , with 
compound inter eft* 

Such is the {late to which the company s fer- 
vants have reduced that country. Now come the 
reformers, reftorers, and comforters of India. 
What have they done? In addition to all thefe 
tyrannous exactions with all thefe ruinous debts 
in their train, looking to one fide of an agreement 
whilft they wilfully ihut their eyes to the other, 
they withdraw from Tanjore all the benefits of 
the treaty of 1762, and they fubject that nation 
to a perpetual tribute of forty thoufand a year to 
the nabob of Arcot; a tribute never due, or pre 
tended to be due to him, even when he appeared 
to be fomething ; a tribute, as things now ftand, 
not to a real potentate, but to a ftiadow, a dream, 
an incubus of oppreflion. After the company has 
accepted in fubfidy, in grant of territory, in re- 
miflion of rent, as a compenfation for their own 


* Appendix, No. r. 
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protection, at leaft two hundred thoufand pound 
a year, without difcounting a (hilling for that re 
ceipt, the minifters condemn this harafled nation 
. to be tributary to a perfon who is himfelf, by their 
own arrangement, deprived of the right of war 
or peace; deprived of the power of the fwordj 
forbid to keep up a fmgle regiment of foldiers j 
and is therefore wholly difabled from all protec 
tion of the country which is the object of the pre 
tended tribute. Tribute hangs on the fword. It 
is an incident infeparable from real fovereign 
power. In the prefent cafe to fuppofe its exiftence, 
is as abfurd as it is cruel and oppreffive. And here, 
Mr. Speaker, you have a clear exemplification of 
the ufe of thofe falfe names, and falfe colours, 
which the gentlemen who have lately taken pof- 
feffion of India choofe to lay on for the puipofe 
of difguifmg their plan of oppreflion. The nabob 
of Arcot, and rajah of Tanjore, have, in truth 
and fubftance, no more than a merely civil autho 
rity, held in the moft entire dependence on the 
company. The nabob, without military, without 
federal capacity, is extinguiftied as a potentate ; 
but then he is carefully kept alive as an indepen- 
.dent and fovereign power, for the purpofe of ra 
pine and extortion ; for the purpofe of perpetuat 
ing the old intrigues, animofities, ufuries, and 
corruptions. 

It was not enough that this mockery of tribute 

U 3 was 
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was to be continued without the correfpondent 
protection, or any of the ftipulated equivalents* 
but ten years of arrear, to the amount of 4oo,ooo/. 
fterling, is added to all the debts to the company, 
and to individuals, in order to create a new debt, 
to be paid (if at all poflible to be paid in whole 
or in part) only by new ufuries ; and all this for 
the nabob of Arcot, or rather for Mr. Benfield, 
and the corps of the nabob s creditors and their 
foucars. Thus thefe miferable Indian princes are 
continued in their feats, for no other purpofe than 
to render them in the firft inftance objects of every 
fpecies of extortion ; and in the fecond, to force 
them to become, for the fake of a momentary 
fhadow of reduced authority, a fort of fubordi- 
nate tyrants, the ruin and calamity, not the fa 
thers and cherifhers of their people. 

But take this tribute only as a mere charge 
(without title, caufe, or equivalent) on this people j 
what one ftep has been taken to furnifh grounds 
for a juft calculation and eftimate of the propor 
tion of the burthen and the ability ? None ; not 
an attempt at it. They do not adapt the burthen 
to the ftrength ; but they eftimate the ftrength of 
the bearers by the burthen they impofe. Then 
what care is taken to leave a fund fufficient to the 
future reproduction of the revenues that are to 
bear all thefe loads ? Every one, but tolerably 
converfant in Indian affairs, muft know that the 

exiftence 
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exiftence of this little kingdom depends on its 
control over the river Cavery. The benefits of 
heaven to any community, ought never to be con 
nected with political arrangements, or made to 
depend on the perfonal conduct of princes; in 
which the miftake, or errour, or neglect, or dif- 
trefs, or paifion of a moment on either fide, may 
bring famine on millions, and ruin an innocent 
nation perhaps for ages. The means of the fub- 
iiftence of mankind mould be as immutable as the 
laws of nature, let power and dominion take what 
courfe they may. Obferve what has been done 
with regard to this important concern. The ufe 
of this river is indeed at length given to the rajah, 
and a power provided for its enjoyment at his own 
charge , but the means of furnifhing that charge 
(and a mighty one it is) are wholly cut off. This 
ufe of the water, which ought to have no more 
connexion than clouds and rains, and funfhine, 
with the politicks of the rajah, the nabob, or the 
company, is exprefsly contrived as a means of en 
forcing demands and arrears of tribute. This hor 
rid and unnatural inftrumcnt of extortion had 
been a diftinguifhing feature in the enormities of 
the Carnatick politicks that loudly called for refor 
mation. But the food of a whole people is by the 
reformers of India conditioned on payments from 
its prince, at a moment that he is overpowered 
with a fwarm of their demands, without regard 

"U4 to 
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to the ability of either prince or people. In fine, 
by opening an avenue to the irruption of the na 
bob of Arcot s creditors and foucars, whom every 
man who did not fall in love with oppreflion and 
corruption on an experience of the calamities they 
produced, would have raifed wall before wail, 
and mound before mound, to keep from a poffibi- 
lity of entrance, a more deftructive enemy than 
Hyder Ali is introduced into that kingdom. By 
this part of their arrangement in which they efta? 
blifli a debt to the nabob of Arcot, in effect and 
fubftance, they deliver over Tanjore, bound hand 
and foot, to Paul Benfield, the old betrayer, in- 
fulter, oppreffor, and fcourge of a country, which 
has for years been an object of an unremitted, but 
unhappily an unequal flruggle, between the boun 
ties of Providence to renovate, and the wicked- 
nefs of mankind to deftroy. 

The right honourable gentleman* talks of his 
fairnefs in determining the territorial difpute be 
tween the nabob of Arcot and the prince of that 
country, when he fuperfeded the determination of 
the directors, in whom the law had vefted the de- 
cifion of that controverfy. He is in this juft as 
feeble as he is in every other part. But it is not 
neceffary to fay a word in refutation of any part 
of his argument. The mode of the proceeding 
mfficiently fpeaks the fpirit of it. It is enough to 

* Mr. Dundas. 

fix 
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fix his character as a judge that he never heard the 
directors in defence of their adjudication, nor either of 
the parties infupport of their refpeflive claims. It is 
diffident for me, that he takes from the rajah of 
Tanjore by this pretended adjudication, or rather 
from his unhappy fubjects, 4o,ooo/. a year of his 
and their revenue, and leaves upon his and their 
fhoulders all the charges that can be made on the 
part of the nabob, on the part of his creditors, and 
on the part of the company, without fo much as 
hearing him as to right or to ability. But what 
principally induces me to leave the affair of the ter 
ritorial difpute between the nabob and the rajah 
to another day, is this, that both the parties being 
ftripped of their all, it little fignifies under which 
of their names the unhappy undone people are de 
livered over to the mercilefs foucars, the allies of 
that right honourable gentleman, and the chan 
cellor of the exchequer. In them ends the ac 
count of this long difpute of the nabob of Arcot, 
and the rajah of Tanjore. 

The right honourable gentleman is of opinion, 
that his judgment in this cafe can be cenfured by 
none, but thofe who feem to act as if they were 
paid agents to one of the parties. What does he 
think of his court of directors ? If they are paid 
by either of the parties, by which of them does he 
think they are paid ? He knows that their deci- 
fion has been directly contrary to his. Shall I be 
lieve 
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lieve that it does not enter into his heart to con 
ceive, that any perfon can fteadily and actively 
intereft himfelf in the protection of the injured 
and opprefied, without being well paid for his fer- 
vice ? I have taken notice of this fort of difcourfe 
fome days ago, fo far as it may be fuppofed to 
relate to me. I then contented myfelf, as I mall 
now do, with giving it a cold, though a very di 
rect contradiction. Thus much I do from refpect 
to truth. If I did more, it might be fuppofed, by 
my anxiety to clear myfelf, that I had imbibed 
the ideas, which, for obvious reafons, the right 
honourable gentleman wiflies to have received 
concerning all attempts to plead the caufe of the 
natives of India, as if it were a difreputable em 
ployment. If he had not forgot in hisprefent oc 
cupation, every principle which ought to have 
guided him, and I hope did guide him, in his 
late profeflion, he would have known, that he 
who takes a fee for pleading the caufe of diftrefs 
againft power, and manfully pel-forms the duty 
lie has aflumed, receives an honourable recom- 
pence for a virtuous fervice. But if the right ho 
nourable gentlemen will have no regard to fact in 
Ids infinuations, or to reafon in his opinions, I 
wifti him at leaft to confider, that if taking an 
earneil part with regard to the oppreffions exer- 
vifed in India, and with regard to this moft op- 
prefiive cafe of Tanjore in particular, can ground a 

pre- 
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prefumption of interefted motives, he is himfelf 
the moft mercenary man I know. His conduct 
indeed is fuch that he is on all occafions the ftand- 
ing teftimony againft himfelf. He it was that 
firft called to that cafe the attention of the houfe: 
the reports of his own committee are ample and 
affecting upon that fubject;* and as many of us as 
have efcaped his maflacre, muft remember the very 
pathetick picture he made of the fufferings of the 
Tanjore country, on the day when he moved the 
unwieldy code of his Indian refolutions. Has he 
not ftated over and over again in his reports, the 
ill treatment of the rajah of Tanjore, (a branch of 
the royal houfe of the Marattas, every injury to 
whom the Marattas felt as offered to themfelves) 
as a main caufe of the alienation of that people 
from the Britifh power? And does he now think, 
that to betray his principles, to contradict his de 
clarations, and to become himfelf an active inftru- 
ment in thofe oppreflions which he had fo tragi 
cally lamented, is the way to clear himfelf of hav 
ing been actuated by a pecuniary intereft, at the 
time when he chofe to appear full of tendernefs to 
that ruined nation? 

The right honourable gentleman is fond of pa 
rading on the motives of others, and on his own. 

* See Report IV. Committee of Secrecy, p. 73, and 74; and 
Appendix in fundry places 

As 
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to himfelf, he defpifes the imputations of thofe As 
who fuppofe that any thing corrupt could influ 
ence him in this his unexampled liberality of the 
publick treafure. I do not know that I am obliged 
to fpeak to the motives of miniftry, in the ar 
rangements they have made of the pretended debts 
:of Arcot and Tanjore. If I prove fraud and col- 
lufion with regard to publick money on thofe right 
honourable gentlemen, I am not obliged to affign 
their motives; becaufe no good motives can be 
pleaded in favour of their conduct. Upon that 
cafe I Hand; we are at iffue; and I defire to go to 
trial. This, I am fure, is not loofe railing, or 
mean insinuation, according to their low and de 
generate fafliion, when they make attacks on the 
meafures of their adverfaries. It is a regular and 
juridical courfej and, unlefs I choofe it, nothing 
can compel me to go further. 

But fince thefe unhappy gentlemen have dared 
to hold a lofty tone about their motives, and af 
fect to defpife fufpicion, inftead of being careful 
not to give caufe for it, I mall beg leave to lay be 
fore you fome general obfervations on what, I con 
ceive, was their duty in fo delicate a bufmefs. 

If I were worthy to fugged any line of pru 
dence to that right honourable gentleman, I would 
tell him, that the way to avoid fufpicion in the 
fettlement of pecuniary tranfactions, in which 
great frauds have been very ftrongly prefumed, 

is. 
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is, to attend to thefe few plain principles : Firft, 
to hear all parties equally, and not the managers 
for the fufpected claimants only. Not to proceed 
in the dark; but to act with as much publicity as 
poflible. Not to precipitate decifion To be reli 
gious in following the rules prefcribed in the com- 
miflion under which we act. And, laftly, and 
above all, not to be fond of {training conftruc- 
tions, to force a jurifdiction, and to draw to our- 
felves the management of a truft in its nature in 
vidious and obnoxious to fufpicion, where the 
plaineft letter of the law does not compel it. If 
thefe few plain rules are obferved, no corruption 
ought to be fufpeded; if any of them are vio 
lated, fufpicion will attach in proportion. If all 
of them are violated, a corrupt motive of fome 
kind or other will not only be fufpected, but mull 
be violently prefumed. 

The perfons in whofe favour all thefe rules have 
been violated, and the conduct of minifters to 
wards them, will naturally call for your confidera- 
tion, and will ferve to lead you through a feries 
and combination of facts and characters, if I do 
not miftake, into the very inmoft recefles of this 
myfterious bufmefs. You will then be in poflef- 
fion of all the materials on which the principles of 
found jurifprudence will found, or will reject the 
prefumption of corrupt motives ; or if fuch mo 
tives are indicated, will point out to you of what 
particular nature the corruption is. 

Our 
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Our wonderful minifter, as you all know, form 
ed a new plan, a plan infigne recent indicium ore alia, 
a plan for fupporting the freedom of our conftitu- 
tion by court intrigues, and for removing its cor 
ruptions by Indian delinquency. To carry that 
bold paradoxical defign into execution, fulficient 
funds and apt inftruments became necefiary. You 
are perfectly fenfible that a parliamentary reform 
occupies his thoughts day and night, as an effen- 
tial member in this extraordinary project. In his 
anxious refearches upon this fubjecl, natural in- 
ftincl:, as well as found policy, would direct his 
eyes, and fettle his choice on Paul Benfield. Paul 
Benfield is the grand parliamentary reformer, the 
reformer to whom the whole choir of reformers, 
bow, and to whom even the right honourable 
gentleman himfelf muft yield the palm : For what 
region in the empire, what city, what borough, 
what county, what tribunal, in this kingdom, is 
not full of his labours ? Others have been only 
fpeculatorsj he is the grand practical reformer ; 
and whilft the chancellor of the exchequer pledges 
in vain the man and the minifter, to increafe the 
provincial members, Mr. Benfield has aufpicioufly 
and practically begun it. Leaving far behind him 
even lord Camelford s generous defign of beftow- 
ing Old Sarum on the bank of England, Mr. Ben- 
field has thrown in the borough of Cricklade to 
reinforce the county reprefentation. Not content 
with this, in order to ftation a fteady phalanx for 

all 
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all future reforms, this publick-fpirited ufurer, 
amidil his charitable toils for the relief of India, 
did not forget the poor rotten conftitution of his 
native country. For her, he did not difdain to 
(loop to the trade pf a wholefale upholfterer for 
this houfe, to furnifh it, not with the faded tape- 
ftry figures of antiquated merit, fuch as decorate, 
and may reproach fome other houfes, but with 
real, folid, living patterns of true modern virtue. 
Paul Benfield made (reckoning himfelf) no fewer 
than eight members in the laft parliament. What 
copious ftreams of pure blood muft he not have 
transfufed into the veins of the prefent! 

But what is even more ftriking than the real 
fervices of this new-imported patriot, is his mo- 
defty. As foon as he had conferred this benefit 
on the conftitution, he withdrew himfelf from 
our applaufe. He conceived that the duties of a 
member of parliament (which with the elect faith 
ful, the true believers, the Iflam of parliamentary 
reform, are of little or no merit, perhaps not 
much better than fpecious fins) might be as well 
attended to in India as in England, and the means 
of reformation to parliament itfelf, be far better 
provided. Mr. Benfield was therefore no fooner 
elected, than he fet off for Madras, and defrauded 
the longing eyes of parliament. We have never 
enjoyed in this houfe the luxury of beholding that 
minion of the human race, and contemplating 

that 
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that vifage, which has fo long reflected the hap- 
pinefs of nations". 

It was therefore not poffible for the minifter to 
confult perfonally with this great man. What 
then was he to do ? Through a fagacity that never 
failed him in thefe purfuits, he found out in Mr. 
Benfield s reprefentative, his exact refemblance. 
A fpecifick attraction by which he gravitates to 
wards all fuch characters, foon brought our minif 
ter into a clofe connection with Mr. Ben field s 
agent and attorney; that is, with the grand con 
tractor (whom I name to honour) Mr. Richard 
Atkinfon ; a name that will be well remembered 
as long as the records of this houfe, as long as the 
records of the Britifti treafury, as long as the mo 
numental debt of England mall endure. 

This gentleman, Sir, acts as attorney for Mr. 
Paul Benfield. Every one who hears me, is well 
acquainted with the facred friendship, and the 
fteady mutual attachment that fubfifts between 
him and the prefent minifter. As many mem 
bers as chofe to attend in the firft feilion of this 
parliament, can beft tell their own feelings at the 
fcenes which were then acted. How much that 
honourable gentleman was confulted in the origi 
nal frame and fabrick of the bill, commonly called 
Mr. Pitt s India bill, is matter only of conjecture j 
though by no means difficult to divine. But the 
publick was an indignant witnefs of the oftenta- 

tion 
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tion with which the meafure was made his own, 
and the authority with which he brought up 
claufe after claufe, to ftuff and fatten the ranknefs 
of that corrupt act. As fail as the claufes were 
brought up to the table they were accepted. No 
hefitation ; no difcuffion. They were received by 
the new minifter, not with approbation, but with 
implicit fubmiffion. The reformation may be ef- 
timated by feeing who was the reformer. Paul 
Benfield s affociate and agent was held up to the 
world as legiflator of Indoftan. But it was necef- 
fary to authenticate the coalition between the men 
of intrigue in India, and the minifter of intrigue 
in England, by a ftudied difplay of the power of 
this their connecting link. Every truft, every 
honour, every diftinclion, was to be heaped upon 
him. He was at once made a director of the India 
company; made an alderman of London; and to 
be made, if miniftry could prevail (and I am forry 
to fay how near,- how very near they were pre 
vailing), reprefentative of the capital of this king 
dom. But to fecure his fervices againft all rifk, 
he was brought in for a minifterial borough. On 
his part, he was not wanting in zeal for the com 
mon caufe. His advertifements mew his motives, 
and the merits upon which he ftood. For your 
minifter, this worn-out veteran fubmitted to enter 
into thedufty field of the London conteft; and 
you all remember, that in the fame virtuous caufe 
VOL. IV. X he 
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he fubmitted to keep a fort of publick office or 
counting-houfe, where the whole bulinefs of the 
laft general election was managed. It was openly 
managed by the direct agent and attorney of Ben- 
field. It was managed upon India principles, 
and for an Indian intereft. This was the golden 
cup of abominations ; this the chalice of the for 
nications of rapine, ufury, and oppreffion, which 
was held out by the gorgeous eaftern harlot ; which 
fo many of the people, fo many of the nobles of 
this land had drained to the very dregs. Do 
you think that no reckoning was to follow this 
lewd debauch? that no payment was to be de 
manded for this riot of publick drunkennefs and 
national proftitution? Here! you have it here be 
fore you. The principal of the grand election 
manager muft be indemnified; accordingly the 
claims of Benfield and his crew muft be put above 
all inquiry. 

For feveral years, Benfield appeared as the chief 
proprietor, as well as the chief agent, director, 
and controller, of this fyftem of debt. The worthy, 
chairman of the company has ftated the claims of 
this fingle gentleman on the nabob of Arcot, as 
amounting to five hundred thoufand pound.* 
Poflibly at the time of the chairman s ftate they 
might have been as high. Eight hundred thou 
fand pound had been mentioned fome time be- 

* Mr. Smith s proteft. 

fore ; 
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fore;* and according to the practice of fliifting the 
names of creditors in thefe tranfactions, and re 
ducing or railing the debt itfelf at pleafure, I 
think it not impoffible, that at one period, the 
name of Benfield might have flood before thofe 
frightful figures. But my beft information goes 
to fix his {hare no higher than four hundred 
thoufand pounds. By the fcheme of the prefent 
miniftry for adding to the principal twelve per 
cent, from the year 1777 to the year 1781, 
four hundred thoufand pounds, that fmalleft of 
the fums ever mentioned for Mr. Benfield, will 
form a capital of 592,0007. at fix per cent. Thus, 
befides the arrears of three years, amounting to 
106,5007. (which, as faft as received, may be le 
gally lent out at twelve per cent.) Benfield has 
received by the minifterial grant before you, an 
annuity of 35,5207. a year, charged on the publick 
revenues. 

Our mirror of minifters of finance, did not 
think this enough for the fervices of fuch a friend 
as Benfield. He found that lord Macartney, in 
order to frighten the court of directors from the 
project of obliging the nabob to give foucar fe- 
curity for his debt, affured them, that if they 
fliould take that ftep, Benfield f would infallibly 
be the foucar ; and would thereby become the 

* Madras correfpondence gn this fubje&lt;ft. 
f Appendix, No. 6. 

X 2 entire 
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entire matter of the Carnatick. What lord Macart 
ney thought fufficient to deter the very agents and 
partakers with Benfield in his iniquities, was the 
inducement to the two right honourable gentle 
men to order this very foucar fecurity to be given, 
and to recal Benfield to the city of Madras, from 
the fort of decent exile, into which he had been 
relegated by lord Macartney. You muft there 
fore coniider Benfield, as foucar fecurity for 
48o,ooo/. a year, which at twenty-four per cent. 
(fuppofing him contented with that profit) will, 
with the intereft of his old debt, produce an an 
nual income of 149,5207. a year. 

Here is a fpecimen of the new arid pure arifto- 
cracy created by the right honourable gentleman,* 
as the fupport of the crown and conftitution, 
againft the old, corrupt, refractory, natural inte- 
refts of this kingdom; and this is the grand coun- 
terpoife againft all odious coalitions of thefe inte- 
refts. A iingle Benfield outweighs them all; a 
criminal, who long fince ought to have fattened 
the region kites with his offal, is, by his majefty s 
minifters, enthroned in the government of a great 
kingdom, and enfeoffed with an eftate, which in 
the comparifon effaces the fplendour of all the no 
bility of Europe. To bring a little more diftinctly 
into view the true fecret of this dark tranfaclion, 

* Right honourable William Pitt. 

I beg 



NABOB OF ARGOT S DEBTS. 309 

I beg you particularly to advert to the circum- 
ftances which I am going to place before you. 

The general corps of creditors, as well as Mr. 
Benfield himfelf, not looking well into futurity, 
nor prefaging the minifter of this day, thought it 
not expedient for their common intereft, that fuch 
a name as his mould ftand at the head of their lift. 
It was therefore agreed amongft them, that Mr. 
Benfield fhould difappear by making over his debt 
to Meffrs. Taylor, Majendie, and Call, and mould 
in return be fecured by their bond. 

The debt thus exonerated of fo great a weight 
of its odium, and other wife reduced from its 
alarming bulk, the agents thought they might 
venture to print a lift of the creditors. This was 
done for the firft time in the year 1783, during 
the duke of Portland s adminiftration. In this 
lift the name of Benfield was not to be feen. To 
this ftrong negative teftimony was added the 
further teftimony of the nabob of Arcot. That 
prince * (or rather Mr. Benfield for him) writes 
to the court of directors a letter f full of com 
plaints and accufations againft lord Macartney, 

* Appendix, Xo. 10. 

t Dated 1 3th Oftober. For further illuftration of the ftyle 
in which thefe letters were written, and the principles on which 
they proceed, fee letters from the nabob to the court of direc 
tors, dated Augult i6th, and September ;th, 1783, delivered by 
Mr. James Macphcrlbn, minifter to the nabob, January 1410, 
1784. Appendix, No. 10. 

X 3 conveyed 
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conveyed in fuch terms as were natural for one of 
Mr. Benfield s habits and education to employ. 
Amongft the reft he is made to complain of his 
lordfhip s endeavouring to prevent an intercourfe 
of politenefs and fentiment between him and Mr. 
Benfield; and to aggravate the affront, he ex- 
prefsly declares Mr. Benfield s vifits to be only 
on account of refpecl and of gratitude, as no pe 
cuniary tranfaction fubfifted between them. 

Such, for a confiderable fpace of time, was the 
outward form of the loan of 1777, in which Mr. 
Benfield had no fort of concern. At length in 
telligence arrived at Madras, that this debt, which 
had always been renounced by the court of direc 
tors, was rather like to become the fubjecl; of fome- 
thing more like a criminal inquiry, than of any 
patronage or fanclion from parliament. Every fliip 
brought accounts, one ftronger than the other, 
of the prevalence of the determined enemies of 
the Indian fyftem. The publick revenues became 
an object defperate to the hopes of Mr. Benfield ; 
he therefore refolved to fall upon his affociates, 
and, in violation of that faith which fubfifts among 
thofe who have abandoned all other, commences 
a fuit in the mayor s court againft Taylor, Majen- 
die, and Call, for the bond given to him, when 
he agreed to difappear for his own benefit as well as 
that of the common concern. The aflignees of his 
debt, who little expected the fpringing of this mine, 

even 
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even from fuch an engineer as Mr. Benfield, after 
recovering their fir ft alarm, thought it beft to take 
ground on the real ftate of the tranfaction. They 
divulged the whole myftery, and were prepared 
to plead that they had never received from Mr. 
Benfield any other confideration for the bond, 
than a transfer, in truft for himfelf, of his demand 
on the nabob of Arcot. An univerfal indignation 
arofe againft the perfidy of Mr. Benfield s proceed 
ing: the event of the fuit was looked upon as fo 
certain, that Benfield was compelled to retreat as 
precipitately as he had advanced boldly; he gave 
up his bond, and was reinftated in his original 
demand, to wait the fortune of other claimants. 
At that time, and at Madras, this hope was dull 
indeed ; but at home another fcene was preparing. 
It was long before any publick account of this 
difcovery at Madras had arrived in England, that 
the prefent minifter and his board of control, 
thought fit to determine on the debt of 1777. 
The recorded proceedings at this time knew no 
thing of any debt to Benfield. There was his 
own teftimony; there was the teftimony of the 
lift; there was the teftimony of the nabob of Ar 
cot againft it. Yet fuch was the minifters feeling 
of the true fecret of this tranfaclion, that they 
thought proper, in the teeth of all thefe teftimo- 
nies, to give him licence to return to Madras. 
Here the minifters were under fome embarrafT- 

X 4 ment. 
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ment. Confounded between their refolution of 
rewarding the good fervices of Benfield s friends 
and aflbciates in England, and the fliame of fend 
ing that notorious incendiary to the court of the 
nabob of Arcot, to renew his intrigues againft the 
Britifli government, at the time they authorize 
his return, they forbid him under the fevereft 
penalties, from any converfation with the nabob 
or his minifters; that is, they forbid his commu 
nication with the very perfon on account of his 
dealings with whom they permit his return to 
that city. To overtop this contradiction, there 
is not a word reftraining him from the freeft in- 
tercourfe with the nabob s fecond fon, the real 
author of all that is done in the nabob s name; 
who, in conjunction with this very Benfield, has 
acquired an abfolute dominion over that unhappy 
man, is able to perfuade him to put his fignature 
to whatever paper they pleafe, and often without 
any communication of the contents. This ma 
nagement was detailed to them at full length by 
lord Macartney, and they cannot pretend igno 
rance of it.* 

I believe, after this expofure of facts, no man 
can entertain a doubt of the collufion of minifters 
with the corrupt intereft of the delinquents in In 
dia. Whenever thofe in authority provide for the 
intereft of any perfon, on the real but concealed 

* Appendix, No. 6. 

ftatc 
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itate of his affairs, without regard to his avowed, 
publick, and oftenfible pretences, it muft be pre- 
fumed that they are in confederacy with him, be- 
caufe they act for him on the fame fraudulent 
principles on which he acts for himfelf. It is plain, 
that the minifters were fully apprifed of Benfield s 
real fituation, which he had ufed means to con 
ceal, whilft concealment anfwered his purpofes. 
They were, or the perfon on whom they relied 
was, of the cabinet council of Benfield, in the very 
depth of all his myfteries. An honeft magiftrate 
compels men to abide by one ftory. An equi 
table judge would not hear of the claim of a man 
who had himfelf thought proper to renounce it. 
With fuch a judge his muffling and prevarication 
would have damned his claims; fuch a judge 
never would have known, but in order to animad 
vert upon proceedings of that character. 

I have thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I 
think with fuilicient clearnefs, the connection of 
the minifters with Mr. Atkinfon at the general 
election ; I have laid open to you the connection 
of Atkinfon with Benfield ; I have fhewn Benfield s 
employment of his wealth, in creating a parlia 
mentary intereft, to procure a minifterial protec 
tion ; I have fet before your eyes his large con 
cern in the debt, his practices to hide that con 
cern from the publick eye, and the liberal protec 
tion which he has received from the minifter. If 

this 
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this chain of circumftances does not lead you nece 
farily to conclude that the minifter has paid to the 
avarice of Benfield the fervices done by Ben field s 
connections to his ambition, I do not know any 
thing fhort of the confeflion of the party that can 
perfuade you of his guilt. Clandeftine and collu- 
five practice can only be traced by combination 
and comparifon of circumftances. To reject fuch 
combination and comparifon is to reject the only 
means of detecting fraud ; it is indeed to give it 
a patent and free licence to cheat with impunity. 

I confine myfelf to the connection of minifters, 
mediately or immediately, with only two perfons 
concerned in this debt. How many others, who 
fupport their power and greatnefs within and with 
out doors, are concerned originally, or by tranf- 
fers of thefe debts, muft be left to general opi 
nion. I refer to the reports of the felect com 
mittee for the proceedings of fome of the agents 
in thefe affairs, and their attempts, at leaft, to fur- 
nHh minifters with the means of buying general 
courts, and even whole parliaments, in the grofs*. 

I know that the minifters will think it little lefs 
than acquittal, that they are not charged with 
having taken to themfelves fome part of the mo 
ney of which they have made fo liberal a donation 
to their partifans, though the charge may be in- 
difputably fixed upon the corruption of their po- 

* Second Report of Seleft (General Smith s) Committee. 

liticks- 
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liticks. For my part, I follow their crimes to 
that point to which legal prefumptions and natu 
ral indications lead me, without confidering what 
fpecies of evil motive tends moft to aggravate or 
to extenuate the guilt of their conduct. But if I 
am to fpeak my private fentiments, I think that 
in a thoufand cafes for one it would be far lefs mif- 
chievous to the publick, and full as little difho- 
nourable to themfelves to be polluted with direct 
bribery, than thus to become a {landing auxiliary 
to the oppreflion, ufury, and peculation of multi 
tudes, in order to obtain a corrupt fupport to 
their power. It is by bribing, not fo often by 
being bribed, that wicked politicians bring ruin 
on mankind. Avarice is a rival to the purfuits 
of many. It finds a multitude of checks, and 
many oppofers, in every walk of life. But the 
objects of ambition are for the few; and every 
perfon who aims at indirect profit, and therefore 
wants other protection than innocence and law, 
inftead of its rival becomes its inftrument. There 
is a natural allegiance and fealty due to this domi 
neering paramount evil, from all the vaflal vices, 
which acknowledge its fuperiority, and readily 
militate under its banners ; and it is under that 
difcipline alone that avarice is able to fpread to 
any confiderable extent, or to render itfelf a gene- 
ral publick mifchief. It is therefore no apology for 
minifters, that they have not been bought by the 

Eaft 
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Eaft India delinquents, but that they have only 
formed an alliance with them for fcreening each 
other from juftice, according to the exigence of 
their feveral neceffities. That they have done fo 
is evident; and the junction of the power of office 
in England, with the abufe of authority in the 
eaft, has not only prevented even the appearance 
of redrefs to the grievances of India, but I wifli it 
may not be found to have dulled, if not extin- 
guifhed, the honour, the candour, the generofity, 
the good nature, which ufed formerly to charac 
terize the people of England. I confefs, I wifh that 
fome more feeling than I have yet obferved for 
the fufFerings of our fellow-creatures and fellow- 
fubjefts in that oppreffed part of the world, had 
manifefted itfelf in any one quarter of the kingdom, 
or in any one large defcription of men. 

That thefe oppreffions exift, is r. fact no more 
denied, than it is refented as it ought to be. 
Much evil has been done in India under the Britilh 
authority. What has been done to redrefs it? 
We are no longer furprifed at any thing. We 
are above the unlearned and vulgar paffion of ad 
miration. But it will aftonilh pofterity, when they 
read our opinions in our aciions, that after years 
of inquiry we have found out that the fole grie 
vance of India confifted in this, that the fervants 
of the company there had not profited enough of 
their opportunities, nor drained it fufficiently of 

its 
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its treafures ; when they (hall hear that the very 
firft and only important ad of a commifiion fpe- 
cially named by act of parliament, is to charge 
upon an undone country, in favour of a handful 
of men in the humbled ranks of the publick fer- 
vice, the enormous fum of perhaps four millions 
of flerling money. 

It is difficult for the moil wife and upright go 
vernment to correct the abufes of remote delegated 
power, productive of unmeafured wealth, and pro 
tected by the boldnefs and ftrength of the fame 
ill-got riches. Thefe abufes, full of their own wild 
native vigour, will grow and flourifh under mere 
neglect. But where the fupreme authority, not 
content with winking at the rapacity of its infe- 
riour inftruments, is fo fhamelefs and corrupt as 
openly to give bounties and premiums for diibbe- 
dience to its laws ; when it will not truft to the 
activity of avarice in the purfuit of its own gains; 
when it fecures publick robbery by all the careful 
jealoufy and attention with which it ought to pro 
tect property from fuch violence ; the common 
wealth then is become totally perverted from its 
purpofes; neither God nor man will long endure 
it; nor will it long endure itfelf. In that cafe, 
there is an unnatural infection, a peftiiential taint 
fermenting in the conftitution of fociety, which 
fever and convulfions of fome kind or other muft 
throw off; or in which the vital powers, worfted 

in 
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in an unequal ftruggle, are puflied back upon 
themfelves, and by a reverfal of their whole func 
tions, fefter to gangrene, to death ; and inftead of 
what was but juft now the delight and boaft of 
the creation, there will be caft out in the face of 
the fun, a bloated, putrid, noifome carcafs, full of 
ftench and poifon, an offence, a horrour, a leffon 
to the world. 

In my opinion, we ought not to wait for the 
fruitlefs inftruftion of calamity to inquire into the 
abufes which bring upon us ruin in the worft of 
its forms, in the lofs of our fame and virtue. But 
the right honourable gentleman* fays, in anfwer 
to all the powerful arguments of my honourable 
friend " that this inquiry is of a delicate nature, 

and that the ftate will fuffer detriment by the 

expofure of this tranfaftion." But it is expofed; 
it is perfectly known in every member, in every 
particle, and in every way, except that which may 
lead to a remedy. He knows that the papers of 
correfpondence are printed, and that they are in 
every hand. 

He and delicacy are a rare and a fingular coali 
tion. He thinks that to divulge our Indian poli 
ticks, may be highly dangerous. He! the mover! 
the chairman! the reporter of the committee of 
fecrecy ! he that brought forth in the utmoft de 
tail, in feveral vaft, printed folios, the moft recon- 

* Mr. Dundas. 
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dite parts of the politicks, the military, the re 
venues of the Britiih empire in India ! With fix 
great chopping baftards,* each as lufty as an in 
fant Hercules, this delicate creature blufties at the 
fight of his new bridegroom, afiumes a virgin de 
licacy; or, to ufe a more fit, as well as a more 
poetick comparifon, the perfon fo fqueamifh, fo 
timid, fo trembling left the winds of heaven mould 
vifit too roughly, is expanded to broad funlhine, 
expofed like the fow of imperial augury, lying in 
the mud with all the prodigies of her fertility 
about her, as evidence of her delicate amours 
Triginta capitum feet us enixa jacebat, alba f oh r ecu- 
bans albi circum ubera nati, 

Whilft difcovery of the mifgovernment of others 
led to his own power, it was wife to inquire ; it 
was fafe to publifli : there was then no delicacy ; 
there was then no danger. But when his object 
is obtained, and in his imitation he has outdone the 
crimes that he had reprobated in volumes of re 
ports, and in meets of bills of pains and penalties; 
then concealment becomes prudence; and it con 
cerns the fafety of the ftate, that we mould not 
know, in a mode of parliamentary cognizance, 
what all the world knows but too well, that is, in 
what manner he choofes to difpofe of the publick 
revenues to the creatures of his politicks. 

* Six Reports of the Committee of Secrecy. 

The 



SPEECH ON THE 

The debate has been long, and as much fo on 
my part, at leaft, as on the part of thofe who have 
fpoken before me. But long as it is, the more ma 
terial half of the fubjeci: has hardly been touched 
on ; that is, the corrupt and deftructive fyftem to 
which this debt has been rendered fubfervient, and 
which feems to be purfued with at leaft as much 
vigour and regularity as ever. If I confidered 
your eafe or my own, rather than the weight and 
importance of this queftion, I ought to make fome 
apology to you, perhaps fome apology to myfelf, 
for having detained your attention fo long. I 
know on what ground I tread. This fubjeci:, at 
one time taken up with fo much fervour and zeal, 
is no longer a favourite in this houfe. The houfe 
itfelf has undergone a great and iignal revolution. 
To fome the fubjecl is ftrange and uncouth ; to fe- 
veral harfli and diftaftefulj to the reliques of the 
laft parliament it is a matter of fear and apprehen- 
fion. It is natural for thofe who have feen their 
friends fink in the tornado which raged during 
the late fliift of the monfoon, and have hardly ef- 
caped on the planks of the general wreck, it is but 
too natural for them, as foon as they make the 
rocks and quickfands of their former difafters, to 
put about their new-built barks, and, as much as 
poffible, to keep aloof from this perilous lee more. 

But let us do what we pleafe to put India from 
our thoughts, we can do nothing to feparate it 

from 



NABOB OF ARGOT S DEBTS. 321 

from our publick intereft and our national repu 
tation. Our attempts to baniih this importunate 
duty, will only make it return upon us again and 
again, and every time in a fhape more unpleafant 
than the former. A government has been fabri 
cated for that great province; the right honour 
able gentleman fays, that therefore you ought not 
to examine into its conduct. Heavens ! what an 
argument is this! We are not to examine into the 
conduct of the direction, becaufe it is an old go 
vernment: we are not to examine into this board 
of control, becaufe it is a new one. Then we are 
only to examine into the conduct of thofe who 
have no conduct to account for. Unfortunately 
the balls of this new government has been laid on 
old condemned delinquents, and its fuperftructure 
is raifed out of profecutors turned into protectors. 
The event has been fuch as might be expected. 
But if it had been otherwife conftituted; had it 
been conftituted even as I wifhed, and as the mover 
of this queftion had planned, the better part of the 
propofed eftabliihment was in the publicity of its 
proceedings; in its perpetual refponiibility to par 
liament. Without this check, what is our govern 
ment at home, even awed, as every European go 
vernment is, by an audience formed of the other 
ftates of Europe, by the applaufe or condemnation 
of the difcerning and critical company before 
which it acts? But if the fcene on the other fide of 
VOL. IV. Y the 
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the globe, which tempts, invites, almoft compels 
to tyranny and rapine, be not infpecled with the 
eye of a fevere and unremitting vigilance, fliame 
and deftruction muft enfue. For one, the worft 
event of this day, though it may deject, fhall not 
break or fubdue me. The call upon us is authori 
tative. Let who will ihrink back, I fhall be found 
at my poft. Baffled, difcountenanced, fubdued, 
difcredited, as the caufe of juftice and humanity is, 
it will be only the dearer to me. Whoever there 
fore fhall at any time bring before you any thing 
towards the relief of our diftrefled fellow-citizens 
in India, and towards a fubverfion of the prefent 
moft corrupt and oppreffive fyftem for its govern 
ment, in me fhall find, a weak, I am afraid, but a 
tteady, earneft, and faithful afliftant. 
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No. I. 

/ 

CLAUSES OF MR. PITT s BILL. 

Referred to from p. 202. 

* 
Appointing Commiflioners to inquire into the fees, 

gratuities, perquifites, emoluments, which are, 
or have been lately, received in the feveral pub- 
lick offices therein mentioned; to examine into 
any abufes which may exift in the fame, &c. 

AND be it further enacted, that it ihall and 
may be lawful to and for the faid commif- 
fioners, or any two of them, and they are hereby 
impowered, authorized, and required, to examine 
upon oath (which oath they, or any two of them, 
are hereby authorized to adminifter) the feveral 
perfons, of all defcriptions, belonging to any of 
the offices or departments before mentioned, and 
all other perfons whom the faid commiffioners, or 
any two of them, {hall think fit to examine, 
touching the bufmefs of each office or department, 

Y 2 and 
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and the fees, gratuities, perquifites, and emoluments 
taken therein, and touching all other matters and 
things neceffary for the execution of the powers 
veiled in the faid commiffioners by this act; all 
which perfons are hereby required and directed 
punctually to attend the faid commiffioners, at 
fuch time and place as they, or any two of them,Jhall 
appoint, and alfo to obfer-ve and execute fuch orders 
and directions as the faid commiffioners, or any 
two of them, fliall make or give for the purpofes 
before mentioned. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, 
that the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, 
mail be, and are hereby impowered to examine 
into any corrupt and fraudulent practices, or 
other mifconduct, committed by any perfon or 
perfons concerned in the management of any of 
the offices or departments hereinbefore mention 
ed: and, for the better execution of this prefent 
act, the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, are 
hereby authorized to meet and fit, from time to time, in 
fuch place or places as they fhallfnd moft convenient, 
with or without adjournment, and to fend their pre 
cept or precepts, under their hands and feals,for any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever, and for fuch books, pa 
pers, writings, or records, as they Jhall judge neceffary 
for their information, relating to any of the offices or 
departments hereinbefore mentioned ; and all bailiffs, 
con/table, Jheriffs, and other his majeftfs officers, are 

hereby 
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hereby required to obey and execute fuch orders and 
precepts aforefaid, as Jhall be fent to them or any of 
them by the faid commijjioners^ or any two of them, 
touching the prcmifes. 
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Referred to from p. 208. 



NABOB OF ARGOT S DEBTS. 



MR. GEORGE SMITH being afked, Whether 
the debts of the nabob of Arcot have increafed 
fmce he knew Madras? he faid, Yes, they have. 
He diftinguifties his debts into two forts ; thofe 
contracted before the year 1766, and thofe con- 
traded from that year to the year in which he left 
Madras. Being afked, What he thinks is the ori 
ginal amount of the old debts? he faid, Between 
twenty-three and twenty-four lacks of pagodas, as 
well as he can recollect. Being afked, What was 
the amount of that debt when he left Madras? he 
faid, Between four and five lacks of pagodas, as 

he underftood. Being afked, What was the 

amount of the new debt when he left Madras ? 
he faid, In November, 1777, that debt amounted, 
according to the nabob s own account, and pub- 

Y 3 limed 
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liflied at Chipauk, his place of refidence, to fixty 
lacks of pagodas, independent of the old debt, 
on which debt of lixty lacks of pagodas, the na 
bob did agree to pay an intereft of twelve per cent, 
per annum. Being afked, Whether this debt was 
approved of by the court of directors? he faid, 
He does not know it was. Being afked, Whether 
the old debt was recognifed by the court of direc 
tors? he faid, Yes, it has been; and the court of 
directors have fent out repeated orders to the pre- 
fident and council of Madras, to enforce its reco 
very and payment. Being afked, If the intereft 
upon the new debt is punctually paid? he faid, It 
was not during his refidence at Madras, from 1777 
to 1779, in which period he thinks no more than 
five per cent, intereft was paid, in different divi 
dends of two and one per cent. Being afked, 
What is the ufual courfe taken by the nabob, con 
cerning the arrears of intereft? he faid, Not having 
ever lent him monies himfelf, he cannot fully an- 
fwer as to the mode of fettling the intereft with 
him. 

Being afked, Whether he has reafon to believe 
the fixty lacks of pagodas was all principal money 
really and truly advanced to the nabob of Arcot, 
or a fictitious capital, made up of obligations given 
by him, where no money or goods were received, 
or which was increafed by the uniting into it a 
greater intereft than the 1 2 per cent, expreffed to 

be 
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be due on the capital ?&lt;he faid, He has no reafon 
to believe that the fum of fixty lacks of pagodas 
was lent in money or goods to the nabob, becaufe 
that fum he thinks is of more value than all the 
money, goods, and chattels in the fettlement ; but 
he does not know in what mode or manner this 
debt of the nabob s was incurred or accumulated. 
Being afked, Whether it was not a general and 
well-grounded opinion at Madras, that a great part 
of this fum was accumulated by obligations, and 
was for fervices performed or to be performed 
for the nabob ? he faid, He has heard that a part 
of this debt was given for the purpofes mentioned 
in the above queftion, but he does not know that 
it was fo. Being afked, Whether it was the ge 
neral opinion of the fettlement ? he faid, He can 
not fay that it was the general opinion, but it was 
the opinion of a confiderable part of the fettle 
ment. Being afked, Whether it was the declared 
opinion of thofe that were concerned in the debt, 
or thofe that were not r he fajd, It was the opinion 
of both parties, at leaft fucli of them as he con- 
verfed with. Being afked, Whether he has reafon 
to believe that the intercfl really paid by the na 
bob, upon obligations given, or money lent, did 
not frequently exceed iz per cent.? he faid, Prior 
to the firft of Auguft 1774, he had had reafofi to 
believe, that a higher interefl than 12 per cent, 
was paid by the nabob on monies lent to him ; 

Y 4 but 
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but from and after that period, when the laft act 
of parliament took place in India, he does not 
know that more than 1 2 per cent, had been paid 
by the nabob, or received from him. Being afk- 
ed, Whether it is not his opinion, that the nabob 
has paid more than 1 2 per cent, for money due 
fmce the ift of Auguft 1774? he faid,He has heard 
that he has, but he does not know it. Being 
afked, Whether he has been told fo by any confi- 
derable and weighty authority, that was like to 
know? he faid, He has been fo informed by per- 
fons who he believes had a very good opportu 
nity of knowing it. Being afked, Whether he was 
ever told fo by the nabob of Arcot himfelf ? he 
faid, He does not recollect that the nabob of Arcot 
directly told him fo, but from what he faid, he 
did infer that he paid a higher intereft than 1 2 
per cent. 

Mr. Smith being alked, Whether, in the courfe 
of trade, he ever fold any thing to the nabob of 
Arcot? he faid, In the year 1775 he did fell to the 
nabob of Arcot pearls to the amount of 32,500 
pagodas, for which the nabob gave him an order 
pr tankah on the country of Tanjore, payable iri 
fix months, without intereft. Being afked, Whe 
ther, at the time he afked the nabob his price for 
the pearls, the nabob beat down that price, as 
dealers commonly do? he faid, No ; fo far from 
it, he offered him more than he afked by i ,000 

pagodas, 




TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 329 

pagodas, and which he rejected. Being afked, 
Whether in fettling a tranfaftion of difcount with 
the nabob s agent, he was not offered a greater 
difcount than 1 2!. per cent, he faid, In difcounting 
a foucar s bill for 1,80,000 pagodas, the nabob s 
agent did offer him a difcount of 24 per cent, per 
annum, faying, that it was the ufual rate of dif 
count paid by the nabob ; but which he would 
not accept of, thinking himfelf confined by the 
act of parliament limiting the intereft of monies 
to 1 2 per cent, and accordingly he difcounted the 
bill at 1 2 per cent, per annum only. Being afked, 
Whether he does not think thofe offers were made 
him, becaufe the nabob thought he was a perfon 
of fome confequence in the fettlement? he faid, 
Being only a private merchant, he apprehends 
that the offer was made to him more from its 
being a general practice, than from any opinion 
of his importance. 
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APPENDIX, No. 3. 

Referred to from p. 228. 

A BILL for the better government of the territo 
rial pofTeilions and dependencies in India. 

[One of Mr. Fox s India bills. ] 

AND be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that the nabob of Arcot, the rajah of 
Tanjore, or any other native protected prince in 
India, fhall not affign, mortgage, or pledge any 
territory or land whatfoever, or the produce or 
revenue thereof, to any Britim fubject whatfoever ; 
neither fhall it be lawful to and for any Britifh fub- 
jecl whatfoever to take or receive anyfuch aflign- 
ment, mortgage, or pledge ; and the fame are 
hereby declared to be null and void ; and all pay 
ments or deliveries of produce or revenue, under 
any fuch alignment, mall and may be recovered 
back by fuch native prince paying or delivering 
the fame, from the perfon or perfons receiving the 
fame, or his or their reprefentatives. 
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APPENDIX, No. 4. 
Referred to from p. 262 and p. 263. 

(COPY.) 

May, 1782. 



LETTER from the Committee of affigned Reve 
nue, to the Prefident and Select Committee, 
dated 2;th May, 1782; with comparative ftate- 
ment, and minute thereon. 

To the Right Honourable Lord MACARTNEY, K.B. 
Prefident, and Governour, &c. Select Committee 
of Fort St. George. 

My Lord, and Gentlemen, 

ALTHOUGH we have, in obedience to your 
commands of the 5th January, regularly laid be 
fore you our proceedings at large, and have oc- 
cafionally addrefled you upon fuch points as re 
quired your refolutions or orders for our gui 
dance, we ftill think it neceflary to collect and di- 
geft, in a fummary report, thofe tranfaclions in 
the management of the affigned revenue, which 
have principally engaged our attention, and which, 
upon the proceeding, are too much intermixed 

with 
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with ordinary occurrences to be readily traced 
and underftood. 

Such a report may be formed with the greater 
propriety at this time, when your lordfhip, &c. 
have been pleafed to conclude your arrangements 
for the rent of feveral of the nabob s diftricts. 
Our aim in it is briefly to explain the ftate of the 
Carnatick at the period of the nabob s alignment ; 
the particular caufes which exifted, to the preju 
dice of that aflignment, after it was made ; and 
the meafures which your lordftiip, &c. have, upon 
our recommendation, adopted for removing thofe 
caufes, and introducing a more regular and bene 
ficial fyftem of management in the country. 

Hyder Ally having entered the Carnatick with 
his whole force, about the middle of July, 1780, 
and employed fire and fword in its deftruction for 
near eighteen months before the nabob s aflign 
ment took place, it will not be difficult to con 
ceive the ftate of the country at that period. In 
thofe provinces which were fully expofed to the 
ravages of horfe, fcarce a veftige remained either 
of population or agriculture: fuch of the miferable 
inhabitants as efcaped the fury of the fword were 
either carried into the Myfore country, or left to 
ftruggle under the horrours of famine. The Ar- 
cot and Trichinopoly diftricts began early to feel 
the effects of this defolating war. Tinnevelly, 
Madura, and Ramnadaporum, though little infeft- 

ed 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 

ed with Hyder s troops, became a prey to the in- 
curfions of the Polygars, who ftript them of the 
greateft part of the revenues j Ongole, Nellore, 
and Palnaud, the only remaining diftricts, had fuf- 
fered but in a fmall degree. 

The misfortunes of war, however, were not the 
only evils which the Carnatick experienced. The 
nabob s aumildars, and other fervants, appear to 
have taken advantage of the general confulion to 
enrich themfelves. A very fmall part of the reve 
nue was accounted for ; and fo high were the or 
dinary expences of every diftrict, that double the 
apparent produce of the whole country would not 
have fatisfied them. 

In this ftate, which we believe is no way exag 
gerated, the company took charge of the afllgned 
countries. Their profpecl of relief from the heavy 
burthens of the war, was indeed but little advanc 
ed by the nabob s conceffion ; and the revenues of 
the Carnatick feemed in danger of being irrecove 
rably loft, unlefs a fpeedy and entire change of fyf- 
tem could be adopted. 

On our minutes of the 2ift January, we treated 
the fubjecl of the alignment at fome length, and 
pointed out the mifchiefs which, in addition to 
the effects of the war, had arifen from what w r e 
conceived to be wrong and oppreflive manage 
ment. We ufed the freedom to fuggeft an entire 
alteration in the mode of realizing the revenues. 

We 
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We propofed a confiderable and immediate reduc 
tion of expences, and a total change of the prin 
cipal aumildars who had been employed under the 
nabob. 

Our ideas had the good fortune to receive your 
approbation; but the removal of the nabob s fer- 
vants being thought improper at that particular 
period of the collections, we employed our atten 
tion chiefly in preferving what revenue was left 
the country, and acquiring fuch materials as might 
lead to a more perfecl knowledge of its former and 
prefent ftate. 

Thefe purfuits, as we apprehended, met with 
great obftructions from the conduct of the na 
bob s fervants. The orders they received were 
evaded under various pretexts; no attention was 
paid to the ftrong and repeated applications made 
to them for the accounts of their management j 
and their attachment to the company s intereft 
appeared, in every inftance, fo feeble, that we faw 
no profpect whatever of fuccefs, but in the ap 
pointment of renters under the company s fole au 
thority. 

Upon this principle we judged it expedient to 
recommend, that fuch of the nabob s diftri&s as 
were in a ftate to be farmed out, might be im 
mediately let by a publick advertifement, iffued 
in the company s name, and circulated through 
every province of the Carnatick j and with the 

view 
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view of encouraging bidders, we propofed, that 
the countries might be advertifed for the whole 
period of the nabob s alignment, and the fecurity 
of the company s protection promifed, in the 
fulleft manner, to fuch perfons as might become 
renters. 

This plan had the defired effect; and the at 
tempts which were fecretly made to counteract it, 
afforded an unequivocal proof of its neceffity : 
but the advantages refulting from it were more 
pleafingly evinced, by the number of propofals 
that were delivered, and by the terms which were 
in general offered for the diftricls intended to be 
farmed out. 

Having fo far attained the purpofes of the align 
ment, our attention was next turned to the heavy 
expences entailed upon the different provinces; 
and here, we confefs, our aftonifliment was raifed 
to the higheft pitch. In the Trichinopoly coun 
try, the ftanding difburfements appeared, by the 
nabob s own accounts, to be one lack of rupees 
more than the receipts. In other diftri&s, the 
charges were not in fo high a proportion, but ft ill 
rated on a moft extravagant fcale ; and we faw, by 
every account that was brought before us, the ab- 
folute neceflity bf retrenching confiderably in all 
the articles of expence. 

Our own reafon, aided by fuch inquiries as we 
were able to make, fuggefted the alterations we 

have 
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have recommended to your lordfhip, &c. under 
this head. You will obferve, that we have not 
aded fparingly ; but we chofe rather, in cafes of 
doubt, to incur the hazard of retrenching too 
much, than too little j becaufe it would be ealier, 
after any ftated allowance for expences, to add 
what might be neceflary, than to diminilh. We 
hope, however, there will be no material increafe 
in the articles as they now ftand. 

One coniiderable charge upon the nabob s coun 
try was for extraordinary fibbendies, fepoys, and 
horfemen, who appeared to us to be a very unne- 
ceffary incumbrance on the revenue. Your lord 
fhip, &c. have determined to receive fuch of thefe 
people as will inlift into the company s fervice, and 
difcharge the reft. This meafure will not only re 
lieve the country of a heavy burthen, but tend 
greatly to fix in the company that kind of autho 
rity, which is requifite for the due collection of the 
revenues. 

In confequence of your determination refpecl- 
ing the nabob s fepoys, &c. every charge under 
that head has been ftruck out of our account of 
expences. If the whole number of thefe people 
be enlifted by the company, there will probably 
be no more than fufficient to complete their ordi 
nary military eftablifhment. But mould the pre- 
fent reduction of the nabob s artillery render it 
expedient, after the war, to make any addition to 

the 
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the company s eftablifliment, for the purpofes of 
the affigned countries; the expence of fuch addi 
tion, whatever it be, rnuft be deducted from the 
prefent account of favings. 

In confidering the charges of the feveral diflricts, 
in order to eftablifh better regulations, we were 
careful to difcriminate thofe incurred for troops 
kept, or fuppofed to be kept up for the defence 
of the country, from thofe of the iibbendy, fcr- 
vants, &c. for the cultivation of the lands, and 
the collection of the revenues, as well as to pay 
attention to fuch of the eftablifhed cuftoms of the 
country, ancient privileges of the inhabitants, and x 
publick charities, as were neceffarily allowed, and 
appeared proper to be continued; but which, 
under the nabob s government, were not only 
rated much higher, but had been blended under 
one confufed and almoft unintelligible title of 
Expences of the Diftricls ; fo joined, perhaps, to 
afford pleas and means of fecreting and appropri 
ating great part of the revenues to other purpofes 
than fairly appeared; and certainly betraying the 
utmoft neglect and mifmanagement, as giving la 
titude for every fpecies of fraud and opprefiion. 
Such a fyftem has, in the few latter years of the 
nabob s neceflities, brought all his countries into 
that fituation, from which nothing but the moft 
rigid oeconomy, drift obfervance of the conduct 
of managers, and the moft conciliating attention 

VOL. IV. Z to 
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to the rights of the inhabitants, can poflibly re 
cover them. 

It now only remains for us to lay before your 
lordfhip, &c. the inclofed ftatement of the fums at 
which the diftricts lately advertifed have been let, 
compared with the accounts of their produce deli 
vered by the nabob, and entered on our proceed 
ings of the 2 1 ft January. Likewife a comparative 
view of the former and prefent expences. 

The nabob s accounts of the produce of thefe 
diftricls ftate, as we have fome reafon to think, the 
fums which former renters engaged to pay to him 
(and which were feldom, if ever, made good) and 
not the fums actually produced by the diftricls; yet 
we have the fatisfaction to obferve, that the pre 
fent aggregate rents, upon an average, are equal 
to thofe accounts. Your lordfhip, &c. cannot in 
deed expect, that, in the midft of the danger, in- 
vafion, and diftrefs, which afiail the Carnatick 
on every fide, the renters now appointed will be 
able at prefent to fulfil the terms of their leafes ; 
but we truft, from the meafures we have taken, 
that very little, if any, of the actual collections 
will be loft, even during the war; and that on the 
return of peace and tranquillity, the renters will 
have it in their power fully to perform their re- 
fpective agreements. 

We much regret that the lituation of the Arcot 
province will not admit of the fame fettlement 

which 
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which has been made for the other diftricts; but 
the enemy being in pofleffion of the capital, toge 
ther with feveral other ftrong holds, and having 
entirely defolated the country, there is little room 
to hope for more from it than a bare fubliftence 
to the few garrifons we have left there. 

We mall not fail to give our attention towards 
obtaining every information refpecling this pro 
vince, that the prefent times will permit ; and to 
take the firft opportunity to propofe fuch arrange 
ments for the management as we may think eli 
gible. 

We have the honour to be 
Your moft obedient 

Humble fervants, 

/-Charles Oakley, 
\ Eyles Irwin, 
&lt; Hall P turner, 

Fort St. George, I David Haliburton, 

ijth May, 1782. ^George Moubray. 

A true copy, 

J. Hudlefton, Sec, 
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APPENDIX, No. 5. 
Referred to from p. 278. 

CASE of certain Perfons renting the afligned 
Lands under the authority of the Eaft-India 
Company. 

Extract of a Letter from the Prefident and Coun 
cil of Fort St. George, 25th May, 1783. 

" ONE of them [the renters] Ram Chunder 
Raus, was indeed one of thofe unfortunate rajahs, 
whofe country, by being near to the territories of the 
nabob, forfeited its title to independence; and be 
came the prey of ambition and cupidity. This 
man, though not able to refift the company s arms, 
employed infuch a deed at the nabob s inftigation, had 
induftry and ability. He acquired, by a feries of 
fervices, even the confidence of the nabob; who 
fuffered him to rent a part of the country of which 
he had deprived him of the property. This man had 
afforded no motive for his rejection by the nabob, 
but that of being ready to engage with the com 
pany; a motive moil powerful indeed, but not to 
be avowed." 

[This is the perfon whom the Englifh inftru- 
ments of the nabob of Arcot have had the auda- 

7 3 city 
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city to charge with a corrupt tranfaction with 
lord Macartney; and, in fupport of that charge, 
to produce a forged letter from his lordftiip s ftew- 
ard. The charge and letter the reader may fee in 
this appendix, under the proper head. It is af- 
ferted, by the unfortunate prince above men 
tioned, that the company firft fettled on the coaft 
of Coromandel under the protection of one of his 
anceftors. If this be true ("and it is far from un 
likely) the world muft judge of the return the 
defcendant has met with. The cafe of another of 
the victims, given up by the miniftry, though 
not altogether fo ftriking as the former, is worthy 
of attention. It is that of the renter of the pro 
vince of Nellore.] 

" IT is with a wantonnefs of falfehood, and in 
difference to detection, afferted to you, in proof 
of the validity of the nabob s objections, that this 
man s failures had already forced us to remove 
him; though in fact he has continued invariably 
in office; though our greatejt fupplles have been re 
ceived from hhir, and that, in the difappointment 
of your remittances [the remittances from Ben 
gal J and of other refources, the fpecie fent us from 
Nellore alone has fometimes enabled us to carry on 
the publick bufmefs ; and that the prefent expedition 
again/I the French muft, without this affiftance from 
the aflignment, have been laid afide, or delayed 
until it might have become too late, * 

[This 
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[This man is by the miniftry given over to the 
mercy of perfons capable of making charges on 
him, " with a wantonnefs of falfehood, and indijfe- 
" rence to detection." What is likely to happen to 
him and the reft of the victims, may appear by the 
following] 

Letter to the Governour General, and Council, 
March i3th, 1782. 

" THE fpeedy termination to which the people 
were taught to look, of the company s interference 
in the revenues, and the vengeance denounced 
againft thofe who, contrary to the mandate of the 
durbar, mould be connected with them, as report 
ed by Mr. Sulivan, may, as much as the former ex- 
aftions and oppreflions of the nabob in the reve 
nue, as reported by the commander in chief, have 
deterred fome of the fitteft men from offering to 
be concerned in it. 

" The timid difpofition of the Hindoo natives 
of this country was not likely to be infenfible to 
the fpecimen of that vengeance given by his ex 
cellency the amur, who upon the mere rumour 
that a Bramin, of the name of Appagee Row, had 
given propofals to the company for the renterfhip 
of Vellore, had the temerity to fend for him, and 
to put him in confinement. 

" A man thus feized by the nabob s feapoys 
within the walls of Madras, gave a general alarm; 

Z 4 and 
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and government found it neceffary to promife the 
protection of the company, in order to calm the 
apprehenlions of the people." 



APPENDIX, No. 6. 
Referred to from p. 307 312. 

Extract of a Letter from the Council and Select 
Committee at Fort St. George, to the Gover- 
nour General and Council, dated 2 5th May, 1783. 

IN the profecution of our duty, we befeech you 
to conlider as an act of ftrict and neceflary juftice, 
previous to reiteration of your orders for the fur- 
render of the aflignment, how far it would be 
likely to affect third perfons, who do not appear 
to have committed any breach of their engage 
ments. You command us to compel our aumils 
to deliver over their refpective charges as {hall be 
appointed by the nabob, or to retain their truft 
under his fole authority, if he mail chufe to con 
firm them. Thefe aumils are really renters, they 
were appointed in the room of the nabob s aumils, 
and contrary to his wifhes ; they have already been 
rejected by him, and are therefore not likely to be 
confirmed by him. They applied to this govern 
ment, in confequence of publick advertifements 
in our name, as poflefiing in this inftance the joint 

authority 
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authority of the nabob and the company, and have 
entered into mutual and ftrid covenants with us, 
and we with them, relative to the certain diftrids 
not actually in the pofTeflion of the enemy ; by 
which covenants, as they are bound to the punc 
tual payment of their rents, and due management 
of the country, fo we, and our conftituents, and 
the publick faith, are in like manner bound to 
maintain them in the enjoyment of their leafes, 
during the continuance of the term ; that term 
was for five years agreeably to the words of the 
alignment, which declare that the time of renting 
{hall be for three or five years, as the governour 
mail fettle with the renters. Their leafes cannot 
be legally torn from them. Nothing but their 
previous breach of a part could juftify our breach 
of the whole; fuch a flretch and abufe of power 
would indeed not only favour of the affumption of 
fovereignty, but of arbitrary and oppreflive def- 
potifm. In the prefent conteft, whether the na 
bob be guilty, or we be guilty, the renters are not 
guilty. Whichever of the contending parties has 
broken the condition of the aflignment, the ren 
ters have not broken the condition of their leafes. 
Thefe men, in conducting the bufinefs of the af- 
fignment, have afted in oppofition to the defigns 
of the nabob, in defpite of the menaces denounced 
againft all who mould dare to oppofe the mandates 
of the durbar juftice. Gratitude and humanity 

require 
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require that provifion mould be made by you, be 
fore you fet the nabob s minifters loofe on the 
country, for the protection of the victims devoted 
to their vengeance. 

Mr. Ben field, to fecure the permanency of his 
power, and the perfection of his fchemes, thought 
it neceflary to render the nabob an abfolute ftranger 
to the ftate of his affairs. He affured his highnefs, 
that full juftice was not done to the ftrength of his 
fentiments, and the keennefs of his attacks, in the 
tranflations that were made by the company s 
fervants from the original Perfian of his letters. 
He therefore propofed to him, that they mould 
for the future be tranfmitted in Englifh. Of the 
Englifh language or writing his highnefs, or the 
ameer, cannot read one word, though the latter can 
converfe in it with fufficient fluency. The Perfian 
language, as the language of the Mahommedan 
conquerors, and of the court of Delhi, as an appen 
dage or iignal of authority, was at all times particu 
larly affected by the nabob: it is the language of 
all acts of ftate, and all publick tranfactions, among 
the muffulman chiefs of Indoftan. The nabob 
thought to have gained no inconfiderable point, 
in procuring the correfpondence from our prede- 
ceffors to the rajah of Tanjore to be changed from 
the Marattah language, which that Hindoo prince 
underftands, to the Perfian, which he difclaims 
iinderftanding. To force the rajah to the nabob s 

language, 
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language, was gratifying the latter with a new fpe- 
cies of fubferviency. He had formerly contended 
with confiderable anxiety, and it was thought no 
inconfiderable coft, for particular forms of addrefs 
to be ufed towards him in that language. But all 
of a fudden, in favour of Mr. Benfield, he quits 
his former affections, his habits, his knowledge, 
his curiofity, the increafing miftruft of age, to 
throw himfelf upon the generous candour, the 
faithful interpretation, the grateful return and 
eloquent organ of Mr. Benfield! Mr. Benfield re 
lates and reads what he pleafes to his excellency the 
Ameer-ul-Omrah his excellency communicates with the 
nabob his father, In the language the latter under/lands. 
Through two channels fo pure, the truth muft arrive 
at the nabob in perfecl refinement ; through this double 
truft, his highnefs receives whatever imprejjion it may 
be convenient to make on him : he abandons his figna- 
ture to whatever paper they tell him contains, in the 
Englijh language, the fentiments with which they had 
infpired him. He thus is furrounded on every fide. He 
is totally at their mercy, to believe what is not true, and 
to fubfcribe to what he does not mean. There is no 
fyjiemfo new, fo foreign to his intentions, that they may 
not purfue in his name, without pojjtbility of detection : 
for they are cautious of who approach him, and have 
thought prudent to decline, for him, the vifits of the go- 
vernour, even upon the ufual folemn and acceptable 
occafion of delivering to l\m highnefs the com- 

pany s 
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pany s letters. Such is the complete afcendency gained 
by Mr. Benfield. It may be partly explained by 
the fafts obferved already fome years ago by Mr. 
Benfield himfelf, in regard to the nabob, of the 
infirmities natural to his advanced age, joined to 
the decays of his conftitution. To this afcendency, 
in proportion as it grew, muft chiefly be afcribed, 
if not the origin, at leaft the continuance and in- 
creafe, of the nabob s difunion with this prefiden- 
cy; a difunion which creates the importance, and 
fubferves the refentments of Mr. Benfield ; and an 
afcendency which, if you effett the fur render of the 
alignment , will intirely leave the exercife of power , and 
accumulation of fortune, at his boundlefs difcretion ; to 
him, and to the Ameer-ul-Omrah, and to Syed AJfam 
Cawn, the ajjlgnment would in faft be furrendered. 
HE WILL (IF ANY) BE THE SOUCAR SECU 
RITY ; and fecurity in this country is counterfecured 
by pojfeffion. Tou would not chufe to take the ajfign- 
ment from the company, to give it to individuals. Of 
the impropriety of its returning to the nabob, Mr. 
Benfield would now again argue from his former 
obfervations, that under his highnefs s manage 
ment, his country declined, his people emigrated, 
his revenues decreafed, and his country was rapidly 
approaching to a (late of political infolvency. Of 
Syed Affam Cawn, we judge only from the obfer 
vations this letter already contains. But of the 
other two perfons [Ameer-ul-Omrah and Mr. Ben- 
field] 
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field] we undertake to declare, not as parties in a 
caufe, or even as voluntary witneffes, but as exe 
cutive officers, reporting, to you in the difcharge 
of our duty, and under the impreffion of the facred 
obligation which binds us to truth, as well as to 
juftice, that, from every obfervation of their prin 
ciples and difpofitions, and every information of 
their character and conduct, they have profecuted 
projects to the injury and danger of the company 
and individuals; that it would be improper to truft, 
and dangerous to employ them, in any publick or impor 
tant fituation ; that the tranquillity of the Carnatick 
requires a reftraint to the power of the ameer; and 
that the company, whofe fervice and protection Mr. 
Berifield has repeatedly and recently forfeited, would 
be morefecure again/I danger andconfufon, if he were 
removed from their federal prcfidendes. 

f After the above folemn declaration from fo 
weighty an authority, the principal object of that 
awful and deliberate warning, inftead of " being 
" removed from the feveral prefidencies," is licenf- 
ed to return to one of the principal of thofe pre 
fidencies, and the grand theatre of tKe operations 
on account of which the prefidency recommends 
his total removal. The reafon given is for the ao- 
commodation of that very debt which has been 
the chief inftrument of his dangerous practices, 
and the main caufe of all the confufions in the corn* 
pany s government,] 

APPENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, No. 7. 
Referred to from p. 284, and p. 291. 

Extracts from the Evidence of Mr. Petrie, late 
Refident for the Company at Tanjore, given to 
the Select Committee, relative to the Revenues 
and State of the Country, &c. &c. 

9th May, 1782. 

WILLIAM PETRIE, Efq. attending according 
to order, was alked, In what ftation he was in the 
company s fervice ? he faid, He went to India in 
the year 1765, a writer upon the Madras eftablim- 
ment; he was employed, during the former war 
with Hyder Ali, in the capacity of pay-mafter and 
commiflary to part of the army, and was after 
wards paymafter and commiflary to the army in 
the firft liege of Tanjore, and the fubfequent cam 
paigns; then fecretary to the fecret department 
from 1772 to 1775; he came to England in 1775, 
and returned again to Madras the beginning of 
1778; he was refident at the durbar of the rajah 
of Tanjore from that time to the month of May; 
and from that time to January 1780 was chief 
of Nagore and Carrecal, the firft of which was 
received from the rajah of Tanjore, and the fe^ 

cond 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 351 

cond was taken from the French. Being alked, 
Who fent him to Tanjore? he faid, Sir Thomas 

Rumbold, and the Secret Committee. Being 

then afked, Upon what errand? he faid, He went 
firft up with a letter from the company to the ra 
jah of Tanjore ; he was directed to give the rajah 
the ftrongeft affurances that he mould be kept in 
pofleffion of his country, and every privilege to 
which he had been reftored; he was likewife di 
rected to negotiate with the rajah of Tanjore for 
the ceflion of the feaport and diftrict of Nagore, 
in lieu of the town and diftrict of Devicotta, which 
he had promifed to lord Pigot: thefe were the 
principal, and to the beft of his recollection at pre- 
fent the only objects in view, when he was firil 
fent up to Tanjore. In the courfe of his ftay al 
Tanjore other matters of builnefs occurred be 
tween the company and the rajah, which came 
under his management as refident at that durbar. 
Being alked, Whether the rajah did deliver up to 
him the town and the annexed diftricts of Nagore 
voluntarily, or whether he was forced to it ? he 
faid, When he made the iirft proportion to the ra 
jah, agreeable to the directions he had received 
from the fecret committee at Madras, in the moft 
free, open, and liberal manner, the rajah told him 
the feaport of Nagore was intirely at the fervice 
of his benefactors the company, and that he was 
happy in having that opportunity of teftifying his 
gratitude to them ; thefe may be fuppofed to be 

words 
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words of courfe, but from every experience which 
he had of the rajah s mind and conduct, whilft he 
was at Tanjore, he has reafon to believe that his 
declarations of gratitude to the company were 
perfectly fin cere ; he fpeaks of the town ofNagore 
at prefent, and a certain diftrict, not of the dif- 
tricts to the amount of which they afterwards re 
ceived. The rajah afked him, To what amount 
he expected a jaghire to the company: And the 
witnefs further faid, That he acknowledged to the 
committee that he was not inftructed upon that 
head; that he wrote for orders to Madras, and 
was directed to afk the rajah for a jaghire to a cer 
tain amount ; that this gave rife to a long nego 
tiation, the rajah reprefenting to him his inability 
to make fuch a gift to the company as the fecret 
committee at Madras feemed to expect; while he 
(the witnefs) on the other hand, was directed to 
make as good a bargain as he could for the com 
pany. From the view that he then took of the 
rajah s finances, from the fituation of his country, 
and from the load of debt which prefled hard upon 
him, he believes he at different times, in his cor- 
refpondence with the government, reprefented the 
neceflity of their being moderate in their demands, 
and it was at laft agreed to accept of the town of 
Nagore, valued at a certain annual revenue, and a 
jaghire annexed to the town, the whole amount 
ing to 2,50,000 rupees. Being afked, Whether it 

did 
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did turn out fo valuable? he faid, He had not a 
doubt but it would turn out more, as it was let 
for more than that to farmers at Madras, if they 
had managed the diftricb properly, but they were 
Jirangers to the manners and cuftoms of the people ; 
when they came down they opprejjed the inhabitants, 
and threw the whole dlftrid into confufion ; the inha 
bitants, many of them, left the country, and deferted 
the cultivation of their lands, of courfe the farmers 
were difappointed of their collections, and they have 
Jince failed, and the company have loft a confiderable 
part of what the farmers were to pay for the jaghire. 
Being alked, Who thefe farmers were? he faid, 
One of them was the renter of the St. Thome dif- 
trid, near Madras, and the other, and the moft 
refponfible, was a Madras dubafli. Being afked&gt; 
Who he was dubafli to? he faid, To Mr. Caff- 
major. 

Being afked, Whether the leafe was made upon 
higher terms than the diftrict was rated to him by 
the rajah? he faid, It was. Being then afked, 
What reafon was afligned why the diftricl was not 
kept under the former management by amildars, 
or let to perfons in the Tanjore country acquainted 
with the diftrict? he faid, No reafons were af- 
figned: he was directed from Madras to advertife 
them to be let to perfons of the country ; but be 
fore he received any propofal, he received accounts 
that they were let at Madras in confequence of 
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publick advertifemcnts which had been made 
there: he believes, indeed, there were very few 
men in thofe diftricls refponfible enough to have 
beenentrufted with the management of thofe lands. 
Being afked, Whether, at the time he was autho 
rized to negotiate for Nagore in the place of De- 
vicotta, Devicotta was given up to the rajah? he 
faid, No. Being aiked, Whether the rajah of 
Tanjore did not frequently deiire that the diftricls 
of Arne and Hanymantygoode fhould be reftored 
to him agreeable to treaty, and the company s 
orders to lord Pigot ? he faid, Many a time ; and 
he tranfmitted his reprefentations regularly to Ma 
dras. Being then afked, Whether thofe places 
were reftored to him? he faid, Not while he was 
in India. 

Being afked,Whether he was not authorized and 
required by the prefidency at Madras to demand 
a large mm of money over and above the four 
lacks of pagodas that were to be annually paid by 
a grant of the rajah, made in the time of lord 
Pigot? he faid, He was; to the amount, he be 
lieves, of four lacks of pagodas, commonly known 
by the name of depolit-money. Being afked, 
Whether the rajah did not frequently plead his 
inability to pay that money? he faid, He did every 
time he mentioned it, :.nd complained loudly of 
the demand. Being afked, Whether he thinks 
thofe complaints were well founded? he fays, He 

thinks 
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thinks the rajah of Tanjore was not only not in a 
flate of ability to pay the depofit-money, but that 
the annual payment of four lacks of pagodas was 
more than his revenues could afford. Being afked, 
Whether he was not frequently obliged to borrow 
money, in order to pay the inftalments of the 
annual payments, and fuch parts as he paid of 
the depofit? he faid, Yes, he was. Being afked, 
Where he borrowed the money ? he faid, He be 
lieves principally from foucars or native bankers, 
andfome at Madras, as he told him. Being afked, 
Whether he told him that his credit was very 
good, and that he borrowed upon moderate in- 
tereft? he faid, That he told him he found great 
difficulties in raifing money, and was obliged to 
borrow at a moft exorbitant intereft, even fome of 
it at 48 per cent, and he believes not a great deal 
under it: he defired him (thewitnefs) tofpeak to one 
of the foucars or bankers at Tanjore, to accommodate 
him with a loan of money ; that man /hewed him an 
account between him and the rajah, from which it ap 
peared that he charged 48 per cent, bejtdes compound 

intercjl. Being afked, Whether the fums due 

were large? he faid, Yes, they were confiderable; 
though he does -"t recollect the amount. Being 
afked, Whether the banker lent the money? he 
faid, He would not, unlefs the witnefs could pro 
cure him payment of his old arrears. 

Being alked, What notice did the government 
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of Madras take of the king of Tanj ore s reprefen- 
tations of the ftate of his affairs, and his inabi 
lity to pay? he faid, He does not recollect that, in 
their correfpondence with him, there was any rea- 
foning upon the fubjecl; and in his correfpondence 
with Sir Thomas Rumbold, upon the amount of 
the jaghire, he feemed very defirous of adapting 
the demand of government to the rajah s circum- 
ftances; but whilft he ftaid at Tanj ore, the rajah 
was not exonerated from any part of his burthens. 
Being afked, Whether they ever deiired the ra 
jah to make up a ftatement of his accounts, dif- 
burfements, debts, and payments, to the company, 
in order to afcertain whether the country was able 
to pay the increafing demands upon it? he faid, 
Through him he is certain they never did. Being 
then afked, If he ever heard whether they did 
through any one elfe? he faid, He never did. 

Being afked, Whether the rajah is not bound to 
furnim the cultivators of land with feed for their 
crops, according to the cuftom of the country ? 
he laid, The king of Tan/ore, as proprietor of the land^ 
always makes advances of money for feed for the cul 
tivation of the land. Being then afked, If money 
beyond his power of furnifhing fhould be extorted 
from him, might it not prevent, in the firft in- 
itance, the means of cultivating the country ? he 
laid, It certainly does, he knsivs it for afacl; and 
he knows that when he left the country there were fe- 

veral 
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l diftrifts which were uncultivated from that caufe. 
Being alked, Whether it is not neceffary to be at 
a confiderable expence in order to keep up the 
mounds and water-courfes ? he faid, A very confi 
derable one annually. Being afked, What would 
be the confequence if money fhould fail for that ? 
he faid, In the firft injlance the country would be par- 
lially fupplied with water, feme di/iricls would be over 
flowed, and others would be parched. Being afked, 
Whether there is not a confiderable dam called the 
Anicut, on the keeping up of which the profpe- 
rity of the country greatly depends, and which 
requires a great expence? he faid, Yes, there is; 
the whole of the Tanjore country is admirably well 
fupplied with water, nor can he conceive any me 
thod could be fallen upon more happily adapted 
to the cultivation and profperity of the country; 
but, as the Ariicut is the fource of that profperity &gt; 
any injury done to that muft effentially affecl all 
the other works in the country; it is a moft ftu- 
pendous piece of mafonry ; but from the very great 
floods frequently requiring repairs, which if ne 
glected not only the expence of repairing muft be 
greatly increased, but a general injury done to 
the whole country. Being afked, Whether that 
dam has been kept in as good prefervation fince 
the prevalence of the Englifh government as be 
fore? he faid, From his own knowledge he can 
not tell, but from every thing he has read or heard 
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of the former profperity and opulence of the kings 
of Tanjore, he Ihould fuppofe not. Being afked, 
Whether he does not know of feveral attempts 
that have been made to prevent the repair, and 
even to damage the work? hefaid, The rajah him- 
felf frequently complained of that to him, and he 
lias likewife heard it from others at Tanjore. 
Being afked, Who it was that attempted thofe acts 
of violence? he faid, He was told it was the inha 
bitants of the nabob s country adjoining to the 
Anicut. Being afked, Whether they were not fet 
on or inftigated by the nabob? he anfwered, The 
rajah faid fo. And being afked, What fteps the 
prefident and council took to punifh the authors, 
and prevent thofe violences? he faid, To the beft of 
his recollection, the governour told him he would 
make inquiries into it, but he does not know that 
any inquiries were made: that Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold, the governour, informed him that he had 
laid his reprefentations with refpect to the Anicut 
before the nabob, who denied that his people had 
given any interruption to the repairs of that work. 

loth May. 

Being afked, What he thinks the real clear re 
ceipt of the revenues of Tanjore were worth when 
he left it? he faid, He cannot fay what was the net 
amount, as he does not know the expence of the 
rajah s collection, but while he was at Tanjore he 

underftood 
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underftood from the rajah himfelf, and from his 
minifters, that the grofs collection did ntJt exceed 
nine lack of pagodas, (360,000!.). Being afked, 
Whether he thinks the country could pay the 
eight lacks of pagodas which had been demanded 
to be paid in the courfe of one year? he faid, 
Clearly not. Being afked, Whether there was 
not an attempt made to remove the rajah s minif- 
ter, upon fome delay in payment of the depofit ? 
he faid, The governour of Madras wrote to that 
effect, which he reprefented to the rajah. Bsing 
afked, Who was mentioned to fucceed to the mi- 
nifter that then was, in cafe he mould be removed? 
he faid, When Sir Heclor Munro came afterwards 
to Tanjore, the old daubiere was mentioned, and 
recommended to the rajah as fuccefibr to.his then 
dewan. Being afked, Of what age was the dau 
biere at that time? he faid, Of a very great age, 
upwards of fourfcore. Being afked, Whether a 
perfon called Kanonga Saba Pilla was not likewife 
named? he faid, Yes, he was, he was recom 
mended by Sir Thomas Rumboldj and one re 
commendation, as well as I can recoiled, went 
through me. Being afked, What was the reafon 
of his being recommended ? he faid, He under 
took to pay off the rajah s debts, and to give fe- 
curity for the regular payment of the rajah s in- 
ftalments to the company. Being alked, Whether 
he offered to give any fecurity for prcferving the 
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country from oppreffion, and for fupporting the 
dignity of the rajah and his people? he faid, He 
does not know that he did, or that it was afked 
of him. Being afked, Whether he was a perfon 
agreeable to the rajah ? he faid, He was not. 
Being afked, Whether he was not a perfon who 
had fled out of the country to avoid the refent- 

ment of the rajah? he faid, He was. Being 

afked, Whether he was not charged by the rajah 
with mal-practices, and breach of truft relative to 
his effects? he faid, He was; but he told the go- 
vernour that he would account for his conduct, 
and explain every thing to the fatisfaction of the 
rajah. Being afked, Whether the rajah did not 
confider this man as in the interelt of his enemies, 
and particularly of the nabob of Arcot and Mr, 
Benfield ? he faid, He does not recollect that he did 
mention that to him ; he remembers to have heard 
him complain of a tranfaction between Kanonga 
Saba Pilla and Mr. Benfield; but he told him he had 
been guilty of a variety of mal-practices in his ad- 
miniftration, that he had oppreffed the people, 
and defrauded him, Being afked, In what branch 
of bufinefs the rajah had formerly employed him? 
he faid, He was at one time, he believes, renter of 
the whole country, was fuppofed to have great in 
fluence with the rajah, and was in fact dewan fome 
time. Being afked, Whether the nomination of 
that man was not particularly odious to the rajah? 

he 
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he faid, He found the rajah s mind fo exceedingly 
averfe to that man, that he believes he would al- 
moft as foon have fubmitted to his being depofed, 
as to fubmit to the nomination of that man to be 
his prime minifler. 

1 3th May. 

MR. PETRIE being afked, Whether he was in 
formed by the rajah, or by others, at Tanjore or 
Madras, that Mr. Benfield, whilft he managed the 
revenues at Tanjore, during the ufurpation of the 
nabob, did not treat the inhabitants with great 
rigour? he faid, He did hear from the rajah, that 
Mr. Benfield did treat the inhabitants with rigour 
during the time he had any thing to do with the 
adminiftration of the revenues of Tanjore. Being 
afked, If he recollects in what particulars? he faid, 
The rajah particularly complained, that grain had 
been delivered out to the inhabitants, for the 
purpofes of cultivation, at a higher price than the 
market price of grain in the country; he cannot 
fay the actual difference of price, but it ftruck 
him at the time as fomething very confiderable. 
Being afked, Whether that money was all re 
covered from the inhabitants? he faid, the rajah 
of Tanjore told him, that the money was all 
recovered from the inhabitants. Being afked, 
Whether he did not hear that the nabob exacted 
from the country of Tanjore, whilfl he was in 
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pofTefTion of it? he faid, From the accounts which 
he received at Tanjore, of the revenues for a num 
ber of years paft, it appeared, that the nabob col 
lected from the country, while he wa^ in poffef- 
fion, rather more than 1 6 lacks of pagodas annu 
ally; whereas when he was at Tanjore, it did not 
yield more than 9 lacks. Being afked, From 
whence that difference arofe? he faid, When Tan 
jore was conquered for the nabob, he has been 
told that many thoufand of the native inhabitants 
fled from the country, fome into the country of 
Myfore, and others into the dominions of the 
Marattas ; he underflood from the fame authority, 
that while the nabob was in poflefTion of the coun 
try, many inhabitants from the Carnatick, allured 
by the fuperiour fertility and opulence of Tanjore, 
and encouraged by the nabob, took up their re- 
iidence there, which enabled the nabob to culti 
vate the whole country; and, upon the reftoration 
of the rajah, he has heard that the Carnatick in 
habitants were carried back to their own country, 
which left a confiderable blank in the population, 
which was not re-placed while he was there, prin 
cipally owing to an opinion which prevailed 
through the country, that the rajah s government 
was not to be permanent, but that another revo 
lution was faft approaching. During the nabob s 
government, the price of grain was confiderably 
higher (owing to a very unufual fcarcity in the 
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Carnatick) than when he was in Tanjore. Being 
afked, Whether he was ever in the Marawar coun 
try? hefaid, Yes; he was commiflary to the army 
in that expedition. Being afked, Whether that 
country was much wafted by the war ? he faid, 
Plunder was not permitted to the army, nor did 
the country fuffer from its operations, except in 
caufing many thoufands of the inhabitants who 
had been employed in the cultivation of the 
country, to leave it. Being afked, Whether he 
knows what is done with the palace and inhabi 
tants of Ramnaut ? he faid, The town was taken 
by florin, but not plundered by the troops; it was 
immediately delivered up to the nabob s eldeft 
fon. Being afked, Whether great riches were not 
fuppofed to be in that palace and temple ? he faid, 
It was univerfally believed fo. Being afked, What 
account was -given of them ? he faid, He cannot 
tell; every thing remained in the poffeflion of the 
nabob. Being afked, What became of the chil 
dren and women of the family of the prince of 
that country? he faid, The rajah was a minor; 
the government was in the hands of the ranny, 
his mother; from general report he has heard 
they were carried to Trichinopoly, and placed in 
confinement there. Being afked, Whether he 
perceived any difference in the face of the Carna 
tick when he firft knew it, and when he laft knew 
it? he faid, He thinks he did, particularly in its 
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population. Being afkcd, Whether it was better 
or worfe ? he faid, It was not fo populous. Being 
afked, What is the condition of the nabob s eldeft 
fon? he faid, He was in the Black Town of Ma 
dras, when he left the country. Being afked, 
Whether he was entertained there in a manner 
fuitable to his birth and expectations ? he faid, 
No; he lived there without any of thofe exterior 
marks of fplendour which princes of his rank in 
India are particularly fond of. Being afked, 
Whether he has not heard that his appointments 
were poor and mean? he faid, He has heard that 
they were not equal to his rank and expectations. 
Being afked, Whether he had any {hare in the 
government? he faid, He believes none; for fome 
years paft the nabob has delegated moft of the 
powers of government to his fecond fon. Being 
afked, Whether the rajah did not complain to him 
of the behaviour of Mr. Benfield to himfelf per- 
fonally; and what were the particulars? he faid, 
He did fo, and related to him the following parti 
culars: About fifteen days after lord Pigot s con 
finement, Mr. Benfield came to Tanjore, and de 
livered the rajah two letters from the then gover- 
nour, Mr. Stratton, one publick, and the other 
private; he demanded an immediate account of 
the prefents which had been made to lord Pigot, 
payment of the tunkahs, which he (Mr. Benfield) 
had received from the nabob upon the country; 

and 
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and that the rajah mould only write fuch letters to 
the Madras government as Mr. Benfield fhould ap 
prove, and give to him: the rajah anfwered,that he 
did not acknowledge the validity of any demands 
made by the nabob upon the country ; that thofe 
tunkahs related to accounts which he (the rajah) 
had no concern with; that he never had given 
lord Pigot any prefents, but lord Pigot had given 
him many; and that, as to his correfpondence 
with the Madras government, he would not trouble 
Mr. Benfield, becauie he would write his letters 
himfelf. That the rajah told the witnefs, that by 
reafon of this anfwer he was much threatened, in 
confequence of which he defired colonel Harper, 
who then commanded at Tanjore, to be prefent at 
his next interview with Mr. Benfield; when Mr. 
Benfield denied many parts of the preceding con- 
yerfation, and threw the blame upon his inter 
preter Comroo. When Mr. Benfield found (as 
the rajah informed him) that he could not carry 
thefe points, which had brought him to Tanjore, 
he prepared to fet off for Madras; that the rajah 
fent him a letter which he had drawn out, in an 
fwer to one which Mr. Benfield had brought him ; 
that Mr. Benfield difapproved of the anfwer, and 
returned it by Comroo to the durbar, who did 
pot deliver it into the rajah s hands, but threw it 
upon the ground, and cxpreffed himfelf improperly 
to him. 

Being 
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Being afked, Whether it was at the king of 
Tanj ore s delire, that fiich perfons as Mr. Ben field 
and Comroo had been brought into his prefence? 
he faid, The rajah told him, that when lord Pigot 
came to Tanjore, to reftore him to his dominions, 
Comroo, without being fent for, or delired to 
come to the palace, had found means to get accefs 
to his perfon j he made an offer of introducing 
Mr. Benfield to the rajah, which he declined. 
Being afked, Whether the military officer com 
manding there protected the rajah from the in- 
trufion of fuch people? he faid, The rajah did not 
tell him that he called upon the military officer to 
prevent thefe intrufionsj but that he defired co 
lonel Harper to be prefent as a witnefs to what 
might pafs between him and Mr. Benfield. Being 
afked, If it is ufual for perfons of the conditions 
and occupations of Mr. Benfield and Comroo to 
intrude themfelves into the prefence of the princes 
of the country, and to treat them with fuch free 
dom ? he faid, Certainly it is not ; lefs there than 
in any other country. Being afked, Whether the 
king of Tanjore has no minifters to whom appli 
cation might be made to tranfacl fuch bufinefs as 
Mr. Benfield and Comroo had to do in the coun 
try? he faid, Undoubtedly; his minifter is the 
perfon whofe province it is to tranfact that bufi 
nefs. Being afked, Before the invafion of the 
Britifh troops into Tanjore, what would have 
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been the confequence, if Mr. Benfield had intruded 
himfelf into the rajah s prefence, and behaved in 
that manner? he faid, He could not fay what 
would have been the confequence; but the at 
tempt would have been madnefs, and could not 
have happened. Being afked, Whether the rajah 
had not particular exceptions to Comroo, and 
thought he had betrayed him in very eflential 
points? he faid, Yes, he had. Being afked, Whe 
ther the rajah has not been apprized that the com 
pany have made ftipulations, that their fervants 
mould not interfere in the concerns of his govern 
ment? he faid, He fignified it to the rajah, that it 
was the company s pofitive orders, and that any 
of their fervants fo interfering would incur their 
higheft difpleafure. 
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Referred to from p. 290, &c. 

Commiflioners amended claufes for the Fort St. 
George difpatch, relative to the indeterminate 
rights and pretentious of the nabob of Arcot, 
and rajah of Tanjore. 

IN our letter of the 28th January laft, we ftated 
the reafonablenefs of our expectation that certain 

contributions 
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contributions towards the expences of the waf, 
Jhould be made by the rajah of Tanjore. Since 
writing that letter, we have received one from 
the rajah, of the 1 5th of October laft, which con 
tains at length his reprefentations of his inability 
to make fuch further payment. We think it un- 
neceflary here to difcufs whether thefe reprefenta 
tions are or are not exaggerated, becaufe, from 
the explanations we have given of our wilhes for 
a new arrangement in future, both with the na 
bob of Arcot, and the rajah of Tanjore, and the 
directions we have given you to carry that arrange 
ment into execution, we think it impolitick to in- 
iift upon any demands upon the rajah for the ex 
pences of the late war, beyond the fum of four 
lacks of pagodas annually; fuch a demand might 
tend to interrupt the harmony which fhould pre 
vail between the company and the rajah, and im 
pede the great objects of the general fyftem we 
have already fo fully explained to you. 

But although it is not our opinion that any fur 
ther claim mould be made on the rajah, for his 
{hare of the extraordinary expences of the late 
war, it is by no means our intention in any man 
ner to affect the juft claim which the nabob has on 
the rajah for the arrears due to him on account of 
pemcufh, for the regular payment of which we 
became guarantee by the treaty of 1762; but we 
have already exprefied to you our hopes that the 

nabob 
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nabob may be induced to allow thefc arrears and 
the growing payments, when due, to be received 
by the company, and carried in difcharge of his 
debt to us. You are at the fame time to ufe every 
means to convince him, that when this debt mall 
be difcharged, it is our intention, as we are bound 
by the above treaty, to exert ourfelves to the ut- 
moft of our power to infure the conflant and re 
gular payment of it into his own hands. 

We obferve, by the plan fent to us by our go- 
vernour of Fort St. George, on the 3oth October, 
1781, that an arrangement is there propofed, for 
the receipt of thofe arrears from the rajah, in three 
years. 

We are unable to decide how far this propofal 
may be confident with the prefent ftate of the ra 
jah s refources ; but we direct you to ufe all pro 
per means to bring thefe arrears to account as foon 
as poflible, confidently with a due attention to this 
coniideration. 

CLAUSES H. 

You will obferve, that by the 38th feftion of 
the late act of parliament, it is enacted, that for 
fettling upon a permanent foundation the prefent 
indeterminate rights of the nabob of Arcot and 
the rajah of Tanjore, with refpecl to each other, 
we mould take into our immediate coniideration 
the faid indeterminate rights and pretenfions, and 
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take and purfue fuch meafures as in our judgment 
and difcretion (hall be beft calculated to afcertain 
and fettle the fame according to the principles, 
and the terms and ftipulations contained in the 
treaty of 1762, between the faid nabob and the 
faid rajah. 

On a retrofpect of the proceedings tranfmitted 
to us from your prelidency, on the fubject of the 
difputes which have heretofore arifen between the 
nabob and the rajah, we find the following points 
remain unadjufted, viz. 

ift. Whether the jaghire of Arnee mall be en 
joyed by the nabob, or delivered up either to the 
rajah, or the defcendants of Tremaul Row, the 
late jaghiredar. 

2d. Whether the fort and diftrict of Hanaman- 
tagoody, which is admitted by both parties to be 
within the Marawar, ought to be poffefled by the 
nabob, or to be delivered up by him to the rajah. 

3d. To whom the government fhare of the crop 
of the Tanjore country, of the year 1775-6, pro 
perly belongs. 

Laftly. Whether the rajah has a right, by ufage 
and cuftom, or ought, from the neceflity of the 
cafe, to be permitted to repair fuch part of the 
Anicut, or dam and banks of the Cavery, as lie 
within the diftrict of Trichinopoly, and to take 
earth and fand in the Trichinopoly territory, for 

the 
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the repairs of the dam and banks within either or 
both of thofe diftricts. 

In order to obtain a complete knowledge of 
the facts and circumftances relative to the feveral 
points in difpute, and how far they are connected 
with the treaty of 1762, we have with great cir- 
cumfpeclion examined into all the materials be 
fore us on thefe fubjects, and will proceed to flate 
to you the refult of our inquiries and delibera 
tions. 

The objects of the treaty of 1762 appear to be 
reftricted to the arrears of tribute to be paid to 
the nabob for his paft claims, and to the quantum 
of the rajah s future tribute or pefhcum; the can 
celling of a certain bond given by the rajah s fa 
ther to the father of the nabob ; the confirmation 
to the rajah of the diftricts of Coveladdy and 
Elangaud, and the reftoration of Tremaul Row 
to his jaghire of Arnee, in condefcenfion to the 
rajah s requeft, upon certain ftipulations, viz. 
That the fort of Arnee and Doby Gudy fhould 
be retained by the nabob ; that Tremaul Row 
fhould not erect any fortrefs, walled pagoda, or 
other ftrong hold, nor any wall round his dwel- 
ling-houfe, exceeding eight feet high, or two feet 
thick ; and iliould in all things behave himfelf 
with due obedience to the government; and that 
he fhould pay yearly, in the month of July, unto 

B b 2 the 



372 APPENDIX, NO. 8. 

the nabob or his fucceflbrs, the fum of ten thou- 
fand rupees, the rajah thereby becoming the fecu- 
rity for Tremaul Row, that he fhould in all things 
demean and behave himfelf accordingly, and pay 
yearly the ftipulated fum. 

Upon a review of this treaty, the only point 
now in difpute, which appears to us to be fo im 
mediately connected with it, as to bring it within 
the ftricl: line of our duty to afcertain and fettle, 
according to the terms and ftipulations of the 
treaty, is that refpecting Arnee. For although the 
other points enumerated may in fome refpecls 
have a relation to that treaty, yet as they are fo 
reign to the purpofes exprefled in it, and could 
not be in the contemplation of the contracting 
parties at the time of making it, thofe difpiites 
cannot in our comprehenfion fall within the line 
of defcription of rights and pretenlions to be now 
afcertained and fettled by us, according to any of 
the terms and ftipulations of it. 

In refpecl: to the jaghire of Arnee, we do not 
find that our records afford us any fatisfactory in 
formation by what title the rajah claims it, or 
what degree of relationfhip or connection has fub- 
iifted between the rajah and the killidar of Arnee, 
fave only that by the treaty of 1762 the former 
became the iurety for Tremaul Row s performance 
of his engagements fpecified therein, as the condi 
tions for his reftoration to that jaghire j on the 

death 
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death of Tremaul Row we perceive that he was 
fucceeded by his widow, and after her death, by 
his grandfon Seneewafarow, both of whom were 
admitted to the jaghire by the nabob. 

From your minutes of confultation of the 3ift 
October, 1770, and the nabob s letted to the pre- 
fident, of the 2ift March, 1771, and the two leN 
ters from rajah Beerbur, Atchenur Punt (who, 
we prefume, was then the nabob s manager at A* 
cot) of the 1 6th and i8th March, referred to in 
the nabob s letter, and tranfmitted therewith to 
the prefident, we obferve that, previous to the 
treaty of 1762, Mr, Pigot concurred in the expe 
diency of the nabob s taking pofleflion of this 
jaghire, on account of the troublefome and refrac 
tory behaviour of the Arnee braminees, by their 
affording protection to all difturbers ; who, by 
reafon of the little diftance between Arnee and 
Arcot, fled to the former, and were there pro* 
tected, and not given up, though demanded. 

That though the jaghire was reftored in 1762, 
it was done under fuch conditions and reftrictions 
as were thought beft calculated to preferve the 
peace and good order of the place, and due obe 
dience to government. 

That neverthelefs the braminees (quarrelling 
among themfelves) did afterwards, in exprefs vio 
lation of the treaty, enlift and afTemble many thou- 
iand fepoys, and other troops j that they erected 
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gaddies, and other fmall forts, provided them- 
felves with wall pieces, fmall guns, and other war 
like (lores, and raifed troubles and difturbances in 
the neighbourhood of the city of Arcot, and the 
forts of Arnee, and Shaw Gaddy ; and that finally 
they imprifoned the hircarrahs of the nabob, fent 
with his letters and inllruclions, in purfuance of 
the advice of your board, to require certain of the 
braminees to repair to the nabob at Chepauk, and 
though peremptorily required to repair thither, 
paid no regard to thofe, or to any other orders 
from the circar. 

By the i3th article contained in the inftru&ions 
given by the nabob to Mr. Dupre, as the bafis for 
negotiating the treaty made with the rajah in 
1771, the nabob required that the Arnee diftrict 
fliould be delivered up to the circar, becaufe the 
braminees had broken the conditions which they 
were to have obferved. In the anfwers given by 
the rajah to thefe proportions, he fays, " I am to 
" give up to the circar the jaghire diftrict of Ar- 
** nee;" and on the yth of November, 1771, the 
rajah, by letter to Seneewafarow, who appears by 
your confultations and country correfpondence to 
have been the grandfon of Tremaul Row, and to 
have been put in poiTeilion of the jaghire at your 
recommendation (on the death of his grandmo 
ther) writes, acquainting him, that he had given 
the Arnee country then in his (Seneewafarow s) 
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pofTeflion, to the nabob, to whofe aumildars Se- 
neewafarow was to deliver up the poflefiion of the 
country. And in your letter to us of the 28th 
February, 1772, you certified the diftricl of Arnee 
to be one of the countries acquired by this treaty, 
and to be of the eftimated value of two lacks of 
rupees per annum. 

In our orders, dated the i2th April, 1775, we 
declared our determination to replace the rajah 
upon the throne of his anceftors, upon certain 
terms and conditions, to be agreed upon for the 
mutual benefit of himfelf and the company, with* 
out infringing the rights of the nabob. We de 
clared, that our faith flood pledged by the treaty 
of 1762, to obtain payment of the rajah s tribute 
to the nabob ; and that for the enfuring fucL pay 
ment the fort of Tanjore mould be garrifoned by 
our troops. We directed that you mould pay no 
regard to the article of the treaty of 1771, which 
refpecled the alienation of part of the rajah s do 
minions ; and we declared, that if the nabob had 
not a juft title to thofe territories before the con- 
clufion of the treaty, we denied that he obtained 
any right thereby, except fuch temporary fove- 
reignty, for fecuring the payment of his expences, 
as is therein mentioned. 

Thefe inftr actions appear to have been executed 
in the month of April, 1776 ; and by your letter 
of the 1 4th May following, you certified to us, that 
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the rajah had been put into the polTcllion of the 
whole country his father held in 1762, when the 
treaty was concluded with the nabob ; but we do 
not find that you came to any refolution either 
antecedent or fubfequent to this advice, either for 
queftioning or impeaching the right of the nabob 
to the fovereignty of Arnee, or expreflive of any 
doubt of his title to it. Nevertheleis we find, that 
although the board pafled no fuch refolution, yet 
your prelident, in his letter to the nabob, of the 
3oth July, and 24th Auguft, called upon his high- 
nefs to give up the poffeffion of Arnee to the 
rajah ; and the rajah himfelf, in feveral letters to 
us, particularly in thofe of 2ift October, 1776, 
and the 7th of June, 1777, expreffed his expecta 
tion of our orders for delivering up that fort and 
diftrict to him ; and fo recently as the i5th of Oc 
tober, 1783, he reminds us of his former applica 
tion, and ftates, that the country of Arnee being 
guaranteed to him by the company, it of courfe 
is his right ; but that it has not been given up to 
him, and he therefore earneftly entreats our or 
ders for putting him into the pofTeflion of it. We 
alfo obferve by your letter of the i4th of October, 
1779, that the rajah had not then accounted for 
the nabob s pefhcufli fince his reft oration, but had 
affigned as a reafon for his withdrawing it, that 
the nabob had retained from him the diftricl of 
Arnee, with a certain other diftricl: (Hanamanta- 
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goody) which is made the fubjecl: of another part 
of our prefent difpatches. 

We have thus ftated to you the refult of our en 
quiry into the grounds of the difpute relative to 
Arnee ; and as the refearch has offered no evi 
dence in fupport of the rajah s claim, nor even 
any lights whereby we can difcover in what de 
gree of relation (hip, by confanguinity, caft, or 
other circumftances, the rajah now ftands, or for 
merly ftood, with the killidar of Arnee, or the 
nature of his connexion with, or command over, 
that diftrict, or the authority he exercifed or af- 
fumed previous to the treaty of 1771, we mould 
think ourfelves highly reprehenfible in complying 
with the rajah s requeft ; and the more fo, as it is 
exprefsly ftated, in the treaty of 1762, that this 
fort and diftrict were then in the pofleffion of the 
nabob, as well as the perfon of the jaghiredar, on 
account of his difobedience, and were reftored him 
by the nabob, in condefcenfion to the rajah s re 
queft, upon fuch terms and ftipulations as could 
not, in our judgment, have been impofed by the 
one, or fubmittcd to by the other, if the fove- 
reignty of the one, or the dependency of the 
other, had been at that time a matter of doubt. 

Although thefe materials have not furnimed us 
with evidence in fupport of the rajah s claim, they 
are far from fatisfactory, to evince the juftice of, 
or the political neceffity for, the nabob s continu 
ing 
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ing to withhold the jaghire from the defcendants 
of Tremaul Row ; his hereditary right to that 
jaghire feems to us to have been fully recognifed 
by the ftipulations of the treaty of 1 762, and fo 
little doubted, that on his death, his widow was 
admitted by the nabob to hold it, on account, as 
may be prefumed, of the nonage of his grandfon 
and heir, Seneewafarow, who appears to have 
been confirmed in the jaghire, on her death, by 
the nabob, as the lineal heir and fuccefibr to his 
grandfather. 

With refpect to Seneewafarow, it does not ap 
pear, by any of the proceedings in our poifeffion, 
that he was concerned in the mifconduct of the 
braminees, complained of by the nabob in the 
year 1770, which rendered it neceffary for his 
highnefs to take the jaghire into his own hands, 
or that he was privy to, or could have prevented 
thofe disturbances. 

We therefore direct, that if the heir of Tre 
maul Row is not at prefent in pofleffion of the 
jaghire, and has not, by any violation of the 
treaty, or act of difobedience, incurred a forfei 
ture thereof, he be forthwith reftored to the pof 
feffion of it, according to the terms and ftipula 
tions of the treaty of 1762. But if any powerful 
motive of regard to the peace and tranquillity of 
the Carnatick fhall in your judgment render it ex 
pedient to fufpend the execution of thefe orders, 
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in that cafe you are with all convenient fpeed to 
tranfmit to us your proceedings thereupon, with 
the full ftate of the facts, and of the reafons which 
have actuated your conduct. 

We have before given it as our opinion that the 
ftipulations of the treaty of 1762 do not apply to 
the points remaining to be decided. But the late 
act of parliament having, from the nature of our 
connection with the two powers in the Carnatick, 
pointed out the expediency, and even neceffity, 
of fettling the feveral matters in difpute between 
them, by a fpeedy and permanent arrangement, 
we now proceed to give you our inftructions upon 
the feveral other heads of difputes before enume 
rated. 

With refpect to the fort and diftrict of Hana- 
tnantagoody, we obferve that on the reftoration 
of the rajah in 1776, you informed us in your let 
ter of the 1 4th of May" That the rajah had 
" been put into pofleffion of the whole of the coun- 
" try his father held in 1762 when the treaty was 
" concluded with the nabob;" and on the 25th 
of June you came to the refolution of putting the 
rajah into poflefiion of Hanamantagoody, on the 
ground of its appearing on reference to the na 
bob s inftructions to Mr. Dupre in June, 1762, 
to his reply, and to the rajah s reprefentations of 
25th March, 1771; that Hanamantagoody was 
actually in the hands of the late rajah at the time 

of 
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of making the treaty of 1762. We have referred 
as well to thofe papers as to all the other proceed 
ings on this fubjed, and muft confefs they fall 
very Ihort of demonftrating to us the truth of that 
fad. And we find, by the fecret confultations of 
Fort William, of the ;tn of Auguft, 1776, that 
the fame doubt was entertained by our governour 
general and council. 

But whether, in point of fact, the late rajah was 
or was not in pofleffion of Hanamantagoody, in 
1762, it is notorious that the nabob had always 
claimed the dominion of the countries of which 
this fort and diftricl: are apart. 

We obferve, that the nabob is now in the actual 
pofieilion of this fort and diftricl; and we are not 
warranted, by any document we have feen, to 
concur with the wiflies of the rajah to difpoffeis 
him. 

With regard to the government {hare of the 
crop of 1775-6, we obferve by the dobeer s me 
morandum, recited in your confultations of the 
1 3th of May, 1776, that it was the eftablifhed cuf- 
tom of the Tanjore country to gather in the har- 
veft, and complete the collections within the month 
of March; but that, for the caufes therein particu 
larly ftated, the harveft (and of courfe the collec 
tion of the government mare of the crop) was de 
layed till the month of March was over. We alfo 
obferve, that the rajah was not reftored to his 

kingdom 
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kingdom until the nth of April, 1776; and from 
hence we infer, that if the harveft and collection 
had been finimed at the ufual time, the nabob 
(being then fovereign of the country) would have 
received the full benefit of that year s crop. 

Although the harveft and collection were de 
layed beyond the ufual time, yet we find by the 
proceedings of your government, and particularly 
by Mr. Mackay s minute of the 29th of May, 
1776, and alfo by the dobeer s account, that the 
greateft part of the grain was cut down whilft 
the nabob remained in the government of the 
country. 

It is difficult, from the contradictory allegations 
on the fubject, to afcertain what was the precife 
amount of the collections made after the nabob 
ceafed to have the pofleflion of the country. But 
whatever it was, it appears from general Stuart s 
letter of the 2d of April, 1777, that it had been 
afferted with good authority, that the far greater 
part of the government mare of the crop was plun 
dered by individuals, and never came to account 
in the rajah s treafury. 

Under all the circumftances of this cafe, we muft 
be of opinion, that the government fhare of the 
crop of 1776 belonged to the nabob, as the then 
reigning fovereign of the kingdom of Tanjore, he 
being de faflo, in the full and abfolute poffefllon 
of the government thereof, and confequently that 

the 
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the alignments made by him of the government 
fhare of the crop were valid. 

Neverthelefs, we would by no means be under- 
flood by this opinion to fuggeft, that any further 
demands ought to be made upon the rajah, in re- 
fpect of fuch parts of the government fliare of the 
crop as were collected by his people. 

For, on the contrary, after fo great a length of 
time as hath elapfed, we Ihould think it highly un-. 
juft that the rajah mould be now compelled, either 
to pay the fuppofed balances, whatever they may 
be, or be called upon to render a fpecifick account 
of the collection made by his people. 

The rajah has already, in his letter to governour 
Stratton, of the 2iil of April, 1777, given his af- 
furance, that the produce of the preceding year, 
accounted for to him, was little more than one 
lack of pagodas ; and as you have acquainted us, 
by your letter of the 1/j.th of October, 1779; that 
the rajah has actually paid into our treafury one 
lack of pagodas, by way of depofit, on account 
of the nabob s claims to the crop, till our fenti- 
ments mould be known, we direct you to furceafe 
any further demands from the rajah on that ac 
count. 

We learn by the proceedings, and particularly 
by the nabob s letter to lord Pigot, of the 6th of 
July, 1776, that the nabob previous to the refto- 
ration of the rajah, actually made alignments, or 
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granted tuncaws of the whole of his fhare of the 
crop to his creditors and troops; and that your 
government (entertaining the fame opinion as 
we do upon the queftion of right to. that fhare) 
by letter to the rajah of the 2oth of Auguft, 1776, 
recommended to him " to reftore to Mr. Benfield 
" (one of the principal aflignees or tuncaw-holders 
" of the nabob) the grain of the laft year, which 
" was in poffcfTion of his people, and faid to be 
" forcibly taken from them ; and further, to give 
" Mr. Benfield all reafonable affiftance in recover- 
" ing fuch debts as mould appear to have been 
" juftly due to him from the inhabitants; and ac- 
" quainted the rajah, that it had been judged by 
* a majority of the council, that it was the com- 
" pany s intention to let the nabob have the pro- 
" duce of the crop of 1776, but that you had no 
" intention that the rajah fhould be accountable 
" for more than the government fhare, whatever 
" that might be; and that you did not mean to 
.** do more than recommend to him to fee juftice 
" done, leaving the manner and time to himfelf." 
Subfequent reprefentations appear to have been 
made to the rajah by your government on the 
lame fubjed, in favour of the nabob s mort 
gages. 

In anfwer to thefe applications, the rajah, in his 
letter to Mr. Stratton, of the i2th January, 1777, 
acquainted you, " that he had given orders re- 
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" fpecting the grain which Mr. Benfield had heaped 
up in his country; and with regard to the 
money due to him by the farmers, that he had 
" defired Mr. Benfield to bring accounts of it, that 
he might limit a time for the payment of it, 
proportionably to their ability, and that the ne- 
ceflary orders for flopping this money out of 
" the inhabitants mare of the crop, had been fent 
" to the ryots and aumildars; that Mr. Benfield s 
" gomaftah was then prefent there, and overfaw 
" his affairs; and that in every thing that was juft 
" he (the rajah) willingly obeyed our governour 
" and council." 

Our opinion being, that the rajah ought to be 
anfwerable for no more than the amount of what 
he admits was collected by his people for the go 
vernment fliare of the crop ; and the proceedings 
before us not fufliciently explaining whether, in 
the fum which the rajah, by his before-mention 
ed letter of the 2ift April, 1777, admits to have 
collected, are included thofe parts of the govern 
ment fhare of the crop which were taken by his 
people from Mr., Benfield, or from any other of 
the aflignees, or tuncaw-holders ; and uninformed 
as we alfo are, what compenfation the rajah has or 
has not made to Mr. Benfield, or any other of the 
parties from whom the grain was taken by the ra 
jah s people; or whether, by means of the rajah s 
refufal fo to do, or from any other circumftance, 

any 
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any of the perfons difpoflefled of their grain, may 
have had recourfe to the nabob for fatisfa&ion ; 
we are, for thefe reafons, incompetent to form a 
proper judgment what difpofition ought in juftice 
to be made of the one lack of pagodas depofited 
by the rajah. But as our fentiments and inten 
tions are fo fully exprefled upon the whole fubjeci, 
we prefume you, who are upon the fpot, can have 
no doubt or difficulty in making fuch an applica 
tion of the depofit as will be confident with thofe 
principles of juftice whereon our fentiments are 
founded. But mould any fuch difficulty fuggeft 
itfelf, you will fufpend any application of the depo 
fit, until you have fully explained the fame to us, 
and have received our further orders. 

With refpecfc to the repairs of the Anicut and 
banks of the Cavery, we have upon various occa- 
fions fully exprefled to you our fentiments, and 
in particular, in our general letter of the 4th July 
1777, we referred you to the inveftigation and 
correfpondence on that fubjeci: of the year 1764, 
and to the report made by Mr. James Bourchier, 
on his perfonal furvey of the waters, and to feve- 
ral letters of the year 1765 and 1767; we alfo, by 
our faid general letter, acquainted you, that it 
appeared to us perfectly reafonable that the rajah 
fhould be permitted to repair thofe banks, and the 
Anicut, in the fame manner as had been praclifed 
in times paftj and we directed you to cftablifh 
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fuch regulations, by reference to former ufage, for 
keeping the faid banks in repair, as would be 
effectual, and remove all caufe of complaint in 
future. 

Notwithftanding fuch our inftrucKons, the ra 
jah, in his letter to us of the i5th October 1783, 
complains of the deftruction of the Anicut ; and 
as the cultivation of the Tanjore country appears, 
by all the furveys and reports of our engineers em 
ployed on that fervice, to depend altogether on a 
fupply of water by the Cavery, which can only be 
fecured by keeping the Anicut and banks in re 
pair, we think it neccfTary to repeat to you our 
orders of the 4th July 1777, on the fubject of thofe 
repairs. 

And further, as it appears, by the furvey and 
report of Mr. Pringle, that thofe repairs are attend 
ed with a much heavier expence when done with 
materials taken from the Tanjore diftrict, than 
with thofe of Trichinopoly, and that the laft men 
tioned materials are far preferable to the other, it 
is our order, that if any occurrences mould make 
it neceffary or expedient, you apply to the nabob 
in our name, to defire that his highnefs will permit 
proper fpots of ground to be fet out, and bounded 
by proper marks on the Trichinopoly fide, where 
the rajah and his people may at all times take fand 
and earth fufficient for thefe repairs; and that his 
highnefs will grant his kafe of fuch fpots of land 

for 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 387 

for a certain term of years to the company, at a 
reafonable annual rent, to the intent that through 
you the cultivation of the Tanjore country may 
be fecured, without infringing or impairing the 
rights of the nabob. 

If any attempts have been, or fhall be hereafter 
made to divert the water from the Cavery into 
the Coleroon, by contracting the current of the 1 
Upper or Lower Cavery, by planting long grafs, 
as mentioned in Mr. Pringle s report, or by any 
other means, we have no doubt his highnefs, on a 
proper reprefentation to him in our name, will 
prevent his people from taking any meamres de 
trimental to the Tanjore country, in the profpe- 
rity of which his highnefs, as well as the company, 
is materially interefted. 

Should you fucceed in reconciling the nabob to 
this meafure, we think it but juft, that the pro- 
pofed leafe mail remain no longer in force than 
whilft the rajah mall be punctual in the payment of 
the annual peihcum to the nabob, as well as the 
rent to be referved for the fpots of ground. And 
in order effectually to remove all future occafions 
of jealoufy and complaint between the parties, 
that the rajah on the one hand may be fatisfied 
that all necefiary works for the cultivation of his 
country will be made and kept in repair; and that 
the nabob on the other hand may be fatisfied that 
no encroachment on his rights can be made, nor 

C c 2 any 
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any works detrimental to the fertility of his coun 
try erected; we think it proper that it mould be 
recommended to the parties, as a part of the ad- 
juftment of this very important point, that Ikilful 
engineers, appointed by the company, be employed 
at the rajah s expence to conduct all the neceflary 
works, with the ftricteft attention to the refpec- 
tive rights and interefts of both parties. This will 
remove every probability of injury or difpute ; 
but mould either party unexpectedly conceive 
themfelves to be injured, immediate redrefs might 
be obtained by application to the government of 
Madras, under whofe appointment the engineer 
will act, without any difcuffion between the parties, 
which might difturb that harmony which it is fo 
much the wim of the company to eftablifh and 
preferve, as effential to the profperity and peace of 
the Carnatick. 

Having now, in obedience to the directions of 
the act of parliament, upon the fulleft confidera- 
tion of the indeterminate rights r.nd pretenfions 
of the nabob and rajah, pointed out fuch meafures 
and arrangements as in our judgment and difcre- 
tion will be beft calculated to afcertain and fettle 
the fame, we hope, that upon a candid confidera- 
tion of the whole fyftem, although each of the 
parties may feel difappointed in our decifion on 
particular points, they will be convinced that we 
have been guided in our inveftigation by principles 

of 
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of ftrift juftice and impartiality, and that the moft 
anxious attention has been paid to the fubftantial 
interefts of both parties, and fuch a general and 
comprehenfive plan of arrangement propofed, as 
will moft effectually prevent all future diffatisfac- 
tion. 

Approved by the board. 

HENRY DUNDAS, 

Whitehall, WALSINGHAM, 

Otiober 27, 1784, W. W. GRENVILLE, 

MULGRAVE. 
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Referred to from p. 279 and 287. 

Extract of a letter from the Court of Directors, 
to the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George, 
as amended and approved by the Board of Con 
trol. 

WE have taken into our confideration the fe- 
veral advices and papers received from India, re 
lative to the aflignment of the revenues of the 
Carnatick, from the conclufion of the Bengal 
treaty to the date of your letter in October 1783, 

C c 3 together 
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together with the reprefentations of the nabob of 
the Carnatick upon that fubjeft; and although 
we might contend, that the agreement ftiould fub- 
lift till we are fully reimburfed his highnefs s pro 
portion of the expences of the war, yet from a 
principle of moderation and perfonal attachment 
to our old ally, his highnefs the nabob of the Car 
natick, for whofe dignity and happinefs we are 
ever folicitous, and to cement more ftrongly, if 
poffible, that mutual harmony and confidence 
which our connection makes fo eflentially necef- 
fary for our reciprocal fafety and welfare, and for 
removing from his mind every idea offecret defign on 
our part to lejjen his authority over the internal go- 
vernment of the Carnatick, and the collection and 
adminiftration of its revenues, we have refolved 
that the alignment {hall be furrendered ; and we 
do accordingly direct our preiident, in whofe name 
the aflignment was taken, without delay , to furren- 
der the fame to his highnefs. But while we have 
adopted this refolution, we repofe entire confi 
dence in his highnefs, that, actuated by the fame 
motives of liberality, and feelings of old friendfliip 
and alliance, he will chearfully and inftantly ac 
cede to fuch arrangements as are neceflary to be 
adopted for our common fafety, and for preferv- 
ing the refpect, rights, and interefts we enjoy in 
the Carnatick. The following are the heads and 
principles of fuch an arrangement as we are deci- 

fively 
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lively of opinion muft be adopted for thefe pur- 
pofes, viz. 

That for making a provifion for difcharging the 
nabob s juft debts to the company and individuals 
(for the payment of which his highnefs has fo fre 
quently expreffed the greateft folicitude) the nabob 
Jhall give foucar fecurity for the p unftual payment, by 
inftalments, into the company s treafury, of twelve 
lacks of pagodas per annum (as voluntarily pro- 
pofed by his highnefs) until thofe debts, with inte- 
reft, mall be difcharged; and mall alfo confent 
that the equitable provifion lately made by the Bri- 
tiili Icgiflature for the liquidation of thofe debts, 
and fuch refolutions and determinations as we {hall 
hereafter make, under the authority of that provi 
fion for the liquidation and adjuftment of the faid 
debts, bond fide incurred, mall be carried into full 
force and effect. 

Should any difficulty arife between his highnefs 
and our government of Fort St. George, in refpect 
to the refponfibllity of the foucar fecurity , or the times 
and terms of the inftalmcnts, it is our pleafurc that 
you pay obedience to the orders and refolutions of 
our governour general and council of Bengal in 
refpecc thereto, not doubting but the nabob will 
in fuch cafe confent to abide by the determination 
of our faid fupreme government. 

Although, from the great confidence we repofe 
in the honour and integrity of the nabob, and 

c 4 from 
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from an earneft defire not to fubjecT: him to any 
embarraffment on this occafion, we have not pro- 
pofed any fpecifick alignment of territory or re 
venue for fecuring the payments aforefaid, we 
neverthelefs think it our duty, as well to the pri 
vate creditors, whofe interefts in this refpecl: have 
been fo folemnly intruded to us by the late adt of 
parliament, as from regard to the debt due to the 
company, to infift on a declaration that in the 
event of the failure of the fecurity propofed, or in 
default of payment at the ftipulated periods, we 
referve to ourfelves full right to demand of the 
nabob fuch additional fecurity, by alignment on his 
country, as ihall be effectual for anfwering the 
purpofes of the agreement. 

After having conciliated the mind of the nabob 
to this meafure, and adjufted the particulars, you 
are to carry the fame into execution by a formal 
deed between his highnefs and the company, ac 
cording to the tenour of thefe inftruclions. 

As the adminiftration of the Britifh interefts 
and connections in India has in fome refpects af- 
fumed a new ihape by the late aft of parliament, 
and a general peace in India has been happily ac- 
complimed, the prefent appears to us to be the 
proper period, and which cannot without great 
imprudence be omitted, to fettle and arrange, by 
a juft and equitable treaty, a plan for the future 
defence and protection of the Carnatick, both in 

time 
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time of peace and war, on a folid and lading 
foundation. 

For the accomplifhment of this great and necef- 
fary object, we direct you, in the name of the com 
pany, to ufe your utmoft endeavours to imprefs 
the expediency of, and the good effects to be de 
rived from, this meafure, fo ftrongly upon the 
minds of the nabob and the rajah of Tanjore, as 
to prevail upon them, jointly or feparately, to en 
ter into one or more treaty or treaties with the 
company, grounded on this principle of equity, 
That all the contracting parties mall be bound to 
contribute jointly to the fupport of the military 
force and garrifons, as well in peace as in war. 

That the military peace eftablifhment mail be 
forthwith fettled and adjufted by the company, in 
purfuance of the authority and directions given 
to them by the late act of parliament. 

As the payment of the troops and garrifons, oc- 
cafional expences in the repairs and improvements 
of fortifications, and other fervices incidental to a 
military eftablifhment, muft of neceflity be punc 
tual and accurate, no latitude of perfonal affurance 
or reciprocal confidence of either of the parties 
on the other, muft be accepted or required; but the 
nabob and rajah muft of neceflity fpecify particu 
lar diftricts and revenues for fecuring the due and 
regular payment of their contributions into the 
treafury of the company, with whom the charge 

of 
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of the defence of the coaft, and of courfe the 
power of the fword, muft be exclufively intrufted, 
with power for the company, in cafe of failure 
or default of fuch payments, at the ftipulated 
times and feafons, to enter upon and poflefs fuch 
diftricts, and to let the fame to renters, to be 
confirmed by the nabob and the rajah refpectively ^ 
but trufting that in the execution of this part of 
the arrangement no undue obftruction will be 
given by either of thofe powers, we direct, that 
this part of the treaty be coupled with a moft po- 
fitive affurance, on our part, of our determina 
tion to fupport the dignity and authority of the 
nabob and rajah, in the exclufive adminiftration 
of the civil government and revenues of their re- 
fpective countries ; and further, that in cafe of any 
hoftility committed againft the territories of either 
of the contracting parties, on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, the whole revenues of their refpective 
territories mall be confidered as one common 
ftock, to be appropriated in the common caufe of 
their defence That the company on their part 
fhall engage to refrain, during the war, from the 
application of any part of their revenues to any 
commercial purpofes whatfoever, but apply the 
whole, fave only the ordinary charges of their 
civil government, to the purpofes of the war 
That the nabob and the rajah mail in like manner 
engage on their parts to refrain, during the war, 

from 
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from the application of any part of their revenues, 
fave only what {hall be actually neceflary for the 
fupport of themfelves, and the civil government 
of their refpeclive countries, to any other pur- 
pofes than that of defraying the expences of fuch 
military operations as the company may find it 
neceffary to carry on for the common fafety of 
their interefts on the coaft of Coromandel. 

And to obviate any difficulties or mifunderftand- 
ing which might arife from leaving indeterminate 
the fum neceflary to be appropriated for the civil 
eftablifliment of each of the refpeclive powers, 
that the fum be now afcertained which is indif- 
penfably neceflary to be applied to thofe purpofes, 
and which is to be held facred under every emer 
gency, and fet apart previous to the application of 
the reft of the revenues, as hereby ftipulated, for 
the purpofes of mutual or. common defence againft 
any enemy, for clearing the incumbrance which 
may have become neceflarily incurred in addition 
to the expenditure of thofe revenues which muft be 
akvays deemed part of the war eftablijhment. This 
\ve think abfolutely neceflary, as nothing can tend 
ib much to the prefervation of peace, and to pre 
vent the renewal of hoftilities, as the early putting 
the finances of the feveral powers upon a clear, 
footing ; and the {hewing to all other powers, 
that the company, the nabob, and the rajah, are 
firmly united in one common caufe, and combined 

in, 
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in one fyftem of permanent and vigorous defence, 
for the prefervation of their refpective territories, 
and the general tranquillity. 

That the whole aggregate revenue of the con 
tracting parties {hall, during the war, be under the 
application of the company, and mail continue as 
long after the war as Jhall be neceffary, to difcharge 
the burthens contracted by it ; but it muft be de 
clared, that this provilion mall in no refpect ex 
tend to deprive either the nabob or the rajah of 
the fubftantial authority neceffary to the collection 
of the revenues of their refpeclive countries. But 
it is meant that they mail faithfully perform the 
conditions of this arrangement ; and if a divifion 
of any part of the revenues, to any other than the 
ftipulated purpofes, mall take place, the company 
mall be entitled to take upon themfelves the col 
lection of the revenue. 

The company are to engage, during the time 
they mall adminifter the revenues, to produce to 
the other contracting parties regular accounts of 
the application thereof to the purpofes ftipulated 
by the treaty, and faithfully apply them in fup- 
port of the war. 

And laftly, as the defence of the Carnatick is 
thus to reft with the company, the nabob fhall be 
fatisfied of the propriety of avoiding all unnecef- 
fary expence, and will therefore agree not to main 
tain a greater number of troops than ihall be ne- 

ceflary 
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ceffary for the fupport of his dignity, and the 
fplendour of the durbar, which number {hall be 
fpecified in the treaty ; and if any military aid is 
requifite for the fecurity and collection of his re 
venues, other than the fixed eftablimment employ 
ed to enforce the ordinary collections, and preferve 
the police of the country, the company muft be 
bound to furnifh him with fuch aid : the rajah of 
Tanjore muft likewife become bound by iimilar 
engagements, and be entitled to fimilar aid. 

As, in virtue of the powers vefted in lord Ma 
cartney, by the agreement of December, 1781, 
fundry leafes, of various periods, have been grant 
ed to renters, we direct, that you apply to the na 
bob, in our name, for his confent, that they may 
be permitted to hold their leafes to the end of the 
ftipulated term ; and we have great reliance* on 
the liberality and fpirit of accommodation mani- 
fefted by the nabob on fo many occafions, that he 
will be difpofed to acquiefce in a proportion fo 
juft and reafonable; but if, contrary to our expec 
tations, his highnefs mould be impreffed with any 
particular averiion to comply with this propofi- 
tion, we do not defire you to infift upon it as an 
eflential part of the arrangement to take place be 
tween us ; but in that event you muft take efpc- 

* For the ground of this*** great reliance," fee the papers in 
this Appendix, No. 5. ; as alfo the nabob s letters to the court 
of dire&ors in this Appendix, No. 10. 

cial 
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cial care to give fuch indemnification to the ren 
ters for any lofs they may fuftain, as you judge to 
be reafonable. 

It equally concerns the honour of our govern 
ment, that fuch natives as may have been put in 
any degree of authority over the collections, in 
confequence of the deed of aflignment, and who 
have proved faithful to their truft, fhall not fuffer 
inconvenience on account of their fidelity. 

Having thus given our fentiments at large, as 
well for the furrender of the aflignment, as with 
regard to thofe arrangements which we think ne- 
cefiary to adopt in confequence thereof, we can 
not difmifs this fubjecl without exprefling our 
higheft approbation of the ability, moderation, and 
command of temper, with which our prefident at 
Madras has conducted himfelf in the management 
of a very delicate and embarrafling fituation. His 
conduct, and that of the felect committee of Fort 
St. George, in the execution of the truft delegated 
to lord Macartney, by the nabob Mahomed Ally, 
has been vigorous and effectual, for the purpofe 
of realizing as great a revenue, at a crifis of necef- 
fity, as the nature of the cafe admitted ; and the 
imputation of corruption, fuggefted in fome of the 
proceedings, appears to be totally groundlefs and 
unwarranted. 

While we find fo much to applaud, it is with 
regret we are induced to advert to any thing 

which 
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which may appear worthy of blame, as the ftep of 
iffuing the Torana Chits in lord Macartney s own 
name can only be juftined upon the ground of ab- 
folute neceffity ; * and as his lordfhip had every 
reafon to believe that the demand, when made, 
would be irkfome and difagreeable to the feelings 
of Mahomed Ally, every precaution ought to have 
been ufed, and more time allowed, for proving 
that neceffity, by previous acts of addrefs, civility, 
and conciliation, applied for the purpofes of ob 
taining his authority to fuch a meafure. It ap 
pears to us, that more of this might have been 
ufed ; and therefore we cannot confider the omif- 
fion of it as blamelefs, confident with our wifhes 
of fanclifying no acl contrary to the fpirit of the 
agreement, or derogatory to the authority of the 
nabob of the Carnatick, in the exercife of any of 

* For the full proof of this neceffity, lord Macartney s whole 
correfpondence on the fubjedl may be referred to. Without the 
aft here condemned, not one of the acts commended in the pre 
ceding paragraph could be performed. By referring to the na 
bob s letters in this Appendix it will be feen what fort of tafk 
a, governour has on his hands, who is to ufe, according to the di- 
redtion of this letter, " ads of addrefs, civility, and conciliation, 
and to pay, upon all occafions, the higheft attention" to perfons, 
who at the very time are falfely, and in the grofleft terms, ac- 
cufing him of peculation, corruption, treafon, and every fpecies 
of malverfation in office. The recommendation, under menaces 
of fuch behaviour, and under fuch circumftances, conveys a lef- 
fon, the tendency of which cannot be mifunderftood. 

his 
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his juft rights, in the government of the people 
under his authority. 

We likewife obferve, the nabob has complained 
that no official communication was made to him 
of the peace, for near a month after the ceflation 
of arms took place. This, and every other mark 
of difrefpect to the nabob, will ever appear highly 
reprehenfible in our eyes ; and we direct that you 
do, upon all occalions, pay the higheft attention to 
him and his family. 

Lord Macartney, in his minute of the gth of 
September laft, has been fully under our confide- 
ration : we mail ever applaud the prudence and 
forefight of our fervants, which induces them to 
collect and communicate to us, every opinion, or 
even ground of fufpicion, they may entertain, re 
lative to any of the powers in India, with whofe 
conduct our intereft, and the fafety of our fettle- 
ments, is eflentially connected. At the fame time 
we earneftly recommend, that thofe opinions and 
fpeculations be communicated to us with pru 
dence, difcretion, and all poffible fccrecy ; and the 
terms in which they are conveyed be exprejfed in a 
manner as little offenfive as pojjlble to the powers whom 
they may concern, and into whofe hands they may fall.* 

We 

* The delicacy here recommended in the exprejjiom concern 
ing condudl " with which the fafety of our fettlements is eflen- 
" tially connected," is a leflbn of the fame nature with the for 
mer. 
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We next proceed to give you our fentiments 
refpecting the private debts of the nabob ; and we 
cannot but acknowledge, that the origin and juftice, 
both of the loan of 1767, and the loan of 1777, 
commonly called the cavalry loan, appear to us 
clear and indifputable, agreeable to the true fenfe 
and fpirit of the late acl: of parliament. 

In fpeaking of the loan of 1767, we are to be 
underftood as fpeaking of the debt as conftituted 
by the original bonds of that year, bearing intereil 
at io/. per cent. ; and therefore, if any of the na 
bob s creditors, under a pretence that their debts 
made part of the confolidated debt of 1767, al 
though fecured by bonds of a fubfequent date, 
carrying an intereft exceeding i o/. per cent, mail 
claim the benefit of the following orders, we di 
rect that you pay no regard to fuch claims, with 
out further efpecial inftruclions for that purpofe. 

With refpecl to the confolidated debt of 1777, 
it certainly (lands upon a lefs favourable footing. 

mer. Dangerous deligns, if truly fuch, ought to be expreffed 
according to their nature and qualities ; and as for the fccrecy 
recommended concerning the deligns here alluded to, nothing 
can be more abfurd, as they appear very fully and directly in 
the papers publifhed by the authority of the court of directors 
in 1775, and may be eafily difcerned from the proportions for 
the Bengal treaty, publiflied in the Reports of the Committee 
of Secrecy, anfi in the Reports of the Select Committee. The 
keeping of fuch fecrets too long has been one caufe of the Car- 
natick war, and of the ruin of our affairs in India. 

VOL. IV. D d So 
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So early as the 2yth March, 1769, it was or 
dered by our then prefident and council of Fort 
St. George, that for the preventing all perfons 
living under the company s protection from hav 
ing any dealings with any of the country powers, 
or their minifters, without the knowledge or con- 
fent of the board, an advertifement fhould be pub- 
limed, by fixing it up at the fea-gate, and fending 
round a copy to the company s fervants and inha 
bitants, and to the different fubordinates, and our 
garrifons, and giving it out in general orders ; 
ftating therein, that the prefident and council did 
confider the irreverfible order of the court of di 
rectors of the year 1714 (whereby their people 
were prohibited from having any dealings with 
the country governments in money matters) to be 
in full force and vigour; and thereby exprefsly 
forbidding all fervants of the company, and other 
Europeans under their jurifdiclion, to make loans, 
or have any money tranfactions with any of the 
princes or ftates in India, without fpecial licence 
and permiffion of the prelident and council for 
the time being, except only in the particular cafes 
there mentioned; and declaring, that any wilful 
deviation therefrom mould be deemed a breach of 
orders, and treated as fuch. And on the 4th of 
March 1778, it was refolved by our prefident and 
council of Fort St. George, that the confolidated 
debt of 1777 was not, on any refpect whatever, 
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conducted under the aufpices or protection of that 
government ; and on the circumftance of the con- 
folidation of the faid debt being made known to 
us, we did, on the 2^d of December, 1778, write 
to you in the following terms : " Your account 
" of the nabob s private debts is very alarming ; 
" but from whatever caufe or caufes thofe debts 
" have been contracted or increafed, we hereby 
repeat our orders, that the fanction of the com 
pany be on no account given to any kind of fe- 
curity for the payment or liquidation of any 
part thereof (except by the exprefs authority of 
" the court of directors) on any account or pre- 
" tence whatever." 

The loan of 1777, therefore, has no fanction or 
authority from us ; and in conlidering the fitua- 
tion and circumftances of this loan, we cannot 
omit to obferve, that the creditors could not be 
ignorant how greatly the affairs of the nabob were 
at that time deranged, and that his debt to the 
company was then very confiderable ; the pay 
ment of which the parties took the moft effectual 
means to poftpone, by procuring an aflignment 
of fuch fpecifick revenues, for the difcharge of 
their own debts, as alone could have enabled the 
nabob to have difcharged that of the company. 

Under all thefe circumftances, we fhould be 
warranted to refufe our aid or protection in the 
recovery of this loan ; but when we conlider the 

D d 2 inexpediency 
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inexpediency of keeping the fubjed of the nabob s 
debts longer afloat than is abfolutely neceflary ; 
when we confider how much the final conclulion of 
this bufinefs will tend to promote tranquillity, cre 
dit, and circulation of property in the Carnatick ; 
and when we confider that the debtor concurs with 
the creditor in eftablifhing thejuftice of thofe debts 
confolidated in 1777 into grofs fums, for which 
bonds were given, liable to be transferred to per- 
fons different from the original creditors, and hav 
ing no mare or knowledge of the tranfactions in 
which the debts originated, and of courfe how 
little ground there is to expecl: any fubftantial 
good to refult from an unlimited inveftigation 
into them, we have refolved fo far to recognife 
the juftice of thofe debts, as to extend to them 
that protection which, upon more forcible grounds, 
we have feen caufe to allow to the other two clafles 
of debts. But, although we fo far adopt the ge 
neral prefumption in their favour, as to admit 
them to a participation in the manner hereafter 
directed, we do not mean to debar you from re 
ceiving any complaints againft thofe debts of 1777, 
at the inftance either of the nabob himfelf, or of 
other creditors injured by their being fo admitted, 
or by any other perfons having a proper intereft, 
or ftating reafonable grounds of objection ; and 
if any complaints are offered, we order that the 
grounds of all fuch be attentively examined by 

you, 
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you, and be tranfmitted to us, together with the 
evidence adduced in fupport of them, for our 
final decifion ; and as we have before directed, 
that the fum of twelve lacks of pagodas, to be re 
ceived annually from the nabob, Ihould be paid 
into our treafury, it is our order that the fame 
be diftributed according to the following arrange 
ment. 

That the debt be made up in the following 
manner, viz. 

The debt confolidated in 1767 to be made up 
to the end of the year 1784, with the current in 
tereft at ten per cent. 

The cavalry loan to be made up to the fame pe 
riod, with the current intereft at twelve per cent. 

The debt confolidated in 1777 to be made up 
to the fame period, with the current intereft at 
twelve per cent, to November, 1781, and from 
thence with the current intereft at fix per cent. 

The twelve lacks annually to be received, are 
then to be applied, 

1. To the growing intereft on the cavalry loan, 
at twelve per cent. 

2. To the growing intereft on the debt of 1777, 
at fix per cent. 

The remainder to be equally divided; one half 
to be applied to the extinction of the company s 
debt, the other half to be applied to the payment 
of growing intereft at io/. per cent, and towards 
the difcharge of the principal of the debt of 1767. 

D d This 
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This arrangement to continue till the principal 
of the debt 1767 is difcharged. 

The application of the twelve lacks is then to 
be, 

i. To the intereft of the debt 1777, as above. 
The remainder to be then equally divided; one 
half towards the difcharge of the current intereft 
and principal of the cavalry loan, and the other 
half towards the difcharge of the company s debt. 

When the cavalry loan {hall be thus difcharged, 
there lhall then be paid, towards the difcharge of 
the company s debt, feven lacks. 

To the growing intereft and capital of the 1777 
loan, five lacks. 

When the company s debt mall be difcharged, 
the whole is then to be applied in difcharge of the 
debt 1777. 

If the nabob fhall be prevailed upon to apply 
the arrears and growing payments of the Tanjore 
pefhcufh in further difcharge of his debts, over 
and above the twelve lacks of pagodas, we direct 
that the whole of that payment, when made, mall 
be applied towards the reduction of the company s 
debt. 

We have laid down thefe general rules of dif- 
tribution, as appearing to us founded on juftice, 
and the relative circumftances of the different 
debts; and therefore we give our authority and 
protection to them only on the fuppofition that 
they who afk our protection acquiefce in the con 
dition 
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dition upon which it is given ; and therefore we 
exprefsly order, that if any creditor of the nabob, 
a fervant of the company, or being under our pro 
tection, fliall refufe to exprefs his acquiefcence in 
thefe arrangements, he mall not only be excluded 
from receiving any mare of the fund under your 
diftribution, but mall be prohibited from taking 
any feparate meafures to recover his debt from 
the nabob, it being one great inducement to our 
adopting this arrangement, that the nabob mail 
be relieved from all further difquietude by the 
importunities of his individual creditors, and be 
left at liberty to purfue thofe meafures for the 
profperity of his country, which the embarrafT- 
ments of his fituation have hitherto deprived him 
of the means of exerting. And we further direct, 
that if any creditor mall be found refractory, or 
difpofed to difturb the arrangement we have fug- 
gefted, he mail be difmifled the fervice, and fent 
home to England. 

The directions we have given only apply to the 
three clafles of debts which have come under our 
observation. It has been furmifed, that the nabob 
has of late contracted further debts ; if any of 
thefe are due to Britifh fubjects, we forbid any 
countenance or protection whatever to be given 
to them, until the debt is fully inveftigated, the 
nature of it reported home, and our fpecial inftruc- 
tions upon it received. 

D d 4 We 
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We cannot conclude this fubjecT:, without ad 
verting in the ftrongeft terms to the prohibitions 
which have from time to time nTued under the au 
thority of different courts of directors againft any 
of our fervants, or of thofe under our protection, 
having any money tranfactions with any of the 
country powers, without the knowledge and 
previous confent of our refpe^live governments 
abroad ; we are happy to find that the nabob, fen- 
iible of the great embarraffments both to his own 
and the company s affairs, which the enormous 
amount of their private claims have occafioned, is 
willing to engage not to incur any new debts with 
individuals, and we think little difficulty will be 
found in perfuading his highnefs into a pofitive 
ftipulation for that purpofe; and though the le- 
giflature has thus humanely interfered in behalf of 
fuch individuals as might otherwife have been re 
duced to great diftrefs by the paft tranfactions, we 
hereby, in the moft pointed and pofitive terms, re 
peat our prohibition upon this fubjecl:; and di 
rect that no perfon, being a fervant of the com 
pany, or being under our protection, mall, on any 
pretence whatever, be concerned in any loan or 
other money t ran faction with any of the country 
powers, unleis with the knowledge and exprefs 
perrnillion of our refpeclive governments. And 
if any of our fervants, or others being under our 
protection, lhall be difcovered in any refpect coun 
teracting 
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teracting thefe orders, we ftrictly enjoin you to 
take the firft opportunity of fending them home 
to England, to be puniftied as guilty of difobe- 
dience of orders, and no protection or afliftance 
of the company fhall be given for the recovery of 
any loans connected with fuch tranfa&ions. Your 
particular attention to this fubject is ftrictly en 
joined; and any connivance on your parts, to a 
breach of our orders upon it, will incur our 
high eft difpleafure. 

In order to put an end to thofe intrigues, which 
have been fo fuccefsfully carried on at the nabob s 
durbar, we repeat our prohibition in the flrongeft 
terms refpecting any intercourfe between Britifh 
fubjects and the nabob and his family, as we are 
convinced that fuch an intercourfe has been car 
ried on greatly to the detriment and expence of 
the nabob, and merely to the advantage of indi 
viduals. We therefore direct, that all perfons who 
fhall offend againft the letter and fpirit of this ne- 
ceflary order, whether in the company s fervice, 
or under their protection, be forthwith fent to 
England. 

Approved by the Board. 

HENRY DUNDAS, 

Whitehall, WALSINGHAM, 

i$th Oft. 1784. W. W. GRENVILLE, 

MULGRAVE. 

Extraft 
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Extract from the Reprefentation of the Court of 
Directors of the Eaft India Company. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is with extreme concern that we exprefs a 
difference of opinion with your right honourable 
board, in this early exercife of your controlling 
power; but in fo novel an inftitution, it can 
fcarce be thought extraordinary, if the exact boun 
daries of our refpective functions and duties 
mould not at once, on either fide, be precifely and 
familiarly underftood, and therefore confide in 
your juftice and candour for believing that we 
have no wifh. to evade or fruftrate the falutary pur- 
pofes of your inilitution, as we on our part are 
thoroughly fatisfied that you have no wifh to en 
croach on the legal powers of the Eaft India com 
pany: we lhall proceed to ftate our objections to 
fuch of the amendments as appear to us to be either 
infufficent, inexpedient, or unwarranted. 

6th. Concerning the private Debts of the Nabob 
of Arcot, and the Application of the Fund of 
twelve Lacks of Pagodas per Annum. 

Under this head you are pleafed, in lieu of our 
paragraphs, to fubftantiate at once the juftice of all 
thofe demands which the act requires us to invef- 
tigate, fubject only to a right referved to the 

nabob, 
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nabob, or any other party concerned, to queftion 
the juftice of any debt falling within the laft of the 
three clafles ; we fubmit, that at leaft the oppor 
tunity of queftioning, within the limited time, 
the juftice of any of the debts, ought to have been 
fully preferved; and fuppofing the firft and fe- 
cond claffes to ftand free from imputation (as we 
incline to believe they do) no injury can refult to 
individuals from fuch difcuflion: and we further 
fubmit to your confideration, how far the exprefs 
direction of the aft to examine the nature and 
origin of the debts has been, by the amended pa 
ragraphs, complied with; and whether at leaft 
the rate of intereft, according to which the debts 
arifing from foucar alignment of the land reve 
nues to the fervants of the company, adingin the 
capacity of native bankers, have been accumulated, 
ought not to be inquired into, as well as the rea- 
fonablenefs of the deduction of 25 per cent, which 
the Bengal government directed to be made from 
a great part of the debts on certain conditions. 
But to your appropriation of the fund, our duty 
requires that we mould ftate our ftrongeft diflent. 
Our right to be paid the arrears of thofe expences, 
by which, almoft to our own ruin, we have pre 
ferved the country, and all the property connected 
with it, from falling a prey to a foreign conque 
ror, furely ftands paramount to all claims for 
former debts upon the revenues of a country fo 

preferved, 
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preferved, even if the legiflature had not exprefsly 
limited the affiftance to be given the private cre 
ditors to be fuch as mould be confident with our 
own rights. The nabob had, long before paffing 
the act, by treaty with our Bengal government, 
agreed to pay us feven lacks of pagodas, as part of 
the twelve lacks, in liquidation of thofe arrears, 
of which feven lacks the arrangement you have 
been pleafed to lay down would take away from 
us more than the half, and give it to private cre 
ditors, of whofe demands there are only about a 
fixth part which do not ftand in a predicament that 
you declare would not entitle them to any aid or 
protection from us in the recovery thereof, were 
it not upon grounds of expediency, as will more 
particularly appear by the annexed eftimate. Un 
til our debt mail be difcharged, we can by no 
means confent to give up any part of the feven 
lacks to the private creditors ; and we humbly ap 
prehend, that in this declaration we do not ex 
ceed the limits of the authority and rights vefted 
in vis. 



The 
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The Right honourable the Commiflioners for the 
Affairs of India. 



The REPRESENTATION of the Court of Direc 
tors of the Eaft India Company. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

THE court having duly attended to your rea- 
fonings and decilions, on thefubjech of Arnee and 
Hanamantagoody, beg leave to obferve, with due 
deference to your judgment, that the directions 
we had given in thefe paragraphs, which did not 
obtain your approbation, ftill appear to us to have 
been confiftent with juftice, and agreeable to the 
late acfc of parliament, which pointed out to us, 
as we apprehended, the treaty of 1762 as our 
guide. 

Signed by order of the faid court, 



THO. MORTON, Sec. 



Ea/l India Houfe, 
the %d November , 1784. 



Extract 
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Extract of a Letter from the Commiffioners for 
the Affairs of India, to the Court of Directors, 
dated 3d November, 1784, in Anfwer to their 
Remonftrance. 

Sixth Article. 

WE think it proper, confidering the particular 
nature of the fubject, to ftate to you the following 
remarks on that part of your reprefentation which 
relates to the plan for the difcharge of the nabob s 
debts. 

i ft. You compute the revenue which the Car- 
natick may be expected to produce only at twenty 
lacks of pagodas. If we concurred with you in 
this opinion, we {hould certainly feel our hopes of 
advantage to all the parties from this arrangement 
coniiderably diminifhed. But we truft, that we 
are not too fanguine on this head, when we place 
the greateft reliance on the eftimate tranfmitted 
to you by your prefident of Fort St. George, hav 
ing there the beft means of information upon the 
fact, and ftating it with a particular view to the 
fubject matter of thefe paragraphs. Some allow 
ance, we are fenfible, muft be made for the diffe 
rence of collection in the nabob s hands, but we 
truft not fuch as to reduce the receipt nearly to 

what you fuppofe. 

2dly. 
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2&lt;dly. In making up the amount of the private 
debts, you take in compound intereft at the diffe 
rent rates fpecified in our paragraph. This it was 
not our intention to allow; and left any mifcon- 
ception mould arife on the fpot, we have added an 
exprefs direction, that the debts be made up with 
limple intereft only, from the time of their refpec- 
tive confolidation. Claufe Ff. 

3dly. We have alfo the ftrongeft grounds to 
believe, that the debts will be, in other refpecls, 
confiderably lefs than they are now computed by 
you ; and confequently, the company s annual 
proportion of the twelve lacks will be larger than 
it appears on your eftimate. But even on your 
own ftatement of it, if we add to the 1 50,000!. or 
3,75,000 pagodas (which you take as the annual 
proportion to be received by the company for five 
years to the end of 1789) the annual amount of 
the Tanjore pefhcufh for the fame period, and the 
arrears on the pemcufh (propofed by lord Ma 
cartney to be received in three years); the whole 
will make a fum not falling very fhort of pagodas 
35,00,000, the amount of pagodas 7,00,000 per 
annum for the fame period. And if we carry our 
calculations farther, it will appear that, both by 
the plan propofed by the nabob, and adopted in 
your paragraphs, and by that which we tranfmit- 
ted to you, the debt from the nabob, if taken 
at 3,000,000!. will be difcharged nearly at the 

fame 
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fame period, viz. in the courfe of the eleventh 
year. We cannot therefore be of opinion that 
there is the fmalleft ground for objecting to this 
arrangement, as injurious to the interefts of the 
company, even if the meafure were to be confi- 
dered on the mere ground of expediency, and 
with a view only to the wifdom of re-eftabliftiing 
credit and circulation in a commercial fettlement, 
without any confideration of thofe motives of at 
tention to the feelings and honour of the nabob, 
of humanity to individuals, and of juftice to per- 
fons in your fervice, and living under your pro 
tection, which have actuated the legiflature, and 
which afford not only juftifiable, but commend 
able grounds for your conduct. 

Impreffed with this conviction, we have not 
made any alteration in the general outlines of the 
arrangement which we had before tranfmitted to 
you. But, as the amount of the nabob s revenue 
is matter of uncertain conjecture, and as it does 
not appear juft to us, that any deficiency mould 
fall wholly on any one clafs of thefe debts, we 
have added a direction to your government of 
Fort St. George, that if, notwithstanding the pro- 
vifions contained in our former paragraphs, any 
deficiency fhould arife, the payments of what 
mall be received fhall be made in the fame propor 
tion which would have obtained in the divifion of 
the whole twelve lacks, had they been paid. 

APPENDIX, 
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APPENDIX, No. 10. 
Referred to from p. 309. 

[THE following extracts are fubjoined, to fliew 
the matter and the flyle of reprefentation employed 
by thofe who have obtained that afcendency over 
the nabob of Arcot, which is defcribed in the letter 
marked No. 6. of the prefent Appendix, and which 
is fo totally deft motive of the authority and credit 
of the lawful Britifli government at Madras. The 
charges made by thefe perfons have been folemnly 
denied by Lord Macartney ; and, to judge from 
the character of the parties accufed and accufing, 
they are probably void of all foundation. But as 
the letters are in the name and under the fignature 
of a perfon of great rank and confequence among 
the natives; as they contain matter of the moft 
ferious nature j as they charge the moft enormous 
crimes, and corruptions of the grofleft kind, on a 
Britifh governour ; and as they refer to the na 
bob s minifter in Great Britain for proof and fur 
ther elucidation of the matters complained of, 
common decency, and common policy, demanded 
an inquiry into their truth or falfhood. The writ 
ing is obvioufly the product of fome Engiim pen. 
If, on inquiry, thefe charges {hould be made good 
VOL. IV. E e (a thing 
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(a thing very unlikely) the party accufed would 
become a juft object of animadverfion. If they 
fhould be found (as in all probability they would 
be found) falfe and calumnious, and fupported by 
forgery r , then the cenfure would fall on the accufer; 
at the fame time the neceflity would be manifeft 
for proper meafures towards the fecurity of go 
vernment againft fuch infamous accufations. It is 
as neceflary to protect the honeft fame of virtuous 
governours, as it is to punifh the corrupt and ty 
rannical. But neither the court of directors nor 
the board of control have made any inquiry into 
the truth or falfhood of thefe charges. They have 
covered over the accufers and accufed with abun 
dance of compliments. They have infmuated fome 
oblique cenfures; and they have recommended 
perfect harmony between the chargers of corrup 
tion and peculation, and the perfons charged with 
thefe crimes.] 

I3th October, 1782. Extract of a trariflation of 
a letter from the nabob of Arcot to the chair 
man of the court of directors of the Eaft India 
company. 

" FATALLY for me, and for the publick in- 
tereft, the company s favour and my unbounded 
confidence have been lavifhed on a man totally 
unfit for the exalted ftation in which he has been 

placed. 
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placed, and unworthy of the trufts that have been 
repofed in him. When I fpeak of one who has 
fb deeply ftabbed my honour, my wounds bleed 
afrelh, and I muft be allowed that freedom of ex- 
preifion which the galling reflection of my injuries 
and my misfortunes naturally draws from me. 
Shall your fervants, unchecked, unreftrained, and 
unpunifhed, gratify their private views and ambi 
tion, at the expence of my honour, my peace, and 
my happinefs, and to the ruin of my country as 
well as of all your affairs ? No fooner had lord Ma 
cartney obtained the favourite object of his ambi 
tion, than he betrayed the greateft infolence to 
wards me, the moft glaring neglect of the common 
civilities and attentions paid me by all former go- 
vernours, in the worft of times, and even by the 
moft inveterate of my enemies. He infulted my 
fervants, endeavoured to defame my character by 
unjuftly cenfuring my adminiftration, and ex 
tended his boundlefs ufurpation to the whole go 
vernment of my dominions, in all the branches 
of judicature and police; and, in violation of the 
exprefs articles of the agreements, proceeded to 
fend renters into the countries, unapproved of by 
me, men of bad character, and unequal to my 
management or refponfibility. Though he is 
chargeable with the greateft acts of cruelty, even 
to the fhedding the blood and cutting off the 
nofes and ears of my fubje&s, by thofe exercifing 

E e 2 his 
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his authority in the countries, and that even the 

duties of religion and publick worfhip have been 

interrupted or prevented ; and, though he carries 

on all his bufmefs by the arbitrary exertion of 

military force, yet does he not collect from the 

countries one-fourth of the revenue that mould 

be produced. The ilatement he pretends to hold 

forth of expected revenue, is totally fallacious, 

and can never be realized under the management 

of his lordfhip, in the appointment of renters, 

totally difqualified, rapacious, and irrefponfible, 

who are actually embezzling and diflipating the 

publick revenues that fhould affift in the fupport 

of the war. Totally occupied by his private views, 

and governed by his pafiions, he has neglected or 

facrificed all the effential objects of publick good, 

and by want of co-operation with Sir Eyre Coote, 

and refufal to furnifti the army with the neceflary 

fupplies, has rendered the glorious and repeated 

victories of the gallant general ineffectual to the 

expulfion of our cruel enemy. To cover his infuf- 

ficiency, and veil the difcredit attendant on his 

failure in every meaiure, he throws out the moft 

illiberal expreflions, and inftitutes unjuft accufa- 

tions againit me; and, in aggravation of all the 

diftrefles impofed upon me, he has abetted the 

meaneft calumniators, to bring forward falie 

charges againft me, and my fon Ameer-ul-Omrah, 

in order to create embarraflment, and for the dif- 

trefs 
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trefs of my mind. My papers and writings fent 
to you, muft teftify to the whole world the ma 
levolence of his defigns, and the means that have 
been ufed to forward them. He has violently 
feized and opened all letters addrefTed to me and 
my fervants, on my publick and private affairs. 
My vackeel, that attended him, according to an 
cient cuftom, has been ignominioufly difmiffed 
from his prefence, and not fuffered to approach the 
government-houfe. He has in the meanefl man 
ner, and as he thought in fecret, been tampering 
and intriguing with my family and relations for 
the worft of purpofes. And if I exprefs the ago 
nies of my mind under thefe moft pointed injuries 
and oppreffions, and complain of the violence and 
injuftice of lord Macartney, I am infulted by his 
affected conftruction, that my communications are 
dictated by the infmuations of others. At the 
fame time that his confcious apprehenfions for his 
mifconduct, have produced the moft abject appli 
cations to me, to fmother my feelings, and en 
treaties to write in his lordfhip s favour to Eng 
land, and to fubinit all my affairs to his direc 
tion. When his fubmiflions have failed to mould 
me to his will, he has endeavoured to effect his 
purpofes by menaces of his fecret influence with 
thofe in power in England, which he pretends to 
affert, fhall be effectual to confirm his ufurpation, 
and to deprive me and my family, in fucceffion, 

E e 3 of 
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of my rights of fovereignty and government for 
ever. To fuch a length have his paffions and vio 
lences carried him, that all my family, my depen 
dants, and even my friends and vifitors, are perfe- 
cuted with the ftrongeft marks of his difpleafure. 
Every fhadow of authority in my perfon is taken 
from me, and refpecl to my name difcouraged 
throughout the whole country. When an officer 
of high rank in his majefty s fervice wasfome time 
lince introduced to me by lord Macartney, his 
lordfhip took occafion to fhew a perfonal derifion 
and contempt of me. Mr. Richard Sulivan, who 
has attended my durbar under the commiflion of 
the governour general and council of Bengal, has 
experienced his refentment; and Mr. Beniield, 
with whom I have no bufinefs, and who, as he has 
been accuftomed to do for many years, has con 
tinued to pay me his vifits of refpecl:, has felt the 
weight of his lordfhip s difpleafure, and has had 
every unmerited infmuation thrown out againft 
him, to prejudice him, and deter him from paying 
me his compliments as ufual. 

" Thus, gentlemen, have you delivered me over 
to a ftranger j to a man unacquainted with govern 
ment and bufinefs, and too opinionated to learn; 
to a man whole ignorance and prejudices operate 
to the neglect or every good meafure, or the liberal 
co-operation with any that wiih well to the pub- 
lick interefts; to a man who, to purfue his own 

paffions, 
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paflions, plans, and defigns, will certainly ruin all 
mine, as well as the company s affairs. His mif- 
management and obftinacy have caufed the lofs 
of many lacks of my revenues, diffipated and em 
bezzled, and every publick conlideration facrificed, 
to his vanity and private views. I beg to offer 
an inftance in proof of my affertions, and to juftify 
the hope I have, that you will caufe to be made 
good to me all the loffes I have fuftained, by the 
mal-adminiftration and bad practices of your fer- 
vants, according to all the account of receipts of 
former years, and which I made known to lord 
Macartney, amongft other papers of information, 
in the beginning of his management in the collec 
tions. The diftrict of Ongole produced annually, 
upon a medium of many years, ninety thoufand 
pagodas ; but lord Macartney, upon receiving a 
fum of ?noney from Ramcbundry* let it out to him, 
in April laft, for the inadequate rent of 50,000 
pagodas per annum, diminifhing, in this diftricl: 
alone, near half the accuftomed revenues. After 
this manner hath he exercifed his powers over 
the countries, to fuit his own purpofes and de 
figns; and this fecret mode has he taken to reduce 
the collections." 

"" See Tellinga letter at the end of this correfpondence. 
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ift November, 1782. Copy of a Letter from the 
Nabob of Arcot to the Court of Dire&ors, &c. 
Received ;th April, 1783. 

THE diftreffes which I have fet forth in my 
former letters, are now increafed to fuch an alarm 
ing pitch, by the imprudent meafures of your go- 
vernour, and by the arbitrary and impolitick con 
duct purfued with the merchants and importers 
of grain, that the very exiftence of the fort of 
Madras feems at ftake, and that of the inhabitants 
of the fettlement appears to have been totally over 
looked; many thoufands have died, and continue 
hourly to perilh of famine, though the capacity 
of one of your youngeft fervants, with diligence 
and attention, by doing juftice, and giving rea- 
fonable encouragement to the merchants, and by 
drawing the fupplies of grain which the northern 
countries would have afforded, might have fecured 
us againft all thofe dreadful calamities. I had with 
much difficulty procured and purchafed a fmall 
quantity of rice, for the ufe of myfelf, my family $ 
and attendants, and with a view of fending off the 
greateft part of the latter to the northern coun 
tries, with a little fubfiftence in their hands. But 
what muft your furprife be, when you learn, that 
even this rice was feized by lord Macartney, with 
a military force! and thus am I unable to provide 
for the few people I have about me, who are 

driven 
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driven to fuch extremity and mifery, that it gives 
me pain to behold them. I have defired permiffion 
to get a little rice from the northern countries for 
the fubfiftence of my people, without its being 
liable to feizure by your fepoys : this even has been 
refufed me by lord Macartney. What muft your 
feelings be, on fuch wanton cruelty, exercifed to 
wards me, when you confider that of thoufands 
of villages belonging to me, a fmgle one would 
have fufficed for my fubfiftence! 

22d March, 1783. Tranflation of a Letter from 
the Nabob of Arcot to the Chairman and Di 
rectors of the Eaft India Company. Received 
from Mr. James Macpherfon, ift Jan. 1784. 

" I AM willing to attribute this continued ufur- 
pation to the fear of detection in lord Macartney: 
he dreads the awful day when the fcene of his 
enormities will be laid open, at my reftoration to 
my country, and when the tongues of my oppref- 
fed fubjects will be unloofed, and proclaim aloud 
the cruel tyrannies they have fuftained. Thefe 
fentiments of his lordmip s defigns are corrobo 
rated by his fending, on the loth inftant, two 
gentlemen to me and my fon Ameer-ul-Omrah; 
and thefe gentlemen from lord Macartney efpeci- 
ally fet forth to me, and to my fon, that all de- 
pendance on the power of the fuperiour govern 
ment of Bengal, to enforce the intentions of the 

company 
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company to reftore my country, was vain and 
groundlefs; that the company confided in his lord- 
fliip s judgment and difcretion, and upon his re- 
prefentations, and that if I, and my fon, Ameer-ul- 
Omrah, would enter into friendmip with lord Ma 
cartney, and fign a paper, declaring all my charges 
and complaints againft him to be falfe, that his 
lordihip might be induced to write to England, 
that all his allegations againft me and my fon were 
not well-founded; and, notwithftanding his decla 
rations to withhold my country, yet on thefe con- 
iiderations, it might be ftill reftored me. 

" What muft be your feelings for your ancient 
and faithful friend, on his receiving fuch infults to 
his honour andunderftanding from your principal 
iervant, armed with your authority? From thefe 
manoeuvres, amongft thoufands I have experienc 
ed, the truth muft evidently appear to you, that I 
have not been loaded with thofe injuries and op- 
preflions from motives of publick fervice, but to 
anfwer the private views and interefts of his lord 
ihip, and his fecret agents : fame papers to this point 
are inchfed; others, almoft without number, muft 
be fubmitted to your juftice, when time and cir- 
cumftances will enable me fully to inveftigate thofe 
tranfactions. This opportunity will not permit 
the full reprefentation of my load of injuries and 
diftreffes : I beg leave to refer you to my minifter, 
Mr. Macpherfon, for the papers, according to the 
inclofed lift, which accompanied my laft difpatches 

by 



TO THE PRECEDING SPEECH. 427 

by the Rodney, which I fear have failed ; and my 
correfpondence with lord Macartney, fubfequent 
to that period, fuch as I have been able to prepare 
for this opportunity, are inclofed. 

" Notwithstanding all the violent acts and decla 
rations of lord Macartney, yet a confcioufnefs of 
his own mifconduct was the fole incentive to the 
menaces and overtures he has held out, in various 
ihapes. He has been infultingly lavifh in his ex- 
preflions of high refpect for my perfon ; has had 
the infolence to fay, that all his meafures flowed 
from his affectionate regard alone ; has prefumed to 
fay, that all his enmity and oppreffion were levelled 
at my fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, to whom he before 
acknowledged every aid and afliftance: and, his 
lordfhip being without any juft caufe or founda 
tion for complaint againft us, or a veil to cover his 
own violences, he has now had recourfe to the 
meannefs, and has dared to intimate of my fon, in 
order to intimidate me, and to ftrengthen his own 
wicked purpofes, to be in league with our enemies 
the French. You muft doubtlefs be aftonimed, 
no lefs at the alfurance, than at the abfurdity of 
fuch a wicked fuggeftion." 

(In the nabob s own hand.) 

" P. S. In my own hand-writing I acquainted 
Mr. Haftings, as I now do my ancient friends the 
company, with the infult offered to my honour and 
underftanding, in the extraordinary propofitions 

fent 
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fent to me by lord Macartney, through two gen 
tlemen, on the i oth inftant, fo artfully veiled with 
menaces, hopes, and promifes. But how can lord 
Macartney add to his enormities, after his wicked 
and calumniating infinuations, fo evidently direct 
ed againft me and my family, through my faithful, 
my dutiful, and beloved fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
who, you well know, has been ever born and bred 
amongft the Englifh, whom I have ftudioufly 
brought up in the warmed fentiments of affection 
and attachment to them; fentiments, that in his 
maturity have been his higheft ambition to im 
prove, infomuch that he knows no happinefs, but 
in the faithful fupport of our alliance and con 
nexion with the Englilh nation?" 

1 2th Auguft, and Poftfcript of the i6th Auguft, 
1783. Tranflation of a Letter to the Chair 
man and Directors of the Eaft-India Company. 
Received from Mr. James Macpherfon, i4th 
January, 1784. 

" YOUR aftonifhment and indignation will be 
equally raifed with mine, when you hear that your 
prefident has dared, contrary to your intention, 
to continue to ufurp the privileges and hereditary 
powers of the nabob of the Carnatick, your old 
and unfhaken friend, and the declared ally of the 
king of Great Britain. 

" I will not take up your time by enumerating 

the 
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the particular ads of lord Macartney s violence, 
cruelty, and injuftice ; they indeed occur too frequent 
ly, and fall upon me, and my devoted fubjefls and coun 
try, too thick, to be regularly related. I refer you to 
my minifter, Mr. James Macpherfon, for a more 
circumftantial account of the opprejfions and enormities 
by which he has brought both mine and the compa 
ny s affairs to the brink of deftruction. I truft 
that fuch flagrant violations of all juftice, honour, 
and the faith of treaties, will receive the fevereft 
marks of your difpleafure, and that lord Macart 
ney s conduct, in making ufe of your name and 
authority as a fanclion for the continuance of his 
ufurpation, will be difclaimed with the utmoft in 
dignation, and followed with the fevereft punifh- 
ment. I conceive that his lordfhip s arbitrary re 
tention of my country and government can only 
originate in his infatiable cravings, in his impla 
cable malevolence againft me, and through fear of 
detection, which muft follow the furrender of the 
Carnatick into my hands, of thofe nefarious pro 
ceedings, which are now fuppreffed by the arm of 
violence and power. 

" I did not fail to reprefent to the fupreme go 
vernment of Bengal the deplorable fituation to 
which I was reduced, and the unmerited perfecu- 
tions I have unremittingly fuftained from lord Ma 
cartney ; and I earneftly implored them to ftretch 
forth a faving arm, and interpofe that control 
ling 
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ling power which was vefted in them, to check 
rapacity and prefumption, and preferve the honour 
and faith of the company from violation. The 
govern ou r-general and council not only felt the 
cruelty and injuftice I had fuffered, but were 
greatly alarmed for the fatal confequences that 
might refult from the diftruft of the country 
powers in the profeflions of the Engliih, when 
they faw the nabob of the Carnatick, the friend 
of the company, and the ally of Great Britain, 
thus flopped of his rights, his dominions, and his 
dignity, by the moft fraudulent means, and under 
the mafk of friendship. The Bengal government 
had already heard both the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam urge as an objection to an alliance with 
the Englifli, the faithlefs behaviour of lord Ma 
cartney to a prince whofe life had been devoted, 
and whofe treafures had been exhaufted, in 
their fervice and fupport ; and they did not he- 
litate to give politive orders to lord Macartney 
for the reftitution of my government and autho 
rity, on fuch terms as were not only ftrictly ho 
nourable, but equally advantageous to my friends 
the company; for they juftly thought that my ho 
nour and dignity, and fovereign rights, were the 
firft objects of my wifhes and ambition : But how 
can I paint my aftonifhment at lord Macartney s 
prefumption, in continuing his ufurpation, after 
their pofitive and reiterated mandates! and, as if 

nettletf 
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nettled by their interference, which he difdained, 
in redoubling the fury of his violence, and facri- 
ficing the publick and myfelf, to his malice and 
ungovernable paflions! 

" I am, gentlemen, at a lofs to conceive where 
his ufurpation will flop, and have an end. Has he 
not folemnly declared that the aflignment was 
only made for the fupport of war ? and, if neither 
your inftruclions, nor the orders of his fuperiours 
at Bengal, were to be confidered as effectual, has 
not the treaty of peace virtually determined the 
period of his tyrannical adminiftration ? But fo far 
from furrendering the Carnatick into my hands, 
he has, fince that event, affixed advertifements to 
the walls and gates of the Black Town, for letting 
to the beft bidder the various diftrifts, for the 
term of three years ; and has continued the com 
mittee of revenue, which you pofitively ordered 
to be abolifhed, to whom he has allowed enor 
mous falaries, from 6000 to 4000 pagodas per an 
num, which each member has received from the 
time of his appointment, though his lordfhip well 
knows that moft of them are by your orders dif- 
qualified, by being my principal creditors. 

" If thofe acts of violence and outrage had been 
productive of publick advantage, I conceive his 
lordfhip might have held them forward, in exte 
nuation of his conduct ; but whilft he cloaks his 
juftification under the veil of your records, it is 

impoflible 
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impoflible to refute his aflertions, or to expofe to 
you their fallacy ; and when he is no longer able 
to fupport his conduct by argument, he refers to 
thofe records, where, I underftand, he has exer- 
cifed all his fophiftry and malicious infinuations, 
to render me and my family obnoxious in the 
eyes of the company, and the Britifh nation ; and 
when the glorious victories of Sir Eyre Coote 
have been rendered abortive by a conftant defi 
ciency of fupplies ; and when, fince the departure 
of that excellent general to Bengal, whofe lofs I 
muft ever regret, a dreadful famine, at the clofe 
of laft year, occafioned by his lordfhip s neglect to 
lay up a fufficient flock of grain at a proper fea- 
fon, and from his prohibitory orders to private 
merchants ; and when no exertion has been made, 
nor advantage gained over the enemy ; when Hy- 
der s death and Tippoo s return to his own domi 
nions operated in no degree for the benefit of our 
affairs; in fhort, when all has been a continued 
feries of difappointment and difgrace under lord 
Macartney s management (and in him alone has 
the management been vefled), I want words to 
convey thofe ideas of his infufficiency, ignorance, 
and obftinacy, which I am convinced you would 
entertain, had you been fpectators of his ruinous 
and deftruclive conduct. 

" But againft me and my fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, 
has his lordfliip s vengeance chiefly been exerted ; 

even 
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even the company s own fubordinate zemindars 
have found better treatment, probably becaufe 
they were more rich ; thofe of Nizanagoram have 
been permitted, contrary to your pointed orders, 
to hold their rich zemindaries at the old difpropor- 
tionate rate of little more than a fixth part of 
the real revenue ; and my zemindar of Tanjore, 
though he mould have regarded himfelf equally 
concerned with us in the event of the war, and 
from whofe fertile country many valuable harvefts 
have been gathered in, which have fold at a vaft 
price, has, I underftand, only contributed laft year, 
towards the publick exigencies, the very inconli- 
derable fum of one lack of pagodas, and a few 
thoufand pagodas-worth of grain. 

" I am much concerned to acquaint you, that 
ever lince the peace a dreadful famine has fwept 
away many thoufands of the followers, and fepoys 
families of the army, from lord Macartney s ne 
glect to fend down grain to the camp, though the 
roads are crowded with veffels : but his lordfliip 
has been too intent upon his own difgraceful 
fchemes, to attend to the wants of the army. The 
negotiation with Tippoo, which he has fet on foot 
through the mediation of Monfieur BufTy, has 
employed all his thoughts, and to the attainment 
of that object he will facrifice the deareft interefts 
of the company to gratify his malevolence againft 
me, and for his own private advantages. The en- 

VOL. IV. F f deavour 
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deavour to treat with Tippoo, through the means 
of the French, rrmft ftrike you, gentlemen, as 
highly improper and impolitick ; but it muft raife 
your utmoft indignation to hear, that by inter 
cepted letters from Buffy to Tippoo, as well as 
from their refpecUve vakeels, and from various 
accounts from Cuddalore, we have every reafon to 
conclude that his lordfhip s fecretary, Mr. Staun- 
ton, when at Cuddalore, as his agent to fettle the 
ceffation of arms with the French, was informed 
of all their operations and projects, and confequently 
that lord Macartney has fecretly connived at Monfieur 
Bujfy s recommendation to Tippoo to return into the 
Carnatick, as the means of procuring the moji advan 
tageous terms, and furnijhing lord Macartney with 
the plea of necejjity for concluding a peace after his ouun 
manner : and what further confirms the truth of 
this fact is, that repeated reports, as well as the 
alarms of the inhabitants to the wcftward, leave 
us no reafon to doubt that Tippoo is approaching 
towards us. His lordfliip has iffued publick or 
ders, that the garrifon ftore of rice, for which we 
are indebted to the exertions of the Bengal go 
vernment, fhould be immediately difpofed of, and 
has ftricrly forbid all private grain to be fold ; by 
which act he effectually prohibits all private im 
portation of grain, and may eventually caufe as 
horrid a famine as that which we experienced at 
the clofe of laft year, from the fame fhort-fighted 

policy 
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policy and deftruclive prohibitions of lord Ma 
cartney. 

" But as he has the fabrication of the records 
in his own hands, he tmfts to thofe partial repre- 
fentations of his character and conduct, becaufe 
the fignatures of thofe members of government 
whom he feldom confults, are affixed, as a publick 
fan&ion ; but you may form a juft idea of their 
correctnefs and propriety, when you are informed, 
that his lordfliip, upon my noticing the heavy dijburfe- 
ments made for fecret fervice money ^ ordered the f urns 
to be ftruck off^ and the accounts to be erafedfrom the 
cafh-book of the company ; and I think I cannot give 
you a better proof of his management of my coun 
try and revenues, than by calling your attention 
to his conduct in the Ongole province, and by 
referring you to his lordfhip s adminiftration of 
your own jaghire, from whence he has brought 
to the publick account the fum of twelve hundred 
pagodas for the laft year s revenue, yet blazons 
forth his vail merits and exertions, and expects to 
receive the thanks of his committee and council. 
I will beg leave to refer you to my minifter, 
James Macpherfon, efq. for a more particular ac 
count of my fufferings and miferies, to whom I 
have tranfmitted copies of all papers that pafled 
with his lordfhip. 

" I cannot conclude without calling your atten 
tion to the foliation of my different creditors^ whofe 
claims are the claims of juftice, and whofe de- 

F f 2 mands 
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mands I am bound by honour, and every moral 
obligation, to difcharge ; it is not therefore with 
out great concern I have heard infinuations tend 
ing to queftion the legality of their right to the 
payment of thofe juit debts ; they proceeded from 
advances made by them openly and honourably 
for the fupport of my own and the publick affairs. 
But I hope the tongue of calumny will never 
drown the voice of truth and juftice; and while 
that is heard, the wifdom of the Englifh. nation 
cannot fail to accede to an effectual remedy for 
their diftrefTes, by any arrangement in which their 
claims may be duly conlidered, and equitably pro 
vided for; and for this purpofe my minifter, Mr. 
Macpherfon^ will readily fubfcribe, in my name, to any 
agreement you may think proper to adopt, founded on 
the fame principles with either of the engagements 
I entered into with the fupreme government of 



Bengal, for our mutual intereft and advantage. 
I always pray for your happinefs and profperity." 



6th September, and Poftfcript of 7th September, 
1783. Tranilation of a Letter from the Nabob 
of Arcot to the Chairman and Directors of the 
Eaft-India Company. Received from Mr. James 
Macpherfon, 1 4th January, 1784. 

" I REFER you, gentlemen, to my inclofed du 
plicate, as well as to my minifter, Mr. Macpherfon, 

for 
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for the particulars of my fufferings. There is no 
word or action of mine that is not perverted ; 
and though it was my intention to have fent my 
fon, Ameer-ul-Omrah, who is well verfed in my 
affairs, to Bengal, to imprefs thofe gentlemen with 
a full fenfe of my lituation, yet I find myfelf obliged 
to lay it afide, from the infinuations of the calum 
niating tongue of lord Macartney, that takes every 
licence to traduce every action of my life, and that 
of my fon. I am informed that lord Macartney, 
at this late moment, intends to write a letter ; I 
am ignorant of the fubjeft; but fully perceive, 
that by delaying to fend it till the very eve of the 
difpatch, he means to deprive me of all poffibility 
of communicating my reply, and forwarding it 
for the information of my friends in England. 
Confcious of the weak ground on which he ftands, 
he is obliged to have recourfe to thefe artifices to 
miflead the judgment, and fupport for a time his 
unjuftifiable meafures by deceit and impofition. 
I wifh only to meet and combat his charges and 
allegations fairly and openly ; and I have repeat 
edly and urgently demanded to be furnimed with 
copies of thole parts of his fabricated records rela 
tive to myfelf; but as he well knows I ftiould re 
fute his fophiftry, I cannot be furprifed at his re- 
fufal, though I lament that it prevents you, gen 
tlemen, from a clear inveftigation of his conduct 
u\vardi me. 

F f 3 " Inclofed 



438 APPENDIX, NO. 10. 

" Inclofed you have a tranflation of an arzee 
from the killidar of Vellore : / have thoufands of the 
fame kind ; but this jufl now received will ferve to 
give you fome idea of the miferies brought upon 
this my devoted country, and the wretched inhabi 
tants that remain in it, by the oppreflive hand of 
lord Macartney s management ; nor will the embez 
zlements of collections thus obtained, when brought 
before you in proof ^ appear lefs extraordinary, 
which Jhall certainly be done in due time." 



Tranflation of an Arzee, in the Perfian Language, 
from Uzzeem ul Doen Cawn, the Killidar of 
Vellore, to the Nabob, dated ift September, 
1783. Inclcfed in the Nabob s Letter to the 
Court of Directors, September, 1783. 

" I HAVE repeatedly reprefented to your high- 
nefs the violences and oppreflions exercifed by the 
prefent amildar {^collector of revenue] of lord 
Macartney s appointment, over the few remaining 
inhabitants of the diftrict of Vellore, Ambore, 
Saulguda, &c. 

" The outrages and violences now committed, 
are of that ailonifliing nature as were never 
known or heard of during the adminiftration of 
the circar. Hyder Naik, the cruelleft of tyrants, 
ufed every kind of oppreffion in the circar coun 
tries ; 
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tries ; but even his meafures were not like thofe 
now purfued. Such of the inhabitants as had ef- 
caped the fword and pillage of Hyder Naik, by 
taking refuge in the woods, and within the walls 
of Vellore, &c. on the arrival of lord Macartney s 
amildar to Vellore, and in confequence of his cowle 
of protection and fupport, moft chearfully return 
ed to the villages, fet about the cultivation of the 
lands, and with great pains rebuilt their cottages. 
But now the amildar has imprifoned the wives 
and children of the inhabitants, feized the few 
jewels that were on the bodies of the women, and 
then, before the faces of their hu(bands, flogged 
them, in order to make them produce other jewels 
and effe&s, which he faid they had buried fome- 
where under ground, and to make the inhabitants 
bring him money, notwithftanding there was yet 
no cultivation in the country. Terrified with the 
flagellations, fome of them produced their jewels, 
and wearing apparel of their women, to the 
amount of ten or fifteen pagodas, which they had 
hidden ; others, who declared they had none, the 
amildar flogged their women feverely, tied cords 
around their breads, and tore the fucking chil 
dren from their teats, and expofed them to the 
fcorching heat of the fun. Thofe children died, 
as did the wife of Ramfoamy, an inhabitant of 
Bringpoor. Even this could not ftir up compaf- 
iion in the breaft of the amildar. Some of the 

children 
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children that were fomewhat large, he expofed to 
fale. In fhort, the violences of the amildar are fo 
aftomfhing, that the people, on feeing the prefent 
fituation, remember the lofs of Hyder with regret. 
With whomfoever the amildar finds a {ingle mea- 
fure of natehinee, or rke^ he takes it away from 
him, and appropriates it to the expences of the 
Sibindy that he keeps up. No revenues are col 
lected from the countries, but from the effects of 
the poor wretched inhabitants. Thofe ryots [yeo 
men] who intended to return to their habitations, 
hearing of thofe violences, have fled for refuge, 
with their wives and children, into Ryder s coun 
try. Every day is ufhered in and clofed with 
thefe violences and difturbances. I have no power 
to do any thing ; and who will hear what I have 
to fay ? My bufinefs is to inform your highnefs, 
who are my mafter. The people bring their com 
plaints to me, and I tell them I will write to your 

highnefs." * 

Tranilation 

* [The above-recited practices, or practices fimilar to them, 
have prevailed in almoft every part of the miferable countries on 
the coatt of Coromandel, for near twenty years pafl. That they 
prevailed as ilrongly and generally as they could prevail, under 
the adminiftration of the nabob, there can be no queftion, not- 
withftanding the afTertion in the beginning of the above petition; 
nor will it ever be otherwife, whilft affairs are conducted upoa 
the principles which influence the prefent fyftem. Whether the 
particulars here aflerted are true or falfe, neither the court of di- 
reAors nor their miniftry have thought proper to enquire. If 

they 
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Tranflation of a Tellinga Letter from Veira Per- 
maul, Head Dubafh to Lord Macartney, in his 
own hand-writing, to Rajah Ramchunda, the 
renter of Ongole ; dated 25th of the Hindoo 
month Maufay, in the year Plavanamal, corre- 
fponding to 5th March, 1782. 

I PRESENT my refpects to you, and am very 
well here, wifhing to hear frequently of your wel 
fare. 

Your peaftier Vancatroyloo has brought the Vif- 
feel Bakees, and delivered them to me, as alfo what 
you fent him for me to deliver to my mafter^ which I 

they are true, in order to bring them to affect lord Macartney, 
it ought to be proved that the complaint was made to him ; and 
that he had refiiftd rcdrefe. Inftead of this fair courfe, the com 
plaint is carried to the court of directors. The above is one 
of the documents tranfmitted by the nabob, in proof of his 
charge of corruption againft lord Macartney. If genuine, it is 
concluiive, at leaft againtl lord Macartney s principal agent and 
manager. If it be a forgery (as in all likelihood it is) it is con- 
clufive againft the nabob and his evil couniellors ; and fully de- 
monftrates, if any thing further were neceflary to demonftrate, 
the neceffity of the claufe in Mr. Fox s bill prohibiting the rdi- 
dence ot the native princes in the company s principal fettle- 
ments; which claufe was, for obvious ieafons, not admitted 
into Mr. Pitt s. It (hews too the abfolute neceffity of a fevere 
and exemplary punifhment on certain of his Englifli evil coun- 
fellors and creditors, by whom fuch practices are carried on.] 

ba 
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have done. My mafter aifirft rcfufed to take it, be- 
caufe he is unacquainted with your difpofition, or what 
kind of a perfon you are. But after I made enco 
miums on your goodnefs and greatnefs of mind, 
and took my oath to the fame, and that it would 
not become publick, but be held as precious as our 
lives, my majler accepted it. You may remain fa- 
tisfied, that I will get the Ongole buiinefs fettled 
in your name; I will caufe the jamaubundee to be 
fettled agreeable to your defire. It was formerly 
the nabob s intention to give this buiinefs to you, 
as the governour knows full well, but did not at 
that time agree to it, which you muft be well ac 
quainted with. 

Your peafher Vancatroyloo is a very careful 
good man he is well experienced in bufmefs he 
has bound me by an oath to keep all this bufmefs fecret, 
and that his own, yours, and my lives are rcfponjible 
for it. I write this letter to you with the great- 
eft reluctance, and I fignified the fame to your 
pealher, and declared that I would not write to 
you by any means; to this the peaflier urged, that 
if I did not write to his mafter ; how could he know to 
whom he (the peafher} delivered the money, and what 
muft his mafter think of it? therefore I write you 
this letter, and fend it by my fervant Ramanah, 
accompanied by the peafher s fervant, and it will 
come fafe to your hands : after perufal you will 

fend 
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fend it back to me immediately until I receive it 
I don t like to eat my victuals, or take any ileep. 
Your peafher took his oath, and urged me to 
write this for your fatisfaction, and has engaged 
to me that I mail have this letter returned to me 
in the fpace of twelve days. 

The prefent governour is not like the former go- 
vernours he is a very great man in Europe and 
all the great men of Europe are much obliged to 
him for his condefcenfion in accepting the govern 
ment of this place. It is his cuftom when he makes 
friendfhip with any one to continue it always, and 
if he is at enmity with any one, he never will defift till 
he has worked his dejiruclion ; he is now exceedingly 
difpleafed with the nabob, and you will under/land by 
and by that the nabob s bufinefs cannot be carried on ; 
he (the nabob) will have no power to do any thing 
in his own affairs ; you have therefore no room to fear 
him. You may remain with a contented mind-- 
I defired the governour to write you a letter for 
your falisfaction ; the governour faid he would do 
fo when the bufiriefs was fettled. This letter you 
muft perufe as foon as poffible, and fend it back 
with all fpeed by the bearer Ramadoo, accompa 
nied by three or four of your people, to the end 
that no accident may happen on the road. Thefe 
people muft be ordered to march in the night 
only, and to arrive here with the greateft dif- 

patch. 
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patch. You fent ten mangoes for my mafter, and 
two for me, all which I have delivered to my maf 
ter, thinking that ten was not fufficient to prefent 
him with. I write this for your information, and 
falute you with ten thoufand refpe&s. 



I, Muttu Kiftnah, of Madras 
Patnam, dubalh, declare, 
That I perfectly underftand 
the Gentoo language ; and 
do* moft folemnly affirm, 
that the foregoing is a true 
tranflation of the annexed 
paper writing from the 
Gentoo language. 



j 



(Signed) 
Muttu Kiftnah. 
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